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1. Executive Summary

1.1. This Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) has been prepared in support of an application for full
planning permission submitted to Cornwall Council under the provisions of the Town and Country
Planning Act 1990 (as amended), on behalf of Trerice Solar Farm Ltd, a wholly owned subsidiary of
Statkraft UK Ltd (the “Applicant”).

1.2. The SCI outlines the pre-application public consultation activity undertaken by the Applicant prior to the
submission of a planning application, seeking: Full planning permission for the construction and
operation of a ground mounted solar array and battery energy storage system (BESS), associated
infrastructure, and landscape and biodiversity enhancements on land to the North and South of Trerice
Farmhouse, Trerice Dairy Farm and Green Meadows, St Dennis, St. Austell, Cornwall, PL26 8EG.

1.3. The site was previously referred to as the Treviscoe solar farm when the project team first started
consulting in 2021 and during the most recent round of public consultation. However, at the most recent
exhibition in October 2024 (Appendix 8), the applicant received feedback from residents that this is not
the most appropriate name given the village of Treviscoe is a distance away from the site. Residents felt
it should be called Trerice Solar Farm as that is the name of the closest farm and how residents refer to
the area in question.

1.4. The Applicant understands the importance of engaging early and throughout the development process
with communities and key stakeholders. Traditional and digital forms of engagement were used by the
Applicant to ensure comprehensive and meaningful engagement, particularly during the first exhibition
during the covid-19 pandemic. Where possible, community feedback has been used to help shape the
proposal.

1.5. In March 2021, as noted above, when the EIA Screening report was submitted and the project entered
the public domain the Applicant launched their dedicated project website,
https://projects.statkraft.co.uk/treviscoe/ (Appendix 2). Members of the public have and can continue to
submit feedback and reach out to the project team at any time via the website. In addition, in March
2021 local stakeholders, including ward councillors, the MP, and the local Parish Councils, were
consulted about the project and were asked to share feedback on the proposal.

1.6. In March 2021 a public exhibition was held online , due to the restrictions caused by the Covid-19
pandemic . To ensure as many people knew about the online exhibition in 2021, engagement activity
included mailing a letter to262 local households ahead of the exhibition to invite residents to engage in
the pre-application consultation.

1.7. External factors outside of the Applicant ’s control meant that a significant time period elapsed between
the initial consultation in 2021 and the anticipated planning application. As such, it was deemed
appropriate to re-engage with the community in 2024 to share updates with residents and engage with
anyone who may not have attended the previous events or lived in the area previously.

1.8. An in-person Information Day was held in October 2024. The Applicant wrote to 1,277 households
(Appendix 4) and 22 near neighbours (Appendix 5) and stakeholders were informed about the event.
Around 50 people attended the in-person event, and 5 feedback forms were received.

1.9. The comments received during the public consultation are detailed in the feedback section of this
report. A number of the comments raised during the engagement helped to informed changes to the
initial proposal and helped shape the application that has been submitted.

1.10. Several notable ways the proposal has changed following the public consultation events include:

• Change of project name from Treviscoe Solar Farm to Trerice Solar Farm to better reflect the location
of the site.

• Reducing the overall number of solar panels.
• Increased planting to enhance local biodiversity and visual screening.
• Potential for improved recreational use throughout the site.

1.11. The SCI has been written in line with Cornwall Council’s Statement of Community Involvement (2024).

1.12. This statement forms part of a suite of documents submitted as part of the planning application for the
scheme.
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2. Consultation Policy Context

2.1. Effective and meaningful engagement is a key part of the Applicant’s approach to planning. By working
with communities and having proactive discussions about proposals, the Applicant works to improve the
development plans using local input, wherever possible.

2.2. The consultation programme was also carried out in accordance with the Revised National Planning
Policy Framework (NPPF) 2023. The NPPF encourages proactive community engagement. Paragraph
137 of the NPPF 2023 states that:

“Applicants should work closely with those affected by their proposals to evolve designs that take
account of the views of the community. Applications that can demonstrate early, proactive and effective
engagement with the community should be looked on more favourably than those that cannot.”

2.3. The Applicant followed the guidelines of Cornwall Council’s Statement of Community Involvement
(2024), which sets out the importance of involving statutory bodies and the community in pre-
application consultations and planning applications. Section 1 of the SCI states:

“Planning effects everyone in our communities. The local planning authority is usually responsible for
deciding where development takes place and what happens in our towns, villages, open spaces and
environment. We seek to involve everyone in our plan making and when determining planning
applications. However, we recognise that many people will only get involved in planning when it directly
affects them.”

3. Pre -application Consultation Activity

3.1. The Applicant has undertaken the process of pre-application consultation in line with national and local
guidance and requirements. This provided an important opportunity to engage with Cornwall Council,
the local Parish Councils, key stakeholders and the local community to gather feedback and enable
issues and concerns to be addressed prior to the submission of the planning application, where
reasonably possible.

3.2. The application proposal has benefitted from extensive pre-application discussions with the Council. An
initial pre-application meeting was held with Michelle Billing, Senior Development Officer, in January
2021 (Cornwall Council reference: PA20/02744/PREAPP). Further pre-application advice was sought
from the County Archaeologist on the scope of the geophysical survey and trenching evaluation in
September 2021 (Cornwall Council reference: PA21/03270/PREAPP). Since February 2023 the
applicant team have engaged with Cornwall Council on an ad hoc basis via a Planning Performance
Agreement (Cornwall Council reference PA23/0199/PREAPP) co-ordinated by Alexander Lawry, Senior
Development Officer.

4. Consultation with Local Representatives

4.1. To ensure local representatives had the opportunity to input and learn about the proposals at an early
stage, the Applicant first contacted local stakeholders (Appendix 1), including local ward members,
Parish Councils and Council cabinet members in March 2021 when an EIA screening request was
submitted to the Council.

4.2. The Applicant contacted local stakeholders again in April 2021 to seek feedback on plans for
consultation with the wider community.

4.3. The Applicant met online (due to Covid-19 restrictions) with St Dennis Parish Council in April 2021 to
discuss the initial proposals, to introduce the project team and gather feedback on the plans for
consultation. Point of discussion included:

• Cumulative impact.
• Some residents were concerned about the development having an impact on farmland and change in

the characteristics of the area.
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• The Parish Council have received concerns from residents in relation to the likely routes that may be
taken by construction traffic and deliveries during the construction period.

4.4. The Applicant met online (due to Covid-19 restrictions) with St . Stephen-in-Brannel Parish Council in
July 2021 to discuss the initial proposals, introduce the project team to members and gather feedback
on the plans for consultation. Points of discussion included:

• Transport routes and construction traffic , particularly HGV movements.
• Lifetime of site, members of the Parish Council discussed how long the site would be operational for

and what would happen to the solar panels when they needed to be disposed of.
• Battery Safety Management.
• The community benefit fund for the local area.

4.5. St Stephen-in-Brannel Parish Council provided verbal feedback to the Applicant during their meeting in
July 2021.

4.6. The Applicant subsequently invited local representatives to the online public consultation and in
October 2024, the in-person event, with the option to attend a preview session in the hour before the
public exhibition opened to the public.

5. Local Community Consultation

5.1. The Applicant undertook an online consultation in March 2021 (Appendix 3) which included a digital
consultation on a project website. 262 local households in the immediate vicinity were notified via a
mailing list of the event.

5.2. External factors outside of the Applicant ’s control meant that a significant time period elapsed between
the initial consultation in 2021 and the anticipated planning application. As such, it was deemed
appropriate to re-engage with the local community in 2024.

5.3. An in-person event was held in October 2024 (Appendix 8). The event was attended by members of the
pro ject team and included display boards outlining different aspects of the project. The Applicant issued
a consultation invitation to over 1,277 addresses within a consultation zone surrounding the proposed
development. The invitations re introduced the proposed development and provided details of the
project website and the upcoming information event, as well as ways to get in touch with the project
team.

5.4. An additional 22 letters were issued to near neighbours in a radius of addresses closest to the site.

5.5. This provided near neighbours with a direct line of contact to the project team as well as introducing the
updated proposals and advertising the information event.

5.6. The public exhibition provided members of the local community to meet the project team and give
feedback on the proposals. A total of 50 people attended the public exhibition. There was a dedicated
councillor preview session before the general public arrived.

5.7. The Applicant took additional steps to ensure as many people as possible had the opportunity to learn
about the proposals and give feedback. This included advertising on the project website.

5.8. The Applicant worked with St Dennis Parish to share details of the consultation events in 2021 and
2024. An advert for circulation with the community was shared with the Parish ahead of the in-person
event in October.

5.9. An email address was included in consultation advertisements so that residents could contact the
project team to find out more about the proposals (UKProjects@statkraft.com).

5.10. Members of the public had the opportunity to contact the project team on freephone number 0800 772
0668 or visit the website to request a call back. No calls were received from the period of the mail drop
to the end of the consultation period.
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5.11. The Applicant ensured that consultees had multiple opportunities to give feedback in person at both the
online exhibition and in-person exhibition. This included the use of a freepost reply card (Appendix 9),
the opportunity to ask team members questions, or submitting feedback online via the project website.
Attendees could also take a two-page hand-out (Appendix 10) about the proposals away with them to
read at their convenience. Team members made notes of verbal feedback at both events so that this
could also be considered.

5.12. The project website (https://projects.statkraft.co.uk/treviscoe/) created in 2021 has been kept up to
date throughout the development period and enabled residents to learn more about the proposals, the
Applicant and submit feedback. The webpage also detailed how to get in contact with the project team.

5.13. To ensure open and ongoing communication with the local community, the Applicant responded to
questions and queries from the public consultation, in adherence with GDPR.

6. Feedback Received

6.1. At the in person information event in October 2024 members of the project team noted down verbal
feedback from the conversations they had with attendees, 2 reply cards were completed at the event
and 3 reply cards were sent after the event using the return Freepost address. 2 items of feedback were
returned via the website during the exhibition period. 1 person emailed their feedback, and no phone
calls were received. All written feedback is available.

6.2. Feedback was captured during the online exhibition held in March 2021 and feedback forms were also
received by the Applicant following the event.

6.3. Themes from feedback to the 2021 consultation include:

Concerned about falling house prices:

• “You are basically surrounding my property with fields of solar panels. How would you like it
surrounding your home. This will dramatically affect the value of my home.”

Already an industrialised area:

• “Already too much development/loss of environment with China Clay workings, the incinerator and
acres of existing solar farms in mid Cornwall.”

• “St Dennis and Treviscoe are poor Cornish communities that already show the scars of industry the
proposed site is in green fields visible to the community.”

• “Area already has Incinerator and clay works. Heavy traffic and visual blight are already an issue.”

• “I support the principal but this strong community ‘basin’ has suffered more than enough with the
incinerator and the power plant with huge pylons tearing through the landscape.”

• “Spoil the landscape as we already have the clay work and the incinerator”

Not received enough information/do not feel informed enough

• “ I don't feel informed enough.”

• “Need more information.”

There should be a name change

• “It’s not Treviscoe it is Trerice, the name of the project is incorrect.”

Preference for renewable energy over fossil fuels
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• “As a society we must move away from fossil fuel and projects like this are the only feasible
alternative.”

• “Although solar farms are a not overly nice to look at they are a better option than fossil fuel.”

Transport and traffic

• “There is currently a worry in the area about the movement of HGV’s. The aggregate companies,
and incinerator/energy from waste plant all create vehicle movements on local roads. “

Lifetime of the site

• “Lifetime of site: How long will the solar panels be there for and what is the lifetime of the site?”

• “What plans are there for decommissioning?”

6.4. Feedback from in-person exhibition in October 2024

Concerns have been alleviated /positive feedback to consultation approach

• “After coming I don’t have any concerns, I won’t be able to see it so it’s fine.”

• “I feel better after coming and speaking to the team now.”

• “This event was well set up, useful and well informed.”

Too many solar farms in the area

• “I am pro solar, but it feels like everything is being dumped in our area.”

• “I know we need to get rid of fossil fuels, but this area is full.”

Concerned that the land could be used for other things

• “I am worried about land being taken up. Farming and agricultural land.”

• “I am really concerned about the effect on biodiversity.”

Other feedback included:

• “ I am worried about where the cables will be”

• “Will the panels be recycled?”

• “What will the local benefit be?”

• “I am worried about the effect of solar farms on tourism”

7. Response to Feedback

7.1. The feedback in section 4 revealed that residents are mostly interested in the site selection and location,
landscape, visual and cumulative impact, and the environmental impact.

7.2. The Applicant has provided a response to issues raised through feedback summarised in a table
(Appendix 11)
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8. Conclusion and Next Steps

8.1. This SCI outlines the pre -application consultation undertaken with local residents and stakeholders for
the development of Trerice Solar Farm by the Applicant.

8.2. The initial proposals were designed in accordance with a thorough analysis of the Trerice site, and the
surrounding area.

8.3. The consultation process allowed the Applicant to further understand local views on the proposals, prior
to submitting a planning application to Cornwall County Council.

8.4. Feedback indicated that some residents had questions or concerns about site selection and location,
impact on house prices, community benefits, and recycling of solar panels.

8.5. Feedback from the local community has resulted in a change in site name, additional recreational areas,
addition of 1.3km of paths, improved visual screening, and a reduction in the panelled areas of the solar
farm compared to the initial design.

8.6. The Applicant has reviewed all feedback received during the consultation and, where possible, has
responded to this in the final plans.

8.7. The Applicant will continue its discussions and engagement with local residents and stakeholders as the
application progresses taking into account all views and comments where possible.



9

Reproduced by Instinctif Partners Ltd,

The contents of the publication from which the above extract has been taken are copyright works and without prior permission may not be copied further.

Appendix
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Appendix 2: Project website
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Appendix 6: Mailing zone for the exhibition invite letter – October 2024
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Appendix 8: Exhibition boards - October 2024
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Appendix 9: Reply form - October 2024
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Appendix 10- Information leaflet - October 2024
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Appendix 11- Summarised response to feedback

Issue Response

Site Selection The site has undergone a thorough site selection process and was carefully selected,
including for the following reasons:

- The Site is adjacent to the National Grid substation, where a connection is available
before 2030;

- The Site is in an area with higher than average solar irradiation levels for the UK;
- The Site has a topography that is suitable for solar energy generation;
- The Site is in a low flood risk zone;
- The Site is located outside of the National Landscape which covers a large area of

Cornwall;
- The Site is not on the highest grades of agricultural land (Grade 1 or 2); and
- The Site presents opportunities for landscape planting and significant biodiversity

enhancement.
- Land availability/landowner desire to host the Applicant.

The area has already
been industrialised
e.g. clay works and
other energy schemes

The proposal has been designed to minimise visual impacts onto local residents and users
of public footpaths. The intention is that the site is well integrated into the existing
landscape and does not further exacerbate perceived feelings of industrialising the area.

As part of our proposals, we also look to significantly increase the biodiversity of the area
and create habitats and betterment for local species.

We are also incorporating recreation areas for use by the public and proposing the addition
of 1.3km of permissive paths.

Residents felt that
they did not have
information

Statkraft held two exhibitions during the pre-submission process, one was held online due
to Covid restrictions and the other was held in person. Statkraft also presented to St Dennis
Parish Council and St Stephen in Brannel Parish Council in 2021. At both exhibitions, there
were Statkraft team members who were able to answer resident’s questions and give more
information.

There was also a website for residents to gain more information and a freephone number in
addition to a project email address. Residents who attended the second exhibition
commented that they now had enough information.

Are solar panels
recyclable

In most cases, 99% of a solar panel is recyclable, and there are well-established routes to
do this through. A solar panel is made of a frame (typically aluminium), glass, crystalline
silicon solar cells, and copper wiring, all of which can be extracted, separated, and
recycled or reused. The remaining one percent is an encapsulant material which bonds the
layers of a panel together.

There are specific organisations, such as PV Cycle and the European Recycling Platform,
which work with solar developers to minimise electronic waste and maximise solar
recycling in line with the Waste from Electronical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE)
regulations.

Source: SEUK Briefing - Everything Under the Sun, The Facts About Solar Energy, 2022

There needs to be a
more appropriate
name for the site

Statkraft welcome residents feedback and have changed the name of the site to a more
appropriate name that reflects the location. Going forwards the site will now be called
Trerice solar farm.

Concerns about
cabling

A cable route will be submitted as part of our planning application that joins together the
two sections of the solar farm. We will work closely with Cornwall Council and Highways
regarding the timeframe for the cabling works. We expect disruption to be minimal.

Community benefits Statkraft are committed to providing a Community Benefit Fund calculated at £400 per
MW per year (the equivalent of over £400,000 in today's terms, over the operational life of
the project), with the fund being subject to the installed capacity of the scheme. This
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would be index linked over the project lifetime to maintain value and would be available
once the solar farm has commenced operation.

This would be for the benefit of local organisations and projects, the distribution of which is
dealt with via a third party provider. Our community funds typically support improving
community facilities, community led initiatives, education, energy efficiency and
environmental projects. We will work with the community to ensure this fund is spent in the
most appropriate way to meet local community needs and your suggestions are welcomed.

we will also work with local businesses to give them opportunities to get involved in the
construction and operation of projects with the aim of helping create and sustain jobs in
the local economy.

Moreover, the solar farm will generate substantial business rates that will be payable to
Cornwall Council, helping to deliver vital public services across the county.

House prices falling We cannot comment on individuals house prices, but house prices are subject to a range of
factors.

We are not aware of any material evidence that house prices have fallen in areas that host
solar farms.

Traffic concerns As part of the planning application, Statkraft will be submitting a construction traffic
management plan which will detail where the construction traffic will pass through. This
will be discussed and agreed with Cornwall Council prior to any works starting. There is no
intention for any traffic to pass through the centre of St Dennis village. The current plan is
for construction vehicles to come off the A30 at the B3279 junction and then follow the
road down to the crossing of the River Fal, entering fields near Trerice.

Once operational, the solar farm will generate very little traffic, typically only one van
movement per month.

Lifetime of the site The expected lifetime of the site is 40 years, after which a new planning application will
need to be submitted if Statkraft wish to extend the lifetime of the site. Decommissioning
of the site will occur in line with a Decommissioning Management Plan, to be submitted to
the Council at a later date.


