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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
1.1 This Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) has been prepared in support of an application for full planning 

permission submitted to Durham County Council under the provisions of the Town and Country Planning Act 
1990 (as amended) on behalf of Statkraft UK LTD (the “Applicant”).  
 

1.2 The SCI outlines the pre-application public consultation activity undertaken by the Applicant regarding 
Spennymoor Greener Grid Park prior to the submission of a planning application, seeking: 

 
“Full permission for construction of a Greener Grid Park comprising energy storage and grid balancing 
equipment, along with associated infrastructure, landscaping and access.” 
 

1.3 The applicant conducted a programme of public consultation and stakeholder engagement with regards to its 
proposal in July 2022. Both traditional and digital engagement ensured that comprehensive and meaningful 
engagement took place. This included a dedicated project website, https://www.statkraft.co.uk/spennymoor/, 
where members of the public could submit feedback and reach out to the project team, and an in-person Public 
Exhibition to present the plans. 

 
1.4 The Applicant also contacted local stakeholders, including ward members and local town councils to inform 

them of the plans and invite them to engage in the pre-application consultation. The Applicant is continuing to 
engage with Ferryhill Town Council on the plans and will keep them updated as the plans progress. 
 

1.5 The comments received during public consultation are detailed in the feedback section of this report. A number 
of the issues raised during stakeholder engagement have informed amendments to the initial proposal, 
including extra visual representations of the project as viewed from Ferryhill and additional landscaping to the 
south of the site and a more detailed drainage scheme. 
 

1.6 The SCI has been written in line with Durham County Council’s Statement of Community Involvement, the 
Revised National Planning Policy Framework (2021) and the Localism Act (2011) to ensure that local people are 
at the heart of the planning system. 
 

1.7 This statement forms part of a portfolio of documents submitted as part of the planning application for the 
scheme.  
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2. CONSULTATION POLICY CONTEXT 

 
2.1 The consultation programme was undertaken at the pre-application stage. It has been carried out in accordance 
with Section 122 of the Localism Act 2011, which requires developers to carry out pre-application consultation with local 
communities. 
 
2.2 The consultation programme was also carried out in accordance with the Revised National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF) 2021, which encourages proactive community engagement. Paragraph 132 of the NPPF 2021 states 
that: 
 
“Applicants should work closely with those affected by their proposals to evolve designs that take account of the views 
of the community. Applications that can demonstrate early, proactive and effective engagement with the community 
should be looked on more favourably than those that cannot.” 
 
2.3 Additionally, it followed the guidelines of Durham County Council’s Statement of Community Involvement 
(2020), which sets out the importance of involving statutory bodies and the community in pre-application consultations 
and planning applications. Section 4.35 of the SCI states: 
 
“We encourage the developers to engage with the local community in developing their proposals and ahead of 
submission of a planning application.”  
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3. CONSULTATION ACTIVITY 

 
3.1	 The Applicant has undertaken the process of pre-application consultation in line with national and local 
guidance and requirements. This provided an important opportunity to engage with the Council, key stakeholders and 
the local community to gather feedback and enable issues and concerns to be addressed prior to the submission of the 
planning application, where reasonably possible. 
 
3.2	 The Application Proposal has benefitted from extensive pre-app discussions with the Council.  A pre-app 
meeting was held on 25 July 2022 where technical departments attended and provided input into the project.   
 
CONSULTATION WITH LOCAL STAKEHOLDERS 
 
3.3 On 6th July 2022, a letter was issued to local stakeholders (Appendix 1) to members of Durham County Council, 
including ward councillors, Ferryhill Town Council and Spennymoor Town Council. The applicant has since provided Ward 
Councillors with an update on the public exhibition covering the main points raised at the exhibition and how we are 
addressing these key points.   
 
3.4 Further discussions are taking place with Ferryhill Town Council.  
 
 
COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 
 
3.5 The Applicant opted to undertake a hybrid consultation which included a digital consultation on a project 
website and an in-person Public Exhibition for people to meet the team and view plans in detail.  
 
3.6 On 8th July 2022, the Applicant issued a consultation leaflet (Appendix 2) to 2,048 addresses within an agreed 
consultation zone (Appendix 3). The leaflet introduced the proposals and provided details of a project website and the 
upcoming Public Exhibition event.  
 
3.7 An email address was also included so that residents could contact the project team to find out more about the 
proposals (UKProjects@statkraft.com). A total of three emails were received over the consultation period and can be 
viewed in Appendix 4.  
 
3.8	 Members of the public could also contact the project team on 0800 772 0668 or visit the website to request a 
call back. One call was received and made over the consultation period and a log can be viewed in Appendix 5. 
 
3.9	 A bespoke webpage (https://www.statkraft.co.uk/spennymoor) (Appendix 6) was also created and enabled 
residents to learn more about the proposals and the Applicant and submit feedback. The webpage also detailed how to 
get in contact with the project team. The consultation website received a total of 119 unique visitors during the 
consultation period. 
 
3.10	 The Applicant also bought advertising space in the local newspaper, The Northern Echo, which advertised the 
Public Exhibition event. This advert appeared in the print edition of the Northern Echo (Appendix 7) on 15th July and on 
the newspaper’s website from 14th July to 18th July. 
 
3.11	 A public consultation event took place on 19th July 2022 at Ferryhill Masonic Hall (Appendix 8) where the local 
community were able to find out more about the proposals from the project team. This event provided details on the 
site, introduced the Applicant and provided members of the public a chance to meet the public and gather feedback on 
the proposals. A total of 31 people attended the Public Exhibition. 
 
3.12	 Following the Public Exhibition on 19th July 2022, the website featured a virtual consultation page 
(https://www.statkraft.co.uk/projects/Spennymoor/virtual-exhibition-Spennymoor-Greener-Grid-Park/) (Appendix 9), 
The virtual consultation page included all of the written information provided at the in person Public Exhibition on 19th 
July 2022, including a copy of the exhibition brochure (Appendix 10) and visualisations of the site (Appendix 11).  
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4. FEEDBACK 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
4.1 Local residents were given the opportunity to submit feedback either by filling out a survey on the dedicated 
project website and Public Exhibition, or by getting in touch through email. 
 
4.2	 The website survey consisted of three multiple choice questions which were related to clarity of the proposals, 
feelings about increased renewable energy generation in the UK and feelings about the proposed development. Below 
this was space for written feedback and further comments. No digital responses to the survey were received throughout 
the consultation period.  The survey is available to view in Appendix 12. 
 
4.3	 The Public Exhibition survey gave attendees space to provide written feedback. A total of eight surveys were 
received at the Public Exhibition. Two of these included only the respondents’ personal details so that they could be 
kept informed about the plans.  
	
QUALITITAVE ANALYISIS 
 
4.4	 At the Public Exhibition and on the website survey, consultees were asked to submit written feedback. As well 
as this, residents emailed their comments and questions. 
 
4.5	 Six consultees submitted written feedback through the survey at the Public Exhibition (Appendix 13) Further to 
this, a total of three emails were received which also included feedback on the plans and a complaint about damage to 
the road near the site. One phone call was also received on 14th July which was about site access and access through the 
site. 
 
4.6 A number of residents left comments that were supportive of the proposals, such as: 
 

• “We have lived on the north side of North Street for over 50 years and enjoyed a wonderful panoramic view of 
County Durham. This project will not interfere with the horizon nor with the view of the ground at a lower level.   
We think it is an excellent idea.” 

• “Real, excellent opportunities to develop links.” 
• “Great project. If today doesn’t confirm the urgent need for net zero, I don’t know what else will! Good luck!” 

[temperatures on the day of the public exhibition were at a record high] 
• “Sounds like a great project, with benefits to our local community and helping us achieve net zero.” 
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4.7 The analysis has identified some additional themes. The topics that were cited most often are outlined below. 
 
Traffic: 

• Traffic impact at access points (A688 and old road which is accessed by Pine Road / East Howle Cemetery 
junction) 

• School children safety 
 
Community impact: 

• Construction timescales 
• Noise impact 
• Visual impact 

 
Safety 

• Safety of alkali metal in batteries 
• Cooling of batteries 
• Fire safety measures 

 
Other 

• Electricity delivery to batteries 
• Work with local community and schools 
• Second site proposed 
• Site should be adjacent to a commercial development 
• Ribbon development with another project 
• Questioning genuinely greener technology 
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5. RESPONSE TO FEEDBACK 

 
5.1 The feedback in section 4 shows that residents are interested in traffic, construction times and noise. 
 
5.2  The Applicant has provided a response to issues raised through feedback in the points below. 

ISSUE RESPONSE 
TRAFFIC The Developer’s preferred route for construction traffic is via the A1 

(M) and the A688.  
 
During construction the number of traffic management measures will 
be put in place to help reduce disruption in the local area. These 
measures have been laid out in the construction traffic management 
plan included with this planning application. They include but are not 
limited to: 
 

1. Direction signage signposting traffic on the agreed access 
route; 

2. Providing the public with details of how to report use of 
unapproved routes or driving issues of concern; 

3. All materials delivery lorries (dry materials) will be sheeted to 
reduce dust and stop spillage on public roads; 

4. Wheel cleaning facilities will be established at the site 
entrance. A road sweeper would also be provided at site to 
ensure that the access track leading to Metal Bridge is kept 
clean; 

5. No vehicle shall reverse onto unmanaged public roads and 
shall only enter /exit the site using forward gear only; and 

6. A banksman will be provided at the site access to help guide 
traffic within the site and to ensure health and safety access 
for the site.  
 

The traffic associated with the operational phase of the development 
is minimal with occasional maintenance trips expected during the 
operation of the development.  

CONSTRUCTION TIME We anticipate the construction phase will last approximately 18 
Months. 

NOISE During construction, we will work to keep noise levels from the site to 
a minimum. We will follow all conditions imposed on construction 
activities if our application is successful. The noise levels will stay below 
the level which is set out by the council in the planning permission.  
 
The equipment once installed and operational will be clad in noise 
insulating materials. The specific equipment to be used will be selected 
once planning consent has been granted. Once the technology 
suppliers have been selected, noise studies will be carried out and 
provided to the council. The development will not exceed noise limits 
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set by the council to prevent negative impacts on residential properties 
in the area. 

SAFETY Some examples of measures safety measure Statkraft undertake on 
their Greener Grid Park Projects include: 
 
1. To separate transformers from adjacent structures and from each 
other. 
 
2. Spatial separation between the transformer and the grid balancing 
infrastructure building or the facing elevation wall of the building. 
 
3. Automatic fire, gas and smoke detection (beam based) within the 
buildings. 
 
4. Automatic fire suppression (e.g. water and/or gas-based sprinklers) 
within the buildings. 
 
5. Use of fire-resistant non-combustible materials/enclosures around 
the components. 
 
6. 24/7 remote control of the temperature of the components. 
 
Fire safety measures will be detailed within the planning statement 
and will be detailed further within the fire safety strategy report with 
the input from all suppliers and the Statkaft operations team. 
 
Statkraft will implement procedures and plans for emergency 
situations and will run regular emergency preparedness exercises in 
order to ensure that all personnel in the organisation, including third 
parties, are aware of how to act and react if any unplanned situations 
should occur. Agreements will be made, and cooperation established 
with local emergency services for training and exercises in order to 
secure own personnel, third parties, environment and properties. 

VISUAL IMPACT During the consultation period it was brought to our attention that we 
had not provided a visual representation of the project from Ferryhill 
to the south. We have since rectified this and have provided 
photomontages which show the view from Ferryhill which we have 
uploaded to the website and added to Appendix 14. 
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6. CONCLUSION & NEXT STEPS 

 
6.1 This SCI demonstrates the pre-application consultation undertaken with local residents and stakeholders for 
the development of Spennymoor Greener Grid Park. 
 
6.2 The initial proposals were designed in response to a thorough analysis of the Spennymoor site , County Durham, 
and the surrounding area. 
 
6.3 The consultation process allowed the Applicant to further understand local views on the proposals, prior to 
submitting a planning application to Durham County Council.  
 
6.4 The feedback indicates that some residents are interested in traffic, visual impact, construction times and noise 
and some are supportive of the plans and keen to work with the project team to improve local sustainability. 
 
6.5 The project team has reviewed all feedback received during the consultation and, where possible, has 
responded to this in the final plans. 
 
6.6 The development team will continue its discussions and engagement with local residents and stakeholders as 
the application progresses. 
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7. APPENDICES 

 
APPENDIX 1: LETTER TO LOCAL STAKEHOLDERS  
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APPENDIX 2: CONSULTATION LEAFLET 
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APPENDIX 3: CONSULTATION LEAFLET DISTRIBUTION AREA (2,048 addresses) 
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APPENDIX 4: EMAILS (Personal information redacted) 
 

20.07.22 We have lived on the north side of North Street for over 50 years and enjoyed a wonderful 
panoramic view of County Durham. 
This project will not interfere with the horizon nor  with the view of the ground at a lower 
level.   We think it is an excellent idea. 
 

21.07.22  
Lovely to meet you on Tuesday at the Ferryhill consultation event. 
  
As promised, here’s my contact details. I’ve also cc’d in our Sustainability Team for your 
information. 
  
As the Business and Careers Advisor for Whitworth Park School and having excellent links 
with Ferryhill Business and Enterprise College, I would be able to make to the necessary 
introductions for you to promote your work within local secondary schools. 
  
Perhaps further discussions with our Sustainability team could also result in other possible 
links with us a local social landlord, focused on carbon reduction, with an in-depth 
knowledge of the local communities. 
  
If you would like to meet or have any further queries, please contact me 
  
Thanks 
   

21.07.22 Good Morning, 
  
I hope this email finds you well. 
  
I'd like to raise a concern about an issue that may be your responsibility or doing.  
  
At the entrance to the site, services have been laid across the road into the site. However, 
whomever has completed the works has done a terrible job and it's created a speed bump 
but on a 60mph road. Which is unacceptable and is damaging to alloy wheels.  
  
It's disappointing that the work has been signed off as acceptable and that the council have 
clearly done nothing to enforce the rectification works.  It's also disappointing that your staff 
will drive over the bump and have not actioned the rectification.  
  
Forgive me if this is not down to you but it certainly down to the substation works in that 
area. If you know whom I can contact that would be appreciated  
  
I'd really appreciate this been looked into, if it is down to you it would be great to have this 
sorted a.s.a.p or risk receiving bills for buckled wheels.  
  
I will also raise this issue with Durham and Spennymoor Council. 
  
Kind regards 
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APPENDIX 5: PHONE LOG (Personal information redacted) 
 
14.07.22 In the original plan, there was an access route that went through agricultural land. 

The illustration in the new leaflet shows the improved site but still has the outline of 
a fenced track going across agricultural land. 
A solid blue line showing the edge of the site and a dotted blue line showing a track 
which he described as not being there. 
Access should come off the nearby main road and was positive about the changes 
to the original proposal  
The entrance at somewhere called East Howell is the start of the track he was 
mentioning. 
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APPENDIX 6: PROJECT WEBSITE - https://www.statkraft.co.uk/spennymoor/ 
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APPENDIX 7: NORTHERN ECHO ADVERTISEMENT  
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APPENDIX 8: PUBLIC EXHIBITION IMAGES 
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APPENDIX 9: VIRTUAL EXHIBITION (HOSTED ON CONSULTATION WEBSITE) 
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APPENDIX 10: EXHIBITION BROCHURE 

 



 

26 
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APPENDIX 11: VIEWS FROM THE SITE 
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APPENDIX 12: ONLINE SURVEY 
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APPENDIX 13: REPLY CARDS (Personal information redacted) 
19.07.22 Real excellent opportunities to develop links. As a social community landlord with excellent 

community links, we need to work together on communication, school works etc. 
 
I am currently careers Advisor for Whitworth Park School, Sp/moor + FBEC, Ferryhill so can make 
introductions. 
 
We (are) currently working on 8,500 properties carrying out retrofit to ensure carbon reduction. We 
have the same aims and aspirations in this area. 
 
Great project. If today doesn't confirm the urgent need for Netzero, I don't know what else will! Good 
luck! 

19.07.22 No evidence of view after landscaping in brochure 
 
This is ribbon development, with the other proposal, the whole project should be sited adjacent to 
commercial development at Thinford 

19.07.22 Sounds like a great project with benefits to our local community & helping us achieve net zero 
19.07.22 There are issues or concerns which I would like to raise. 

1. Noise Pollution to residential properties at Thinford, Ferry and metal Bridge due to cooling 
equipment and the 'flywheel' energy stores; 
2. Site access for construction traffic either from the A688 [Thinford-East Howle] or the use of the 
narrow old road which is accessed from a very busy junction at Pine Road/ East Howle cemetery. The 
A688 is a very busy road all times and often there are long tail-backs to Thinford roundabout. Any 
traffic additional traffic and any control introduced will lead to additional traffic diverting along Pine 
Road into Ferryhill 
3. Safety. Lithium is a Group 1 alkali metal which although being the least reactive member of this 
group is still very reactive. Lithium burns easily and lithium fires are difficult to extinguish using 
conventional techniques. The usual method to prevent a lithium fire is by continuously cooling the 
batteries. It is not clear how this constant cooling will be maintained if such cooling fails, how a fire 
and athmospheric pollution it creates will be managed. In all directions from the proposed site there 
is high density population [Ferryhill to the South, Hett to the North, West Cornforth to the East and 
Spennymoor to the West] which will be at risk if an uncontrolled fire broke out at this site. 

19.07.22 Concerns about access from a very busy and fast road (Thinford/ Metal Bridge).  
Concerns about construction traffic using East Howle Road which is used by residents, children going 
to school. 
Noise levels? Two sites proposed?? Impact on the visuality from Ferryhill Greenn field sites 
disappearing. 
Misconception that it is 'Greener' energy.  
use of lithium is cause for concern 
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APPENDIX 14: VIEWS FROM FERRYHILL 

 

 



 

37 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

38 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

39 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

40 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

41 
 

 

 


