
Welcome

About Statkraft

At Statkraft, we all share a common goal 
of maximising the positive benefits we can 
bring from our projects, which stretches 
beyond the generation of renewable energy, 
to habitat enhancement and investing in  
our communities to leave a lasting legacy 
for the area.

	� The largest generator of renewable  
energy in Europe

	� A state owned utility with origins  
in Norwegian hydropower over  
125 years ago

	� 5,700 employees in 21 countries

Baillie Wind Farm, Thurso, 21 turbines, 110m tip height

We would like to share our early stage plans for the Ackron 
Wind Farm. We want to hear your views as we shape the 
development during this phase.



Statkraft in UK

	 Scottish Head Office in Glasgow

	 Operating in the UK since 2006

	� Six projects operating or in  
development in the Highlands
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	� Distributed over £4 million to 
communities near operating wind farms

	� Employ almost 500 staff across our  
UK businesses
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Ackron Wind Farm

(1) �Based on 79.2MW installed capacity, site wind speed data  
and average Scottish domestic consumption of 3,295kWh pa  
(DESNZ 2022). 

(2) �Community Benefit Fund based on 79.2MW x £5k per MW  
of installed capacity. If consented, value of fund determined  
by actual installed capacity. 

Ackron Wind Farm

Up to 11

Up to 200m

Up to 79.2MW
(Section 36 consent application)

No. of
Turbines

Max Blade  
Tip Heights

Expected  
Installed  
Capacity (MW)

Community Fund  
(per year)

Estimated 
Generation
(homes equivalent) 

Just over 

100,000 
Homes per year (1)

Estimated 

£396,000
per year (2) 

Project website: www.ackron-windfarm.co.uk

The Site is predominantly open moorland used for grazing 
with a small section of forestry plantation in the north.  
There is an excellent wind resource and the Site is not 
subject to any statutory or nationally protected landscape-
based planning designations.

The Site is located approximately 2km south-east of Melvich. 
We are currently proposing up to 11 turbines with maximum 
blade tip heights of 200m and battery energy storage. 
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Design Evolution 

In 2020 Statkraft submitted an application to the  
Highland Council for a 12 turbine wind farm. Ongoing 
extensive surveys revealed presence of a rare bird, the 
common scoter. As a responsible developer, we made  
the decision to withdraw the application and take  
a fresh look at the Site. We have fully assessed this  
new information and redesigned the project on the  
same Site to take this into account. 

We value the conversations we have had with the 
community over the past four years. 

This is the first presentation of our new proposed layout.
We would like our engagement to be a continuation  
of our previous conversations with the community, and 
have incorporated that feedback into the layout below.

Please provide your comments to a member of the  
project team or on our feedback form. 

2020 Layout Current Layout

Ordnance Survey © Crown Copyright 2020. All rights reserved. Licence number 100034829. Ordnance Survey © Crown Copyright 2023. All rights reserved. Licence number 100034829.

Key project facts Key project facts

12 Up to 11

149.9m Up to 200m

4MW 7.2MW

No. of Turbines No. of Turbines

Max Blade Tip Heights Max Blade Tip Heights

Generating Capacity (MW) Generating Capacity (MW)

Homes equivalent Homes equivalent

Community Fund Community Fund

Total Wind Farm 
Generating Capacity (MW)

Total Wind Farm 
Generating Capacity (MW)48MW

Approximately 
45,000 100,000

£250,000 £396,000

79.2MW



Statkraft will continue to engage with the local community 
and stakeholders throughout the lifetime of the Development.

Project Timeline

1.	�SITE SELECTION  
& SUITABILITY 

4.	CONSTRUCTION  5.	OPERATION 6.	DECOMMISSION

2.	�PRE-PLANNING 3.	�SUBMIT APPLICATION 
& AWAIT DECISION 

(12 months) 

Extensive research to identify site 
suitability: positive indicators include 
good wind speed and minimal 
environmental and technical constraints. 

No public engagement is carried out 
during this time because the Site may 
not pass the criteria required for being 
suitable for development.

(12 to 24 months) 

If approved, construction begins  
at least one year after consent.

We anticipate the construction phase  
to take 12–24 months. Planning 
conditions,including the provision  
of a Construction Environmental 
Management Plan, are used to  
manage elements of construction.

(Up to 40 years)

The turbines are managed  
from a regionally based maintenance 
team, and operations are controlled by 
detailed planning conditions.

We are committed to community benefit 
and shared ownership opportunities.  
A community fund is active throughout 
the operational lifetime of the project for 
a range of community initiatives.

(12 months) 

At the end of the planning period, 
turbines are removed. A financial bond  
or guarantee is put in place before 
construction starts, to cover the 
decommissioning cost.

(6 to 18 months)

We request the view of the Scottish 
Government and the Highland Council  
on the level of study required (known  
as “Scoping”). 

Scoping is sent to local and neighbouring 
Community Councils and consultees  
such as NatureScot, SEPA and Historic 
Environment Scotland.

There are likely to be further changes  
to the layout as studies continue  
and feedback from communities  
and residents is received. Two rounds  
of public engagement events will  
take place to discuss the design 
and its changes with the  
local community.

(12 to 24 months) 

An application for Section 36 consent  
is submitted to the Scottish Government, 
accompanied by a comprehensive 
Environmental Impact Assessment  
(EIA) Report showing the results of  
all studies undertaken. A hard copy  
will be available in a public location  
for the community to access. 

Interested parties and consultees  
such as the Highland Council,  
and Community Councils hosting  
and neighbouring the proposal can 
formally comment on the application  
and the EIA Report.



The process of gathering robust environmental baseline data 
on a site is vital to designing a wind farm.

Environmental Impact Assessment

An Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIA Report) 
will be submitted as part of the application. Applications 
over 50MW are subject to final approval by Scottish 
Government, informed by consultees such as Highland 
Council, NatureScot, SEPA and Historic Environment Scotland. 

The EIA Report assesses any likely significant effects  
the Proposed Development may have and how these 
impacts can be avoided or mitigated. Over five years  
of site surveys provide us with a comprehensive 
understanding of the local environment, and additional 
confidence that the design and mitigation measures 
proposed are right for this location.

Berry Burn Wind Farm, Moray, 29 turbines, 100m tip height

The application would include:

	� Landscape and  
Visual Amenity

	� Ecology

	� Cultural Heritage

	� Hydrology

	 Ornithology

	� Peat

	� Noise

	� Traffic and 
Transport

	� Climate Change

	 Socioeconomics



A suite of ecological surveys have been undertaken since 
2017 in accordance with NatureScot guidance, giving us 
extensive knowledge of the site and surrounding habitat.

This has included detailed peat surveys which has  
informed the layout of the wind farm. A key design  
objective is to minimise developing on deep peat and  
where this is not possible, to mitigate impacts.

We have been working closely with NatureScot and 
following their guidance regarding the identified presence 
of the Common Scoter in the redesign of the project.

As part of our fresh look at the project layout, we have  
been focussing on the biodiversity benefits which could  
be delivered alongside the wind farm, if consented.  
This is at an early stage of design and we would be happy  
to discuss it with you. Please let one of the team know  
if you are interested in attending an Ecology Workshop  
to get involved.

Details of our proposed habitat management will  
be outlined in the Section 36 Application. 

Ecology & Ornithology Socioeconomics

An assessment of the potential economic impacts  
of the wind farm will be undertaken as part of the 
application. It will set out the expected job creation, 
economic value and wealth building benefit to the  
local and wider economy through the different stages  
of the development life cycle. 

The socio-economic assessment would assess the 
economic impacts of the Proposed Development.  
This would include employment, business and supply 
chain opportunities. We welcome your ideas on how  
we can maximise the economic benefits our project 
could bring. 

Common Scoter Twentyshilling Hill Wind Farm, Dumfries & Galloway, 9 turbines, 140m tip height

Environmental Impact Assessment

© Erni - stock.adobe.com



The Value of Renewables

The Scottish Government has set a legally binding target  
to achieve net-zero emissions by 2045. Developments  
such as Ackron Wind Farm are key to meeting this target. 
Whilst Scotland has continued to make good progress  
in reducing its greenhouse gas emissions, the need for  
low carbon energy supplies is paramount if Scotland  
is to achieve this net zero target.

By 2030, The Scottish Energy Strategy calls for 50%
of ‘all energy’ to come from renewables. It emphasises  
that onshore wind is now one of the cheapest forms
of electricity and will therefore continue to play an 
important role in this.

A carbon balance assessment will quantify the anticipated 
emissions savings of Ackron Wind Farm using Scottish 
Government guidance. A “carbon payback period” will  
be calculated, demonstrating how long it will take for the 
carbon emissions saved by Ackron Wind Farm’s renewable 
electricity generation to offset the carbon generated for  
its development.

Climate Change “�We need more renewable energy,  
but why here?”

This is one of the most common questions we are asked  
when we propose a wind farm. This is a very understandable 
question, and the answer goes beyond the fact that Scotland 
has one of the strongest wind speeds in Europe. We were 
pleased to be able to answer this question with the detail  
it deserves during a webinar hosted by the news website 
FutureNetZero. You may be surprised to know that our  
analysis shows less than 10% of land in Scotland is suitable  
for development of onshore wind. 

RICHARD MARDON,  
VP Development, Statkraft UK

Richard takes us behind the scenes 
of the development process,  
with a step by step guide on the 
challenges faced in finding the  
best sites to maximise Scotland’s 
excellent natural wind resource.  
Since 2002 Richard has worked 
exclusively in onshore wind in the 
UK, and has had oversight of the 
development, construction and 
operation of several completed  
Scottish wind projects. 

Twentyshilling Hill Wind Farm, Dumfries & Galloway, 9 turbines, 140m tip height

Scan here to watch 
the webinar.



We like our wind farms to be considered a local asset. We look 
forward to engaging with communities to find out different 
ways we can bring positive benefits to the local area.

Community Benefits

Some examples of projects that have received funding through Community Benefit Funds

MARCH 2021 PAGE 4

Young and Old to Benefit from Award for Park Renovation

Young people, the elderly and families are set to benefit
from a renovation project for Grantown-on-Spey that will
provide a healthy ‘green space’ for them to play and 
relax in. 

The Dulaig Park Renovation Project has attracted an 
award of just over £19,600 from the Berry Burn
Community Benefit Fund. The park is currently not used
as much as it could be and needs a lot of work to make 
it more amenable for residents and tourists alike.

The award provides the support the project requires in
order to implement all of its plans.

Ingrid Artus, a director with the Grantown Initiative (a
community development company) has been responsible
for funding applications to the project: “The pandemic has
created a great sense of loneliness. We want to make the
park a proper green space where people can relax. People
in the community have become so passionate about it.
There have been numerous fundraising activities, from a
local ‘Virtual London Marathon’ (from the Cairngorm
Mountain to Grantown-on-Spey) to raffles and cake sales.”

The funding award will see Dulaig Park upgraded with
bespoke solutions for seating, access and enjoyment.
There are 220 children in the local primary and over 300
pupils in the secondary school who will be able to benefit.
There are also residents of a local home for the elderly
who will have a peaceful place to sit.

Ingrid explained: “The area is well served by the Grantown
Initiative but the Dulaig Park Project has needed its own
funding becausethe Park sits in an area that has been
recognised by the Scottish Government as having a poor
housing status. We rely heavily on tourism so the
pandemic has hit hard with some people being made
redundant. This makes the funding very welcome.

“When I received the email of confirmation from the Berry

Burn Community Fund, I had to sit down. We have been
awarded every penny that we asked for.”

The five year plan for the park will hopefully see the play
area of the park upgraded during 2021, whilst an area
which is friendly for those suffering from aspects of
dementia is expected in 2022.

Says Ingrid: “This kind of award buoys the community. 
It shows people that they can make a difference. It’s a
phenomenal amount of money. It provides a fabulous
opportunity for the Dulaig Park Renovation Group to fully
support the procurement that is vital to the play park.

“This will provide physical and mental relaxation in a green
space. We are wholeheartedly thankful to the Berry Burn
Community Benefit Fund and Statkraft for the award.” 

Notes:

Remove & dispose swing (barriers to be removed by others prior to arrival on site).

Excavations to be used for mounding.

New wetpour to overlay existing tiles & edging, cut & chase into existing grass & path edge.

Grass mat safety surfacing to butt up against wetpour edge for easy access between the
different surfaces.

Areas and dimensions shown are critical for compliance with European safety standards
En1176 & En1177, If in doubt ask!

Grass areas should be well established prior to grass mat safety surfacing being laid.

Dulaig Park
Dulaig Community Group

N

  
 

 

 

 

  

        
          

       
    

 

  

 

     
     

  

  

  

   

 

  

 

  

  

   

 

   

 

  

  

   

 

    

 

  

  

   

 

     

  

  

  

   

    

 

  

  

   

   

 

  

  

   

    

 

  

  

   

 

    

 

  

  

   

 

    

 

  

  

   

 

    

 

  

  

   

  

 

    

 

   

EQUIPMENT SAFETY �ONE

EQUIPMENT FREE SPACE �ONE

this zone may not overlap with
safety zone of other equipment

GRASS MAT SAFER SURFACING

tested in accordance with BS EN1177 & EN7188

1m x 1.5m, 22mm thick

supplied with turf reinforcement mesh

Grass areas should be well established prior to
grass mat safety surfacing being laid

EPDM WETPOUR SAFER SURFACING

50/50 black with green fleck

depths to suit equipment fall heights

overlay existing rubber tiles & edge

150mm depth Type 1 (min)

cut & chase into grass & existing path

LOW LE�EL GRASS MOUNDING

GOAL

EXISTING FENCE

EXISTING FENCE
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keep in Touch We would like to keep you informed. Sign up for project updates,  
ask questions and have your say:  www.berryburn-extension.co.uk or phone: 0800 772 0668

Maintaining and Upgrading  
Recreational Paths

Funding for School Uniform BanksNew business grants –  
North Coast Watersports

New and upgraded playgrounds

© Rawpixel.com - stock.adobe.com

Community Benefit Fund 

We are committed to setting up a 
Community Benefit Fund that delivers 
£5,000 per MW installed per year 
in line with Scottish Government 
recommendations. 

Shared Ownership

We are open to offering shared ownership 
on our projects, if there is local interest.  
We are keen to hear your views on enabling 
the community to have a financial share  
in the project.

We want to hear your views

Do you have thoughts and ideas about  
how our project could bring positive 
benefits to the local area?

Please share these by speaking to  
a member of the Team, write to us  
at Freepost Statkraft, or get in touch 
through the project website. 

Local Supply Chain

We want to work with local business groups 
to increase awareness of the opportunities 
during construction and operation of our 
projects. Visit our project website to find 
out how local businesses can register their 
interest to help deliver our project.



Your comments and feedback are important to us.

Thank you for visiting

We are continuing work on refining our 
proposal and studies for our comprehensive 
Environmental Impact Assessment Report  
to be submitted with a future application.

Before we submit our application, we’ll return 
to the community to share and discuss our 
final proposal.

Members of our team are often in the  
area and are available to discuss the  
project with members of the community 
– please contact us.

Andershaw Wind Farm, South Lanarkshire, 11 turbines, 140m tip height

www.ackron-windfarm.co.ukPlease return the freepost 
reply card provided.

Phone the project hotline: 
0800 772 0668

UKProjects@statkraft.com


