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1 Introduction
TNEI Services Limited (‘TNEI’) have prepared this Pre‐Application Consultation (‘PAC’) Report on behalf
of  Statkraft UK  Limited  (the  ‘Applicant’).  The PAC Report  accompanies  a planning  application  (the
‘Application’)  for  a  Greener  Grid  Park  (‘GGP’)  comprising  of  battery  storage  units  and  associated
electrical  infrastructure  with  a  storage  capacity  of  up  to  50  megawatts  (MW)  (the  ‘Proposed
Development’). The Proposed Development is to be located immediately east of Coylton substation,
on land to the south of the A70, National Grid Reference (NGR): NS 46528 19641. (the ‘Site’). The Site
lies wholly within the administrative area of East Ayrshire Council (‘EAC’).

The statutory requirement for a PAC is defined within the Town and Country Planning (Development
Management Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2013 (the  ‘DMP Regulations’), which entails that a
PAC  report  is  to  be  submitted  along  with  any  planning  application  that  is  classed  as  a  ‘major’
development  under  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  (Hierarchy  of  Developments)  (Scotland)
Regulations 2009 (‘the Hierarchy of Developments Regulations’).

Regulation 2(1) of the Hierarchy of Developments Regulations states that development will be classed
as a ‘major development’ where the applicable threshold in Schedule 1 of the Regulations is met or
exceeded.  In  this  instance,  the  proposal  would  be  classified  as  ‘Other  Development’,  with  the
threshold for being considered as a major development as where:

a) The gross floor space of any building, structure or erection constructed as a result of such
development is or exceeds 5,000 square metres; or

b) The area of the Site is or exceed 2 hectares.

In this instance, the Site area exceeds 2 hectares and triggers the second threshold. Therefore, a PAC
is required to be undertaken.

This  PAC  Report  outlines  that  the  statutory  requirements  under  the  Town  and  Country  Planning
(Scotland) Act 1997 (‘the Planning Act 1997’), as amended by the Planning etc. (Scotland) Act 2006
(‘the Planning Act 2006’) and the Planning (Scotland) Act 2019 (‘the Planning Act 2019’) have been
complied  with  during  the  PAC  process.  The  PAC  Report  sets  out  the  pre‐application  consultation
carried out by the Applicant prior to submitting the planning application. No written comments were
received by the Applicant however the key themes raised by those that attended the exhibition have
been summarised in this report.  The report also includes the Applicant’s response to how the issues
have been considered, where appropriate.

It  is  the  intention of  this  report  to demonstrate  that,  in respect of  the Proposed Development  the
Applicant  has  complied  fully  with  the  Development  Management  Procedures  (‘DMP’)  and  the
Council’s approach to community involvement, to engage the public fully with the proposals prior to
submitting a planning application. According to the Circular 3/2022 DMP, it is required to hold at least
two in‐person public consultation events however, in prior consultation with EAC (email dated 11 May
2022 – See Appendix A) a representative from the Council agreed to one in‐person and one online
consultation event for Coylton GGP PAC process.
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2 Background to the Proposed Development
2.1 The Applicant

Statkraft  UK  Limited  is  fully  committed  to  public  involvement  and  engagement,  and  believes  it  is
important  to provide opportunities  for  the  local community  to view the proposals and discuss  the
Proposed Development with members of the project team at an early stage. The Applicant strives to
ensure that where reasonably practicable developments bring forward initiatives to support economic
opportunities and societal benefit for the areas in which they operate.

Throughout  the  pre‐application  consultation  activities  carried  out  for  the  Proposed  Development,
every effort has been made to consider comments and queries raised and to respond accordingly. A
programme of consultation was undertaken prior to the submission of the Application, allowing the
Applicant  to  take account of  feedback1 in  the  final design  iterations of  the Proposed Development
where possible. The programme of consultation is fully set out in Section 3 of this Report.

2.2 Description of the Proposed Development

The  Applicant  is  seeking  planning  permission  for  the  construction  and  operation  of  a  GGP. This
pioneering project will help achieve zero carbon emissions in Scotland by increasing the stability of
the electricity grid and the amount of renewable energy that can be delivered to the grid network. In
March  2022,  the  project  was  awarded  a  contract  to  provide  stability  services  to  National  Grid
Electricity System Operator (NGESO). The Proposed Development would store electricity and provide
fault  current  support  to  the grid using  grid  forming  converters.  It will  not  generate any additional
electricity   and will not create any emissions. The Applicant is seeking planning permission for storage
capacity of up to 50 MW.

The  Proposed  Development  would  consist  of  twenty‐eight  containerised  battery  storage  units,
electrical infrastructure (including grid forming converters, transformers, generators, grid connection,
a client switchgear container and underground cabling), which would all be contained within a 4.5
metre  (m) high perimeter security  fence.  In addition,  landscape planting  is proposed to soften  the
appearance of the Proposed Development.

As well as stabilising the grid and storing energy should the project gain consent it would provide a
variety of community benefits the surrounding area. During the construction phase of this project,
Statkraft will encourage the use of  local suppliers where reasonably practicable utilise a dedicated
web  page  where  local  suppliers  can  register  their  interest  in  supplying  goods  and  services  to  the
project.  Statkraft  is the  first  developer  to  offer  a  Community  Benefit  Fund  for  this  kind  of
development. The Fund comprises £20,000 per annum for the lifetime of the project, with the first
payment made at the start of construction. The purpose of this benefit scheme is to provide a regular
stream of funding dedicated to projects that help accelerate the transition to a low carbon society.

1 No constructive feedback was received in Coylton GGP public consultation event.



Pre‐Application Consultation Report
Coylton Greener Grid Park (GGP) B‐7

3 Pre‐Application Consultation
3.1 Proposal of Application Notice

A  Proposal  of  Application  Notice  (PoAN)  was  submitted  to  the  Council  on  5  April  2022  (Planning
Reference:  22/0004/PREAPP).  The  PoAN  was  prepared  and  submitted  in  accordance  with  the
provisions of the DMP Regulations, Section 35b of the Planning Act 1997, as amended.

As  the  PoAN  was  submitted  before  1  October  2022,  under  the  Planning  (Scotland)  Act  2019
(Commencement No. 6 and Transitional Provision) Regulations 2021 as amended, it means that the
old  DMP  regulations  apply  as  long  as  an  application  is  made  prior  to  31  March  2024  and  as  this
application has been submitted in October 2022 the existing PoAN is valid.

3.2 Pre‐Application Public Consultation Measures

Guidance on PoAN procedures dictates that the Applicant must hold at  least two public events. As
mentioned above, prior to commencement with public consultation, EAC agreed to one in‐person and
one online consultation for Coylton GGP (Appendix A). The guidance also states that the developer
needs to engage and consult with every Community Council whose area is within or adjoins the Site.

The consultation measures proposed in the PoAN by the Applicant and agreed upon by the Council
were as follows:

 Two public events – one in‐person and one online consultation event.

 Notified  Community  Councils  and  Councillors  of  the  PoAN  (please  see  Section  3.2.1  for
respective dates);

 Letter/leaflet distribution to local residents (16 May 2022);

 A dedicated project website (Live 23 May 2022);

 Provision of non‐electronic methods to ask questions and provide comments via a freephone
number and freepost address (confirmed in letters/notifications);

 Six posters in the local area including the shop, the community board, and the community
hub (19 May 2022);

 An advert published in a locally circulated newspaper (published in Cumnock Chronicle on 4
May 2022 and Kilmarnock Standard on 18 May 2022); and

 Two  Public  Exhibition  Events  (Correspondence  between  Statkraft  and  EAC,  provided  in
Appendix A, has confirmed that one in‐person and one virtual exhibition is acceptable in this
instance). The in‐person event was held at Ochiltree Community Hub on Thursday 26 May
2022 from 14:30 to 20:30. A virtual exhibition was held on a dedicated project website from
23 May 2022  to  30 May 2022, with  an online  interactive  chat  on  Thursday  16  June 2022
between 11:00 – 13:00 and 17:00 – 19:00.

The consultation period provided various measures through which the local community could discuss
the  Proposed Development  and  raise  any  questions  or  concerns  they  might  have.  Any  comments
made and feedback raised are discussed in Section 4 of this PAC report.
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3.2.1 Community Councils and Councillors

All relevant bodies were notified via the PoAN and were encouraged to engage with the Applicant and
the proposal moving forward. As required by Regulation 7 of the DMP Regulations, a formal letter was
sent via email (shown in Appendix B) to the representatives and Community Councils  listed below,
informing them that a PoAN had been submitted and that the public consultation measures, including
exhibition events, would be duly advertised:

 Auchinleck Community Council (16/05/2022).

 Drongan, Rankinston and Stair Community Council (28/04/2022).

 Ochiltree Community Council (28/04/2022).

 Cronberry – Lugar and Logan (16/05/2022).

 Comnock Community Council (16/05/2022).

 Dalmellington Council (16/05/2022).

 Netherthird Community Centre (16/05/2022).

 New Cumnock Community Council (16/05/2022).

 Patna Community Council (16/05/2022).

 Skares Community Council (16/05/2022).

3.2.2 Letters and Leaflet Distribution

Prior to the public exhibition, local residents were notified of the event through a letter drop on 16
May 2022 (Appendix C)  to properties within a 2 km radius of  the Site. A total of 99 properties  (94
residential and 5 businesses) were provided with notification letters that enclosed key information
about the Proposed Development and how to respond. (Appendix C).

3.2.3 Pre‐Application Consultation Website

In  line  with  the  approved  consultation  measures,  outlined  in  Section  3.3  of  this  PAC  Report,  the
Applicant has established a project website for the presentation of information and as a mechanism
to ensure that  interested parties are kept up to date with developments. All  information materials
that were available at the exhibition event were also provided via the dedicated project website.

The website is available at the following address: https://projects.statkraft.co.uk/coylton/

The website also provides ways to contact the project team, should members of the public wish to
raise any questions or comments. This includes an online question section, FAQs with answers and a
freephone  contact  telephone  number  which  is  answered  by  a  member  of  Statkraft’s  community
liaison team.

The website was initially launched on 23 May 2022 and was visited 66 times by 58 visitors on the main
project page. Visitors to the website were encouraged to ask questions on the Proposed Development
or the Site Plan (Appendix G), provide feedback by filling an Online Feedback Form, and/or complete
a questionnaire (Appendix J).

The project website will remain available throughout the planning process to keep local residents and
representatives updated on project developments. The website will  include the full  list of planning
application  documents  and  will  provide  a  link  to  the  planning  portal  to  direct  people  on  how  to
comment on the application.

3.2.4 Newspaper Publications

Two  newspaper  adverts  were  issued  the  ‘Cumnock  Chronicle’  (published  on  18  May  2022  and
‘Kilmarnock Standard’ (published on 04 May 2022).
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The consultation event advert published in the two local papers is provided in Appendix D.

3.2.5 In‐Person Public Exhibition Event

An in‐person public exhibition was held at Ochiltree Community Hub on 26 May 2022 from 14:30 to
20:30 to outline the Proposed Development plans and to meet local residents and organisations.

Representatives from Statkraft conducted the exhibition and offered a range of information to those
who attended. Six poster boards displayed information on:

 Who Statkraft are;

 What GGPs are;

 Why we need GGP’s;

 A general overview of the project;

 The community benefits associated with the Proposed Development; and

 How to find out more and comment on the project before and after submission.

The boards exhibited a range of information in various formats such as statistics, maps, and pictures
as well  as  small  amounts of  text –  this allowed  information  to be as accessible as was  reasonably
practicable.

The series of exhibition boards and visualisations were prepared and put on display in the event hall
to demonstrate and explain the details of the proposal  (Appendix E).  Information brochures which
provided the same information as that displayed on the boards were also available for members of
the public to take away.

A number of photomontages were developed and displayed at the public exhibition to show what the
project might look like if developed (Appendix E).

Twelve members of the public attended the in‐person exhibition, attendees included residents and
members of the Community Council.  All attendees provided either positive or neutral feedback on
the proposals. The key themes and responses from conversations with the project team are detailed
below:

Theme  Response

Access  to  site  and  traffic  controls  during
construction period

As  part  of  the  planning  submission  to  East  Ayrshire
Council,  Statkraft  will  submit  an  integrated  Transport
Statement and Construction Traffic Management Plan.
The plan includes traffic management procedures, which
would ensure the safe operation of the approach route
to  the  site  during  construction.  Such  measures  could
include:

1. Direction signage signposting traffic on the
agreed access route;

2. Providing the public with details of how to
report use of unapproved routes or driving
issues of concern;

3. All materials delivery lorries (dry materials)
being sheeted to reduce dust and stop
spillage on public roads;
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4. Wheel cleaning facilities at the site
entrance;

5. No vehicles reversing onto unmanaged
public roads;

6. Temporary traffic lights and;
7. A banksman at the site access to help guide

traffic within the site and to ensure health
and safety access for the site.

The traffic associated with the operational phase
of the development is minimal with occasional
maintenance trips expected during the operation
of the development.

The  visual  impact  of  the  project  and
opportunities for screening the site

The  landscape  and  visual  assessments  have
considered  the  visual  impact  of  the  scheme  from
local viewpoints.

The  layout  incorporates  visual  screening  in  the
form  of  planted  trees  and  vegetation  around  the
eastern  and  western  boundaries  of  the  site  to
integrate the site  into  its surroundings and soften
the visual impact.

Opportunities  for  community  benefit  and
how it will be distributed.

Statkraft is the first developer to offer a Community
Benefit  Fund  for  this  kind  of  development.  The
Fund comprises £20,000 per annum for the lifetime
of the project, with the first payment made at the
start of construction.

We  have  appointed  GrantScape  to  set  up  and
administer funds from our Greener Grid Parks. They
are  a  highly  respected  charity  and  experts  in
community fund management with over 20 years'
experience and one of the UK's major grant‐makers
having  distributed  nearly  £90  million  to  local
communities.  They  administer  funds on behalf  of
Local  Authorities,  renewable  developers,  and
landfill operators. GrantScape will work with each
community  to  establish  their  local  fund  and
operate a fully open and transparent grant‐making
process.

Opportunities  for  training  and
apprenticeships

We work with our contractors to encourage them
to  provide  opportunities  for  workplace  training
where appropriate.
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3.2.6 Virtual Public Exhibition Event

To provide a consultation that was accessible to all, Statkraft also held a virtual consultation from 23
May 2022 to 30 May 2022. The virtual exhibition included details of the project through the means of
a brochure and visualisation images. The updated visuals included in this planning application have
been uploaded on to the project website.

The website highlighted various elements of the project and introduced the key team members who
are  leading  the  project  forward.  The  website  has  since  been  updated with  a  video  explaining  the
components of a GGP.

Approximately  8  visits  from  5  members  of  the  public  viewed  the  virtual  exhibition.  An  online
interactive Q&A session was also live to answer all the questions from members of the public on 16
June 2022 between 11:00 and 13:00 and 17:00 to 19:00.
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4 Comments and Feedback
The  in‐person  and  virtual  public  exhibitions  introduced  the  Proposed  Development  to  the  local
community and provided an opportunity  for members of  the public  to provide  their  feedback. All
attendees were encouraged to provide feedback either by completing a feedback form or leaving a
comment on the project website. During both in‐person and virtual public exhibitions, the public were
also made aware of their right to comment when the planning application is submitted.

When the planning application is submitted, update letters will be sent to residents and businesses
who asked to be kept updated about the project informing them of how to make representations on
the application,  including  the planning  reference number.  The project website will  also  link  to  the
planning portal to signpost how to comment on the planning application.
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5 Conclusions
The  Applicant  has  carried  out  a  pre‐application  consultation  with  the  local  community  in  a
proportionate manner to the scale of the Proposed Development.

In terms of engagement, it is considered that the information reached a significant number of people
and the conversations had at the in‐person exhibition were engaging and have been considered and
addressed within this PAC Report.

The  Applicant  is  committed  to  continuous  liaison  with  the  local  community  and  key  stakeholders
throughout the life of the project to ensure that local views continue to be taken account of, and the
construction is carried out in as appropriate a way as possible.

The consultation and engagement that the Applicant has carried out with the local community and
consultees is in line with the relevant statutory requirements and those of the Council. The Applicant
will continue to update the project website and members of the public will still be able to ask questions
and  comment  through  the  website,  freepost  address  and  telephone  number.  The  Applicant  will
continue to engage with the community and elected representatives throughout the planning process.
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Appendix A – EAC E‐mail Consultation
EAC E‐mail Consultation



SL95 PAN Additional Consultation Activity Requirement

Governance
Chief Governance Officer, Solicitor to the Council
and Council Monitoring Officer: David Mitchell

Telephone: 01563 576790
Email: submittoplanning@east-ayrshire.gov.uk

The Opera House
8 John Finnie Street
Kilmarnock, KA1 1DD
T E L:  0 1 5 6 3  5 7 6 790
F A X: 0 1 5 6 3   5 54592
www.east-ayrshire.gov.uk

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
(as amended by The Planning etc. (Scotland) Act 2006)

Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure)(Scotland) Regulations 2013

TO : Statkraft UK Ltd
Per Arcus Consultancy Services
7th Floor
144 West George Street
Glasgow
G2 2HG

PARTICULARS OF PROPOSED APPLICATION: Major development up to 50MW capacity energy
generation with battery containers, transformers, approx.. 350m tracks & planting.

AT: Land South Of Ayr Road
Coylton

BY: Statkraft UK Ltd
Per Arcus Consultancy Services

REQUIREMENT FOR MORE CONSULTATION ACTIVITY IN RESPECT OF PROPOSAL OF
APPLICATION NOTICE

Your Proposal of Application Notice (PAN), reference no. 22/0004/PREAPP, has been examined and, given
the nature, extent and location of the intended development, the Council considers that additional consultation
activity will be required to be undertaken by yourselves with regard to the proposed development. The Council
considers that the requirements listed below are proportionate, specific and reasonable having regard to the
development.

The Council considers that the 9CC group representing nine community councils should be consulted on the
pre-application process, and that they are also informed on the progress of the development proposal post
submission. For the avoidance of doubt, the Community Councils are as listed below.

Further details of the necessary pre-application consultation the Council expects to be undertaken is
set out below:

Description of proposed development

Planning Circular 3/2013 Development Management Procedures states that descriptions should accurately
and adequately convey to the layman what the development involves.  The description set out in the PAN uses
a degree of shorthand but does outline the main elements of the proposed development. The Town and
Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997, with regard to proposal of application notices, does require a description
in general terms, but any subsequent planning application must be clearly linked to the development described
in the  PAN.  A full and detailed description without abbreviations must be used in all notifications, press
notices, on-line content and all other pre-application consultation documentation to ensure the public and all

The Community Councils to be consulted are:- New Cumnock, Dalmellington, Auchinleck, Cumnock,
Netherthird, Cronberry – Lugar and Logan, Patna, Drongan – Rankinston & Stair and Ochiltree and
Skares. Combined these form the ‘9CC Group’.



those consulted are fully informed and are left in no doubt as to what the development involves, in the interests
of full engagement. Descriptions have to clearly explain that the 50MW figure is the generating capacity.

Press Notice

The Council is satisfied that the Press Notice will be placed in the Cumnock Chronicle and the Kilmarnock
Standard newspaper.

The press notice, in addition to including a link to a dedicated project website must include the following detail:

1) The description and location of the proposed development

2) Details as to where further information on the proposed development may be obtained including online

3) The appropriate dates, times and location of the two public events.

4) A statement explaining how and by when persons wishing to make comments on the proposed
development can do so to the prospective applicant.

5) A statement explaining that comments made to the prospective applicant are not representations to
East Ayrshire Council and if the prospective applicant submits a planning application there will be an
opportunity to make direct representations to East Ayrshire Council’s Planning Department

The above listed details should also be shown on a dedicated project website and on information leaflets, and
posters.

The Council require to review a copy of the advertisement before is it released for publication.

Publicity of the events

Aside from notifying the aforementioned Community Councils and elected members the Council would expect
notices and leaflets to be placed in public places at least 7 days prior to each of the two events.  In Coylton,
notices and leaflets can be placed in, albeit not exclusively, the following places – Pharmacy (13 Joppa) –
Coylton Primary School (Main Street) – Claude Hamilton Hall (Hill Head). In Drongan, notices and leaflets can
be placed in the following, albeit not exclusively; Primary School and Community Centre (Coronation Road)
and Taiglum Medical Practice (Mill of Shield Road). In Ochiltree, notices and leaflets can be placed in the
following, albeit not exclusively; Ochiltree Primary School (Main Street) and Pharmacy (also Main Street).

The leaflets should include visual material on the form of the proposed development, in addition to the details
(dates, times and locations) of the public events, and links to a dedicated website and any social media pages
created for the proposed development.

The dates set out in the PAN (Proposal of Application Notice) are satisfactory. Both dates avoid the school
holiday period and should maximise public attendance. The public event of Thursday 26 May 2022 is listed as
ending at 18:30 – this should be extended to 20:30 to allow people sufficient time to return home from work
and still be able to attend the event should they wish to do so.

Under the Town and Country Planning (Miscellaneous Temporary Modifications) (Scotland) Regulations 2022
and the Coronavirus (Scotland) Acts (Amendment of Expiry Dates) Regulations 2022 the applicant has the
option (until 30th September 2022) to replace face to face in person public events with virtual public events.
The Council is satisfied that the applicant has opted to organise one in person physical public event and an
additional virtual event. The virtual event should be arranged to include the option of being able to dial in by
phone as well as using a video link to account for any bandwidth issues for those in rural areas where video
conferencing can cause problems for slower internet speeds.

Time and duration of the events

The submitted documentation does correctly outline a time, place and duration for the public events, though
as noted previously, the duration of the physical event should be extended so that it runs until 20:30 to provide
sufficient time for people to attend after work.
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Appendix  B  ‐  Letters  to  Community  Councils  and
Councillors
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Appendix C – Site Notices
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Appendix D ‐ Newspaper Adverts
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Appendix E ‐ Public Exhibition Pictures
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Appendix  F  –  Project  Website
https://projects.statkraft.co.uk/coylton/
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Appendix G – Online Exhibition
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Appendix H – Invitation to Public Exhibition
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Appendix I – Site Plan
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Appendix J – Online Feedback Form
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Appendix K – Reply Card
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Appendix L – Site Photomontages
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Appendix M – Consultation Invitation Distribution
Area




