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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) has been prepared in support of an application for full planning
permission submitted to Dover District Council under the provisions of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990
(as amended) on behalf of Little South Clean Energy Limited (the “Applicant”).

The SCI outlines the pre-application public consultation activity undertaken by the Applicant regarding Little
South Solar Farm prior to the submission of a planning application, seeking:

“Construction, operation and decommissioning of a solar farm with grid connection, access and
associated infrastructure and works.”

The Applicant conducted a programme of public consultation and stakeholder engagement with regards to its
proposal in March 2023. Utilising traditional and digital forms of engagement ensured that comprehensive
and meaningful engagement took place. This included a dedicated project website, www.littlesouth-
solar.co.uk, where members of the public could submit feedback and reach out to the project team, and an in-
person Public Exhibition to present the plans.

The Applicant also contacted local stakeholders, including ward members and the local parish council, to inform
them of the plans, invite them to engage in the pre-application consultation and provide detailed briefings.

The comments received during public consultation are detailed in the feedback section of this report. A
number of the issues raised during stakeholder engagement have informed amendments to the initial
proposal, including construction access, impact on wildlife and site location.

The SCI has been written in line with Dover District Council’s Statement of Community Involvement (2019), the
Revised National Planning Policy Framework (2021) and the Localism Act (2011).

This statement forms part of a portfolio of documents submitted as part of the planning application for the
scheme.


http://www.littlesouth-solar.co.uk/

2. CONSULTATION POLICY CONTEXT

2.1 The consultation programme was undertaken at the pre-application stage. It has been carried out in accordance
with Section 122 of the Localism Act 2011, which requires developers to carry out pre-application consultation with local
communities.

2.2 The consultation programme was also carried out in accordance with the Revised National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF) 2021. The pre-application consultation was carried out under the NPPF 2021, but the Applicant has
reviewed the updated NPPF (September 2023) and there are no changes that are relevant to the design of this
consultation. The NPPF encourages proactive community engagement. Paragraph 132 of the NPPF 2021 states that:

“Applicants should work closely with those affected by their proposals to evolve designs that take account of the views
of the community. Applications that can demonstrate early, proactive and effective engagement with the community
should be looked on more favourably than those that cannot.”

2.3 Additionally, it followed the guidelines of Dover District Council’s Statement of Community Involvement (2019),
which sets out the importance of involving statutory bodies and the community in pre-application consultations and
planning applications. Section 6 of the SCl states:

“We strongly encourage applicants to discuss their proposals with the local community, appropriate statutory and non-
statutory consultees and their parish council at an early stage.”



3. CONSULTATION ACTIVITY

3.1 The Applicant has undertaken the process of pre-application consultation in line with national and local
guidance and requirements. This provided an important opportunity to engage with the Council, key stakeholders and
the local community to gather feedback and enable issues and concerns to be addressed prior to the submission of the
planning application, where reasonably possible.

CONSULTATION WITH LOCAL STAKEHOLDERS

3.2 The Applicant first contacted the Clerk of Ash Parish Council and elected members of the Little Stour and
Ashstone Ward of Dover District Council on 4" March 2022 (Appendix 1) to introduce early proposals for the site. The
Applicant subsequently met virtually with the parish to discuss initial proposals on 15" March 2022. This early
engagement allowed significant changes to be adopted in the plans compared to the initial scoping, following
consultation with Kent County Council, Historic England and other statutory bodies.

33 On Monday 6% February 2023 a letter, (Appendix 2) was issued to elected members of the Little Stour and
Ashstone Ward of Dover District Council, the Clerk and Chair of Ash Parish Council and the local to share the developed
plans, inform representatives of the upcoming public consultation and provide an offer to meet for a detailed briefing
on the proposals.

3.4 The Applicant met with Ash Parish Council on 14 March 2023 to present the advanced proposals, introduce
the project team to members and gather feedback. Points of discussion included:

e How much noise would be generated by the solar farm, in construction and operation.

e Construction access plans.

e Planting and biodiversity net gain.

e Approach to community consultation.

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

3.5 The Applicant opted to undertake a hybrid consultation which included a digital consultation on a project
website and an in-person Public Exhibition for people to meet the team and view plans in detail.

3.6 On 6™ March, the Applicant issued a consultation invitation (Appendix 3) to 1,359 addresses within a
consultation zone surrounding the Proposed Development (Appendix 4). The invitation introduced the proposals and
provided details of a project website and the upcoming Public Exhibition event. The invitation included a misprint of the
project webpage address and so a correction letter (Appendix 5) was re-posted to all members in the consultation zone
on 9" March to ensure people had the chance to view the proposals and share their views via the website.

3.7 An email address was also included so that residents could contact the project team to find out more about the
proposals (UKProjects@statkraft.com). A total 8 of emails were received over the consultation period.

3.8 Members of the public could also contact the project team on freephone number 0800 772 0668 or visit the
website to request a call back.

3.9 A bespoke website (www.littlesouth-solar.co.uk) (Appendix 6) was also created and enabled residents to learn
more about the proposals and the Applicant, and submit feedback. The webpage also detailed how to get in contact
with the project team. The consultation website received a total of 139 unique visitors during the consultation period.

3.10 A public consultation event took place on 17" March 2023 at Ash Village Hall (Appendix 7) where the local
community were able to find out more about the proposals from the project team. The project team included the
Statkraft project team, and specialist consultants in areas identified as being of particular interest to local residents
including an archaeologist, ecologist and landscape architect. This event provided details on the site, introduced the
Applicant and provided members of the project team a chance to meet the public and gather feedback on the proposals.
A total of 110 people attended the Public Exhibition.


mailto:UKProjects@statkraft.com

3.11 Following the Public Exhibition on 17" March, the project website featured information from the in-person
consultation including a copy of the exhibition brochure (Appendix 8), and banners (Appendix 9), as well as opportunities
for local people to ask questions of the project team via email and answer the online survey (Appendix 10).

3.12 In response to a suggestion from Ash Parish Council we undertook a further mailing (Appendix 11) to 257
addresses further afield in the western end of Ash Parish (Appendix 12), inviting them to view the plans and participate
in the consultation.

3.13 Near neighbours of the site and local representatives also received further communications through a letter
issued on 1st September 2023 after work was carried out by the project team to provide information following significant
redesign of the access route. This was sent by direct mail to near neighbours and by email to local representatives.

This correspondence detailed the alternative access route which was designed following feedback from Ash Parish
Council and members of the community who attended the exhibition or who responded to the consultation. This
correspondence is available in Appendix 13.



4. FEEDBACK

INTRODUCTION

4.1 Local residents were given the opportunity to submit feedback either by returning a freepost reply card
included with the invitation to exhibition, filling out a survey on the dedicated project website, at the Public Exhibition,
or by getting in touch through email.

4.2 The website survey and Public Exhibition survey consisted of three multiple choice questions which were
related to clarity of the proposals, feelings about increased renewable energy generation in the UK and feelings about
the proposed development. Below this was space for written feedback and further comments or questions. The Public
Exhibition survey also asked residents their thoughts on landscaping and screening, plans for biodiversity increasing
measures and suggestions for use of the Community Benefit fund. 145 responses to the surveys were received
throughout the consultation period through the Public Exhibition survey, reply card and online survey. The Public
Exhibition survey is available to view in Appendix 14 and the online survey is available to view in Appendix 10. Reply
cards were also available at the Public Exhibition to take away for those who wanted to complete them at home and
send back via Free Post. These are available in Appendix 15.

4.3 The Public Exhibition survey gave attendees space to provide written feedback (Appendix 16). A total of 70
surveys were received at the Public Exhibition, as well as 12 of the postal cards. A further 62 reply cards were returned
by post to the Freepost address, and one survey was returned via the website.

4.4 12 responses from the Public Exhibition were not initially processed along with the others due to a technical
error. This was discovered after a member of the public contacted the applicant to say that they had not received a
response to their feedback despite requesting one. All of these responses have been incorporated into the quantitative
analysis. All written feedback is available in Appendix 16.

QUANTITATIVE ANALYSIS

4.5 The reply card, online survey and Public Exhibition survey all three had three closed questions. Below is a
guantitative analysis of the responses to the three questions.

Do you think that the country | Do you agree that solar farms | Do you think that this site is an
needs to generate more | are a good way to help achieve | acceptable location for a solar
electricity from renewable | this? farm?
sources?
Yes 123 77 43
No 12 35 73
Maybe 8 31 26
QUALITITAVE ANALYISIS
4.6 At the Public Exhibition and on the website survey and reply card, consultees were asked to submit written

feedback on a range of elements of the plans. As well as this, residents emailed their comments and questions.

4.7 139 consultees submitted written feedback through the reply card at the Public Exhibition, online survey or by
post (Appendix 16).

4.8 A number of residents left comments that were supportive of the proposals, such as:
e “My initial thoughts on proposals are that this is a very good idea...”

e  “Very good, | am impressed with the plans and location”
e  “Excellent idea, seems to have minimal impact on the local area”



4.9

4.10

“Excellent proposal. Endorses Sustainability, environmental, short delivery programme...”

“Really positive + exciting project”

“What a marvellous opportunity to create energy, protect wildlife, and make the most of what nature have
given us.”

“Very good, | am impressed with the plans and location”

“Excellent exhibition”

“So important that there is more renewable energy. This project for a solar farm has a projected life of no more
than 40 years, so the land could be reclaimed if necessary”

Other respondents left comments that were opposed to the plans, such as:

“Solar is a waste of taxpayer money generating little to our energy needs.”

“Very much against these fields being used for a solar farm”

“Total eyesore which will not be enhanced by ambitious biodiversity plans”

“Too much and of no benefit to the village.”

“The site is far too large and impact on wildlife too great.”

“The access point through East-Street is unacceptable due to being single track road, you need to find
access from A257”

“This is the countryside, a greenfield, why develop such as large farm - should be brownfield areas be
more suitable?”

“We choose to live amongst green fields and those in the cities do not understand how these fields of
panels are taking away our heritage. Solar energy is not renewable. Why not tidal power?”

“l am in favour of this type of energy but not on good farmland.”

The analysis has identified some additional themes. The topics that were cited most often are outlined below.

Transport and access:

Increased traffic
Site access

Community Impact:

Community use of the land
Impact on the growth of schools and the village hall
Community benefit

Landscape Impact:

Visual impact, including height of the solar panels
Noise Impact

Cumulative impact of infrastructure projects in the area
Drainage

Environment:

Other:

Use of arable land, including after project life span
Impact on wildlife and ecology
Biodiversity

Site selection and size
Potential for moving to brownfield site



5. RESPONSE TO FEEDBACK

5.1 The feedback in section 4 shows that residents are interested transport and access, landscape and community
impact and the environment.

5.2 The Applicant has provided a response to issues raised through feedback in the points below.

ISSUE RESPONSE

TRANSPORT AND ACCESS The public consultation gave us the opportunity to listen to feedback from
residents close to the site regarding access arrangements which have been
amended to minimise impacts on the local community.

This includes a proposed temporary access which bypasses tight corners and
several properties on Cooper Street Drove. In addition, we have updated our
plans to remove the need to use East Street during construction and
decommissioning of the solar farm.

As part of a planning application, we will prepare a Construction and
Environment Management Plan, which will regulate the access to the site and
the hours of work. We will seek to adopt measures to minimise the
construction impact on local communities. These will include a plan to
manage deliveries to site, including prescribing routes which construction
vehicles and deliveries must follow.

COMMUNITY IMPACT As part of a planning application, we will prepare a Construction and
Environment Management Plan, which will regulate the access to the site
and the hours of work.

We want to make sure that Little South Solar Farm benefits local

people. We will work with the local community to make sure that

our plans can make a positive difference to the local area with a community
benefit fund of £9,900 per year for local projects (based on £200 per
megawatt installed and a project size of 49.9MW). We will also work with
local business groups to increase awareness of opportunities to get involved
in the construction and operation of our projects.

LANDSCAPE IMPACT Our plan includes extensive planting to screen the new development,
including trees, hedgerows and shrubs. We have reduced the maximum
height of the panels from 4.46m to 2.7m, reduced the size of the site by 40
acres and introduced a Nature Restoration Area into the north of the
development, both of which help to provide greater distance from
Richborough Roman Fort. A possible roman road corridor will also be excluded
from the scheme pending detailed archeological surveys.

ENVIRONMENT Our plans will enhance biodiversity, providing new habitats for

wildlife. We are committed to supporting a range of species, while

making sure that our plans have no unacceptable impact on any

existing wildlife on site. Much of the site is currently made up of land that has
been farmed and currently has limited biodiversity, meaning the project




provides the opportunity to support habitat restoration. Statkraft are
engaged with the Bumblebee Conservation Trust to ensure that sites can
provide good habitats to promote growth of the various species of
Bumblebees in the local area.

Our plans include retaining and enhancing the ecologically valuable ditch
network around the site to support waterfowl habitats, as well as water vole,
otter and aquatic plants, habitat creation for winterfowl and waders,
including Red List species such as Lapwing and Curlew. No chemicals will be
used in the washing of the solar panels, which will be cleaned with water.

There may also opportunities for sheep grazing which would keep the site in
agricultural use, while restoring parts of the site to the UK Priority Habitat,
“Coastal and Floodplain Grazing Marsh”.

SITE SELECTION

The site has been selected for its suitability for solar development, taking
account of the local environment and landscape. Site features include
excellent solar irradiation to generate renewable electricity, suitable grid
connection, land which is not of the highest agricultural quality and
opportunities for landscape planting and biodiversity enhancement.




6. CONCLUSION & NEXT STEPS

6.1 This SCI demonstrates the pre-application consultation undertaken with local residents and stakeholders for
the development of Little South Solar Farm.

6.2 The initial proposals were designed in response to a thorough analysis of the Little South site, Ash, and the
surrounding area.

6.3 The consultation process allowed the Applicant to further understand local views on the proposals, prior to
submitting a planning application to Dover District Council. Particularly, early engagement with the Parish Council and
local representatives allowed the area of the site thought to be the location of a Roman road to be protected in early
designs.

6.4 The feedback indicates that some residents have concerns about community impact, landscape impact, and
transport and access. Feedback received from local residents directly influenced the redesigned construction access
route. Members of the community are also supportive of the plans and are keen to work with the project team to
improve local sustainability.

6.5 The project team has reviewed all feedback received during the consultation and, where possible, has
responded to this in the final plans. This has included including a complete redesign of the proposed access route and

alterations to nature area to the north of site.

6.6 The development team will continue its discussions and engagement with local residents and stakeholders as
the application progresses.

10 )
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APPENDIX 1: 2022 INTRODUCTION LETTER
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UTTLE SOUTH SOLAR ENERGY FARM — PUBLIC CONSULTATION

1 3m writing to inform you of Statkraft’s emerging plans for a new sclar energy fam and battery
storage system near Richborough, within Ash Parh. The project, known as Letle South, s in s
early stages, but we antidipate our proposals deivening 3 SOMW solar energy farm sfongside
bicdiverzity and hab#at improvements.

We are committed to consulting local rezidents and representatives early in the development
Process, Snsunng that Sveryone's views can be consoersd. To this end | am wrzing to offer the
Parizh Coundl the opportunity to have input into the emerging planz and seek a meeting to discuss
the proposals.

The Little South Energy Project

The projct comprises 3 solar farm located on tand dose 1o Richborough within Dover Distnct
Counci. This site has been carefully selected as part of a detaled feasidiity process which
consders cesignated aress. land grace and levels of solsr energy. A mukitude of surveys are being
carried out, including ecology, landscape and flood risk to assess the land's suzabiity for solar
energy farm uze. Adcionally, we expect to delver signficant amounts in busness rates each year
for Dover District Councll.

WE 3re proposing 3 combinad generation and STOrge System DECause decarbonisation of e
UKz energy supply and the replacement of foszi fuel generation will reguire more sophizticated
ENEFEY SYSTEMS THaT STOrE enangy for use whenever It is neaded - day or night.

A large proporton of the site will be cedicated for habaat Diccwersky and landscape
Imorovements.

BIA Scoping Reguest

We have recently subminted an LA SCoping REquESt 1o Dover District Coundil as part of the pre-
application process. This will set out the scope of the topics t be included in the environmental
reports subritted as pare of a future planning apphcation.
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Dear councillars kst o
LITTLE SOUTH SOLAR EMERGY FARM — PUBLIC CONSULTATION

| am writing to inform you of Statkraft’'s emerging plans for 2 new solar energy farm and battery
storage system near Richbarough, within Azh Parish. The project, known as Little South, is in s
early stages, but we anticipate our proposals delivering 3 S0MW solar energy farm alongside
biodiversity and habitat improvemenis.

‘W are committed to consulting locl residents and representztives early in the development
procass, ensuring that everyone’s views @n be considered. To this end | am writing to offer the
Parizh Council the opportunity to have Input into the emerging plans and seek a mesting to discuss
the proposals.

The Little Sauth Energy Praject

The project comprises a solar farm located on land cdose to Richborough within Dover District
Council. This site has been crefully selected as part of a detsiled feasibility process which
considers designated areas, land grade and levels of solar energy. A muliitude of surveys are being
carried out, including ecology, landscape and flood risk to a=sess the land's suitability for solar
enengy farm use. Addidonally, we expect to delrver significant amounts in business rates each year
far Dower District Coundil.

‘W are proposing 3 combined generation and storage system because decarbonisation of the
UK's energy supphy and the replacement of fossil fuel generation will require more sophisticated
enengy systems that store energy for use whenever it iz needed - day or night.

A large proporticn of the site will be dedicated for habitat, bicdiversity and landscape
improvemeants.

El4 Scoping Reguest
‘Wi hawve recently submitted an EL& Sooping Request to Dover District Coundil as part of the pre-

application process. This will set out the scope of the topics to be incleded in the environmental
reparts submitted as part of a future planning application.




Hiw wie plan to consult the local community

To ensure that everyone can partidpate in our consultation, we will be conducting a digital pre-
application consuliation. We will be sending an informaticn leaflet to local residents, prosiding
infarmation about the proposals, details of our online consultation hub, and contact details. We
will let you know as soon as the consultation is launched.

The dedicated project website will have detziled information about the project and 3 dedicated
feedback secton. We will then use the feedback from this consultation to inform our emerging
propasals and for our community consuliation report to the local planning authority. At the time
of submission of a planning application, we will publish all feedback we have received and explain
o wie have responded to local views.

Community consuliation and ourwork with our envirenmental consultants and organisations such
as the Bumnblebee Conservation Trust will help to shape emironmental and bicdiversity measures
wihich waork for the local area and wildlife. we welcome suggestions from the local community.

Get in touch

In the meantime, if youw would like to arrange an informal discussion with me or have anmy guestions
ar require further information about the project. please do get in touch by emailing me at
gareth. hawkins @statkraft.com or by calling me on 07939 220365,

sincenaly,

UK Buosimess Development Manaper, Statlorafi




APPENDIX 2: 2023 LETTER TO LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES

2) Statkraft

By email OFFICE ADDRESS
19™ Floor
22 Bishopsgate
London ECZN 4BQ
United Kingdom

PHONE
0800 772 0668

INTERNET
www statkraft co uk
EMAIL

Dear councillors b o e

LITTLE SOUTH SOLAR ENERGY FARM — PUBLIC CONSULTATICN

| am writing to update you of Statkraft's emerging plans for a new solar energy farm near
Richborough, within Ash Parish. The project, known as Little South, would deliver approximately
50MWp of solar power.

The Little South Energy Project

As you are aware, Statkraft submitted an Environmental Impact Assessment Scoping Request to
Dover District Council in early 2022 (Reference 22/00245). As a result of the Council's response to
the scoping request, an Environmental Statement will be submitted with the planning application.
This will consider the environmental impacts of the proposal and how these impacts will be mitigated.

The proposed location of the solar farm is shown on the attached plan. In addition to the solar farm,
a significant area of the site will be dedicated for biodiversity and habitat enhancements.

How we plan to consult the local community

We are committed to consulting local residents and representatives in the development process,
ensuring that everyone’s views can be considered. We are grateful for the initial input from the parish
last year and are preparing updated plans that respond to the key issues raised in previous
discussions.

To ensure that everyone can comment on the proposals, we will be conducting a full public
consultation, with digital and in-person opportunities to find out more about the plans. These
comments will be taken into account before the application is submitted to Dover District Council.

We expect to undertake pre-application consultation in March 2023. Before then, should the Parish
Council wish to discuss the proposals in advance of public consultation, please email me at

john.wallace@statkraft.com.

Yours sincerely,

(14 )



APPENDIX 3: CONSULTATION INVITATION

g Statkraft
Little South Solar Farm

Statkraft is preparing to submit a planning application to Dover District
Council for a new solar energy farm to the north of the A257.

Al Aghts resenved. Liokyiee rnber 100034809,

A256

Ash Village

Have your say

Before we finalise our plans and submit a planning application, we want to
ensure you are involved and have a chance to review the plans, ask questions
and provide feedback. We are undertaking a public consultation and will be
holding a drop-in event on 17th March.

You can get involved by:

Attending our public exhibition at Ash Village Hall, Queens Road, CT3 2BG
on 17th March between 3.30pm and 7.30pm. Members of the project
team will be at the event to present plans and answer questions.

Visiting www.littlesouth-solar.co.uk to view detailed plans for the site
and provide feedback via an online form.

Contacting a member of the team via email at ukprojects@statkraft.co.uk
Sending your reply card back to us in the provided envelope to Freepost Statkraft.

{15




The proposals

The site, which is located to the north of the A257 and to the west of the
A256, between Ash and Sandwich, has been carefully chosen for its potential
to deliver renewable electricity to the grid, helping meet national and local
renewable energy targets. If consented, we estimate the site could generate
electricity to power the equivalent of approximately 18,000 homes*.

We're also committed to providing significant local benefits including increasing
the biodiversity value of the site, creating an annual community benefit fund for
local projects, and seeking to use local suppliers wherever possible.

At the end of the lease the land will revert back to agricultural use once the
solar farm is decommissioned.
*Consumption of 3578 KWh pa (BEIS, Dec 2020)

About Statkraft

Statkraft is Europe's largest generator of renewable energy delivering
67 terrawatt-hours of energy across 20 countries every year.

Our vision is a world where renewable energy powers every industry, every
business, every community and every home. In the UK we are on target to
make a significant contribution to the UK Government's 2050 net zero target,
its targets for renewable energy and energy supply security.

We are committed to engaging with local communities early on in the
development of our projects as we recognise the value of community input.

Get in touch Public exhibition

If you have any questions or would Come to our public exhibition:

like further information, ’ Ash Village Hall, Queens
you can contact us by: Road. CT3 2BG

0 0800 772 0668 @) Friday 17th March,

@ www.littlesouth-solar.co.uk 3:30pm - 7:30pm

@ ukprojects@statkraft.co.uk Members of the project team will be

e FREEPOST Statkraft at the event to present plans and

answer guestions.

(16




APPENDIX 4: CONSULTATION INVITATION DISTRIBUTION AREA (1,359 addresses)
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APPENDIX 5: INVITATION CORRECTION LETTER

OFFICE ADDRESS
19" Floor

22 Bishopsgate
London EC2N 4BQ,
United Kingdom

PHONE
0800 772 0668

NTERMET
www.statkraft.co.uk

EMAIL
uk-post@statkraft.com

09.03.2023

Dear Neighbour,

This week you will have received a leaflet about Statkraft’s plans for a new solar energy farm
to the north of the A257 know as Little South. This leaflet included a misprint of the project
website address. We would like to apologise for any confusion caused by this.

If you want to find out more about the plans for Little South Solar Farm, the
best place to do this is at littlesouth-solar.co.uk.

We are committed to engaging with the community and our public exhibition at Ash Village
Hall, Queens Road, CT3 2BG will also be going ahead as planned on 17th March between
3.30pm and 7.30pm. Members of the project team will be at the event to present plans and
answer questions. You can also email a member of the team at ukprojects@statkraft.co.uk.
You can send your reply card back to us in the envelope we provided this week to Freepost
Statkraft or complete it online at the website.

We apologise again for the confusion and look forward to speaking with the local community
in the coming weeks.

Yours sincerely,

Seumas Skinner

Community Liaison Manager, UK Wind & Solad

Scan here to visit
littlesouth-solar.co.uk

18 )



APPENDIX 6: PROJECT WEBSITE - https://projects.statkraft.co.uk/Little-South-Solar-Farm/

5-3 Statkraft

Home Little South Solar Farm
Project Updates

Project Documents

Local Suppliers

Frequently Asked Questions

Get in touch

53 Statkraft

Home Little South Solar Farm
Project Updates

Project Documents

Local Suppliers

Frequently Asked Questions

Get in touch

Little South Solar Farm

A 49.9MW solar energy development in Kent

About Little South

Statkraft is preparing to submit a planning application to Dover District

Council for a solar energy farm on land at Little South, southwest of
Richborough, Sandwich.

Ordnance Survey & Crown Copynght 2023.
Al nght: ved, Licerice number

A256

A257
Ash Village

The site has been carefully chosen for its potential to deliver clean,
renewable electricity direct into the local grid network, with a considerable
contribution to national and local renewable energy targets. If consented,
this 73ha site would generate up to 49.9MW of energy from photovoltaic
(PV) solar panels, equivalent to the electricity needs of around 18,000
homes per year.

On this page you will be able to find more details on the proposal and the

(19 )




‘—D Statkraft

Home Little South Solar Farm
Project Updates

Project Documents

Local Suppliers

Frequently Asked Questions

estimated timeline of the project, as well as details on how to get in touch
and provide feedback.

In 2022, we submitted an EIA scoping report to the local authority, where
we consulted Dover District Council on the opportunities and constraints for
the site. We are now looking forward to sharing our proposals with local
people to get feedback and suggestions on the plans for Little South Solar
Farm, before submitting plans to Dover District Council in Spring 2023.

-

WHAT IS HAPPENING?

Q

Project updates %
Get the latest updates and ] ——

Project Updates

These are the latest project updates for Little South Solar Farm.

Latest news

11MAR, 2023 @ Announcing our Public Exhibition

We are inviting the local community to review the project plans, ask
questions and provide feedback before plans are finalised for
submission.

Ash Village Hall, Queens Road, CT3 2BG

Friday 17 March, 2023.

Drop in any time between 3.30pm and 7.30pm

View the invitation for more details

250CT, 2022 @ Low Emissions Scenario report 2022 published
Statkraft's Low Emissions Scenario is an extensive analysis of the
energy market moving towards 2050. Learn all about it here.

Low emissions scenario 2022




25 OCT, 2022 *

8 MAR, 2022 ?

Low Emissions Scenario report 2022 published
Statkraft's Low Emissions Scenario is an extensive analysis of the
energy market moving towards 2050. Learn all about it here.

Low emissions scenario 2022

Show more +

Pre-application consultation launched
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APPENDIX 8: EXHIBITION BROCHURE

£) Statkraft

Welcome

Welcome to our public exhibition for Little South Solar Farm. We
are consulting the community on our proposals in advance of
submitting a planning application for the site. We are here today to
discuss our plans, listen to your views and answer your questions.

We began consultations on the site with local stakeholders,
including representatives and technical experts, in 2022. We have
listened closely to the feedback we received and are presenting
updated plans today that respond to the comments we received.

About Statkraft

— The largest generator of renewable — Offices across the UK

electricity in Europe — Development pipeline includes wind,

> A state owned utility with orgins solar, and gnd stability services
-;2N50n~egan PYCROPOWAT VB — Distributed over £2 million to
years ago communities near operating
> Operating in the UK since 2006 renewables projects
2) Statkraft £ renewablelK

(23 )




R —
The site Indicative Site Layout

The site is located to the North of the A257 and West of the A256. Ash
lies to the South West of the site, and Richborough is to the North West.

Why here?

The site has been selected for its suitability for solar development, taking account of the

local environment and landscape. Site features include:

- Excellent solar irradiation to generate = Land which is not of the highest
renewable electricity agricultural quality

—> Asuitable grid connection —> Opportunities for landscape planting
and biodiversity enhancement

At the end of the cperational life of the solar farm, the land can retum to original use
once the solar farm is decommissioned.

Site location plan

A256 18,000*/“\ Eiodheechy et ga,
Renewable electricity to power enhancing nature \
the equivalent of 18,000 homes through providing 7%
Extensive ng
and planting to screen < Landscape buffers to

- A257 the solar farm nearby heritage assets

Community -
benefit fund g = Use of local

Landscape and heritage Enhancing biodiversity

Our plan includes extensive planting to screen the new Our plans will enhance biodiversity, providing new habitats for
development, including trees, hedgerows and shrubs. We are very wildlife. We are committed to supporting a range of species, while
keen to understand your views on landscape, and to ensure that making sure that our plans have no unacceptable impact on any
our plans reflect local priorities wherever possible. existing wildlife on site.
We are ¢ g an on-site, g that our Much of the site is currently made up of land that has been farmed and currently has limited
proposals take account of and respect local history. biodiversity, meaning the project provides the opportunity to support habitat restoration.
In response to feedback, we have already: Our plans include:
— Reduced the maximum height of the —> Added a landscape buffer to the —> Retaining and enhancing the —> No chemicals will be used in the
paneis from 4.46m to 2.7m North East of the site ecologically valuable ditch network wiashing of the solar panels, which will
around the site o support waterfoud be deaned with water.
> Reduced the size of the site, - Excluded a possible roman road habitats. as well as water vole, otter
providing greater distance from corridor from the scheme andt Y e nlangs ! ->» There are opportunities for sheep
Richborough Roman Fort aquatic p 5 grazing which would keep the site in
~> Habitat creation for rfow and Atural use, while restoring parts
waders, including Red List species of the site to the UK Priority Habitat,
such as Lapwing and Curlew. “Coastal and Floodplain Grazing Marsh”

Statkraft's work with Bumblebee Conservation Trust

In the last 100 years bumblebee populations have crashed, with two species becoming
extinct in the UK. The land selected for a solar project has typically been dominated by
intensive agriculture, stripping the soils of nutrients and the environment of wildlife diversity,
yet they have the potential to prowide an ideal environment for bee habitats because they
can support a range of attractive microhabitats. The variety of dry and wet and shaded and
sunny areas, if properly planted and managed, can encourage a wide variety of fauna.
That's why we're working closely with the experts at the Bumblebee Conservation Trust to
develop habitat management practices at our solar farms which enhance, create and restore

habitats. The C ion Trust provides feedback on habitat,
species and ground which enable to thrive.




Access and construction Community benefits

We want to make sure that Little South Solar Farm benefits local
people. We will work with the local community to make sure that
our plans can make a positive difference to the local area.

Once operational, Little South Solar Farm will attract very little traffic
as the facility does not require a permanent on-site presence. We are
currently undertaking detailed assessments of potential construction
traffic routes, with a focus on minimising impact on local roads.

As part of a planning application, we will prepare a Construction and Environment Community benefit fund

Management Plan, which will reguiate the access to the site and the hours of work. We We will set up a community benefit

are keen to hear your views on the most suitable access to the scheme. fund of over £9,900 per year for local
Construction of a solar energy farm typically takes 6 to 12 months. In the first six weeks :gac\s(basad‘;nﬁgop«mm
most of the deliveries take place. After the parts have been defivered 10 ite there are = “""J""';m '9'“::;0“:
fewer vehicie movements as the site is built and then made operational. mheabe e

We will seek to adopt to the impact on local
communities. These will include a plan to manage 1o site, ing
routes which vehicles and must follow.

Local supply chain
We work with local business groups to
of

to get involved in the construction and
operation of our projects. We want to
ensure that local businesses have the

opportunity to benefit.

Biodiversity enhancements

Statkraft looks to actively improve the

environment around our projects. We
your ideas on i local

biodiversity.

1
Feedback and next steps

Thank you for coming to our consultation event. Our plans have
already evolved in response to local feedback, but we want to
understand your views in detail as we finalise the plans ahead of
the submission of a planning application to Dover District Council.

We will set out our response to all feedback when the planning application Is
submitted, highlighting where the scheme has changed in response to local views.
Please take the time to fill out a feedback form and leave it with our team today.
You can also provide feadback onling at www.littlesouth-solar.co.uk. OF by wiiting
1o FREEPOST STATKRAFT.

Indicative Timeline
Late 2022

Changes to scheme in
rasponse o feedback

Spring 2022
Initial consultations

Spring/Summer 2023
Planning application
submitted

Autumn/Winter 2023
Planning application
determined

2) statkraft

March 2023
Public consultation

2025
Construction

0f consented)

Late 2025
Solar farm operational

(25
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=) Statkraft

Welcome

Welcome to our public exhibition for Little South Solar
Farm. We are consuiting the community on our proposals in
advance of submitting a planning application for the sits. We
are here today to discuss our plans, listen to your views and
answer your questions.

We began consultations on the site with local stakeholders,
Inciuding representatives and technical experts, in 2022,
We have listenad closely to the feedback we received and
are presenting updated plans today that respond to the
comments we received.

About Statkraft

—» The largest genarator of — Offices across the UK

renawabia electricity in
2 EUpe <> Development pipeling

~> A state owned Ly with Inchudes wind, solar, and grd
ongres in Norwegian stability sarvces
PYCROpOWaN Over 125 Y998 380 . Distriuted over £2 milion o
- Operatng in the UK sinoe 2006 communities near operating
renewabias projects

£) statkraft

{roneveatel
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‘3 Statkraft

The site

The sita is located to the North of the A257 and West
of the A256. Ash lies to the South West of the site, and
Richborough is to the North West.

................................................................................... -

Why hera?
The she has been sekected %r its sultabiity for soksr development, taking
aocourt of the local emironment and landscape. Site festures indude:

- Bxelent solarimadationto - Land which is not of the highest
generate renawabile elociricity agncutuml quakty
~» A suitable grid connection ~» Opportunities for landscape

AL the end of the operational ife of the solar farm, the land can retum to
argnal use onoa the solar fam & decommissionad,

Site location plan
A256
Ash Village s
2) statkraft
oo

{29 &




Indicative Site Layout

2) Statkraft

18,000*/6\

Renewable electricity to power
the equivalent of 18,000 homes

s

Extensive landscaping
and planting to screen

the solar farm
r

Community
benefit fund
10 support
local projects

33 Statkraft
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'-a Statkraft

Landscape and heritage

Our plan includes extensive planting to screen the
new development, including trees, hedgerows and
shrubs. We are very keen to understand your views on
landscape, and to ensure that our plans reflect local
priorities wherever possibla.

We are undetaking an archaaolagcal #2588smant on-site, ensurng
that our proposals take account of and respect local history.

In response to feedback, we have already:
-2 Reducad the maximum height — Added a landscape buffer to

of the panels from 4.46m to the North East of the site
2.7m - Excluded a possble roman

-» Reduced the size of the site, road comdar from the scheme
providing greater distance
from Richborough Roman Fort

{31 )




‘Q Statkraft

Enhancing biodiversity

Our plans will enhance biodiversity, providing new
habitats for wildlife. We are committed to supporting
a range of species, while making sure that our plans
have no unacceptable impact on any existing wikdlife
on site.

Much of the site is cumently made up of land that has been farmed
and curantly has kmited hiodiversiy, meaning the peojact provides the

opportunity to support hatitat restoration.

Our plans inciude!

> Retaining and enharcing the  —> No chemicals will be used n
ecclogicaty valuable dilch the washing of the solar paneks,
network arcund the she to which will be claanad with water,
support waterfowd Rabikats, 35y 1arg ane opportunities for
aguMic plants. keap the site In agrcuitural

~» Mabitat creation for winterfowl use, while restoring parts of
and waders, Inciuding Red the site to the UK Priceity
List species such as Lapwing Mabitat, “Coastal and
and Curlew, Foodplain Grazing Marsh™

Statkraft's work with Bumblebee Conservation Trust

I U hat 200 years Sumbinbes popaiion hewe criabud, Wil tas et
basorsng aaingt in the LK, The land sefected for o solar paoject has tpkcally

baen dosnaed by agioeh, o he sods of ard the
of widfe o, et ey hivs e potimiad Lo paovEe in e
for bee had Uy Gl Bpport & nege of Wi

mecsotddrtats, The winety of dry and et ind shacded and suney asasa, il property
Parned and managed, cn ancourage 3 wide vanety of funa,

Treat's why vt 1e worddeg cnady mi The exserts ol the Burrbbeten Cormvalion
Trust %0 dewelop NAbEST MANa@aTEnt practions 3t our solar famns which enhance,
oreane and rectore busitietee hateas, The Bambletos Consaranon Tust proddes

fondtack on hatiat, plard soeckes ard ound prepatalon Jedirsguis atech eniis
Durebbebeoss 1o thive.

£) Statkraft o T,
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2) Statkraft

Access and construction

Once operational, Little South Solar Farm will attract
very little traffic as the facility does not require

a permanent on-site presence. We are currently
undertaking detailed assessments of potential
construction traffic routes, with a focus on minimising
impact on local reads.

As part of 8 planning appication, we wik prapare a Constnaction and
Emircnmant Management Plan, which will regulste the sccess to the
site and the howrs of work, We ane keen to hear your wews on the most
suitable access % the scheme.

Cormtruction of a solar energy farm typcaly takes 6 to 12 months. n
the first s& weeks most of the delenas take place, Afer the parts have
besn defvered to sile there are fewer vehicle movements as the ste is
buit and then made operational.

We wil 5eek 10 adopt Measunes 10 MiniMiss e canstruction Mmpact on
local commursties. These wil indude a plan 1o manage defvenes 1o ste,
rcluding prescrbing routes which construction vehicles and deltveries
must follow.

@ Statkraft
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@ Statkraft

Community benefits

We want to make sure that Little South Solar Farm
benefits local people. We will work with the local
community to make sure that our plans can make a
positive difference to the local area.

Community benefit fund

Wia will set up & community
benefit fund of over £9,900
par yoar for locsl projects
(based on £200 per magwatt
and a project size of 49,9MW).
This will be aailable for locs
arganisations.

Local supply chain

Wie work with local business
POURS 10 INCrease awaneness of
opportunities to get Fvolved in
the construction and operation
of our projects. We want to
ensure that local businesses
have the oppartunity to benefit

(34 )




2) statkraft

Feedback and next steps

Thank you for coming to our consultation event.

Our plans have already evolved in response to local
feadback, but we want to understand your views in
detail as we finalise the plans ahead of the submission
of a planning application to Dowver District Council.

e will set out our resporse 1o all feedback when the planning
application 5 submittad, highlighting whare the schama has changed
N respanss b local views.

Fiease taka the time to il out A feadback tarm and leaw it
with our t=am today. ¥ou can also provide feedback online at
i [t tlasouth-salarcouk. O by weting 1o FREEPOST STATHRAFT.

Late 2022
Changes to schame in
response to feedback

Spring 3032
Initial consufations

Spring'Summar 2023 March 2023

Flanning application :
submitted Public consulation

AutumnWinter 2023 2025

Planning application Constrsction
dabarmired PR

Late 2025
Solar farm oparaticnal

£) Statkraft
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APPENDIX 10: ONLINE SURVEY

Get in touch

Hello, thank you for your interest in this project. We hope you will have
your say and complete our survey. This will enable us to gather community
views which can shape our plans.

Feedback Survey

Do you think that the country needs to generate more electricity from
renewable sources? *

l: } :l Yes

(" Unsure
Do you agree that solar farms are a good way to help achieve this?

l: } :l Yes

(1 Unsure
Do you think that this site is an acceptable location for a solar farm? *

{ : )] Yes

(1 Unsure

Do you have any questions on the project? We will respond to any guestions
but this won't add you to our mailing list.

Add your guestion here

(36 )



APPENDIX 11: ADDITIONAL LETTER

53 Statkraft

SPRCL DT L
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23 March 2023
Hedla,

Wie ane writing to you today o Emvibe youw to participate in a consultation abowt plans for a new
solar farm inyour area. Statkraft is preparing ta submit a planning application to Dowver District
Cauncil for a salar energy farm on land at Little Scuth, southwest of Richbarough, Sandwich.

The Little South sibe has been carefully chosen for its potential to defver clean, renewahble

electricity direct inta the grid network, with a conssderable contribution to national and local
renewable energy targets. If consented, this 73ha site would consist of up to 49.9MW of

photavoltaic (V) salar panels, estimated to generate plectricity eguivalent ta the needs of
around 18,000 homes per year,

By participating in the consultation, you willl haee the chance to view the proposals, ask any
guestians you may have, and provide feedback and suggestions on the plans for Little South
Solar Farm. You can get invoheed by visiting owr project website at littlesouth-solaroo.uk,
whiere you will be able to find more detadls on the proposal and the estimated timelne of the
project, as well as details on how to get in touch and provide feedback. I you would prefer,
you can also contact us direct by emailing ukprojects Sstatkraft.com, via freephane on 0800
172 DEEE or by mail at FREEPOST Statkraft.

Thank you for taking the time to read thes letter, and we hope that you will take this
oppartunity to participate in the consultation and help shape the futune of renevwable enemgy

in your area.

Yaurs faithFully,

Seumas Skinner

Scan here ta visit
littlesawth-salarcoouk

Community Liaison Manager, UK Wind & Salar
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APPENDIX 13: ACCESS LETTER TO NEAR NEIGHBOURS AND REPRESENTATIVES

2) statkraft

OFFICE ADDARESS
5™ Flexwr
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0108, 2023

Little South Solar Farm
Diear Neighbour,

| am getting in touch with an update on Statkraff’s plans for 8 new solar enangy farm o the
north of the A25T, known as LitSe South Solar Farm. As a reminder, the photovoltaic solar
panels would genarate electricity, equivalent to the elecincity needs of around 18,000 homes.

each year. You can view our emarging proposals at wawlitesouth-solarco ks

Since March, we have been consuliing local people on our propossls in advance of
submitting a planning application for our plans. In particular, we have been katening to the
views of neighbours on East Strest and Cooper Sireet Drove regarding access
arrangements o the site.

We want to ensure that there are no unacceptable impacta for local people through the
conatruction of the site, and feedback from residents has informed our emarging plans. We
hawe now developed a proposed access amangement for the site and are keen to inform

you and gather your feedback.
A plan of the proposed access route s stteched. The proposal incdudes:

= A new temporary access route for construction and decommizsioning. This will
bypass tight cormers and several properties on Cooper Streat Drowe. This road will
be retumed to agricuttural use while the solar farm i operatonal.

= Site Accesses 1 and 2, shown on the plan, will be used during construction,
np&mmaidmummlm Construction delivery vehicles will only use Site

. Sl'l:a.ﬁmaaaﬂ- through East Strest, will only be used by small maintenance vehices.
during the operstions of the solar farm and wehicles accessing the Nature
Restoration Ares

= East Streat Mllmtbauaadfnrﬂ'tamnmﬁunofhamhfann infrestructure.
= Dnce the site is operational, thare will be vary low levals of raflic.

PRGE
W




As part of the planning process, we will also prepare an outline Construction and
Ervironment Mansgemeant Flan and Trensport Statement, which will set out further
messures o ensure that sccess o the site through is appropriately managed.

Wie will shorthy be submitting a planning application for Lite Sowth Solar Farm. The details
of cur plans, including access amangements, will be available for review and comment on
Drovver Digtrict Councils webaite. In the meantime, if you have any questions you can get in

touch with us by emailing ykorolectsistaikrgt oo uk, or by calling 0800 772 0668

Yours s

John Wabllaca
Sanor Projec Manaper

Pl GT

{ 40 '



APPENDIX 14: PUBLIC EXHIBITION SURVEY

LITTLE SOUTH SOLAR FARM
PUBLIC EXHIBITION - MARCH 2023

Thank you for atiending owr pubbc exhibition. You can use this joem 1o ket us bnow pour siews on the proposals.
fou can past this feedback form back to us at FREEPOST STATKRAFT.

i you have any questions or wauld lika furthar information, you can contact us by:
% 0800 772 0668

(@) wwwlitsesouth-solar.co.uk Q St atkraft

aumnmﬂmm

1. What are your initial thoughts on the proposala?

2. Do you agree that the country needs to generate more energy from renewahble
gources?

|:| Yes |:| No |:| Maybe

3. Do you agree that aoclar farms are a good way to achieve this?

I:] Yes |: No |:| Maybe

4. Dio you think this site iz an acceptable location for a solar farm?

D Yes E No D Maybe

If mo, please share your concems below:

5. Do you have any thoughts on the plane for landscaping and screening?

Please see further questions overeaf

(41




6. Do you have any thoughts on the plans to increase biodiversity on the site?
Are there additional or different measurea which could benefit plantz and wildlife
on the gite?

7. Little South Solar would provide a Community Benefit fund of £200 per MW so
the local community benefits directly from the project. How would you like to see
the funding wutilised?

8. Do you have any questions or topicse you would like more information on?
Please share below:

Would you like to receive project updatesa? H yes, please leave your contact
detaila below:

Mame:

Address:

Postcode: Telephone:

Email:

Thank you for taking part in our consultation

PRIMALT STATEMERT

P eyt For zrivacy ared per of Sl 'y mrperas cufrs. This snasdes = o
(1] TETE WEETE [T warEom winks ‘et Tniera® o

rrmEx e pesoral dein. Dur onlire privecy SxEmsni splens Bos. oy and o how leng Saiaafi

e Z) Statkraft

Carmme-ia mads i Sadmf 18 o e cor #n =
arpecisd o b= mbmited in 321, Bere sl = - oppeodunily o meke rpesssiniconx on thed plesning
mzplizaion o Coem Dairid Plarmmg Ceprioranl
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APPENDIX 15: REPLY CARD

Q Statkraft

PUBLIC
CONSULTATION

LITTLE SOUTH
SOLAR FARM

You can use this form to
let us know your views or
ask any questions, we will
respond to all queries as
quickly as possible.

PRIVACY STATEMENT

Dur online privacy statement explains how, why and
for how long Stathraft processes your parsonal data,
Goto, it

Cormments rmade to Stathraft are not representstions
o the consanting authority. If an applicstion is
submitted, thers wil be an opportunity to rmake
represantstions on that sppication o the
consenting authority,

Please tell us what you think- complete and retum

Do you think that the country
needs to generate more electricity
from renewable sources?

ves[ | wo[ |  unsure[ |

Do you agree that solar farms are
a good way to help achieve this?

ves[ | no[ |  unsure[ |

Do you think that this site is an
acceptable location for a solar farm?

ves[ | no[ |  unsure[ |

Your questions and comments:

[]

Title:

l:‘ Yes please, | would like to receive
project updates (mainly by email)

|:| No thank you, | do not want
project updates

Email:
Tel:

Yes, please respond to my comment and
advise when the project is submitted

Mr/ Mrs / Miss / Ms

APPENDIX 16: WRITTEN FEEDBACK
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What are your initial thoughts on the proposals? (Public Exhibition Survey and
Online Survey)

| am astonished that this proposal is not being built on brownfield site. The addition of a
biodiversity site is very unconvincing. and just a sop to placate local residents.

It is less intrusive than | thought it could be. | do not want to see onshore wind as it serves
city and town dwellers and country folk suffer the degraded environment.

Loss of farmland, use roof space instead

Negative, congratulations on the excellent exhibition

Very concerned about access for walkers, horse riders, residents, and kids. Don't have an
issue with the solar panels themselves.

Its a very large area, going to be visible from a long distance. Lots of farmland - but is it
actually a better/ more diverse environment? Probably. Main concern of what happens
afterwards: it is going to be treated as brown field?

The site is too large and will dominate and change the character of this part of rural Kent.
It is not in keeping with an area close to the historic agricultural area. Use of agricultural
land for 40 years is unacceptable given the current need to import food. | am concerned
that although it is clear the site can be returned to agriculture, that its use for power
generation will lead to further development.

Looks ok

A number of considerations have been made to help protect +preserve the area as a finish
project such as heritage + wildlife. The damage + disruption caused over the construction
phase has no information. Would be interested to know proposals to protect during
construction other than "traffic management".

Not keen. | don't think its an appropriate site for solar. Needs more consideration for
wildlife and wider community. Access increased traffic flow. Is it impacting on public
footways?

Very very concerned about initial site access the roads "leading" to the site are no suitable
for heavy vehicles, not to mention we live & ride horses on a daily basis along those roads
so a huge safety issue. Feel slightly better about the solar panels themselves no they are a
lot shorter

Solar panels should be on barn/supermarket roofs and new housing roods. New
technology is coming soon. Only works well in summer. Land should be used for
agriculture or cattle/sheep pasture - we need the food!

Panels could be placed on all farm buildings, supermarkets etc. why? Is it so difficult to
have 'solar tiles' to blend in with the new buildings? le - as in Germany

Excellent idea. Seems to have minimal impact on the local area
Brilliant scheme

Site is far too big, causing the loss of a large piece of workable grazing and arable crop
growing land.

1) I think the mistakes in the accessibility for the public consultation are inexcusable. The
wrong website address, no freepost envelope and no response on given contact details. It
looks like it is being made difficult for people to share their thoughts. 2) Lack of
accountability mechanisms for biodiversity commitments - what are the processes for
continued accountability post proposal? 3) When so much land has been used for
housing , why are solar panels not being put on new housing instead?

Solar is a waste of tax payer money generating little to our energy needs. This is am
important loss of grade A agracultural land when we should be producing more not less

44 )



home grown food. | would welcome fracking to provide efficient gas which is the ultimate
renewable.

My initial thoughts on proposals are that this is a very good idea. It's better than a power
station. The idea of renewable energy is certainly the correct way forward, and because of
this, and the fact that 18,000 houses in the local area will be positively affected by this is a
good thing. My concerns about the project is that it could be considered as covering an
area of outstanding natural beauty (in the locals opinion) and it is very near a grade 1
listed building. This could upset the locals, who could spread negative thoughts in the
local community about the project, which could lead to issues. It is useful that grids are
already in place at Richborough.

Very good, | am impressed with the plans and location

Excellent proposal. Endorses sutainablilty, environmental, short delivery programme.
Opportunity to consider archeological surveys. Grids already in place at richborough 1800
homes will be benifit.

Really positive +exciting project

Too much and of no benefit to the village. Destroying wildlife and habitat.

Site too large, too much impact on ash levels.

Happy to support

| understand the need and the reasons for choosing this location. Also encouraged that
changes have been made following feedback from DDC. BUT very dissapointed about
access and effect on residents. Would feel much happier and would not oppose if access
off A257 or roundabout was possible

Good idea provided the site is also grazed (sheep are the obvious animal) | would not
support the diversion of land resources from agriculture to energy production but would
support 100% a collective + cooperative use of land.

Potential waste of valuable agricultural land when this country should be aiming to be
more self sufficient in food production not less

How can use of agracultural land, arable and/or livestock be justified when this country
needs to proiduce more HOME GROWN food and much less imported

Initially | was against as the Ash levels support a variety of species (fauna and flora) and
are important for migrating birds. As marshland, they are unlikely to be developed for
other uses but whether a solar farm is positive is debatable.

Generally positive provided it does not negatively impact upon the local environs

In favour!

Confusion and unanswered questions

That is it essential to preserve and enhance biodiversity and habitation, particularly as the
site is almost adjacent to moulds wall nature reserve and the area is known for its ground
nesting, as well as visiting and permanent water birds. | was please to note your intention
to create habitats and hope that this is sincerely followed through.

So important that there is more renewable energy. This project for a solar farm has a
projected life of no more than 40 years, so the land could be reclaimed if necessary

Too Big! Impact to wild life i.e breeding swans by oor paddock in the lane. Access for
construction using East Street is not viable. The lane gets blocked frequently from oil
tankers and waste removal. Please explore using main road access

Covers a very large area. Close to heritage site. Access for construction maintenance.
Disruption to land drainage. Not just on the proposed site but to functional agricultural
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land in the local vicinity. Total eyesore which will not be enhanced by ambitious
biodiversity plans

Not in favour

Access is very restricted on roads used by horseriders, children, dog walkers, agricultural
machinery. Birds will crash into solar panels on wetlands thinking they are water. Whats
happening to the existing wildlife. We need to grow food on farmland!!! Why can't solar
panels go on roofs not on good farmland. It will be an eyesore in an area that has
beautiful countryside.

Alarmed at the heigh of panels over 8 feet. On the maps the site appears to cross the Ash
boundary - beating the bounds takes place every 4 years. Access and traffic disruption on
narrow country lanes.

It looks O.K.

What would have been helpful is knowing how you intend to access the area. Access via
Hills Court Road & Copper St is not viable due to the width of the road. A access road off
the bypass would probably be the way in.

Although | am interest in an increase in renewable energy | am concern for the impact on
the environment that this development would have. We need all our farmland for food
production and this part of Kent has had much greenfield site taken for development -
66% in this area alone

The area is too large and should not include the bottom half which covers the lower ash
levels. There needs to be a proper public meetings with experts who can answer on a
Q+A basis to an audience. Today's meeting is just PR with no real data being displayed.
Done in the correct way these schemes are necessary.

The site is far too large and impact on wildlife too great with little to no consideration
made in conservation ad limiting impact during construction for both wildlife and nearby
residents. Also including long term visual impact.

Very impressive and convincing, except that nothing is that good, and these things look
awful. Can't we just put the panels on home roofs?

What a marvelous opportunity to create energy, protect wildlife, and make the most of
what nature have given us.

Access to the site is a concern - ruining narrow roads with large vehicles. Safety of walkers
during construction.

This is the countryside, a greenfield, why develop such as large farm - should be
brownfield areas be more suitable? Al new builds should be with solar panels. This area is
seeing significant building all the way through to westwood. This is just impacting our
open countryside. | moved to the countryside for a reason - not to live in an industrialised
area. This is chipping away at local peoples well being. Those building benefit, they do
NOT live here.

I'm against! Why are we building thousands of houses destroying communities and not
putting solar panels on all of the roof space in the country.

Why does it have to be this location? The whole of this part of Kent is becoming covered
with buildings / solar panels. Soon we will have no green space left.

A tragedy

Should be on homes or commercial buildings

Very much against these fields being used for a solar farm

Too big & in the wrong place. The access is totally inappropriate.

46 )



e | do not understand - why here? Use wind mills off shire, there are miles of the off-
channel-shore that would be a less ugly site. TAKE YOUR IDEA ELSEWHERE!

e Have seen solar farms continuing to use arable land.
e This is the wrong site for many reasons

e Its massive - its in the wrong place. This area is an important area for migrating birds and
you are so close to the people that live here. This process has been hidden from local
people until now! You say you have solutions, rubbish!

e Excellent idea

e Good idea. The level of detail and past examples of landscaping is poor. Are you working
with wildlife centric stakeholders

e solar panels should be put on every new build house, offices, farms etc which would avoid
the desecration of land

e | object to this project in this particular location, because of the loss of good agricultural
land. There are many alternative sites that could be utilized , located on much poorer land
which cannot grow good crops. We cannot afford even more good land to be lost from
agriculture; food security is important. There is even less justification for the loss of this
land when we find out that this project will not be using Battery storage. New Solar farms
must not be developed on sites which cannot utilize battery storage. The operator will be
forced to sell their electricity immediately, along with every other existing solar operator
that does not have storage. This appears to be foolhardy. Much better to invest your
capital on new sites where storage is possible. Thank you.

\ Your questions and comments (Reply Card)

e 1) Ash Levels is an important wildlife corridor
2) The site has breeding yellow hammer skylarks, warblers etc
3) The fields are an important feeding ground for curlew (a red-listed bird) in winter and at
high tide
4) The area is near the sea and an important landing and departure place for birds crossing
the channel

e Renewable sources of energy are an answer to current problems, but we feel the site is
too extensive. East Kent is becoming over developed and England is the most nature
depleted country in the world.

e Build this on a brownfield site. Do not industrialise beautiful countryside and farmland that
should carry on being used for food production.

e Solar farms now are too big. This particular proposal would have a major impact on
wildlife. There are currently 30 or more swans feeding and roosting around this site, we
observe them often from our main bedroom.

e How can you call it 'Little South' solar farm. This is misleading. It will be the size of 102
football pitches. Leave our marshlands alone! Leave the wildlife alone!

e The access point through East-Street is unacceptable due to being single track road, you
need to find access from A257

47 )



This site is a place for nature which | visited in May 2018. This site is famland, grazing
sheep /cattle to high welfare standards. Solar needs to be on houses (such as mine) and
any other appropriate building. New builds should have solar panels included. Perhaps this
is the route for your company, not destroying places used for the production of food. |
believe tidal power is the best way forwards. Don't trash ash.

This is an unsuitable location. It is not a truly green solution. It will be detrimental to our
holiday cottage (signal cottage) which is our main source of income. How do you expect us
to accept bookings with this development right on our doorstep and within view of us?
Has an impact assessment on wildlife been done? Why can't the farm be built on
brownfield site. Is it true that after the lease is up, the site is then considered brownfield?

Brilliant source of generating electricity

Are the streams going to be left as this is important environmentally for many creatures
from snails to swans?

If | knew what subsidies you get | would know if it was economical or not, | do not believe
in subsidies!!

I would like to see increasing use of root spacer and other free areas before approving
additional solar farms

| would like to know the specific measurable environmental benefits re biodiversity and
how this will be achieved.

What is the value of the community benefit fund and what is "the community"? Be
specific, don't box tick for planning

Why has this land been selected?
We need to cut down on high e;ectric prices and stop building so many new houses and
damaging our wildlife and environment

Will the proposed solar farm reduce the food production from the area covered?

Ash is not the right place to build a massive solar farm (wildlife). You should use wind
turbines out at sea or solar panels on new housing or at the industrial discovery park in
Sandwich

This is grade agricultural land, not to be used for wind/ solar farms

Good agricultural land should not be used. We need crops grown. Industrial sites, roofs on
buildings could be used for solar

There should be more emphasis on solar panels sited on roofs of new-builds. This type of
developmentruins rural areas and surely has a negative effect on wildlife. Nature is so
importatnt but it is being made to pay a high price

1) How long is the lease?

2) What happens at the end? Do you just renew the lease?

3) When the lease ends where will you move to then in Ash or near?

4) Are there any more projects hiding away?

Solar panels on roofs of municipal buildings and new houses, not fields

Solar farms are destroying our countryside. We choose to live amongst greenfields and
those in the cities do not understand how these fields of panels are taking away our
heritage.

Solar energy is not renewable. Why not tidal power?

Put in your backyard.

We will never get this green land back again- how is that renewable?

if you can be bothered to speak to the parish council, you will not get any support from the
village. Apparently [illegible] your words, you do not have any team [illegible] to talk to the
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council. have to say you have a front sending this.
Oh and your website fails to load this [illegible] and is full of adverts

Good agricultural land should not be used- also Ash level is iconic countryside/ landscape.
| would object if the soilar panels reach as far as the northside of Brooke sr or if the access
route is via Coope Street Drive. The road is used daily by cyclists, walkers and horse riders.
Has access route via the Ash bypass been considered?

Why can't these panels be placed on industrial roofs, house roofs, garages, etc. Where will
the swans + other wintering birds go? What does the village gain fro here?

I am local RVN + director of AHPAW local wildlife rescue. This project will be detrimental to
our local wildlife including endangered species

This site is farmland + countryside- what's left of it! St would be plundering natural wildlife
habitat think all the country lanes with all the comings + goings of lorries etc. It is a
horrifying concept. This is a wildlife habitat- its not for man to steal.

This is all sold on a lie. Manmade climate change is not real.lt's natural climate change.
Reduce actual pollution. Yes. Reduce Co2? Why? Pollute environment to make money out
of renewables? Why? Stop pushing the lie

Does this "farm" impact on access to local footpaths? Will local people get any direct
benefit from the "farm" i.e cheaper power?

The countryside should be kept as such + farming should be provided to feed this nation
rather than relying on imports which have far greater negative impact son the climate.

If it were possible to stop this project, stop. If it goes ahead it must be low level + the land
must revert to countryside

The plan covers too big an area of farmland

1) It says that this will "feed" approx 18,000 homes. Why are we not building new
properties and incorporating solar panels on the roofs of new build properties? Instead of
taking over the countryside?

2) When do you expect decommisioning of land?

Solar is best suited for roofs, not large scale projects such as this close to a historic
monument. Wind not solar

Wind not solar

This is the most wrong place for a solar farm.

A) There is already a solar farm on the South of the A257

B. Not another [illegible] on the landscape!!!

C. better uses: growing food, animal grazing (or re-wilding)

I'm all for renewables but why do you not use 1000s of acres of roof space? Also this site is
environmentally very important to rare birds flock in the winter season. Plus I'm a farmer
and it is becoming increasingly difficult to find grazing land this will be a big chunk gone
Impact on mash and migrant birds? Esp as near to Pegwell Bay Reserve

Is the areas surrounding the proposed solar farm going to have hedges and trees
surrounding it so as not to spoil the view?

How much of generated electric will remain in England etc? Exported power goes to
where? And how does UK benefit? How does the surrounding locality benefit?

Please make sure not visible from A257

| am in agreement with this development as long as the impact to local wildlife +
biodiversity is minimal

Fully supported

Go for it.
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This is good agricultural land and also a habitat for a variety of wildlife. It is also very close
to an historical Roman site

I am in favour of this type of energy but not on good farmland as we need all we can get as
much is used for housing

All wildlife always seem to adapt to all the upset. Can't wait to see it up and running

I think using fertile land for solar panels is not the best thing. Offshore wind turbines are
probably the best way to go

Is this going to be on first class agricultural land?

Not on good agricultutral land

OK- to continue with the environment theme will trees be planted around the perimeter
to obscure the site from view?

the site in question is unsuitable in the winter months as it is a swan haven and a home for
many wintering birds and wildlife. Please find somewhere more suitable. All the houses
that have been built in ash, not one of them have a solar panel. It's about time developers
started putting them on new homes

This is rich valuable farmland for growing food! Also a landing place for migrating birds and
a valuable natural area. Yes to solar but not here. Put it on roods of houses/ factories/
schools

| feel the size of the project particularly so close to an importatnt archaeological site is too
great and uses up valuable agricultural land

This is a very peacefu, natural area, which although farmed, is also very extensively used/
inhabited by a very broad range of wildlife including migrating birds. It is currently one of
the most attrractive areas of natural beauty in the area of Kent. This proposed solar
development would have a terrible impact on the wildlife (especially during the phase of
construction) and would permanently destroy the natural beauty of this area. Surely there
must be better alternative sites?

Yes | think that this is a good idea. | look forward to seeing the project commence. Many
thanks

I am in favour of using potential arable land/ natural environment areas to achieve "net
zero" as quickly as possible. We can then look to reducing these systems as new, more
long-term solutions are feasible

| agree that we need solar farms but so much green space is being swallowed up with
building sites etc. This area is a nice green space + a popular walking area for locals. It will
be a shame to lose it.

Apologies for not attending the"have your day". | am sure there is never the perfect
location for a project like this, but it has to be the best of a bad lot. There is already a solar
farm on the opposite side of the A257!!

If no, please share your concerns below: (Public Exhibition Survey regarding prior
guestion Do you think this site is an acceptable location for a solar farm?)

Use brownfield site.

Loss of agricultural land. Gov should be encouraging growth of crops + self sufficiency
rather than rely on other sources of food.

Ash has 200 new houses. None has solar panels. The best place for solar capture is on top
of buildings. Less convenient for you, much better for the community.

See above. Solar panels should be installed on roofs of existing industrial areas not
occupying agricultural land.
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More focus on small scale + home solar panels so households have better sustainability.
Not reliant on energy providers supplying overpriced fuel

This site is a prime green site. It upholds significantly high quality agricultural land as it is
on a sand belt with high nutritional value. | believe the site should be used either for
farming or re-wilding purposes. Needs to have more considerations for drainage.

There are so many houses in the area & sadly more and more being built, can solar panels
be put on roods of houses/buildings

We are already connected to France via undersea cables
Enough sites in this area. access poor at east street

We need farmland

Too big. Access is limited.

Only a maybe due to potential roman road but thats not really reason enough not to
pursue this scheme in my opinion.

The site is subject to flooding. Are the ditches you propose large enough?
Access (see above)
Much too large a development

| have major concerns over drainage of the site, this will need continual management.
Access is a major problem.

| say maybe because | am concerned about the nature biodiversity impacts.
Will it take agricultural land out of food production.
Too close to heritage site, disruption to land drainage.

Its not low grade agricultural land as stated, far too big an area which will have impact on
visuals

See my opinions above!!
Too large an area for too long

The site is a valuable agricultural land and is very close to Richborough - a future
monument of natural importance

The bottom half is situated directly in the wildlife corridor which is the River Stour Valley

of Ash levels, and it preserves lots of white swans and curlew and geese in the winter time.

As stated above
We could cover the entire country in solar panels, but would we be any happier?

Whilst understanding the topography of the site - flat and open - suggests this would be
ideal, my concern relates to the fact that this is open marshland, it is a greenfield site. We
live in the countryside for a reason

| do not believe that using Green field sites is the answer use roof space.
As above

View from our house + garden. Noise would be utterly intrusive. Thatch cottage grade 2
listed cooper st

Good agricultural growth, excellent crops

Solar panels should go on municipal buidlings Agricultural , industrial and new build
housing not filed of historical value and landscape. Access is a no no in country lanes

This is land which can and should grow food
You are taking a beautiful landscape and turning into nothing but black plastic/glass

Due to the large size of the area, the people who live very near by. Also the effects to
wildlife

The access must not be through the very narrow road at East Street
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Land to the South of this site is quite degraded

Do you have any thoughts on the plans for landscaping and screening?

It is a thoughtful addition to the proposed, but overall | do not consider this site is suitable.

No, apart from the access that locals are very angry about.
Must be done.

Unnecessary if there are no solar panels

Lots of swans live on the marshes - how will this affect them?

It needs to be native/local species and as much of it as possible . Pleased to see height has
been reduced.

The reduced height is an improvement and save landscaping planned but this site will still
be visible and intrusive - especially from the North of the river (A299)

Wildlife, bees, fish

The preservation during construction is unclear, so is the reinstatement for any losses.
Colaborate with conservation trusts +screening are good, additional sheeps

There are very minimal provisions. Screening doesn't seem sufficient.

As long as it doesn't interfere too much with the current birds and wildlife. There are up to
22 swans who nest out that way for some years

Tree planting, sheep grazing

If it goes ahead, | hope not, then as much landscaping as possible
No concerns

No as long as its not ugly

Looks good what is proposed but its whether you actually do it.
Reduce the site. Restore more land for biodiversity

No

Im sure you will work with expert bodies

All as covered in the exhibition are excellent ideas and well thought.
Rubbish!

Native indigenous plants no conifers

Excellent

Important to use range of planting & indigenous species - talk to local people - there is a
biodiversity group / working party on the parish council.

The creation of permanent screens - not just for the duration of the farm. Who maintains
these screens in future decades.

Window dressing
Any landscaping/ screening is positive as long as it is also a benefit for biodiversity.

Screening is a critical aspect of the project. If it is not visible outside of the site all the
better.

Screening is more offensive than panels
Not enough being done to compensate for loss of wildlife habitat and migratory birds.
More biodiversity if possible. Not too many reeds as these could block ditches.

landscaping and management plans look impressive. The developers must follow through.
Your plans look promising if carried out effectively.

Sounds ok
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| live at REDACTED | will be severely impacted by noise and visually from the farmhouse. Site
should be reduced and moved towards A256

Reed beds - dangerous - slow water flow. Landscaping and screening plans are often not
fulfilled or maintained.

No the site is fine as it is

Don't build the awful eyesore there. It's anything but "Little South" its bloody massive!!!
Hedges for birds and wildlife.

Not enough information, what happens about the wild life thats already there.

Trees and hedges should be placed to screen this development and provide habitat for
difference species.

Not to build it at the Ash Levels. Build it on the farmland nearby which is not critical for
wildlife.

Inadequate.

If you cover it too well the panels will be in the shade! If you don't cover it enough, it will be
an eyesore.

It is such a secluded site that | doubt much screening would be required.
More screening the better, especially when viewed from Richborough

The proposals to screen the site will again impact the view of the landscape with planting
that would not have naturally been available. The proposal is deceptive, making it seem the
panels will not be visible but the closer to the site you get from different angles they will be
seen...

Leave the site as it is!

Wildflower, hedging

they will help

Any landscaping/ screening will change the biodiversity and not benefit existing wildlife
Leave the place alone. Go elsewhere

All good, as it improves what is already there

Pleased to approve them +agree

No

Would be good to see a scheme you have done before to show how effective the
landscaping is.

| would have thought that that area would have been more suitable for a solar array.

Do you have any thoughts on the plans to increase biodiversity on the site? Are there
additional or different measures which could benefit plants and wildlife on the site?
(Public Exhibition survey)

Considering the area given to biodiversity in relation to the overall site of the site for solar
panels, it is fairly substantial.

No doubt this will affect the existing diverse wildlife which will require special measures to
ensure they are not adversely affected.

You have enough money to have professional advice

| am happy to leave this to the experts, although | would like to see a managed wildflower
meadow

| agree there is likely to be an increase in biodiversity compared to use as monoculture.
However this land is usually grazed.

More plant and wildlife
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6-12 months construction period is a long time causing disturbance to local habitats and
wildlife. I'm not convinced that the proposals could repair the potential long term damage.

More of the site should be given for wildlife. Wlldlife does not thrive in shaded areas so the
majorit of the site is not beneficial. Do the view of solar panels affect wildlife?

Will construction take into account nesting, migration, and "breeding time".
Pasture use/crops

| understand wildlife can thrive - fences keep out foxes and nurture birds.
No - I'll leave that to the experts

Otters? Really? Keep the land grazed under the panels

Greater land area restored. Regular monitoring of impact on species numbers. Chemical
pollution monitoring

Ensure that areas of wetlands are preserved and sustained for animals and migrating birds,
and make sure habitats are not destroyed.

| believe you have consulted correctly

Ensure that habitats are made in the wetlands for migrating birds and resident swans etc.
Don't build it

Nest boxes for birds. Hedgehog houses

Sheep grazing, make use of the ground/ land under for nature

See point 5, long term maintenance plan.

Times grazing so that the ground cover has various stages of growth and development
available at any given time.

Yes, if it can be improved/ protected. Sometimes applications can 'talk the talk' but once
consent is given it sometimes doesn't happen!

Not knowledgable enough on this topic, but anything that positively impacts on biodiversity
should be good for the local environment.

A very good plan and important... If the plants to increase biodiversity ever happen
bigger variety of tree species.

The enhancing biodiversity plans look impressive and must be sincerely and sensitively
followed through. | am concerned about bat corridors. As it is a wetland habitat migrating
birds could well mistake panels for water.

If this goes ahead | request willow fencing around the whole property boundary of
REDACTED

The site is not fully in intensive agriculture at present. There are many grazing marshes with
well developed biodiversity. Often interfacing techniques disrupt the natural habitat, flora,
fauna, solar panels local eye sore

Leave it alone

Keepitasitis

Hedges

Not at present

Seedy wildflower meadows and waterways

Without knowing exactly what the plans are i.e. what areas will you drain to enable the land
to be firm enough for panel buildings. Resultant change in water tables/flows - It is very
hard to provide suggestions. Once known then yes happy to provide feedback

Reduce planned solar farm size to 1/3. Remaining to be gifted to national trust and turned

into a reserve. Talks to be had with local building developers in order to have panels fitted
to all local new builds.

54 )



Can you increase biodiversity if you are pulling up mud in the shadow. Can you grow
wildflowers under solar panels?

Bio diversification is ALWAYS good
No

The overall site size, the small area that is selected for 'biodiversity'. | don't see the
presentation indicate the negative view of the installation and the impact that will have on
the existing biodiversity.

No solar site

Don't know

Very unlikely to increase biodiversity

Any will be minimal, as will results

Keepitasitis

What is the long term management plan?

You cannot do anything to compensate for what you will vandalise. Think again
Sheep grazing

Actively work with local wildlife trust. Who will manage it once you are gone or is the
land/project sold?

Mitigation strategies seem to be quite good

Little South Solar would provide a Community Benefit fund of £200 per MW so the
local community benefits directly from the project. How would you like to see the
funding utilised? (Public Exhibition Survey)

Purchasing land primarily for increasing biodiversity
Money should be used to enhance the local outside spaces for public amenity.
Community resources, schools, recreational parks

Provide solar panels across the parish - starting with those of public benefit (village hall,
scout hut, sheltered housing, vicarage). Why not more funding?

In any way possible to help protect what little is left of the local environment. There are bits
that haven't been built on already. An extensions to the Sceek wood perhaps?

Set up a trust so that any land be returned to agriculture
Ash village

Community spaces. Park/recreation. Picnic benches. Tree planting. Although the community
benefit seems considerably low given the scale of the site. More benefits locally and not
towards Norwegian state owned company

DIRECT TO THE VILLAGE!

Footpath maintenance

Improving biodiversity and footpaths

Improving roads when the project is finished, local children's groups. Local wildlife groups.

Restoration of biodiversity/ energy cost assistance for vulnerable peoples. This is not a lot of
funding.

Funding should be used to help sustain the local area, for example planting trees and
making sure that habitats and animal populations are not impacted. Also, the community
benefit fund could put money into the local community through helping local businesses
which would then make local more interested in the plans, as they have personal gains

On Local projects within a 3 mile radius



Funding to be used in sustaining woodland and wildlife habitats tree planting.
On other environmental schemes would be lovely

Can we trust you?

Planting biodiversity around village

There are a no of projects which are ongoing including upkeep and maintenance.

Some form of nature group/ conservation group/ school/ youth organisation lin perhaps
tied in to my comments in box 5

More window dressing

for biodiversity/ nature improvement projects. Perhaps educational talks +workshops
Support of local organisations, improvement / maintainance of local footpaths, new local
facilities

Maintain footpath

For the small amount being proposed for he community benefit fund it should be decided
by the Parish Council.

To help community assets and projects e.g. improve playground equipment. Recreation
ground.

For green projects locally.

| am sceptical as to whether this money would ever materialise. Sugar coating to sweeten a
bitter pill.

Bollocks! We won't see any benefit from it!!!

| would like the parish council to have overall charge of this

By great councils

Projects could be established to support an educational programme to inform people on
biodiversity and to learn how to improve habitats.

To create more wildlife areas for birds, plants + insects for people to enjoy

I'm not sure, but a great idea

Support for local wildlife projects, schools, doctors.

Which local community is this?

Majority rules for me

Liason with local parish council to establish priorities

This is small change when the people living here already have an open countryside to enjoy!
Keep your money

Depends who it is paid to and if we have any input. Local groups/ clubs could benefit.
Fill in potholes, not putting up more footpath signs

| wouldn't like to benefit from this money

What does this actually mean in real terms?

Ash is expanding rapidly - we may need extensions to the school, or possibly a new village
hall

The only way to get me to accept this vandalism is to provide free electric for this locality.
Environmental projects

As all the development is all in the Parish of Ash | assume that all this money will come to
Ash

Money better used to enhance on site biodiversity
Every effort must be made to ensure the well being of existing wild life on the site.
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Do you have any questions or topics you would like more information on? (Public
exhibition survey)

Will this site be returned to agricultural standard, we don't want this land to be designated
as 'brownfield' at the end.

Archeology updates - if it does go ahead, what about disturbance to folks who live in east
street during building. Compensation? What happens to the site after 40 years
Access

The main concern is what happens afterwards, | would need reassurance that the land
would not be built on

Do you sell direct to the grid? Do you have potential to store electrical charge during the
day, to discharge at night? What do you sell a KwH for, what do we pay from energy
provider? Will the land be owned or leased by yourselves? What is the life span of
equipment?

Drainage plans. How the money will get to village bumble plans. Screening and landscaping
My main concern is the access

No

Our address is not local, but we own land next to the solar farm site.

How will you make public consultation more accessible in future? How will feedback be
incorporated.

Will be interested to hear about the outcome of the excavation of the site

How soon will you give up the idea

Access, wildlife habitat loss

Final access route. How will cables between block go over/under ditches

Why there is no planned battery storage outside? Will the energy generated directly benefit
local residents?

Are there any ecological benefits to our area?

Hedges and definitive area plan showing parish boundary

Access

What is happening to the footpaths that we currently use to cross the land? Where will the
swans graze - they like arable land in winter not scrapes? How are you going to keep the
grass low without using sheep all year round? How are you going to dredge the ditches out
each year?

No!

How will the panels impact the marshland during really wet periods. Will they channel the
water into swampy areas. How will this be managed -impact on surrounding farms.
Construction traffic, how will this be managed on the A257 which has a poor record for
accidents, with slow vehicles pulling onto an open speed limit road.

Not at the moment

Noise level

The impact on local residents during construction. e.g. how many lorries a day for how long?

Concern over access on narrow rural lanes. Would expect these to be reinstated to a high
standard.

What benefit will compensate for the loss of such a chunk of the garden of england. How
would you like it in your garden?
| just hope there is no project
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