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1. Non-Technical Summary  

1.1.1 This report is a baseline technical Annex to support a PEIR Chapter for the Mylen 
Leah Solar Farm on land to the south of Melbourne, East Riding of Yorkshire 
National Grid Reference (NGR) for northern part of the Site 472508, 444150, 
southern part of the south 476019, 437653, eastern side of the Site 477312, 441348 
and western side of the Site 471238, 440399), nearest postcodes YO42 4SS, YO42 
4PX and YO42 4PP. It has been prepared in support of a Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application for a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) to 
develop the Site as a solar photovoltaic (PV) development. 

1.1.2 The study area includes a 2km buffer zone beyond the draft Order Limits, within 
which the archaeological and historical development of the Site and surrounding area 
is discussed. In accordance with national and local planning policy and guidance, the 
possible impacts that the Mylen Leah Solar Farm could have on known and potential 
below-ground archaeological remains within the Site are considered.  

1.1.3 Within the Site, there are two designated heritage assets: óMoated site at 
Chapelgarth, 450m north east of Manor Farmô (list entry no. 1015303) and the grade 
II listed Pocklington Canal Walbut Bridge (list entry no. 1309793).  

1.1.4 Beyond the draft Order Limits but within the 2km study area, there are 54 listed 
buildings (the majority of which are grade II), three scheduled monuments(consisting 
of the óSite of Ellerton Prioryô (list entry no. 1005225), óMotte and bailey castle, 
fishpond and moated site north and east of Aughton churchô (list entry no. 1007973), 
óMoated site and water-management features south of White Houseô (list entry no. 
1007974)) and two Conservation Areas (East Cottingwith and Allerthorpe).  

1.1.5 There are no world heritage sites, registered battlefields or registered parks and 
gardens within the Site or study area. There is a low/medium potential for unknown 
archaeological remains throughout most of the Site. There are few known heritage 
assets across the Site and the geophysical survey (see Appendix 9.2 Geo phy sical 
Survey Report  in Volume 3 ) indicated that few additional archaeological remains 
are present. There are likely to be building remains relating to the Second War World 
War Melbourne Airfield below ground in Land Parcel D (see Figure 2.3: Land Parcel 
and Interconnecting Cables with Field Numbering  in Volume 2) of the Site, 
where the archaeological potential is high. There is also a high potential for 
archaeological remains relating to the Moated site at Chapelgarth, 450m north east 
of Manor Farm in Land Parcel E, as indicated by the high levels of pottery in this 
location, and the possible presence of associated features which are visible in Light 
Detection and Ranging (LiDAR) imagery.  

1.1.6 The underground grid connection corridor is to be refined further for the 
Environmental Statement (ES) 

1.1.7 In light of the archaeological potential of the Site, further archaeological investigation 
is likely to be required in the form of trial trenching.  

1.1.8 It is not anticipated that any proposals to develop the Site should represent a conflict 
with legislation or national or local planning policies relating to the historic 
environment. 
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2. Introduction  

2.1 Planning Background  

2.1.1 This report is an archaeological desk-based assessment (desk-based 
assessment) to support an application for a DCO to construct a solar PV 
development on land to the south of Melbourne, East Riding of Yorkshire. 
National Grid References are as follows: for northern part of the Site 472508, 
444150; the southern part of the Site 476019, 437653; the eastern side of the 
Site 477312, 441348; and the western part of the Site 471238, 440399. 
Nearest postcodes are YO42 4SS, YO42 4PX and YO42 4PP (Figure 1 ).  

2.1.2 The Overarching National Policy Statement for Energy (EN-1), (December 
2025, published January 2026)1 and National Policy Statement for renewable 
energy infrastructure (EN-3), (December 2025, published January 2026)2 
sets out the National policy for energy infrastructure where projects are 
classed as National Significant under the Planning Act 2008. Paragraph 
5.9.13 of NPS EN-1 states that: 

ñWhere a site on which development is proposed includes, or the available 
evidence suggests it has the potential to include, heritage assets with an 
archaeological interest, the applicant should carry out appropriate desk-
based assessment and, where such desk-based research is insufficient to 
properly assess the interest, a field evaluation. Where proposed development 
will affect the setting of a heritage asset, accurate representative 
visualisations may be necessary to explain the impact.ò 

2.1.3 This report describes and assesses the significance of known heritage assets 
and potential archaeological remains within the Site. The impact of the 
proposed scheme on known and unknown heritage assets is assessed in the 
ES.  

2.1.4 This report provides a historic baseline for the PEIR. 

2.2 Consulta tion  

2.2.1 The Historic Environment Record Officer for the East Riding of Yorkshire, 
Historic England, and the local planning authority archaeologist were 
consulted to determine an appropriate study area size. This desk-based 
assessment has been updated in light of comments made by Historic 
England to an earlier draft of the document prepared during the scoping 
stage.  
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3. Aims and objectives  

3.1.1 The assessment aims to identify all known heritage assets potentially 
affected by the Mylen Leah Solar Farm, and the potential for currently 
unknown heritage assets.  

3.1.2 The purpose is to gain an understanding of the historic environment resource 
in order to formulate an assessment of the potential for heritage assets to 
survive within the Site, their significance, and strategies for further evaluation, 
mitigation or management as appropriate.  

3.1.3 The Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA) Standard and Guidance for 
Historic Environment Desk-Based Assessment (20203) defines a desk-based 
assessment as ñéa programme of study of the historic environment within a 
specified area or site on land, the inter-tidal zone or underwater that 
addresses agreed research and/or conservation objectives. It consists of an 
analysis of existing written, graphic, photographic and electronic information 
in order to identify the likely heritage assets, their interests and significance 
and the character of the study area, including appropriate consideration of 
the settings of heritage assets and, in England, the nature, extent and quality 
of the known or potential archaeological, historic, architectural and artistic 
interest. Significance is to be judged in a local, regional, national or 
international context as appropriate.ò 

3.1.4 Historic Englandôs Good Practice Advice Note 2: Managing Significance in 
DecisionȤTaking in the Historic Environment (GPA2)4, paragraph 12.3 
requires that a desk-based assessment will determine, as far as is 
reasonably possible from existing records, the nature, extent and significance 
of the historic environment within a specified area, and the impact of Mylen 
Leah Solar Farm on the significance of the historic environment, or will 
identify the need for further evaluation to do so. 

3.1.5 The objectives are therefore to:  

¶ Collate all available written, graphic, photographic and electronic 
information relevant to the Site; 

¶ Describe the nature, extent and significance and importance of the 
historic environment within the area potentially affected by the 
development, identifying any uncertainties in existing knowledge;  

¶ Determine the potential for previously unknown archaeological remains 
to be present at the Site; 

¶ Understand and identify the likelihood that the planning authority may 
require further investigations; and, 

¶ Provide the baseline for the PEIR. 
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Figure  1: The Site
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4. Site  description  

4.1.1 The land within the draft Order Limits predominantly consists of a disused 
airfield (presently used for recreational and commercial use (motor racing 
and commercial motor vehicle use)), agricultural fields (mostly arable, some 
grassland and some grazing) interspersed with hedgerows, ditches, small 
woodland blocks and farm access tracks. The hedgerows within the draft 
Order Limits range from dense tall vegetation (shrub and tree species) to thin 
lines of vegetation with sporadic shrubs and trees present. The fields are 
bordered by a mix of hedgerows, wet ditches and some of the many major 
named drains and dikes in the area.  

4.1.2 There is some variation in the features immediately surrounding and within 
each of the Land Parcels and underground grid connection corridor, as 
presented below. Figure 2.4: Environmental Features Plan  in Volume 2  
displays some of these features. This is summarised below: 

¶ Land Parcel A: Land west of the B1228 . This is the northernmost 
section of the Site. It is located between East Cottingwith to the west 
and Melbourne to the east, and is surrounded by agricultural fields and 
small areas of surface water, which will be taken into consideration as 
part of the design.  

¶ Land Parcel B: Land east of Ellerton . This area is the westernmost 
section of the Site, bounded by the B1228 to the north west. Bottoms 
Drain and Charity Drain run through the central portion of the area, and 
there are three separate areas of deciduous woodland located within 
the Land Parcel boundary. Various ponds and ditches are located to the 
east of the Site.  

¶ Land Parcel C: Land southwest of Melbourne . This area lies 
between areas B and D and is approximately 600m southwest of 
Melbourne. The area is bounded by agricultural fields, with the Lordôs 
Drain running directly through the southern portion of the area.  

¶ Land Parcel D: Land west of Seaton Ross . This is the easternmost 
section of the Site. It is located approximately 500m from Seaton Ross 
and is bounded by agricultural fields with two areas of surface water to 
the north. This Land Parcel includes Melbourne Raceway, formerly 
known as RAF Melbourne. 

¶ Land Parcel E: Land north of Foggathorpe . This is the southernmost 
section of the Site and is located approximately 550m north and east of 
Foggathorpe at its closest point. The area is bound by agricultural fields 
and the A163 to the south, as well as Breckstreet Lane to the north. 
There is a Scheduled Monument located within the Land Parcel as well 
as two separate areas of woodland. 
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Figure 2: General view of Land Parcel  E of the Site , looking north -west from 
eastern boundary of Land Parcel E.  

 

Figure 3: General view of Land Parcel  E of the Site , looking north -east from 
western boundary of eastern fields  
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Figure 4: General view of Land Parcel  E of the Site , looking north -east from 
western boundary of eastern fields  

 

Figure  5: General view of Land Parcel  E of the Site , looking west from eastern 
boundary of eastern fields  
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Figure  6: General view of Land Parcel  E of the Site , looking north -west from 
southeast corner of southern field  

 

Figure  7: General view of Land Parcel  E of the Site , looking southwest from 
north -east of former airfield  
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Figure  8: General view of Land Parcel  E of the Site , looking west from the 
centre of the southern boundary  

 

Figure  9: General view of Land Parcel  E of the Site , looking north from the 
centre of Land Parcel  E 
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Figure  10: General view of Land Parcel  E of the Site , looking west from the 
western section of Land Parcel E 

 

Figure  11: General view of Land Parcel E of the Site , looking east from western 
boundary of Land Parcel E  



Mylen Leah Solar Farm 
 

Page 10  
 

 

Figure  12: General view of Land Parcel E of the Site , looking north from 
western boundary of northern section of Land Parcel E  

 

Figure  13: General view of Land Parcel E of the Site , looking north -west from 
southern boundary of northern section of Land Parcel E  
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Figure  14: General view of Land Parcel E of the Site , looking east from centre 
of northern boundary of Land Parcel E 

 

Figure  15: General view of Land Parcel B of the Site, looking south from centre 
of northern boundary of Land Parcel B 
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Figure  16: General view of Land Parcel B of the Site, looking south from centre 
of northern boundary of Land Parcel B 

 

Figure  17: General view of Land Parcel B of the Site, looking south from centre 
of northern boundary of Land Parcel B 
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Figure  18: General view of Land Parcel B of the Site, looking southwest from 
eastern boundary of western section of Land Parcel B  

 

Figure  19: General view of Land Parcel B of the Site, looking southeast from 
centre of Land Parcel B 
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Figure  20: General view of Land Parcel B of the Site, looking north from centre 
of Land Parcel  B 

 

Figure  21: General view of Land Parcel B of the Site, looking north -east from 
centre of Land Parcel B 
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Figure  22: General view of Land Parcel B of the Site, looking southwest from 
centre of Land Parcel B 

 

Figure  23: General view of Land Parcel B of the Site, looking east from track in 
the east of Land Parcel B 
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Figure  24: General view of Land Parcel B of the Site, looking north -east from 
centre of northern section of Land Parcel B 

 

Figure  25: General view of Land Parcel B of the Site, looking west from eastern 
boundary of Land Parcel B 
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Figure  26: General view of Land Parcel B of the Site, looking southeast from 
centre of eastern section of Land Parcel B 

 

Figure  27: General view of Land Parcel B of the Site, looking north -west from 
centre of eastern section of Land Parcel B 
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