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1 Context 
1.1 Overview 
1.1.1 This PAC report has been prepared on behalf of Alleston Clean Energy Limited (the Applicant) in 

support of a Development of National Significance (DNS) application for a ground mounted photovoltaic 
(PV) solar farm (with a generating capacity of 30 MW) together with associated equipment, 
infrastructure and ancillary works (the Development) on land at Alleston Farm, Lower Lamphey Road, 
Lamphey, Pembrokeshire (the Site, see Figure 1.1). The Site extends to approximately 96 hectares (ha) 
and is located within the administrative boundary of Pembrokeshire County Council (PCC).  

1.1.2 This PAC Report sets out the consultation activity undertaken ahead of the DNS application 
submission.  In addition, it sets out the feedback received throughout the consultation period and where 
it has or where it could not be used, to shape the Development. A timeline of all consultation undertaken 
is provided in Appendix A. 

1.2 The Proposed Development 
1.2.1 The Site encompasses approximately 96 hectares (ha) and comprises of several agricultural fields 

separated by rows of mature hedgerows. A Field Numbering Plan (Figure 3.1) identifies the 14 fields 
within the Site. Alleston Farmhouse, a Grade II Listed building, and the associated buildings are the 
only built structures on the Site and are located within its centre, accessed from the north along Lower 
Lamphey Road and West along Watery Lane, both along unnamed tracks. Within the eastern region of 
the Site are a collection of fields currently used for equestrian activities, which can continue throughout 
the operational lifetime of the development. Whilst an area of mature trees and vegetation is located 
within the south-western region of the Site and run into the central region of the Site, this collection of 
trees is known as Alleston Wood and is classified as Ancient Woodland.  

1.2.2 In terms of topography, the Site slopes downwards from highpoints in south and west (approximately 55 
Above Ordnance Datum) towards the north and east, and two unnamed watercourses are located in the 
north of the Site. Additionally, a watercourse is located along the south western boundary, within the 
existing woodland. 

1.2.3 There are two Public Right of Ways (PRoW) which cross and meet in the centre of the Site. The first 
PRoW (SP32/52) runs to the western boundary of the Site and is accessible via Watery Lane. This 
PRoW connects to a bridleway (SP32/68) which borders the west of the Site and runs in a north-south 
direction, on Watery Lane. The second PRoW (SP32/51) runs in a north-south direction across the 
northern and southern area of the Site. This PRoW will be diverted to the southwestern edge of the 
farm’s boundary via a Secondary Consent submitted alongside the main application.  

1.3 About the Applicant 
1.3.1 The Applicant is a wholly owned subsidiary of Statkraft UK Ltd (hereafter referred to as ‘Statkraft’). 

1.3.2 Statkraft is a leading company in hydropower internationally and Europe’s largest generator of 
renewable energy. The Group produces hydropower, wind power, solar power and supplies district 
heating. Statkraft is a global company in energy market operations and has 6,000 employees in over 20 
countries. Statkraft produces hydropower, wind power, solar power and supplies district heating, 
generating 62 TWh of renewable power. 

1.3.3 Statkraft is at the heart of the UK’s energy transition. Since 2006, Statkraft has gone from strength to 
strength in the UK, building experience across wind, solar, hydro, storage, grid stability, EV charging, 
green hydrogen and a thriving markets business. Statkraft has invested over £1.3 billion into the UK’s 
renewable energy infrastructure and facilitated over 4 GW of new-build renewable energy generation 
through Power Purchase Agreements (PPA). Statkraft develops, constructs, owns and operates 
renewable facilities across the UK and employs over 600 people in offices across Scotland, England 
and Wales. 

1.3.4 Further information about Statkraft can be found at www.statkraft.co.uk 

http://www.statkraft.co.uk/
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1.4 Consultation Guidance and Measures  
1.4.1 The Development comprises the construction, operation and decommissioning of a grid connected solar 

farm.  The solar farm has a generating capacity between 10 and 350 megawatts (MW) and therefore 
falls within the definition of a ‘Development of National Significance’ (DNS)1.  

1.4.2 Guidance for consultation and publicity relating to the DNS process is laid out in the Developments of 
National Significance Procedural Guidance, published in 2019. This document also lays out the 
requirements for completion of the PAC.  

1.4.3 However, as noted in Section 1 above, the Applicant prioritises community engagement and recognises 
the benefits of carrying out early and meaningful consultation during the planning process and follows 
best practice of producing a PAC Report. 

  

 
1 Under Section 4 (1) of the Developments of National Significance (Specified Criteria and Prescribed Secondary 
Consents (Wales) Regulations 2016 as (amended), for the purpose of s62(D) of the Planning (Wales) Act 2015 
(‘the Wales Act’) 
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2 Non-Statutory Consultation 
2.1 Overview 
2.1.1 The Non-Statutory Consultation, also referred to as Early Engagement, was carried out in accordance 

with the published Consultation Plan, which can be found in Appendix B. 

2.1.2 The early engagement took place between 31st October and the 8th November 2023, and the non-
statutory consultation took place between the 9th November and 14th December 2023, with 
consultation events on the 29th and 30th November 2023. 

2.1.3 The Development received positive support in both early engagement and non-statutory consultation. 
The investment in the local area and the need for more green energy were recognised as key benefits. 
57% of those who responded to the early engagement supported the development of a solar farm at the 
location. A range of useful feedback was provided to help refine the design for the Development. This 
included information about areas at risk of flooding, details of how local residents use the Public Rights 
of Way (PRoW), and a range of feedback on the proposed transport route.  

2.2 Consultation Process 
2.2.1 Early engagement began on 31st October, when key stakeholders, including local councillors, the host 

Town Council and neighbouring Community Council, the local MP, local and regional MS’s were 
informed of the project and upcoming consultation. The public consultation began on 9th November and 
ran until 14th December, with in person consultation events held on Wednesday 29th and Thursday 
30th November.  

2.2.2 The public consultation was communicated using a direct mailing to local residents, adverts in local 
news publications and posters in local venues. The information made available at the in-person 
exhibition was also available on the project webpage (www.alleston-solar.co.uk [English]/ www.alleston-
solar.cymru [Welsh]). Consultees were encouraged to submit their feedback via email, feedback form 
(online and hard copies) or telephone. 

2.3 Legislative Context 
2.3.1 The following legislation/guidance has informed the Consultation Plan: 

• Planning (Wales) Act 2015: for a Development of National Significance (DNS), which will be 
submitted to the Planning and Environment Decisions Wales for determination by Welsh Ministers.  

• Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 

• Wales Principles of Public Engagement 

• Pembrokeshire County Council: discussion with officers and local ward members on the draft 
Consultation Plan. 

2.3.2 Statkraft is also committed to promoting Welsh language and culture, with all key consultation materials 
produced in English and Welsh.   

2.4 Stakeholder Meetings 
2.4.1 Key stakeholders (see Appendix C) were sent an email on 31st October 2023 to introduce the 

Development and invite them to a virtual meeting. A presentation was given to Cllr Mel Phillips, the 
ward member for the site, to introduce the project and discuss the draft Consultation Plan (Appendix B) 
with members of the project team. Neighbouring county councillors Cllr Jon Harvey and Cllr Tessa 
Hodgson were also invited to the meeting but were unable to attend. 

2.4.2 Following discussions with Cllr Phillips, an additional (third) exhibition was organised for Pembroke 
Town Hall. An update email was sent to key stakeholders on 15th November 2023 with the information 
about this additional event. 

2.4.3 The following stakeholder meetings were held:  

Stakeholder meeting 1 
Date: 16:00, 16 November 2023 
Venue: Online (Microsoft Teams) 
Attendees: Cllr Mel Phillips (Pembrokeshire County Council),  
Key discussion points: 

• Statkraft gave a short presentation about Statkraft and the emerging proposals and asked for any feedback 
on the draft Consultation Plan and engagement methods. 

http://www.alleston-solar.co.uk/
www.alleston-solar.cymru
www.alleston-solar.cymru
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• Cllr Phillips expressed concern that there was no event planned for Pembroke and suggested that 
an additional event should be held in Pembroke Town Hall, which was subsequently arranged. 

• Cllr Philips requested details of the project transport route, highlighting the existing traffic and users 
on Lower Lamphey Road. 

2.5 Non-Statutory Consultation – Advertisement 
2.5.1 The non-statutory consultation on the emerging proposals for the Development took place between 9th 

November and 14th December 2023. This section provides a summary of the communications and 
engagement activity during non-statutory consultation.  

2.5.2 A variety of consultation tools and communication channels were used to encourage participation in the 
consultation from stakeholders and the local community, which are set out below: 

Resident Invite and Feedback Form 

2.5.3 A bilingual resident invitation introducing the emerging proposals for the Development was posted to 
1,549 properties (1,527 residential and 22 business addresses) in the defined consultation zone 
(approximately 3.41 square miles of the site as shown in Appendix D) and emailed to stakeholders 
(including elected representatives, schools, community and interest groups) in the consultation zone 
and wider area (listed in Appendix E).  

2.5.4 The resident invitation introduced Statkraft and provided an overview of the site and the proposals as 
well as feedback mechanisms, consultation events and contact details (see Appendix F).  

2.5.5 The resident invitation was sent by 1st class mail on the 8th of November to land on doorsteps and 
launch the project on the 9th of November. This gave almost three weeks’ notice of the consultation 
events that took place on 29th/30th November 2023. 

2.5.6 The resident invitation included a feedback form with a freepost envelope. The same forms were also 
available to be completed by those attending the consultation events.  

2.5.7 A copy of the feedback form is attached in Appendix H. 

Website 

2.5.8 A website was set up at the start of the project to provide information about the site, proposals, 
consultation events, local benefits, FAQs, feedback mechanisms, supplier registration, and contact 
details so local communities and stakeholders can find out more and comment on the emerging 
proposals: www.alleston-solar.co.uk [English]/ www.alleston-solar.cymru [Welsh]. A screenshot of the 
website is included in Appendix G. 

2.5.9 An online feedback form was produced to gather feedback during the non-statutory consultation. This 
was made available on project website at the start of the consultation at www.alleston-solar.co.uk 
[English]/ www.alleston-solar.cymru [Welsh]. 

2.5.10 176 unique visitors logged into the website during the non-statutory consultation 167 to the English 
version and nine to the Welsh version. 

Press Release 

2.5.11 A press release was sent to local media to introduce the project and publicise the consultation on 9th 
November 2023 (see Appendix I). The press release was sent to: 

• The Tenby Observer 

• The Pembroke and Pembroke Dock Observer 

2.5.12 Coverage included: 

Date Paper Headline 
20/11/23 The Tenby Observer Statkraft announces community consultation 

events for Alleston Solar Farm 
 

Advertising 

2.5.13 A number of tools were used to ensure the wider public, who didn’t receive the newsletter, were 
informed about the emerging proposals and had an opportunity to participate in the consultation. 

Newspaper Advert 

2.5.14 An advert was placed on page 13 in the Western Telegraph and page 7 in the Pembroke and Pembroke 
Dock Observer on Wednesday 15th November to advertise the public exhibitions (see Appendix J). A 

www.alleston-solar.co.uk
www.alleston-solar.cymru
https://www.tenby-today.co.uk/statkraft-announces-community-consultation-events-for-alleston-solar-farm-649696
https://www.tenby-today.co.uk/statkraft-announces-community-consultation-events-for-alleston-solar-farm-649696
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digital advert was also placed on the Western Telegraph website for seven days leading up to the first 
exhibition on the 29th November. 

Posters 

2.5.15 A copy of the A4 advert was emailed to local venues in the area to be used as posters to advertise the 
exhibitions (see Appendix J). This was sent to: 

• Lamphey Primary School 

• Golden Grove 

• Lamphey Jubilee Hall 

• Lamphey (St. Tyfei) Church 

• Lamphey Village Hall 

• Foundry House Community Centre 

• Pembroke Library & Tourist Centre 

• Pembroke Rugby Football Club 

• Pembroke Cricket Club 

• Lamphey Cricket Club 

• Pembroke Town Council 

• Lamphey Community Council 

• Stackpole and Castlemartin Community Council 

2.6 Non-Statutory Engagement – Public Exhibition 
2.6.1 The exhibitions provided an opportunity for the local community to meet the project team and discuss 

the proposals at local venues. 

2.6.2 Originally two public exhibitions were organised due to venue availability, but an additional event was 
organised at Pembroke Town Hall at the request the local county councillor Mel Phillips. 

2.6.3 The following drop in events took place: 

Date Time Venue Attendees 

Wednesday 29 
November 2023 

9:45am - 12:45pm Pembroke Town Hall, SA71 4JS 17 

Wednesday 29 
November 2023 

2pm – 7pm Lamphey Jubilee Hall, SA71 5NR 49 

Thursday 30 
November 2023 

10am – 2pm Pennar Community Hall, Pembroke Dock, 
SA72 6SH 

6 

2.6.4 These venues were chosen because they had availability, space for the exhibition materials, disabled 
access, good public transport links, parking onsite or nearby, and were either central to the community, 
closest to the site or suggested by the local councillor.  
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2.6.5 There were 10 exhibition boards (5 Welsh and 5 English) with the following information: 

• Board 1 – welcome to the event and information about Statkraft - globally and in the UK. 

• Board 2 – project summary, red line map and information on the planning process. 

• Board 3 – environmental considerations. 

• Board 4 – community benefits, including the community benefit fund, local investment and 
biodiversity enhancements. 

• Board 5 – feedback options, next steps (including project timeline) and contact details. 

2.6.6 The boards were produced and displayed in English and Welsh at each of the venues and were 
available to download from the project website. The exhibition boards are attached in Appendix K. 

2.6.7 Feedback forms and newsletters were also available at the events for attendees.  

2.6.8 A bilingual A2 Constraint maps and an OS map were also available for attendees to view. 
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2.6.9 An area for children was available at each of the events with Welsh and English language children’s 
books, colouring books and puzzle books.  

2.6.10 Each exhibition included a pull up banner with information on Statkraft’s partner, Solar Aid, a charity 
helping to provide access to clean energy in Africa. Pamphlets and seed packets were also made 
available for attendees. 

 
2.6.11 Events were held at different times of the day to allow the most opportunity for local people to attend 

around their work/life schedules. 

2.6.12 The following key issues raised during the consultation were: 

• Traffic along Lower Lamphey Road; residents highlighted existing transport issues as the road 
is narrow and used for resident parking, which can cause bottlenecks and cars have been 
damaged. It is also used by HGVs.  

• Lower Lamphey Road has a high frequency of use for recreational activities – bike rides, Iron 
Man marathon, horse riding, walking etc.  

• Visual impact of panels – especially for residents on Lower Lamphey Road.  

• Impact on PRoW – and questions if they would be lost or diverted 

• Condition of existing PRoW and potential upgrades 

• Positive business investment in the area, including opportunities for local businesses in the 
supply chain.  

• Agricultural/best and most versatile (BMV) land, which it would be better to use for farming 
and growing crops than for solar energy.  

• Accuracy of existing flood risk data versus observed flooding by local residents.  

• Impact on tourism, and therefore businesses, during construction in the busier summer 
months.  

• Opportunities for skills and educational opportunities linked to the solar park. 

• Grid connection – concerns around the need for additional pylons and cabling.  

• Housing – suggestions the land would be better used for housing; to meet need for additional 
housing in the area.  

• Encouraging self-sufficiency in generation in Wales. 

• Concern around glare from panels.  

• Opportunities to encourage new habitats for bird and mammal species. Concerns around the 
removal of existing hedgerows and the impact on wildlife.  
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• Planting – residents wanted to ensure that native species would be used for the planting of 
meadows.  

• Impact on the Grade II listed farmhouse, located in the centre of the site.  

• House devaluation due to impact on views and proximity to solar panel farm.  

• Provision of buffer zones around the site  

• Some people questioned why there was an event being held in Pembroke Dock.  

• Some people were not aware of and hadn’t seen any advertisement for the additional event 
that was arranged for Pembroke Town Hall.  

• Concern over investment remaining in Wales. 

2.7 Summary of Feedback 
2.7.1 A total of 4 email or website enquiries were received during the non-statutory consultation. Two of these 

were requests for additional copies of the newsletter or posters to help advertise the public events and 
two were other queries regarding the project.  

2.7.2 During the non-statutory consultation, 74 feedback forms were completed in person at exhibitions, 
online or returned using the freepost address. Copies of these feedback forms are attached as 
Appendix H. 

2.7.3 Of those who responded to the question asking: ‘Do you think that the country needs to generate more 
electricity from renewable sources?’, 86% of respondent were supportive of renewable energy, with only 
3% unsupportive.  

 
2.7.4 Answering the follow-on question ‘Do you agree that solar farms are a good way to achieve this?’, 67% 

of respondents agreed, with only 16% of replies disagreeing.  

Yes
86%

No
3% Maybe

11%

Do you think that the country needs to generate more 
electricity from renewable sources?
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2.7.5 In answer to the question ‘Which of the following best describes your initial thoughts on the emerging 

proposals for Alleston Solar Farm?’, 57% of respondents said that they were supportive or very 
supportive, with 24% opposed or strongly opposed. 19% of respondents were neither supportive or 
opposed. 

 

Strongly Supportive
24%

Supportive
33%

Neither
19%

Opposed
3%

Strongly Opposed
21%

Which of the following best describes your initial thoughts on 
the emerging proposals for Alleston Solar Farm?

Yes
67%

No
16%

Maybe
17%

Do you agree that solar farms are a good way to achieve this?
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2.7.6 Key considerations respondents thought should be taken into account as the proposals were developed 

for the Development included:  

• Transport: Residents raised the existing traffic along Lower Lamphey Road and the potential 
impacts of construction traffic on householders and users of the route, including young people 
travelling to school, cyclists, walkers and horse riders. 

• Concerns about flood risk zone: Some respondents suggested that part of the proposed site 
may be at greater risk of flooding than suggested by existing flood risk data. 

• Agricultural Land: Respondents were concerned about the potential impact of the solar site on 
local food production and food security, citing nearby areas of high quality agricultural land.  

• Community Benefit: The development of a community benefit fund available to communities in 
both Pembroke and Lamphey was welcomed, with some residents suggesting possible uses, 
including helping to restore historic buildings and funding a new or expanded cemetery. 

Preservation of Public Rights of Way: Residents noted the popularity of local rights of way, but 
noted that conditions or levels of access had deteriorated. There was clear desire that routes 
be preserved on existing or diverted lines to allow for recreational access.  

2.7.7 Respondents to the consultation have been broadly supportive of the proposal, welcoming the 
investment in the area and Pembroke’s contribution to decarbonising the energy system in Wales and 
the UK. Amongst those expressing support, common issues raised included the impact of transport 
during construction, the need for biodiversity improvements being delivered as part of the project and 
comments regarding community benefit.  

2.7.8 The feedback provided helped the project team to make positive changes to the initial design of the 
project such as reducing the proposed area of panels, refining the transport route and designing areas 
for biodiversity enhancement. The updated designs will be presented as part of the Statutory 
Consultation. 

2.8 Main Issues and Responses 
2.8.1 During the consultation period residents and interested parties were invited to provide feedback on the 

project proposals. They were able to do in response to the newsletter mailing, in-person at the 
exhibition or online via the project website.  

2.8.2 The table below summarises the issues raised by non-statutory consultees during the consultation and 
have been organised according to the chapters in Environmental Statement. 

Issue Raised Response 

Site and Development (Chapter 3 of the ES)  

End of Life: Respondents queried how the end of life 
of the solar farm would be dealt with and if the land 
would be restored in the future.  
 
“Will there be a legally binding commitment to remove 
the solar farm (if permitted) at the end of its life and 
return land fully to agriculture.” 

The planning application is for a temporary 
development only and it is entirely reversible. Once 
the 40 years operational life is complete, the solar 
arrays and site infrastructure will be 
decommissioned, and the site can return to its 
original use. The operational life and requirements 
for decommissioning will be part of our planning 
permission if the project is consented. 

Alternatives and Design Evolution (Chapter 4 of the 
ES) 

 

Other forms of generation: Other forms of generation 
were proposed as alternatives to the solar farm, 
including rooftop solar, offshore and onshore wind and 
tidal generation.  
 
“I firmly believe that solar panels should be put on all 
new houses and factories etc. that way we wouldn't be 
covering our fields with these horrible things” 
 
“Investigate tidal energy not ruin our countryside!!!! 

To successfully decarbonise the UK’s energy 
network, we require a mixture of different 
generation sources, including solar, wind and 
emerging technologies such as tidal generation.  
Solar is currently amongst the cheapest of the 
available generation technologies and can be 
employed more rapidly than alternatives. and 
contribute to bringing down the overall price of 
energy.  
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Construction and Methodology Phasing (Chapter 5 
of the ES) 

 

Transport: A number of respondents expressed 
concern regarding traffic on Lower Lamphey Road 
during construction.   
 
“High volume of traffic in construction already a 
problem on this road” 
 
“I am concerned about the traffic involved in this 
construction. The roads in this area are not suitable. 
There is already too much heavy traffic for the narrow 
roads.” 
 
“Only concerns are lorries and traffic on the road 
between Pembroke and Lamphey and debris on the 
road.” 

We received extremely useful feedback as part of 
our consultation, which has significantly contributed 
to our transport plans. We are examining a wide 
range of measures to reduce the impact of traffic 
and to ensure a high level of safety for all users of 
Lower Lamphey Road, advanced training for drivers 
regarding road users such as cyclists and 
equestrians, clearly identifying all site vehicles and 
limiting the times that vehicles will access the site. 
The full range of measures will be included in our 
Construction Traffic Management Plan.  
The highest volume of vehicles accessing the solar 
farm will be limited to a short period of time, over 
the nine-month construction phase, with only 
occasional access once the solar farm is 
operational.  
 

Use of land for Housing: Some respondents noted 
the potential for the land to be used for housing as an 
alternative to the solar farm development.   
 
“Removes this land from future provision for homes. A 
bad idea.” 
 
“I would rather have a field of solar panels that help the 
wildlife with extra space and with grasses growing than 
people building more houses we need the green space 
for the wildlife.” 

We are not aware of any alternative proposals for 
this land to be used for housing or other forms of 
development. There are no planning applications 
for housing or allocations in the Council’s Local 
Plan for this site. One of the key benefits of a solar 
farm is that, unlike housing development, it retains 
more habitats for wildlife and can be returned to full 
agricultural use after 40 years. 

Landscape and Visual Impact (Chapter 7 of the ES)  

Visual Impact: There were some concerns expressed 
regarding the visual impact of the proposed 
development. 
 
“…not in keeping with the locality especially as it is very 
near to the Pembrokeshire national park.” 
 
“I […] am very concerned on the impact it will have on 
our views and our house price” 

Based on feedback, we have amended the design 
The site benefits from having existing screening in 
the form of woodlands and hedgerows, and we will 
expand these through our biodiversity 
enhancement measures.  

Agricultural Land (Chapter 8 of the ES)  

Best and Most Versatile Land: Respondents noted 
the high quality of agricultural land in the local area, 
suggesting that it would be more appropriate to be kept 
in agricultural use. 
 
“I support solar energy, but I don't like the use of 
agricultural land” 
 
“Probably the best land in Pembrokeshire that could be 
put to better use. Solar projects need to focus on 
wasteland!” 
 

As part of the Environmental Impact Assessment, 
the quality of the land in the proposed site will be 
assessed and reported on. Areas of Best and Most 
Valuable Land, considered to be Grade 3a and 
above, will be excluded from the proposed 
development wherever possible.  
We have removed panels from areas of BMV in the 
two northern-most fields along Lower Lamphey 
Road, as well as removing or redesigning areas of 
solar panels in areas of higher quality land.  
 
Agricultural practices will continue on site, including 
the landowners existing equestrian business. 
 
  Importantly, unlike many other forms of 
development, solar farms can operate alongside 
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continued agricultural uses and are fully reversible 
and do not result in the permanent loss of 
agricultural land. 
 
Solar farms occupy a smaller area of land in the UK 
than golf courses, far below the area of land 
currently in agricultural use. (Briefing | Fact Checker 
(solarenergyuk.org) 

Food Security: Some respondents made the point that 
use of land for solar generation threatened food 
security, making reference to wider political issues and 
concerns.  
 
“Productive agricultural land should be used to FEED 
people. Reduce imported goods to reduce balance of 
trade for United Kingdom.” 
 
“You cannot eat solar panels. You can eat WHEAT.” 
 

In 2021, the UK Government Food Security report 
identified climate change as the biggest threat to 
food security in the UK. (United Kingdom Food 
Security Report 2021 - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk))  
 
Solar Farms are significant in combating climate 
change, by helping to reduce the use of carbon-
emitting fossil fuels for generation and by providing 
the energy that we need to help decarbonise more 
widely. These changes will help us avoid the worst 
impacts of climate change.  
 

Biodiversity (Chapter 9 of the ES)  

New Plantings and habitats: New trees, local plant 
species and bird and insect habitats were amongst 
suggestions provided by respondents for the 
biodiversity enhancement plan. 
 
“Any development must ensure the local environment 
is not negatively impacted and measures are taken to 
be as pro-environment as possible”. 
 
“It is vital that environmental/ecological links are 
maintained and enhanced and retaining hedgerows 
protecting river corridors etc” 

We propose to deliver a net benefit for biodiversity 
in line with Welsh Government draft policy guidance 
as part of this project. Following completion of our 
Environmental Impact Assessment, we will use the 
data that we have gather on local flora and fauna to 
develop a detailed plan including proposed areas of 
tree planting, hedgerow restoration, pollinator 
corridors and other measures that will enhance 
local biodiversity.   
 
Our biodiversity enhancement plan will include a 
variety of measures which will benefit insect and 
pollinator populations, which will help farms and 
gardens in the surrounding area. We are committed 
to substantial biodiversity net gain.   

 

2.9 Summary and Conclusion 
2.9.1 The Non-Statutory Consultation generated important feedback for the project team. By engaging at an 

early stage, the Applicant demonstrated willingness to go beyond the required levels of consultation and 
engagement  

2.9.2 The responses show support for both solar energy in principle and the proposed location as a site for a 
solar farm, with more than 50% of respondents supporting the proposal, allowing the Applicant to 
continue development of the project with confidence. 

2.9.3 The responses to the consultation have been documented, considered and acted upon by Statkraft, 
with the following areas having a significant impact on the design presented at the Statutory 
Consultation: 

• Site size and layout: Following feedback from neighbours, the arrangement of panels has 
been amended, removing panels from the vicinity of Lower Lamphey Road. This is intended to 
reduce the visual impact on the surrounding area while continuing to maximise power 
generation. 

• Public Rights of Way: It is intended that the existing PRoW (SP32/51) will be moved to the 
west. 

• Transport: Lower Lamphey Road cannot be completely avoided during construction, however 
the feedback provided has shaped the proposed transport route and allowed development of 
a range of possible mitigations. If the project is consented engagement will continue to 
minimise negative effects on the community. 

https://solarenergyuk.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Briefing-Fact-Checker-1.pdf
https://solarenergyuk.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Briefing-Fact-Checker-1.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/united-kingdom-food-security-report-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/united-kingdom-food-security-report-2021
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2.9.4 It is considered by the Applicant that the non-statutory consultation process was essential and valuable 
in respect of obtaining and understanding feedback on the project. 

2.9.5 Importantly, the pre-application consultation process has identified and enabled the Applicant to 
address concerns raised by consultees as it refined proposals ahead of the statutory consultation. 

2.9.6 The Statutory Consultation will follow the model set by the Non-Statutory Consultation, seeking to go 
beyond the minimum requirements laid out by PEDW. The outline plan for the Statutory Consultation is 
contained within the Consultation Plan (Appendix B).  

 

3 Statutory Engagement 
3.1 Introduction 
3.1.1 The Statutory Engagement is scheduled to take place in October 2024. This report will be updated 

following the conclusion of this activity.  

4 Conclusions  
4.1 Introduction 
4.1.1 The Statutory Engagement is scheduled to take place in October 2024. This report will be updated 

following the conclusion of this activity.  

 

5 References 
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Appendix A: Consultation Timeline 
 

Date Action Consulted Parties 
31 October 2023 Notification of proposal to Key Stakeholders Key Stakeholders as per Appendix C 
8 November 2023 Dispatch of Newsletter and Reply cards via Royal 

Mail 
Local Residents 

9 November 2023 Delivery of Newsletter and Reply Cards begins Local Residents 
16 November 
2023 

Online Meeting Cllr Mel Philips 

15 November 
2023 

Publication of advertisement in Western Telegraph 
and Pembroke and Pembroke Dock Observer 

Local Residents 

20 November 
2023 

Updated poster emailed to local organisations Local Residents 

20 November 
2023 

Publication of coverage in the Tenby Observer Local Residents 

22 November 
2023 

Seven day online advertisement begins on the 
Western Telegraph website 

Local Residents 

29 November 
2023 

Public Exhibition in Pembroke and Lamphey All 

30 November 
2023 

Public Exhibition in Pembroke Dock All 

14 March 2024 Notification of delay to scoping response Key Stakeholders 
13 August 2024 Responses emails or mailed to those who requested 

a response to their feedback 
Local Residents 

8 October 2024 Notification of Statutory Consultation sent to 
residents and stakeholder 

All 
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Appendix B: Consultation Plan 
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Appendix C: Non-Statutory Consultation Key Stakeholders 
 

Organisation Significance First Name Position 
UK Government Site MP Simon Hart Secretary State for Wales; MP for Carmarthen 

West and South Pembrokeshire 
Senedd Site MS Samuel Kurtz MS for Carmarthen West and South 

Pembrokeshire 
Senedd Regional MS Eluned 

Morgan 
Regional MS for Mid and West Wales 

Senedd Regional MS Joyce Watson Regional MS for Mid and West Wales 
Senedd Regional MS Cefin 

Campbell 
Regional MS for Mid and West Wales 

Senedd Regional MS Jane Dodds Regional MS for Mid and West Wales 
Pembrokeshire 
County Council 

Ward member Mel Phillips Ward Member for Pembroke St Michael 

Pembroke Town 
Council 

Site Town Council Aden Brinn Mayor 

Pembroke Town 
Council 

Site Town Council Ann 
Mortenson 

Deputy Mayor 

Pembroke Town 
Council 

Site Town Council Susie Thomas Clerk 

Pembroke Town 
Council 

Site Town Council Linda Asman Councillor 

Pembroke Town 
Council 

Site Town Council Rose 
Blackburn 

Councillor 

Pembroke Town 
Council 

Site Town Council Daphne Bush Councillor 

Pembroke Town 
Council 

Site Town Council Clive Collins Councillor 

Pembroke Town 
Council 

Site Town Council Adrian Cooke Councillor 

Pembroke Town 
Council 

Site Town Council Dennis Evans Councillor 

Pembroke Town 
Council 

Site Town Council Liz Jenkins Councillor 

Pembroke Town 
Council 

Site Town Council Gareth Jones Councillor 

Pembroke Town 
Council 

Site Town Council Darell 
Willington 

Councillor 

Pembrokeshire 
County Council 

Neighbouring 
ward member 

Tessa 
Hodgson 

Ward Member for Lamphey and Cabinet 
Member for Social Care & Safeguarding 

Pembrokeshire 
County Council 

Neighbouring 
ward member 

Johnathan 
Grimes 

Ward Member for Pembroke Monkton and St 
Mary South 

Pembrokeshire 
County Council 

Neighbouring 
ward member 

Jon Harvey Cabinet Member for Planning and Housing  
Delivery and Ward Member for Pembroke: St. 
Mary North  

Pembrokeshire 
County Council 

Neighbouring 
ward member 

Aaron Carey Ward Member for Pembroke Monkton and St 
Mary South 

Pembrokeshire 
County Council 

Neighbouring 
ward member 

Steve 
Alderman 

Ward Member for Hundleton and Vice-Chair of 
the Council 

Lamphey 
Community 
Council 

Adjacent 
community council 

Nick Vince  Chair 

Lamphey 
Community 
Council 

Adjacent 
community council 

S Cannon Vice-Chair 

Lamphey 
Community 
Council 

Adjacent 
community council 

Pam Davies Clerk 

Stackpole and 
Castlemartin 
Community 
Council 

Adjacent 
community council 

Rose 
Kennington 

Clerk 
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Appendix D: Non-Statutory Consultation Consultation Zone 
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Appendix E: Non-Statutory Consultation Stakeholders 
 
Statutory consultees 
 
Political consultees 

• Samuel Kurtz MS 

• Simon Hart MP 

• Cllr Mel Phillips - ward member for the site 

• Pembroke Town Council 

Specialist consultees 

• Relevant Welsh Ministers (Julie James, Lee Waters, Vaughan Gething) 

• Natural Resources Wales  

• Pembrokeshire Council Highways Authority  

• Network Rail 

• Fire & Rescue Authorities 

• Coal Authority 

• Health & Safety Executive 

• Control of Major Accident Hazards 

• Office for Nuclear Regulation 

• The Canal & Rivers Trust 

• Sports Council for Wales 

• CADW 

• Theatres Trust 

• Dwr Cymru 

• Western Power 

• National Grid 

Site and adjacent landowners 
 
Relevant parties 
 
Non-statutory consultees 
 
Adjacent community councils 

• Lamphey Community Council 

• Stackpole and Castlemartin Community Council 

Adjacent ward members 

• Cllr Tessa Hodgson - Lamphey  

• Cllr Jonathan Grimes - Pembroke: Monkton and St. Mary South 
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• Cllr Aaron Carey - Pembroke: Monkton and St. Mary South 

• Cllr Jon Harvey - Pembroke: St. Mary North and Cabinet Member for Planning and Housing Delivery 

• Cllr Steve Alderman – Hundleton 

Members of the Planning Committee 
 
Council Officers 

• Will Bramble - CEO 

• Nicola Gandy – Head of Planning 

• Mike Simmons – Development Manager (Major Projects) 

• Rachel Moxey – Head of Economic Development and Regeneration 

• Steve Keating – Sustainable Developments and Energy Manager 

• Darren Thomas – Head of Infrastructure 

Regional Ms’s 

• Eluned Morgan MS 

• Joyce Watson MS 

• Jane Dodds MS  

• Cefin Campbell MS  

Council Leadership, Cabinet Members & key memberships 

• Cllr David Simpson - Leader 

• Cllr Paul Miller – Deputy Leader and Member for Place, the Region and Climate Change  

• Cllr Neil Prior - Cabinet Member for Corporate Improvement & Communities 

• Cllr Di Clements – Chair of the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority 

Welsh Government Officers 
 
Community stakeholders, Community venues, and Interest stakeholders  

• Lamphey Primary School  

• Golden Grove School  

• Lamphey (St. Tyfei) Church  

• Lamphey Village Hall  

• Foundry House Community Centre  

• Pembroke Farmers Club  

• South Pembrokeshire YFC  

• Pembrokeshire Ramblers  

• Pembrokeshire Nature Partnership 

• Surrounding businesses: Colin Bro’s Plant Hire, Lammaston Farmhouse Holidays, Tregenna B&B, 
Lamphey Hall Hotel, Highfield Cottage, Portclew House, the Burrows B&B 

• Pembrokeshire Bridleways and Byways Association 
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• Campaign for Protection of Rural Wales 

• Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority 

Interest stakeholders 
 
Wider residents 
 
Businesses 
 
Visitors 
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Appendix F: Non-Statutory Consultation Newsletter 
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Appendix G: Webpage (November 2023) 
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Appendix H: Non-Statutory Consultation Feedback Form 
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Appendix I: Non-Statutory Consultation Press Release 
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Appendix J: Non-Statutory Consultation Advert/Poster 
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Western Telegraph Advert 
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Pembroke and Pembroke Dock Observer advert 
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Appendix K: Non-Statutory Engagement Exhibition Boards 
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