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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Overview

Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd (‘Arcus’) and Kane Partnership have prepared this Pre-
Application Consultation (‘PAC’) Report on behalf of Ackron Wind Farm Limited (‘the
Applicant’). The PAC Report accompanies a planning application (‘the Application’) for the
proposed Ackron Wind Farm (‘the Development’). The report includes consultation
measures undertaken by the Applicant and the feedback received and any resultant
modifications to the Development.

The Applicant recognises that it is very important to ensure that communities in the vicinity
of a development are afforded appropriate and meaningful opportunities to comment on
the proposals before they are finalised in accordance with regulations and good practice
guidance. A timeline of all consultation undertaken is provided in Appendix 1.

1.2 The Development

The Ackron Wind Farm is located approximately 18 kilometres (km) west of Thurso and 2
km south-east of Melvich in Sutherland, and is centred on National Grid Reference (NGR)
291200, 96215 as shown in Figure 1 below.

i ::,J Statkraft

O ARCUS

_.‘ [ Ste Bounitary

2
V|

L

The Development comprises of up to 12, three-bladed, horizontal axis turbines with a
maximum tip height of 149.9 metres (m) with a total generating capacity of up to, but not
exceeding 49.9 MW. The main components of the Development are as follows:

e Up to 12 three-bladed turbines with a maximum tip height of 149.9 m including
external transformers (if required);

e Associated foundations, blade laydown areas and crane hardstandings at each wind
turbine location;

Ackron Wind Farm Ltd Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd & Kane Partnership
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e Access tracks linking the turbine locations;
Substation compound incorporating electrical switchgear and wind farm control
elements;

e Temporary construction compound;
Network of underground cabling running adjacent to the access tracks where
possible;
A permanent anemometry mast (up to 92 m);

e Up to two borrow pits; and

¢ New site access off the A897.

The Development is shown in Figure 2 below.
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1.3 The Applicant

The Development is being proposed by Ackron Wind Farm Ltd, a subsidiary of Statkraft
Ltd. Statkraft are a global company in energy market operations. Statkraft are Europe’s
largest generator of renewable energy with 4,000 employees in 17 countries. The teams
combined experience have seen over 2 Gigawatts of onshore wind projects delivered across
the UK.

Statkraft is well experienced in the Scottish Highlands and currently operates Baillie Wind
Farm located to the west of Thurso which has been operational since 2013 with a total of
21 turbines. The Applicant is committed to setting up a Community Benefit Fund in each
of their project locations and over £500,000 is distributed annually to projects and initiatives
located near its operating wind farms. Example initiatives include education, energy
efficiency, facilities for community halls, and playground equipment.

The Development will contribute £5,000 per MW installed capacity to a Community Fund.
As detailed in Section 14.5.2.2, based on a 4 MW candidate turbine, this could result in an
annual value of £240,000 per annum. With a 30 year operational consent, this could provide

Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd & Kane Partnership Ackron Wind Farm Ltd
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1.4

£7.2 million in community benefit. Any increase in capacity (up to 49.9 MW) will be reflected
in a higher Community Benefit Fund.

Statkraft recognises the importance of the economic benefits to Scotland and the rest of
the UK from investing in onshore wind generation. It is expected that the Development
would further economic opportunities within the region and would contribute significant
income to support local services through business rates.

It is estimated that, during the construction phase, the Development will be worth
approximately £29.6 million to the UK economy. Of that approximately £22.7 million is
expected to be spent within Scotland (national) and approximately £7.6 million is expected
to be spent within the Highlands (regional).

Consultation Guidance and Legislation

The statutory requirement for a PAC is under The Town and Country Planning
(Development Management Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2008%, which entails that
the PAC report is to be submitted along with the planning application that is classed as a
‘major’ development under The Town and Country Planning (Hierarchy of Development)
(Scotland) Regulations 20092. Due to the megawatt (‘MW") capacity of the Development
being over 20 MW, the Development is classed as “major”, therefore, the PAC is required
to be undertaken.

This PAC Report outlines that the statutory requirements under The Town and Country
Planning (Scotland) Act 1997° (As Amended) have been complied with during the PAC
process. The report sets out the background and details of the pre-application public
exhibition process carried out by the Applicant in the preparation of the planning
application. Where possible, issues that were raised during the course of the consultation
by residents or stakeholders have been incorporated in the amended final plans as the
project has progressed.

It is the intention of this report to demonstrate that in respect of the Development, the
Applicant has complied fully with the provisions of Circular 3/2013 Development
Management Procedures and the Council’'s approach to community involvement. This
enables the local community and all those with an interest in the proposal a clear
opportunity to provide comment and feedback prior to submitting a planning application.

In response to COVID-19 pandemic the Scottish Government* has provided development
planning and engagement advice in May 2020 which is in force until 315t March 20215. The
document provides advice on consultation and engagement, whilst there is a ban on public
gatherings and there is need for public distancing. It is stated, that stakeholders should be
engaged digitally and the consultation engagement should involve information in user
friendly format on a free, publicly accessible web site. Also, the engagement should be
enhanced in a non-digital communication, which may include placing articles in newspapers
circulated locally expanding contact with community councils or letters to households in
areas where there are significant proposals for change. It should be made clear if there are
mechanisms for people to obtain copies of the engagement materials offline, as well as the
ability for them to submit comments by post.

! Town and Country Planning (2008) The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Scotland)
Regulations 2008 [Online]. Available at: http://www.leqgislation.gov.uk/ssi/2008/432/contents/made [Accessed 30/11/2020].
2 Town and Country Planning (2009). The Town and Country Planning (Hierarchy of Developments) (Scotland) Regulations
2009. [Online]. Available at: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/sdsi/2009/9780111001714/contents [Accessed 30/11/2020].

3 Town and Country Planning (2019). The Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997. [Online]. Available at:
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1997/8/contents [Accessed 30/11/2020].

4 Scottish Government (2020). Coronavirus (COVID-19): development planning consultation and engagement advice - May
2020 [Online]. Available at: https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-development-planning-consultation-and-
engagement-advice---may-2020/ (Accessed 30/11/2020)

5 Scottish Government (2020) The Town and Country Planning (Emergency Period and Extended Period) (Coronavirus)
(Scotland) Regulations 2020. Available at https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/254/made (Accessed 30/11/2020)
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The consultation has been carried out in accordance with Scottish Government advice
issued in May 2020 in response to the COVID-19 Emergency.

15

Report Structure

Following the introductory section, the remainder of this report comprises the following
Sections:

Section 1.0: Introduction

Section 2.0: Consultation Measures

Describes the various types of consultation undertaken for the proposed
Development;

Section 3.0: Public Exhibition June 2019

Describes the consultation process undertaken for the Public Exhibition in June 2019;

Section 4.0: Public Exhibition October-November 2020
Describes the consultation process undertaken for the Virtual Exhibition in October

2020;

Section 5.0: Responding to Feedback
Section 6.0: Conclusions
Describes how the consultation process has influenced the design of the proposed

Development.

2 CONSULTATION MEASURES

Table 2.1 provides an overview of the stages of consultation undertaken for the
Development.

Table 2.1 Pre-Application Consultation Procedures

Consultation
Activity

Details

Steps Undertaken by Ackron Wind Farm
Ltd

Pre-application
consultation
(Regulation 7)

Regulation 7 (2.17) states that:
“The prospective applicant must
consult every community council
any part of whose area is within
or adjoins the land on which the
proposed development is
situated.”

In accordance with Regulation 7 the following
Community Councils were consulted during
the pre-application stages of the
Development:

¢ Caithness West Community Council
¢ Melvich Community Council
o Strathy & Armadale Community Council

Public Event
(Regulation 7)

Regulation 7 (2.19) states: “The
prospective applicant is required
to hold at least one event for
members of the public where
they can make comments to the
perspective applicant on the
proposals.”

During the Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA) process Statkraft held two rounds of
Public Exhibitions in June 2019 and October-
November 2020 to allow the public to:

e View a draft design layout and make any
comments or provide information in relation
to the layout and the EIA; and

¢ View the turbine layout as informed by the
environmental survey works and provide
further comments.

Newspaper
Advertisement —
Public Event
(Regulation 7)

Regulation 7 (2.19) states:
“Notice of this ‘public event’
must be published at least 7
days in advance in a newspaper
circulating in the locality of the
proposed development.”

The Public Exhibitions were advertised in the
following newspapers:

Public Exhibition 1:

e Northern Times
¢ John O'Groat Journal
e Advertised 14 and 21 June 2019

Public Exhibition 2:

¢ Northern Times
¢ John O'Groat Journal
e Advertised 16 and 23 October 2020

Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd & Kane Partnership
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2.1

2.2

Pre-Application Meeting with the Highland Council

A pre-application meeting was held at the Highland Council offices in Inverness on
9 January 2019 to discuss the Development with consultees and the strategy for wind
development in the Highland Council. Key issues discussed at the meeting included:

e The main concerns of NatureScot® and the council consultees present was the
landscape and visual impacts on designated areas. NatureScot also mentioned the
impact of birds in the Special Protection Area and Wild Land Area;

e Scoping Report and baseline information to submit for the end of March 2019;

The commencement of peat surveys to follow standard peat guidelines was
recommended to aid scoping advise;

e Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) recommended limited infrastructure
nearby water crossings to see minimal water course crossings as possible;

e SEPA also states that all Groundwater Dependent Terrestrial Ecosystems (GWDTE) 7
must be avoided and that standard watercourse buffers (50 m from the top of a
bank) must be adhered to;

e The Landscape Officer highlighted the potential impact on the popular tourist route
(NC500) and the A836 at Ackron where development may affect the diverse
characters of the area. It was stated that the determination of Drum Hollistan
(subsequently refused and a new layout submitted) would be important for the future
of Ackron;

e The Transport Planner emphasised the importance of an extensive transport
assessment to be undertaken including a detailed Swept Path Analysis. Lastly, all
construction routes were advised to be considered due to the blade lengths;

e It was recommended to complete a Processing Agreement which identifies key
milestones in the planning application process and to set timescales for what needs to
be provided for the application and why;

e The Council stated the Drum Hollistan proposal will have a significant effect on how
the Development proceeds and because of the larger turbines being used, they will
need to be set back further from the road as the current plans go against previous
advice during the 2015 Scoping exercise;

e From the meeting the Highland Council requested the Viewpoints (VPs) wirelines,
National Vegetation Classification (NVC) and Phase 1 habitat survey data;

e SEPA requested NVC and Phase 1 data; and

e NatureScot requested VPs.

Feedback received was noted and taken into consideration during the progression of the
Development.

Pre-Application Written Response from the Highland Council

The Highland Council shared a report on 5 February 2019 following the pre-application
meeting. The report highlighted which policies, supplementary guidance and other
programmes it would expect Ackron Wind Farm to comply with.

The Council stated they are supportive of renewable energy development; however, the
Council must be satisfied that the Development will not result in significant impacts on the
considerations set out in the Development Plan.

Given the close proximity of the proposed turbines on the A836, the Council considered
that they may have a significant adverse visual and landscape impact. Both the Council and
NatureScot have concerns relating to the close proximity to the East Halladale Flows Wild
Land Area. The Site also contains areas of blanket bog listed as Class 1 and 2 peatland.

6 Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) rebranded in August 2020 as NatureScot. Where relevant reference is still made to SNH
within this chapter in respect of guidance which remains valid and is yet to be republished etc.

7 GWDTE are wetlands which critically depend on groundwater flows or chemistries.

Ackron Wind Farm Ltd Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd & Kane Partnership
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These are nationally important carbon-rich soils, deep peat, and priority peatland habitat
that are expected to be avoided.

The Site is within close proximity to two wind proposals both awaiting a decision from the
Scottish Ministers (i.e. referring to the subsequently refused Drum Hollistan and consented
Limekilns). Should both get approved then the Council would not be favourable to further
development in this area.

The Council states that unless issues regarding the natural heritage of the area and the
visual impact on the north coast are addressed, it is unlikely the Planning Authority would
be able to support this proposal. However, further information will be required to determine
the full impact of the proposal.

It is expected that the Development will engage with the local community and ensure the
community benefit directly from the use of local resources and are compensated for the
disruption and inconvenience associated with large scale development work.

Other impacts from the Development in their response include impacts on existing
woodland areas, where four turbines are proposed within younger woodland plantations to
the east. In addition, because of a potential noise impact, the Applicant will be required to
submit a noise assessment in accordance with ETSU-R-97 The Assessment and Rating of
Noise from Wind Farms and the associated Good Practise Guide published by the Institute
of Acoustics.

2.3  Scoping

A Scoping Report (19/01709/SCOP) was submitted to the Highland Council (THC) in April
2019 (hereafter referred to as the April 2019 Scoping Report) for the construction and
operation of Ackron Wind Farm. A Scoping Opinion was requested under the Town and
Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 and
issued on 6th June 2019.

On 1 May 2019, letters were sent to Caithness West, Melvich and Strathy & Armadale
Community Councils informing them of the recent scoping submission to THC and
Statkraft's commitment to early community engagement. This letter can be found in
APPENDIX 2.

Letters were sent the following day to residents also informing them of the recent scoping
submission to THC and Statkraft’s commitment to early community engagement. This letter
can be found in APPENDIX 3.

In October 2019, an Updated EIA Scoping Report (19/04756/SCOP) was prepared and
submitted to the Highland Council to accompany a formal request for a scoping opinion for
an Updated Site Boundary which extended further to the south. This should be used in
conjunction with the April 2019 Scoping Report. A copy of the EIA Scoping Reports were
issued to the following consultees:

The Highland Council

Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA)
NatureScot

Historic Environment Scotland
Melvich Community Council

Atkins

Caithness West Community Council
Civil Aviation Authority — Airspace
Crown Estate Scotland

BT

Defence Infrastructure Organisations
Fisheries Management Scotland

Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd & Kane Partnership Ackron Wind Farm Ltd
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2.4

2.5

2.6

Scottish Forestry

Highlands and Islands Airports

John Muir Trust

Marine Scotland

Mountaineering Scotland

Northern District Salmon Fisheries Board
NATS Safeguarding

Ofcom

RSPB Scotland

Scottish Rights of Way and Access Society
Scottish Water

Scottish Wild Land Group

Scottish Wildlife Trust

Transport Scotland

Visit Scotland

Consultation responses received as part of the Scoping process have been considered in
the EIA. The issues raised and how these responses have been dealt with are reported in
the relevant EIA Report chapters.

Proposal of Application Notice

A Proposal of Application Notice (PAN) was submitted to the Council and was accepted on
13 March 2020 (Planning Reference: 20/01286/PAN). The PAN was in accordance with the
provisions of the Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure
(Scotland) Regulations 20138 and S35B of the Planning Act. The PAN response provided
that a period of at least 12 weeks must elapse between giving the notice and submitting a
planning application. On that basis, a planning application cannot be made until 5 June
2020 at the earliest subject to compliance with PAC procedures, as laid out in the
aforementioned legislation.

Public Exhibitions

In June 2019, a Public Exhibition was held in Melvich on the 26 June 2019 to establish a
dialogue with the local community regarding the Development.

A second Public Exhibition was scheduled to take place in April 2020; however, it was
cancelled due to the current COVID-19 pandemic. A Virtual Exhibition was conducted
between 20 October — 10 November 2020 which included ‘live Q&A’ sessions.

Further information on both Exhibitions is presented in Section 3 and Section 4 of this
report.
Website

Statkraft established a project website for the presentation of information and as a
mechanism whereby all interested parties can be kept up to date with developments.

Visitors are able to view details about the Development and contact the project team for
further information via the website. There is also a feedback form which can be completed
that allows comments on the proposal.

The website is available at: www.ackron-windfarm.co.uk.

Results of Website activity from 12 June 2019 — 30 November 2020 (Appendix 4) include:

e Over 1,400 visits recorded:;

8 Town and Country Planning (2013) Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure (Scotland) Regulations
2013 [Online]. Available at: http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2013/155/contents/made [Accessed 30/11/2020].
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48% of visitors viewed multiple pages;

286 documents downloaded;

143 views of photo gallery; and

93 views of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs).

3 PUBLIC EXHIBITION JUNE 2019

3.1 Background

The first Exhibition was held at Melvich Community Hall, on 26 June 2019 as detailed in
Table 3.1. This location was chosen because of the proximity of the hall to the Development
site and as an accessible and central location relative to the communities being consulted.
The event was open from the afternoon to the evening to maximise opportunities for people

to attend.

Table 3.1: June 2019 Public Exhibition
Venue Day Date Time
Melvich Community Hall, Wednesday 26 June 2019 2pm — 8pm
Melvich, KW14 7YL

3.2 Notification Letter

In keeping with the spirit of regulation 7 of the Town and Country Planning (Development
Management Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2008, the Public Exhibition was advertised
in several ways to ensure as many local residents as possible were made aware of the
Development event.

A letter was issued to the Melvich, Caithness West, Strathy & Armadale Community
Councils, local Councillors, MPs and MSPs on 11 June 2019 inviting them to visit the Public
Exhibition on 26 June 2019. A Copy of this letter is presented in APPENDIX 5.

3.3 Introduction Letter from Richard Mardon
(CEO of Airvolution, now called Statkraft)

Letters were sent on 13 June 2019 to Fergus Ewing MSP, Gail Ross MSP and Jamie Stone
MP requesting a meeting to discuss the development, broadband, community ownership
and Community Benefit Fund. Copies of the letters can be found in APPENDIX 6.

3.4 News Release on Public Exhibition

A news release was sent to local media to further promote the public exhibition. A copy of
the news release and coverage can be found in APPENDIX 7.

3.5 Newspaper Adverts

Public notices were places in the Northern Times and the John O’Groat Journal. The public
notices set out the purpose of the public events and provided details of the event.

The notices were provided more than 7 days prior to the event with the notice public in
both the Northern Times and John O'Groat on Friday 14th and 21st June 2019. Copies of
these notices are contained in the document as APPENDIX 8.

3.6 Leaflets

In advance of the Exhibition, leaflets were distributed to approximately 650 dwellings within
a 13 km radius of the Site which covered the settlements of Portskerra, Melvich and Reay.
The leaflets set out the purpose of the public events, provided details of the event, and
gave contact details for further information. A freepost reply card was also provided for
comments to be returned to the Applicant. The aim of the reply cards was to provide an

Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd & Kane Partnership Ackron Wind Farm Ltd
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3.7

3.8

3.9

3.10

3.11

3.12

opportunity to better understand the views of local residents with regards to climate
change, wind energy and the Development proposal. An email address was provided where
Statkraft can be contacted about the Development by emailing info@airvolutionenergy.com
(which was subsequently updated to ukprojects@statkraft.com). A copy of the leaflet and
reply card are provided in APPENDIX 9.

Posters

Posters advertising the PE were delivered to 15 commercial properties within a 13 km radius
which contained details of the Public Exhibition. A copy of the poster can be seen in
APPENDIX 10.

Exhibition

The exhibition boards on display at the Public Exhibition are provided as APPENDIX 11.
The information presented included plans for the Development, an outline of the planning
process including details about an environmental impact assessment, and information
about community and local economic benefits. Interactive mapping software provided
visitors with an opportunity to see how the Development would look from a variety of
locations.

Exhibition Brochures

Brochures were available at the Public Exhibition and are provided within APPENDIX 12.
The information included plans for the Development, details regarding the landscape, and
local benefits such as access to a reliable and fast broadband connection.

Consultation Feedback

Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) paragraph 6 states that opportunities should exist for
everyone to engage in the development decisions that may affect them. Engagement
should be early, meaningful, and proportionate. All expressions of support or concern
should be taken into account in development proposals.

More than 40 residents and other interested parties attended the Public Exhibition at
Melvich Community Hall.

Most attendees were able to find out the information they required through attendance at
the event, however all those who had asked for more information at the events or via post
or email received a response, within the limits of data protection principles.

All topics and questions raised through the consultation have been addressed in the EIA
Report for the Development. For example, many of the viewpoint comments were
addressed at the time using an interactive map which provided the public with a computer-
generated graphic depicting how the Development would look from various viewpoints.

A follow up letter, addressed to Melvich Community Council, updated the Chair, Tina
Wrighton, on Exhibition attendance, issues raised and enclosed copies of the Exhibition
brochure. See APPENDIX 13 for a copy of the letter.

Post Exhibition News Release

A further news release issued to local media, expressed encouragement at the positive
local response to the project. See APPENDIX 14 for a copy of the news release and media
coverage.

Wireless Broadband Feasibility Study

Exploring the potential to use any Ackron Wind Farm technology to provide local residents
and businesses with a superfast broadband hub, a Highland supplier was commissioned to

Ackron Wind Farm Ltd Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd & Kane Partnership
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4.1

4.2

4.3

provide a wireless broadband feasibility study. This was then shared with the community
and other key stakeholders, and a Community Broadband Liaison Group established.
Statkraft hosted a special presentation on 18th March 2020 to present the details to further
stakeholders in the community. Further details are provided in APPENDIX 15.

PUBLIC EXHIBITION 20 OCTOBER — 10 NOVEMBER 2020

Background

Due to unprecedented restrictions in place due to the COVID-19 pandemic, a revised
consultation approach was put in place, guided by the Chief Planner’s letter dated 3 April
2020, The Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 2020 (which came into force on 07 April 2020) and
Wrightson Town & Country Planning (Miscellaneous Temporary Modifications)
(Coronavirus) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 and their specific provisions on pre-application
engagement.

The Public Exhibition scheduled for 22 April 2020 could not go ahead as planned. However,
a Public Virtual Exhibition® was hosted between 20 October — 10 November 2020 in order
to allow people the opportunity to comment on a revised project layout.

Statkraft used the same methods to advertise the Virtual Exhibition as the previous event
held in June 2019, but also increased digital advertising to reflect the increase in online
activity.

Table 3.2 Virtual Exhibition 20 October — 10 November 2020

www.ackron-windfarm.com 20 October — 10 November 2020 Q&A Times
Q&A Dates
Live Q&A session: 4 November 2020 1lam — 1pm
5pm — 7pm
Live Q&A session: 10 November 2020 1lam — 1pm
5pm - 7pm

Notification Letter

A letter was first issued to the Melvich, Caithness West and Strathy & Armadale Community
Councils and Ward Councillors of The Highland Council on 20 October 2020 advising them
of the Virtual Exhibition.

Letters were also sent to elected representatives notifying them of the virtual exhibition —
see APPENDIX 16.

Letters were also sent to Community Councils notifying them of the virtual exhibition — see
APPENDIX 17.
Newspaper and Social Media Adverts

Public notices were placed in the Northern Times and the John O‘Groat Journal on 16
October 2020 and 23 October 2020 to advise of the Virtual Exhibition.

To increase awareness of the event, a Facebook ad was also used to promote the Virtual
Exhibition, between 28 October to 10 November 2020. The advertisement was targeted at
users within 18 km of the site, and received 28,422 impressions, resulting in 245 clicks on
the link, with 11 shares across Facebook.

Copies of the newspaper adverts can be found in APPENDIX 18.

9 The Scottish Government (2020) Online Public Exhibition established in accordance with COVID-19 Scottish
Government advice and regulations [Online] Available online at: https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronaviruscovid-
19-planning-guidance-on-pre-application-consultations-for-public-events/ (Accessed 30/11/2020)

Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd & Kane Partnership Ackron Wind Farm Ltd
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4.7

Screenshots of the Facebook advertising are provided in APPENDIX 19.

Leaflets

In advance of the Virtual Exhibition, leaflets were distributed to 600 households and 28
business addresses closest to the Site which covered all residences within the Melvich
Community Council area such as Portskerra, Melvich and Forsinain, as well as further afield
to areas such as Reay. The leaflets set out the purpose of the public events, provided
details of how to visit the Virtual Exhibition, and gave contact details for further information.

A freepost reply card was also provided for comments to be returned to the Applicant. The
aim of the reply cards was to provide an opportunity for local residents who weren't able
to engage online to ask questions and make comment. A copy of the leaflet is provided in
APPENDIX 20.

News release

A news release was sent to local media to further promote the virtual exhibition. A copy of
the news release and coverage can be found in APPENDIX 21.

Verbal Communication

A project hotline continues to be available for residents to speak to a member of the project
team: 0800 772 0668 (Monday to Fridays, 9am to 5pm).

For any online meetings held to discuss the project, an option is always provided for those
to dial-in via a mobile or landline.

Digital First Approach

A separate website was set up to host the Virtual Exhibition, which could be accessed any
time over a three week period, via a link from the Ackron project website. The Virtual
Exhibition included (see APPENDIX 22):

e Exhibition boards: This is the project information usually presented at village hall
exhibitions;

e Pre-recorded videos: To introduce the project team and addressing key aspects of the
project;

e Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ's): To help address the key questions visitors may
have when visiting the consultation website for the first time. This section was
frequently updated to include responses to new queries raised by attendees;

e Predicted Viewpoints: A ‘slider tool allowed visitors to easily compare and contrast
the current landscape with a photomontage of the predicted view from four key
viewpoints within Melvich, Portskerra, Reay and Strath Halladale.

e Live Q&A sessions: Residents were provided with four separate opportunities to join a
live, online Q&A with the project team throughout the exhibition period;

e Request an appointment: A ‘call-back’ function on the website provided the
opportunity to request a one-to-one conversation with the Project Manager; and

e Online feedback forms: To leave feedback and comments or to ask the Project Team
questions.

Over the duration of the Virtual Exhibition period, 383 visits were recorded. 174 of those
visited multiple pages, with 69 visitors downloading 106 documents (APPENDIX 23).

Topics and questions raised through the consultation have been addressed in the EIA
Report for the proposed Development.

The information displayed on the Virtual Exhibition remains available to view on the project
website, which is continually being updated with the latest project information.

Ackron Wind Farm Ltd Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd & Kane Partnership
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5 RESPONDING TO FEEDBACK
5.1 Key Issues Raised during Consultation
The public consultation and engagement programme for this project has been ongoing for
nearly two years. It has coped with the restrictions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and
used online solutions to ensure the community has been kept informed. People in the
community have also been provided with several opportunities to give feedback in a variety
of ways.
Local residents and elected representatives have provided feedback on a variety of project
related issues, as well as providing their suggestions for the community benefit fund
associated with the project, as well as feedback on suggestions for the project to deliver
shared ownership and broadband benefits. The range of ideas and feedback provided has
been recorded and will be taken into account at the appropriate time.
We do need to generate more electricity from renewable sources but we
need to use it instead of just wasting enerqy or turbines turned off.
Caithness already generates more power via wind farms than
the population here requires. If our landscape is to be blighted by
further wind farms then we should see substantial cuts in our electricity bills.
Would be nice to see a footpath for the public to use, maybe a bike trail.
I'm not too keen on community funds that benefit the few, but would welcome
help with house insulation or home heating if that was available to all.
This site is in a beautiful part of Scotland, right on the NC500.
The appearance of these turbines would be most detrimental to the scenery
as their presence would be very much in the face of tourists and locals.
Local businesses to be included in tendering for some parts
of the construction - not just huge companies from urban areas.
Very much in favour of shared ownership.
5.2 Responding to Issues Raised
The Development has evolved with the number of turbines, placement and distance from
the coast all changing. In particular, Melvich Community Council has engaged with
Statkraft towards the later stages of the development to outline their primary concern of
construction transport. Statkraft operates with the ethos of being a good neighbour and
has been able to respond positively to the concerns of the Community Council wishes. The
design of the wind farm, the number of turbines, the siting of the turbines, and the
transport route have all been altered as part of this consultation process.
Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd & Kane Partnership Ackron Wind Farm Ltd
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The key design changes in response to the feedback received were as follows:

Issue: Project too close to coastline, causing visual impact

Response: The design has sought to increase the separation of the Development from
the coastal landscapes and main coastal route (A836) with the closest turbine located
approximately 2.4 km from the coast and 1 km from the A836. Two access options from
the A836 and AB97 were examined, with the A897 option selected as it did not require an
access junction off the A836 and minimised visibility of the access track along the A836.
Additionally, the design has sought to create a balanced, cohesive layout from nearby
coastal communities of Melvich, Portskerra, and Reay.

Issue: Number of turbines and visual impact

Response: Through the design process, the turbines were reduced from up to 15 to up
to 12 turbines in order to create a balanced, cohesive layout where turbines would be
visible.

Issue: Impact on the AB97 during construction phase

Response: Working with Melvich Community Council, Statkraft made a unique
commitment in response to this issue. The company discussed the transport route in a
presentation meeting on the 15th October 2020 (APPENDIX 24) and stipulate in its
planning application that HGVs, cars and vans (connected to construction of the Ackron
Wind Farm, if consented) would not be permitted to travel on the A897. Further, Statkraft
committed to this stipulation being captured in its contracts with contractors, giving Melvich
Community Council satisfaction that the company had listened to its concerns and acted
on a verifiable solution. Statkraft also delivered a commitment letter to Melvich Community
Council, confirming these details — in the process, providing the community with a ‘triple
lock” on the transport solution: letter of commitment; inclusion in planning application;
and stipulation included in relevant construction contracts. See letter of commitment in
APPENDIX 25.

6 CONCLUSIONS
The key design objectives for the Development were as follows:

e Siting of turbines away from the coast and from the A836;

e Limit proximity and visibility from sensitive receptors, including nearby properties and
landscape designations;

e Limit impacts on priority peatland and carbon area;

e Respect other environment constraints; and

e Create a scheme which maximises the potential of the Site to generate renewable
energy.

Initial capacity of the Site was estimated to be up to 15 turbines; however, as part of the
design process which considers extensive environmental surveys, consultation, and
feedback received at the Public Exhibitions, a final Development layout of up to 12 turbines
is proposed.

Concerns and questions raised by members of the public at the Public Exhibitions and
throughout the development process have been addressed through the assessments
presented in the EIA Report.

Ackron Wind Farm Ltd Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd & Kane Partnership
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6.1 Publication of the EIA Report

It is the intention of the Applicant to submit an EIA Report along with the application for
consent. The Development will constitute a Schedule 2 Development as per the Town and
Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017° (The
EIA Regulations).

In addition to the formal notification of the planning application there has been:

e A maintained and dedicated website (www.ackron-windfarm.co.uk) to receive
comments relating to the proposed Development; and

e Ongoing contact through email, telephone conversation and meetings, with local
residents.

10 Town and Country Planning (2017) Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations
2017 [Online] Available at: http://www.leqgislation.gov.uk/ssi/2017/102/pdfs/ssi_20170102_en.pdf (Accessed 26/06/2020)
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Appendix 1: Consultation Timeline

Introduction letter to elected representatives explaining submission of scoping to Highland
1.5.19 ; . . . -
Council, seeking early engagement with Community Councils
1.5.19 Meeting with Drew Hendry MP, SNP Shadow Spokesperson for Business Energy & Industrial
" Strategy
b 5.19 Introduction letter to residents explaining submission of scoping doc to Highland Council and early
e engagement with Community Councils
Letters (and email copy) sent to Highland Council elected representatives advising them of the notice
11.6.19 . - o2 . -
going to residents about the Exhibition, and offering a preview
13.6.19 Letters to Gail Ross MSP, Fergus Ewing MSP and Jamie Stone MP to request introductory meeting
14.6.19 News release DEVELOPER TO HOST ACKRON WIND FARM PUBLIC EXHIBITION and media coverage
14.6.19 Public notices in John O’'GroatJournal and Northern Times advertising exhibition
11.6.19 Residents invite, including reply-paid postcards sent to 650 households
11.6.19 Posters sent out to 15 businesses advertising Public Exhibition
11.6.19 Letters to Melvich, Caithness West, and Strathy & Armadale Community Councils
12.6.19 Launch of project website www.ackron-windfarm.co.uk
21.6.19 Public notices in John O’'GroatJournal and Northern Times advertising exhibition
21.6.19 Follow up calls to Highland Council elected representatives to invite to Public Exhibition
21.6.19 Follow up calls to local MSP’s to request meeting
Public Exhibition at Melvich Village Hall. Materials included:
8 Exhibition banners
Printed exhibition brochure to take home
26.6.19 High-res visuals and viewpoints on interactive screens
Information brochures on shared ownership
Feedback forms
b7 6.19 Project team visited Forsinard Visitor Centre to provide exhibition information and offer further
o nformation
5.7.19 News release POSITIVE FEEDBACK FROM WIND FARM PUBLIC EXHIBITION
8.7.19 Ackron Wireless Broadband Feasibility Study Produced
10.7.19 Letter to Melvich CC chair with exhibition follow up
3.9.19 Meetings with residents who had expressed interest in receiving further information
1.11.19 Melvich Community Council invited to Broadband presentation and other elected representatives and
T nterested parties
18.11.19 Project team met several residents to provide an update on the project and hear feedback
Email to Melvich Community Council responding to queries on proposed transport route for
10.12.19 . ) . .
construction traffic, and community funding
Email to Melvich Community Council — seeking feedback on further information and requesting a
17.1.20 - .
meeting with the new elected members
14.2.20 Email to Melvich Community Council — update for members at the February meeting, requesting
- presence at next meeting
Email to Melvich Community Council - confirming attendance at 18 March meeting (postponed due
5.3.20 .
to COVID-19 restrictions)
Ackron Wind Farm Ltd Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd & Kane Partnership
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Email to Melvich Community Council — invitation for members to attend presentation on potential
10.3.20 :
from broadband from wind farms
18.3.20 Presentation to Community Leaders — “Potential of Broadband from Wind Farms”
18.3.20 Email to Melvich Community Council — providing copy of presentation on broadband
3.4.20 Email to Melvich Community Council — requesting a virtual meeting with the Committee to provide an
" update and meet new elected members
15.5.20 Meeting with sitting Chairperson of Melvich Community Council
6.7.20 Meeting with Melvich Community Council and new Chairperson
15.10.20 [Meeting with Melvich Community Council with a focus on construction transport
16.10.20  |Public notices in John O’Groat Journal and Northern Times advertising exhibition
b0.10.20 Direct mail to over 600 households and businesses. Includes a freepost envelope and freephone
T number as an alternative to going online
20.10.20 [Letter notifying elected representatives of online exhibition
20.10.20 |News release on virtual exhibition and media coverage
Ackron Virtual Exhibition goes live and runs till 10th November. Materials on display include:
Live Q&A chats on 4th and 10th November, 4 hours each day
Interactive images showing proposal from various viewpoints
20.10.20 |Video presentations from project team
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Submit feedback or ask a question
Project brochure
23.10.20  [Public notices in John O'Groat Journal and Northern Times advertising exhibition
23.10.20 [Letter notifying Community Councils of online exhibition
28.10.20 [Sponsored Facebook post to target those living within 18km of the site
18.11.20 ([Transport update discussion with Melvich Community Council Chairperson
19.11.20 |Meeting with Highland Council Transport Planners
30.11.20 |Letter of Transport Commitment to Melvich Community Council
Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd & Kane Partnership Ackron Wind Farm Ltd
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Appendix 2: 1 May 2019 Letter re. scoping submission to THC and early community
engagement sent to Caithness West, Melvich, and Strathy & Armadale Community

Councils
Izt May 2619
George Carson
Caithnesz West Community Council — Chair
14'The Crescent
Glenzolly
Thurso
EWid TXL
By email chair@ezithnesswestcr.co.uk
Ackron Wind Farm proposal

Diear Mr Carson.
I'am writing to inform vou that Aireplution Clean Energy Lid iz in the early stages of evaluating the
possibility of developing a wind farm of wp to 14 turbines on land located to the northeast of
Aclion Farm approximateh- 2 kan southeast of §eliich: A small area 'of the proposal lies on the far
western edze of Caithness West Commumty Comncil’s boundary:
We are a leading independent wind farm developer with a proven track record in the UK. Over the
past seven years our team has developed and built 11 onshore wind projects and in 2017 we entered
2 joint development parinership with Stathraft UK to identify; scquire, develop and construct over
300 MW of wind projects m the T
We have recently submiited a Scoping Report to Highland Couneil, requesting an opinion on the
propozad 2cope of works for the Environmental Impact Assasament {(ETA).
We will be starting some earlv engagement with the commmimity before the summer halidavs to talk
more about our proposal and to hear the thoughts of all those interested. We are zlso writing to
Mehach Community Council (within whose boundary the majonty of the proposed zite lies) and
neighbounne Strathy and Armadale Compnmnty Couneil to the west, to imform them of the
proposal and we will enzure that there are opportunities for local rezidents, commumify groups and
other stakeholders to have their 23y throughout the development of the project.
If vou would hike to recerve any additional information at this early stage, please do not hesttate to
comtact me
Yours smcerely

TR

ALY ;[n::f L
1
Lloyd Godwin
Sentor Development Manager
Ackron Wind Farm Ltd Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd & Kane Partnership
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st Wiay 203158

Tina Wrighton

ftelvigh Cornmaunity Cowncl — Chair
Berrigos

1% PopshemE

mstvich

KN'ES TYL

BCKRON WIND FARM PROPOSAL
Dear Juis Wighton,

L am writing toinform you that girejution Ciean Energy Lid i inthe early sages of evaluating the
spprosimately 2 km southeast of highidh. The majority of the proposed sis fies to the EEE-E'I"I‘I-;EJE_E of
Wiehvich Community Coundil's boundary.

\We are 3 fe=ding independent wind farm developsr with 2 proven track record inthe UK. Over the past
ESEWEN years o team has developad and built 11 onshore wind projects and in 2007 we entered = jont
development pernersnip with SiatkrEft Ukt dentiy, acqwire, sevelop and construct aver 300 MW of
wind projects in the UK.

Wiz Figve recently subrmitted a Scoping Report to Highland Souncl, regliesting &n opimaon on the propased
scopeof works for the Environmenss! Impsct Assessment (ELA]

WWe wil| be starting some earty sngagement with the community befiore the summer holidays to talk more
shout our propass! and to-hear the thouzhts of 2l thoss interested. We are also writing to Caithness 'West
Community Coundl {on whaose western boundary 2 smal area of the proposal Fes) and geighbouring
Strethy and Armadale Communty Councd oo the west, o inioem them of the progosal and we will ensure
that there zre opportunities for locl residents, community srowps 2nd other stekeholders 1o hawe their =y
throughout the develooment of the project.

if you wiowd fike to repsive any additional informstion at this early sizgs, please do not hesiste D comtsct
iTiEL

¥ours sincerely
L) (i
I

Llgpo Godwin

semior Developrnent hianagsr

Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd & Kane Partnership Ackron Wind Farm Ltd
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17 Mgy 2012

Calhmm Macleod

Strathy. and Armadale Compmmity Couneil — Charr
93 Strathy Pomt

Strathy

Thmze
EWid TRY
By Emad : strathvarmadale co@ematl com

Ackron Wind Farm proposal
Diear Wi Macleod,

1 am writing to inform vou that Aimrohition Clean Energy Lid i= in the early stages of evaluating the
possthility of developing a wmd farm of up to 14 turbines on land located to the northeast of
Ackron Farm, approsimately T ko southeast of Ylehach The manority of the propozed site lies fo
the sastern edes of Mehnch Cormmumty Council’s boimdary, bat we are wrniiine o von asz
paizhhoumnez Copmmumity Cowmcd 3= 3 courtesy:

We are z lsadime mmdependent wind farm developer with 2 proven rack record m the UK. Ohrer the
past seven vears our team has developed and bl 11 onsheore wind projectz and m 2017 we enterad
a yount developrent partnershep with Statbaeft UK to idenbhfy, acowre, develop and constmact over
300 WON of wind projects in the UK

We have recently zubnuttad 2 Scopme Feport to Hizhland Cowmetl, requestmes an opmion on the
proposed scope of works for the Envronmental Inepact Axzssamgent (EI1A)

We vall be starting some sarly enzzrement with the commmputy befors the summer holidays to =ik
mere about our proposzl and fo hear the thoushts of all those mterested We a1 also writing to
Aabach Community Council and Carthres: West Comprumty Counctl (on whoze westem
boundare 2 small arez of the proposzal liss) to mform them of the proposzal and we will ensure that
there are opporhunsties for local residents, commmmty groups and other stzkeholdars to have ther
sav throtushout the development of the project

If you would ke 1o recarve zmy additionzl imformation at thas early stage, pleaze do not hesrtate to
contact ma

Yours smceraly

Llovd Godvnm
Bermor Development hiznazer

Ackron Wind Farm Ltd Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd & Kane Partnership
December 2020 Page 21



"‘-_-9 Statkraft PAC Report

Ackron Wind Farm

This Page Intentionally Left Blank

Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd & Kane Partnership Ackron Wind Farm Ltd
Page 22 December 2020



PAC Report é Statkraft

Ackron Wind Farm

Appendix 3: First Letter to Residents Re Scoping Submission to THC And Early
Community Engagement Sent On 2 May 2019
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Appendix 4: Website Analytics June 2019 — November 2020

Project Report

13-Jung 2018 - 20 November 2020

Statkraft UK Projects
Ackron Wind Farm

s ha" BANG THE TRRLE
=3~ engogementHa

Visitors Summary Highlights
= 14k | 57
8
& [ |8
B\ ] ffens J fiomey fuwe
— Pagovews . Vishors 5 445 | 938
Aware Participants 938
Aware Actions Performed Participants
Visited a Project or Tool Page 938
Informed Participants 445
Informed Actions Performed Participants
Viewed a video 10
Viewed a photo 122
Downloaded a document 168
Visited the Key Dates page 4
Visited an FAQ list Page 78
Visited Instagram Page 0
Visited Multiple Project Pages 294
Contributed to a tool (engaged) 5
Ackron Wind Farm Ltd Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd & Kane Partnership
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Appendix 5: Letters Sent to The Following Elected Representatives Inviting Them to
Public Exhibition and Copy of Residents Invite:

1. George Carson, Caithness West Community Council — Chair

Tina Wrighton, Melvich Community Council — Chair

Callum Macleod, Strathy and Armadale Community Council — Chair
Councillor Kirsteen Currie

Councillor Donnie Mackay

Councillor Struan Mackie

Councillor Hugh Morrison

Councillor Linda Munro

© ® N ok~ DN

Councillor Matthew Reiss
10. Councillor Karl Rosie

11. Gail Ross MSP

12. Jamie Stone MP

Ackron Wind Farm Ltd Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd & Kane Partnership
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Appendix 6: Letters of Introduction from Richard Mardon (CEO Of Airvolution, Now

Called Statkraft) To Fergus Ewing MSP, Gail Ross MSP And Jamie Stone MP,
Requesting Meeting to Discuss Further Details of The Development

e ——— S
—_—
13" une 2019 -
Fergus Euing MSP s

112 Church Stneet
tnvemness Highland
vl 1Ep

By errail: Fermes. Banng mspifoeriament. soot

Desir bir Ewing

F am writing to you in my capacity of CEQ of Alrsalstion Clean Erergy. 'We develop wind farm
projects on beha® of Statiraft. the biprest renewable enensy compary in Burope. Together we
have made 3 commitment to growing our business in Scotland.

‘We are currently looking to develop wind farm projects in the Hiphlands and have recentiy met
with Paul Wheelhouse KISP and Drew Hendry MP. We have 2 nomber of what we hope are
intenesting ideas on broadband, shared ownerzhip and community benefit fund legacy which we
would B to shaire with you.

Ta that end,. we would very musch welcome an opportunity to meet with you in the constitue ncy
ar =t Hobyrood and provide you with further detads of owr plans.

I thark you for your time and hope that we can meet 2t your earliest possible comvenience.

Yours sincerely,

il

_—
Richard Mardon
ChinEE -
b Lad ) A
el T I e i L5
AT U | e i L
1 iyt Pt Surest
s
EiwTha s DEan Gt Umded Reprered o Togeead! £ Aiwies DRI EL o B0 e S e ddmaiee, Dapling 118 T G S
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S ﬂ
Gail Ross BM5P

106 High Street
Invenzondan
IV1ig oDR

By email: Gail. Boss.mmpi® pariament. oot

—_ |

Dezr Mz Ross,

I am writing bo you in my capacity of CED of Ainsolution Clean Ensrey. We develop wind farm

projects on beha¥ of Satoaft, the bipmest renewable enengy company i Europe Together e
havwe made 3 oommrtmeEnt to Erowing our business in Sootiand

'We are cirrently looking to devedop wand farm grojects in the Highiands and one in perticularis in
your constinsency, Zkm south east of Mehich. We have recenthy met with Paul Wheelhouse M52
and Drew Herdry MP a5 part of our wider plan to énvest more in Scotiand. We have 2 number of
what we hope are interesting ideas on broadhand, thared ownership and community bereft furd
leg=ioy which we would like o share with youw.

To that end, we woold wery msch welrome an opportunity to mest with you in the constituenoy
or =t Holyrood and provice you with Rurther details.of our plans.

I thank you for your time 2nd hope that we can meet 2t wour earhes possible comsensnce.

Yours sircerely,
Bichard Mardon
Chaef Evecutive
bed i i i el
[T P TR o
Pl LB (i | sl ) Low i
1 T ERgact Suesr
fr b
= vl o b Frigiarar b b ol @ S e Drar, Coaban. Daglianat cdeidi T [+35
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13% june 20149

Jamde Stome MP
Hillwims

Moot Strest

Tain

Ross Shine, W19 148R

By email: s store mg@pgriigment gk

Dear Mir Stone.

I am writing te you in my capacity of CEO of Airvolution CGean Energy. We develog wind farm
projects on beha® of Statkraft, the biggest renewable eneqzy company in Europe. Together we
have made 3 commitrnent to growine our business in Scotiand

‘Wi are currenthy looking 1o develop wind farm progects m the Hignlangs ano one inparoalar s m
your constitency., £km south east of Mefvich. We have recently met with Paul Wheeslhousa WMSP
and Drew Hendry MP 25 part of our wider plan to inwvest mone in Scotland. We hawe 3 number of
what we hope are interesting ideas on broadband, thared ownership and community berefit fund
lezacy which we would like 52 share with you.

To that enc; we would very much welcome an opportunity to mees with you in the constiuency
or =t Flolyrood and provide you with further detsils of gur plans.

| thamk you fior your time and hope that we can mest at your esrhest possible convensenoe.

Yours sincensly,

biaces

Richard Mardon
Chief Enecutive
bk i B L AR
ST Lo F et g Lioed
1 T Rt Sl
BF i e e AT g il 0 Dot R Yo bl S ey e, ke, Boagieea W LD B fai
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Appendix 7: News Release — Developer to Host Ackron Wind Farm Public Exhibition

PRESS RELEASE

Embargoed: 00.01 Friday 14 June 2019

DEVELOPER TO HOST ACKRON WIND FARN PUBLIC EXHIBITION

Buraalution Clean Enengy, whn develop wind farm projects on behalt of Statkrat, the largest renewabie
gy generatie in Euroae, wil be halding 4 public exhiiton t Wk Villse Hall en Wernesty, e

26t
St i ileaf thein A0 ind Farm, Bacatert Zkin sputheast of Behich
Mo plarstiing i Fas Baers made, Shic j4 eary-14sgs ergagement i introd sampany and thise

interrst i the site,

Binlutin, will sxpiain their ideas nround shared awnershin, lenl canstruction snt the hind legacy that
ol see £245 000 gach year being avaitatle to the community. alter construction.

alsn befieve there | their progct to Bring i - Ares

Seniar Devéloamment Manager far the Sk Project, Uovd Godwin, Said: “Thiz publes sxhiitian i an
apportunity for Sinalution 1o exslain the details of the dekoyg Wind Farm project to thise attending sod,
it e importantly, e Fiear the views nd thaigfits of b and elackid

W hiape o des s mury resi it irtterested pan e at 1 exbilbitin.

Public exdibition: Wedmesgay Bath fune, Zom - Spen, by Village Hall. Al welcome o attend,

Propct Website www.sckron-windfesm.co uk

Further details sbout Airvalution can be found at wwaairvolutiooensgy com

ENDS

Please note that all media enguiries for the Ackspn Wind Farm proposal should be directed to -

System:
Johii Ross

ltzd af Media Cantent
Tel: (01483) 714403
Muile: 077300 S9617

Email: johnrossBaysterm2.eu
Twitter: @syeternlabn

or
Peter Kane

Directar
Mohile: 07742 308213

Ermil peteran e fivstemd e
Twittir: @syaternlpeter

Matus:
About Airvobution:

i, Chetn Energy are beading Independent wing farmn develapers with o proven track secord sae
develap onshiores wind projectsin Seetland okl for Statkraft, Surdge’s kg i generator

ate ta the dacal berefits to commimities durng constnstion aae
perations, During the o of ¢ hines st Yygellag Farm ir: Anglesey, 35% of the construction
speid stived within Anglesey

& cmirunity beneft fund b establshed 8 propece sits which provicss an snnaal finance) contribution to
Jucal prajects i the wmmunity, and shared cwnesship cpportunities are actively discussed  with
caimrainities disring planning.

Adgon Wind Farm

Faor furthesr detads an the project, please visit the dedicated project wehsite: wan.ackron-windFarm oo uk

Ackron Wind Farm Ltd
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Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd & Kane Partnership

Page 33



Z) Statkraft

PAC Report
Ackron Wind Farm

Media coverage, including social media posts 2019

The Northern Times

Home | News Coronavirus | Sport | Inspiration | Lifestyle | What's On | Family Notices | Energy North

A Home > News > Article

Windfarm plan for Melvich

0 By Staff Reporter
(® Published: 17:00, 13 June 2019

Get a digital copy of the Northern Times delivered straight to
your inbox avery week = SUBSCRIBE NOW

Developers of the Ackron project are to hold an exhibition later this month.

Plans are on the table for a windfarm near Melvich.

Airvolution Clean Energy is proposing a development two kilometres south east of the
village, although a planning application has yet ta be submitted.

The firm intends to hold a community engagement event at the village hall at the end of the
month.

Promising progress at
Golspie High School

Appeal for information
following fatal road
accident

Flagship Highland store
to be 'wound down' as
Debenhams to be
liquidated

Man rescued after falling
from boat

Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd & Kane Partnership
Page 34
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~=  Airvolution Clean Energy &
> We're in Melvi

\involutionEngy -

- oday 10 1alk about Ackron Wind Farm, we're here Uil 3pm
- vindfarm.co.uk

! Q2 e

== Airvolution Clean Energy @AIvolutionEngy « Jun 28, 2019

’a We're in Melvich today to talk 9!:\ ut our proposal for Ackron Wind Farm
R

come along (or just say h» via our project website).

Ackron Wind Farm

[Eb WEICOme 10 out [rogee

vehsite. We are investig
the potential of a 5

aling
uth cast of Meha

h for

S projects statkraft

=== Airvolution Clean Energy @ AirvolutionEngy - Jun 25, 2019
‘ We're in #heivic

tomorrow to present our plans for Ackron wind farm, we
hope to see you there! Find out more at

Ackron Wind Farm

CUT project we

bsite. We are investigating

M 8 site 2km __‘n‘lu 1t of Medvict

[

Ackron Wind Farm Ltd Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd & Kane Partnership
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Appendix 8: Public Notices for June 2019 Public Exhibition

In addition to print, digital adverts were also placed in each online paper, with impressions being
delivered to residents within a 16km radius of the proposed extension site.

John O’Groat Journal public notices 14.6.19 and 21.6.19

ACKRON WIND

FARM PROPOSAL

Airvolution and Statkraft
would like to invite you to
discuss plans for a 14 turbine
wind farm at Ackron,
2km south east of Melvich.

Our team will be present and will be
able to answer questions and explain
more about the proposal.

WEDNESDAY, 26TH JUNE,

2PM TO 8PM
Melvich Village Hall, Kw14 7YL
Find out more:
Telephone: 01463 714403
www.ackron-windfarm.co.ulk
info@airvolutionenergy.com

—

Z) Statkraft
B publicnotices L] luhsnt;r_!h_":
ACKRONWIND | e IS V27,
FARM PROPOSAL |ginc g Wbt
vokdete it ponts || TR || e =
ki | S— s

Yo semith mast of Medvich
O traem will b st and will bes
A (o AW QUEIBIoNS BNd explin
maore about th 1

WEDNESDAY, 26TH JUNE,
IPM TO 8FM

Habach Village 18, W14 TYL
i ot mare:

iz o r e e i

-f;smmm : =

2 X CAGATOR
ARTITEATIE B4 P THOTRS
FEMrEs

PRV TLLNG MATBE EECCTRER
POE ATIES CONTRACE

TREFERARLE O IAVE 4

£ v

gy v
[PEEey

Pt o oo £V
A s, M Mo,
B Ml B WA T S

e
- 18 o

K v
-co.u w;:(ﬂlll:. . yio

Erres | ADVERTISE TODAY

e e

publicnotices 3

FARM PROPOSAL

o @

v

o

: 10
S 2 | stie o e quesions e e || [
| O

=

ACKRON WIND

Asyolation ard Steduaht
WO KRE LO IMAte you to ‘
discus phans for 2 14 abioe |
|
|

More 36OUL the Propos |

WEDNESDAY, 26TH JUNE, !
2PM TO 8PM |
Mebveh Vilage HILIWIA L. |
ot mace: [

GET YOUR WHEELS)IN'MOTION/
il IMIYJ’O’ holiaaé'ldv(u:
on placing your Notoring advert

> g

=
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Northern Times public notices 14.6.19 and 21.6.19

ACKRON WIND

FARM PROPOSAL

Airvolution and Statkraft
would like to invite you to

wind farm at Ackron,
2km south east of Melvich.

discuss plans for a 14 turbine

Our team will be present and will be
able to answer gquestions and explain

more about the proposal.

WEDNESDAY, 26TH JUNE,

2PM TO 8PM
Melvich Village Hall, KW14 7YL
Find out more:
Telephone: 01463 714403
www.ackron-windfarm.co.uk
info@airvolutionenergy.com

£) statkraft

= |

=4

publicnotices

ACKRON WIND

FARM PROPOSAL
Adrvolution and Statkraft
would like Lo mnvite you w

dizcuss plane for 2 14 turbine
wind farm at Ackron,

e soish eass of Mebvich

ey T

% Ay u o
o e, ol o e b aad v el e masyes @ pn i —
e 0 S, Ui o - 2

o b i b

4 mrrTies e i e macy n >
A Trapes B g a0 s e a1

[, FA e —

iy b
e .
3

Our team will be present and will be
AP E0 SAEWET USSTINNE AN S
more about the proposal.

WEDNESDAY. 26TH JUNE,
2PM 10 BPM
Mebvich Village Hall, kW14 TYL
Find out mare:
19

Our advertising
deadlines
are:
|  Features:
|Fridays (prior to issue)
= 430 p.m.
== " || 4ll other adverts:
(except death notices)
= (| Tuesdays - 12 noon

The Novthern Times
Telephone

- p s
g Gtz b, 88 Vb, v, o 18 T, Sl 27 11

(01408) 633993

Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd & Kane Partnership
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Appendix 9: June 2019 Leaflet Invite to Public Exhibition. A Freepost Reply Card Was

Also Enclosed to Return Feedback

Airvolution Clean Energy =

We're innovative and
community focused

Arvolston & dedcmod U ancogng wih
Corry vy e s s Sy ofthered vipeyy
10 bt posithve benefits.

Wt w10 L8 30 Yo abaout Now e
ecgact £ brie) reny nesionnnt 10 yone
community. We e o traci rooced of
TRRINg G (1t 1he CoonpnIG Yl
o proects bing B <hared vith ol
resicdorts and busncesos

Wa aro opon to yourt idoos.

Ths pregc T e cvyvaion coloar an snnusd
community kg, This prosoct wit gonomio
AN 24000 O Welr 107 el reeps
andinmatives. Wa wousd also ke 10 near
your viaws on enibiing tha corniesly

10 heov it firssocial staere ) U propect,

20 Dhovsh comme 300G 10 Our NN
026 e

Can’t Make It?

Wi vt to vy fron yex).

ar) ol on: 01483 714403

FSC

Ackron Wind Farm Proposal

Project Summary

Airvolution Clean Energy =

Ackron Wlnd Farm Proposal

We would like to tell you more about ourselves
and our proposal for a sustainabie energy project,
Iincluding community investment and improved
broadband potential in your area.

A development partnership

Statiam & a leadng gononitar of ronowistss anony n §uropd,
Cornmithnd to Werkdng ithicady s londwathcdy Thewy i

M proven bk reanoed for sngacng Mk with comemunies in
S06800 G OVeOnng SUBSTATE MrO ior Conenurty bongnt

AreRion Sofely’ CRVEES SUILEDW W) BT ICRECTS RO

Sootand for Statkeaft 10 buldl, own and coerate.
2) statkraft

W el oo

c«:mmunily angagemenl 8 very important to us,

Project Exhibition:

T Wiy wonch B T etV Y 10 e Pt eoniition of Motvicsy VERge e8ill o 25 Junee Wi im
I COMIAct Y raning 45 Comminties A2 e seak 10 shuna our davalopment bokva 1t i tnakeed,

Upr s 14
WInG sortires
s

Par ywor loe

£245k comrmindy

Auuting’

Mabiadiwmmy Pumygtit

150m

Cxorung new
Opportisity n
Ttk anout whipryt
owriminhips miwd
i soppeers

Ackron
Wind Farm

Melvich Villsge Hall,
Meivich, Thurso
KW14 7YL

Wednesday °
26 June 2019 :
2pm - 8pm

Posacto

[p—— We believe there could be an exciting opportunity for
el * our project to bring improved broadband to the area.
. Please come along to find out more.

Feovinioh

* Bawed oo 14 x LMW turbinm,
and 05,000 par MW instalied

Yo can fina ol mons About ok
ot et e Sy v e
VAN 2Vl IROnOnangy.oom

£) statkraft

ey e, o i

Ackron Wind Farm Ltd
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If you are unable to
attend our exhibition,
please use this form
to let us know your
views or ask any
questions. We will
respond to all queries
as quickly as possible.

Please tell us what you think — complete and return (no stamp required)

Do you think that the country needs to generate Your guestions and comments
mione slectneity from renewable sourcag?

YEs [] no [ UNSURE [] ~

Do you agres that onshore wind power isa
good way.to help achigve this?

ves [] no [ unsure []
Do you support the principie of a new wind
farm at Ackron?

ves [ no [ unsure [
We are aclively expioring the potential to assist

in biringing improved broadband o the area, Is
this of mterest o you?

vEs [] no [ unsure []

Tne Scotish Govemment thinks communities Title: Mr  Wrs £ oMisS [/ Ms
should be given a chance to invesim jocal Name:

renewable gnergy projects. IFihis projectwent Address:

ahead, woitld this be of intenest?

YEs [ No [ UNSURE []

Posteode:
We will not snare wour detals with sxiemal pames Email:
irfarmation is stqe-:l 2nd used according to the GORPR Tel:
and Data Protection Act 2018, "
—— [ | o
WS | 2 1) of2. B R B ey No thank you, | do not wani project updates
Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd & Kane Partnership Ackron Wind Farm Ltd

Page 40
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Appendix 10: Copy of Public Exhibition Poster Sent June 2019 - Posters Were
Delivered To 15 Commercial Properties Within A 13km Radius and Each Recipient

Woas Invited to Advertise the Consultation by Displaying the Poster

Ackron Wind Farm Proposal

Arvolution Clean Ensegy Lid
1 West Regent Strest,
Glasgow,

G2 1RW

Project Summary: We believe there is potential for a wind farm in this area and
would like to tell you more about ourselves and our proposal,
including community investment it could bring.

ﬁ; P o D

Project Exhibition:

Ackron (3)
Wind Farm

Melvich Village Hall,
Melvich, Thurso
KW14 7YL

" Wednesday °

26 June 2019
2pm - 8pm

www.ackron-windfarm.co.uk
Project hotline: 01463 714403

There could be an exciting opportunity for our project
to bring improved broadband to the area. Please come
along to find out more.

2) Statkraft .o

Ackron Wind Farm Ltd Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd & Kane Partnership
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Appendix 11: Copy of Public Exhibition Boards June 2019

Welcome

=

We are assessing the potential for
Ackron Farm to host a sustainable

energy project.

Our team are here to discuss plans and to listen to your

views before we ¢ de

About Airvolution

0 A jeading incepenaent anshone
winic caveloper with oIncGes
Scutland-and England

o Estalished in 2010, and colaly
devalop wind farms In Scotland
tor Statiratt to bulld own and
operais sinoe AT

o Combsinkd expreiancs of oyer
2 Gigawatls of onshora wingd
profects defivered aurogs
Scetland, England and Wales

tingap g

About Statkraft

o 3800 ampioyees o 16 countrnies
an e Gperatecd n e UK
anve 2006

o Tha largest generators of
renewallie angray in Eunops

© Mora (han 350 posver plans
arcured the wiorkd

o (nvissted! over €14 Blian
In redeiwabie grurgy
Infrastricture in the UK

=

We believe this is a good site to assess the
potential for generating clean electricity,
The layout shown below is what we think is currently possibie,

When our studies are complete, we will consult again and
present our conclusions.

Ackron Project

S 55,000

hames**

AL o U

Our Preliminary Assessmeant

© A proven track record for delivering @ Owns and opsrates four crisnare
windi Tamm projects aoress the LK, wind fars a@nel one hydropower
baving camplatest 11 10 date plant mn the UK

=

Z) statkraft

Orahore wind generatad G‘m
ravenues of £1.4 bilkon m 2097 e
o . K Japatysraiteces sm

e
AL

Proven whil speedis on site

The site Is nol covarad by any

hatirh "

make it an llent |
for a wind farm.

The Site 1s not within Caithness
and Sutherland Peatiands SAC/
Ramsar or East Hallidale SSSI,
Location facilitates access for
delivery of turbine components,

™ Gnshar wind carmntly empioys
5,000 poaple scmes Scolland . 17

yor Y P
Rassid g

R

designulrlons

The site is partially located
within an area identified within
the Council's Supplementary

" Guidanoe as ai arsa with

potontind for wined famm
dovelopmmant

Z) statkraft

Ackron Wind Farm Ltd
December 2020

Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd & Kane Partnership

Page 43



é Statkraft

PAC Report
Ackron Wind Farm

& Visual ==

-~ AL

Landscape
Impact Assessments

Local residents will want to know
how our proposal would leok.

Todxy, wn“nmwmmmm

16 help what the
mmmmmummw

2 ¢ W e TV
Sceltand is considoced 10 have P e et Ao
Aome of Tho et wind anongy TN 2P
resowco in Ewope

Environmental =
Impact Assessment

The Environmental Impact Assessment
(ElA) is a comprehensive assessment
of the potential environmental effect

of a project and is legally raquirad,

This ultimately

as to whether the or'i.vlmmonn! benefits of arenewabie
| Impact,

anergy gh Its

ey

I pUme &

nm-n-d-«xhw:mhwmm»n-l It byoedecapo,
WO OO,

, banel e,

NN, MYSrO0TY, QaOrOQY, e
hanan, snd cron helince & Wil #y tha fokowing:

Incape, scalogy,
leanm, cinate

Cultural Haritage Traffic & Transportation

A purvwy wil o
i Ml mm, YT s W Y
ChILR] bty ool 30t 1101 0| o
seticulas Forin. w27 b e i buldaza
Myt st Flty ) e St mivind o it

v Ravitine,

CATIER. Tgh< 1D B POCRe f e 1037
w2 tas ot e,

Vi W i O T Al T

M vl e X Yo s ehori g o Wi

W oy Gl s 1) G TS 1l

e Frocone 50 e Dorgarants mouk] By

T dafenonld 3 Sorbouin Pia) et e whire)

490, A5 G037 AR5 20 A% Dh 360068900 Wh|

’lua O i Tohwvoer ot e iiort i e
08 FOCHE XA 30

'cs‘m.awmlw Wt

sty Neevd Do)
Surbyfon 360 maadd Mo :m»rmoarrm--

D) (0 SOAGICN BaANGE 10 Lo o ortiien
S SO [T EVyE $% £ CCOXICP WL
oA h Narmue! Her gy n.mu-a- A3 wil [ b
i 0 ELA Fiepor wil oo

OFLICHLIMIE (o1 st dolatibe ot
wew vodat

LI a0 1636 Swivr Wiomad THotvasnente ¢
WA O 1% Grh ) 1y A e gl

,+*" 70% of Scolivnd's sluctncily

damand was mat by repwwibiss
L1 1 b ——

BTN GG PROSHG Wi L0 G S
T s I T iyt Do) 12623t
O] s (f o Pt P v es Dt
0, 2 K 98 (WY 20wk
)k‘.ly Wy e T et T onay PO

i, NIV a9 Nog
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Z) statkraft

Community Benefit =4

Wea want to talk with you about how our
project can bring new investment to
your community. We have a track record
of making sure that the economic value
our projects bring are shared with local
residents and businesses,

Tl commes tams L
Imvnnmbibe 1 . . e
1atie Ko A i
wouimd
i Wi gy
e B N S e
|t e ol et
1S3 DO TD 6
s 04 L e,
B Hiywat Penzsoed,
Pttt WGt

i < mrrormd by Anoiugan
10 Dty 11sg SLEHGILON 51
Vugatin Fam Anglousy

Commy e

A commitment to £5,000 Wt have a history of ensuring

per MW installed, es per local businesses benefit first

Scottish Government best and foremost by making

practice guidance. a commitment to prioritise
local supptiers.

St o

i s Wo welcoma your views ot

hwﬂpwhdhmmdlmcw

O sty s ho i
are in education or training,

Businessas.

chouldnmtnwukwmwu and support 1663
to see if we can unlock the '

potential to d-avprl!mvnd
broadbnd in the area.
A Onshare wind i the theapas! Tt Indapentant surveys
T Torm o naw-teilld wheotricity consistontly shiaw over T8% of

panarstion in the UK poonte zupport onshora wind

2) Statkraft

Wireless Broadband =4
Feasibility Study

We are always exploring ways in which
wea cah provide posilive benefits to local
communities near our projects.

We are often asked by pecpie If we can belp deliver faster
brosdband or even get them coonected in the first place.
Access 10 o relabie and fast broadband connection is often
a0 asue in rueal ar0as. With this in mind, we have taken
SOm il ACEON 10 Investigate this.

Voo N v W] w1 ey shmg P aen] etean DreaRumst Frisf iy WAy
50 mnpire W gohntiod K wiing Pur Ivaiructury of Gor peopect st Ackros b duiaes
S et [l Merv's wled v S s sneier] 0 Ve

o S i come—rVy

It Dbt W AN - o o At v, e sl Ve o ot
B LA AL T s Tl weheas B (A N T Ve Sl
ORI AT & BTGNS s Curvied oot B Ieiaiiny waly € you
£ mmaw bt Agein whl b gl A s
Sk e e Tors he O cobimel serce ook s gt ty, cleons Yk ¥ e,
A modem wind turbing will pay Plarning consonts for oraboce |
back al the anergy used n o wind farma e genevally for
roduction within (he firat yoar 2 25 year aperaling pesiod
-
2) Statkraft
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Proposed Timeline =4 Next Steps

Throughout the process, Airvolution and We walcorme your comrments nnd woudd
Statkraft will continuously engage with the b gratefud N you wound B out one of the
iocal community and stakeholders about fecuTre v (1o (wrredderd

the emerging proposals,

1. Site selection &um . Submit Application
© 5 S Await Decision o

{12 it {12 1 ity 1 oty
Enzinvnbenn s | e Gty Foaumdl 1 ww of beyla id AL
it (e il Eurrul n thwl e O urtiy it g Uun ) lgteeret
mmmmw aemyzing: (Knivrm m g} !_'m-u, oM by
B R s e L
=T a4 o =w L _"‘ shel g
e S e o0
mmw\d oy - bl e
WISy i

T @ £

4. Construction 5. Operalion 6. Decommission
e 0 o JEOUD N AY WY VP DA DTEETI Y vt L uy
. PN AR ST B VAR TR U e

14780 71 movithel 5 yaey) 17 moettn) - ; L apavre
AT CENTETIE Al TP i e Oy AL dt o4 g P S St e et el o e e o
3 ) oo yaew e voee .,-‘-.,.um.--.'& ot Mml:'vm AArastb e w
¥ lnmm iy T L Iy 4,
bk USMORGS  1S Sy AN ST g s L S e Liar B s e b ey XD
<SOSR 38 LNed 14| nanaoe A KUy A0 & e £ o v Load
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Appendix 12: Copy of Public Exhibition Brochure June 2019
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Ackron Wind Farm Proposal
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Ackron Project

QW%

We bolieve this Is a good site to assess the
potential for generating clean slectricity.

The tayout shown balow is what we think is currently possible. Whon our
FHIGes B0 Complete, W will consult again end prasent our copclusions.
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Environmental
Impact Assessment

The Environmental impact Assessment (EIA)
is a comprehensive assessment of the potential
anvironmental effect of a project and is legally requirec.
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Environmental
Impact Assessment
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Community Benefit

QW%

Wo wuul w lalk wuh you about how our paomu
can bring new Invesiment 1o your cammunity.
Wa have a track record of making swe that the
economic value our projects bring are shared
with local residents and businesses.
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Proposed Timeline
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Throughout the process, Alrvolution and Statkeaft
will continuously engage with the local community
and sinkoholders aboul the emerging proposais.
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Next Steps

We welcome your comments and would
be gratetul I you would till out one of the
feadback forms providoed.
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Appendix 13: Post Exhibition Letter to Melvich Community Council — Sent 10 July

2019

10 July 2019

Tina Wrighoon
Mebvich Commumnity Councs — Chair

Bemizoe

113 Portskerra
Bedvich

EWis Tl

Ey Fast & Emait mehschoom munitpoound fiemail.oom

Ackron Wind Ferm proposal

Diear Ms Wrighton,

Bz yoou weill be aware, we held 2 public exhibition in Mebach Village Hall on 26 June to outline the
earty-s=ge proposals for the Ackron Wind Farm. Thank you for alfowing ws to use the hall.

Wi were plezsed that the sshibition was well attended - we met with owver 40 people throughout
the day. We will tale 3 the views expressed and everything we have learned on board as we

mive forwand . We are currently in the process of responding to 2l those who sent usa reply card
or sttended the exkibition

On the day. peogle were keen to disouss ideas around shareo ownership, how we plan to use local
companies and the potential for community funding of around £225000 each year. There was
also 2 lot of interest in the oppartunity for the project to bring improved brosdband o the ares.

| mnclose soume copies of the brochure handed out at the exhibition, which contains mast of the
information that wasz displayed.  This iz also awsilable to download on our project website

wirw ackron-windfarm. oo.us. We encourage people to register on the website toensure they ane

l=pt up to date = the project progresses, and to easily contzct s

Hf you reguire further copies of the brochure, or wish to disouss any aspect of the project, please
do nat hesitate to cont=ct me.

Yiours sinoenely,

Lloyd Gosdwin
Serior Development Manager
el 0 Rl T
e h
TR Cbied Dow iy Lt
| W Rt Swat
S
i WTEFL Fapiersd f e d DR S LR o 00 Spmian S, ook, Daglens LI TEG. [FERE
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Appendix 14: News Release - Positive Feedback from Wind Farm Public Exhibition

5.7.19

News rebease
Airvalution Clean Energy

lssued: Friday, 5 July 2019
For use: immediate

POSITIVE FEEDBACK FROM WIND FARN PUBLIC EXHIBITION

Airvadution Clean Enengy, who proposs 1o deyelop the Ackran Wind Farm in Sutherland, have
been encauraged by the pesitive local respende ta the project.

More than 40 residents and other interested parties attended & public exhibiion at Melvich
Village Hall an 26 June te learn misr e about the proposal.

The early-stage engagement mesting included an npparturity o view n interactive map b show
Hawt the wind farmm could look fram diflerent locations and to find Sit mare sbout an apportunity
far the peaject 1o bring improved broadiand to the ares

I addition, the xhibition provided ion on shared hip, lacal construction and the
cammunity fund legacy that could see £245 000 aach year being available sfter davelopment.

Seninr Development Manager for the Ackran Praject, Lioyd Godwin, said: "Our plans sre atan
early stage and we gained some valiable ifput from the community that will hela shape our
plans

15 for

*F'd like ta thank everyane that took the time to mest us. There were same great suggesth
haw the community fund could be put o good vse and we made same cannectizng with hacsl
suppliers who could be involved in the construction, shoold the project ga shead ~

Airvalution develon wind farm projects on behall of Statkeaft, the largest ieneable energy
gensrator in Curope

Mo planning application has been made for the Ackron Wind Farm. Airvolution will take all the
information gained from the exhibition inte account snd assess results of site surveys bedore
deciding the number and location of Lurbines that could be applied far in o farmal planning
application to Highland Council

Those interested in the project are encouraged to register for naws updates on the project
wehsite www. ackron-windfacm.couk

NOTES TO EDITORS
About Alrvolution:

Airvaution Clean Energy are deading independent wint farm Sevelagers with a proven track
reenrd and develop anshore wind prajects in Stotland sslély for Statkraft, Curape’s largest
rentwable energy generatar.

Further detaids abaut Airvaiution can be found st www.sinvoluticnenergy. com

Ackron Wind Farm

Up to 14 wind turbines are proposed

The maximuim height of the turbines woold be 150m

The wind farm would pravise new eppartunities to discuss shared ownership and local suppliers
it has patential b provide po impraved broadband serdce

A community fund could provide E245,000 ach year alter constructuin

Fur Further detaifs on the project, please visit the dedicated project website: www.ackion-
windfarm eo.uk

For mere information contact:

Jahn Rass
Systeml

01463 714403/07 7300 89617
iohaioes,
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The Northern Times

Home | News Coronavirus | Sport | Inspiration | Lifestyle | What's On | Family Notices | Energy North

Hundreds could get better broadband from wind
farm technology

© By Staff Reporter- NOSN - editor@nosn.co.uk
@ Published: 09:30, 11 October 2019 | Updated: 13:08, 11 October 2019

Get a digital copy of the Northern Times delivered straight to
ot e s e <

B o] 9] i ] &

At least 242 homes In Caithness and Sutherland could receive Improved broadband using
technology installed at a proposed wind farm, according to a new study.

The area is the first o be researched by Statkraft, Europe's largest generator of renewable
energy, as part of acommitment to carry out feasibility studies on the possibility of bringing
enhanced high-speed wireless hroadband ta communities at all its planned wind farm sites
In Scotland.

Statkraft, whose portfolio includes the Baillie Wind Farm, is Investigating the potential to
build the Ackron Wind Farm, consisting of up to 14 turbines. near Melvich.

MARQ Collection S MARQ Collection
|Lewrny Mote | m

N

No planning application has been made, but an analysis has shown it is feasible to install
wireless technology Into wind farm intrastructure to provide high-speed internet connection
without using phone or cable lines

Initial indications from the study, carried out by Highland-based Monsternet, show that at
least 242 homes near the Ackron site could receive an improved broadband service, with
the potential to extend coverage to many other homes and businesses in the area.

It is expected the wireless technology would have the capability of providing fast interet for

anyone living within line of sight up to 10km from one of the network repeater masts.

MOST READ

SMART.
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TARGETED.

Trust buys mission
building land for just £1

Promising progress at
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Appeal for information
following fatal road
accident
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Man rescued after fallin
from boat

COSTAR |S REAL-TIME
MARKET INTELLIGENCE

Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd & Kane Partnership

Page 54

Ackron Wind Farm Ltd
December 2020



Statkraft

PAC Report
Ackron Wind Farm

Appendix 15: Update Letter to Tina Wrighton, Melvich Community Council, Including
Broadband Presentation

2) Statkraft

| appracisie there may be new Community Councliors In place by hat tme, bt |
Somneone Wrai b abhu o e ‘Wi 3E proposing the Sret mestng on the anemocn of 15
Nmmurma!m&mmmmr nEar Thurso

Tina Wrightan ey, s
(Chair - | ook forward %o hearing from you of anather member of the Community Counc!l who may
Mealvich Community Coomcd :‘“‘"‘“““ D aDie 1o aFend.
By emnat mefsiereomimn s e,
L Yours sieerEly,
Tor Staran UK Lig
e
. -t
pe— L 56 e
Ao TaT  Oligee 1 Nowriel 2070 s W
g
R i ;*"’ﬁ'__"ﬁ" .

— Dizar Tiria,
| @M WIENG W 3n Update on e AION wing tam proposal. | am awars there are
Commanity Councll Slections coming Bp 3nd | wish the Councll 3 the beet In secunng
Eﬂeﬂm Mehich over the next lam

Alrvolution |z now Statkrant

Sinos our June exhiion m Melvicn, Arvoiution Ciean Energy are niow wholly owned by
Siarat UK L Alnoriion had woeked exsiisialy on beh3f of SIEET shoe Ocober
217 2n this 3cquisitica brings 31 of the ArveiLion team in-houss a8 part of Statkrat

Lioyd Godwin Temaing the Ackron Devsiopment Manager, and Nis new emal address is
Lioyd, CodwingiStkrat com.

Hexi Engagsment Eventz

W2 are cumently planning o mmwmmwm yaar w a projact
i discuss Win resigents how he FI'\:!EGIBSM\ECI We Wil witie o he
Commeanity Councs again sloser b the tims win mars

Potential Tor improved Brosdband

We have recanty mads 3 convitment to ITeEtigate e potantisl of Bringng enhanced
mmmmmzmmmmm—mwmmm
CYGrma Joumal —woeking wih Highiands based fir Monstariet an this mitiative.

\We arE rw 100king 3 he nex: siep, WAl 5 to See how e Coud be ol out to e bast
avantage of the Frea. We re loaking 10 2ctabiieh 3 meeting of key raprecenistives i the
Calttrices/Sutherang 3rea 3nd would ke 10 InvEs 3 MamDer of the Counci o
paniipate. The Meetng woukl provids an opponunicy for Fergus 3t MOnStEMe 1o tak
dncan how oiher a7e3s have aporoached broadband and for i o discuse haw It cous be

daveiopad nere
S —— - un o
A Fostix T s e S S et =

Broadband presentation invite sent to other elected representatives and interested parties -
1.11.19
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Feasibility Study for Wireless Broadband and Subsequent Presentation Invite

Monsternet

Ackron Wind Farm Community
Wireless broadband feasibility study

Based on Line of Sight Feasibility study by Monsternet Highland Ltd, 13/06/2019

The following feasibility study is an initial analysis, assessment and costing for a method of delivering
superfast broadband connectivity from the proposed Ackron Wind Farm, near Melvich, Sutherland.
Specifically, to deliver superfast broadband speeds to the surrounding community by way of
point-to-point and point-to-multi-point technologies deploying 5Ghz radio wireless connectivity.

Location summary

Fixed wireless link analysis
Topographical analysis
Infrastructure

Community broadband

Cost estimates

Radio Wireless broadband explainer
Survey photographs

00 SOV U e QN
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Monsternet

1. Location Summary

We undertook to survey properties to the East and West of the proposed wind farm site between
Melvich and Reay, within a 10km radius. 10km was chosen as it is the maximum recommended
range for a point-to-multipoint (PtMP) radio networks.

Working on the basis that the available backhaul for this network would be served from a fibre
connection at the proposed Wind Farm site, it was identified that the most suitable solution would
require 2 separate point-to-multi-point (PtmP) radio masts, hosting radio sector antennas; one
serving the communities around Melvich, Portskerra and Big House, the other serving Reay and
neighbouring properties to the East.

There are very few locations or properties to the immediate south or immediate north of the wind
farm, so these areas were removed from the survey work.

We selected properties to the west and east of the proposed mast sites at Ackron and assessed these
properties based on 1) line of sight to the proposed mast sites and 2) potential market for superfast
broadband i.e. are their current speeds poor/average/good.

Ackron Wind Farm Ltd Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd & Kane Partnership
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Monsternet

The above image shows the identified properties - 246 in all, within the defined area.

Mast 1 proposed site is located near the western edge of the landowner boundary. Mast 1 enables
almost total visibility of all properties to the west in and around Portskerra and Melvich, with mast 2
affording almost total visibility of all properties to the east in and around Reay.

Approx 242 properties were identified as clear line of sight, with a further 4 with potential for clear
line of sight (subject to trees and other obstacles)

Ackron Wind Farm Ltd
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Flease Join Us for a Presentation on Wireless Broadband
with Fergus Weir, Managing Director of Monsternet

Wednesday 18 March 2020, 12pm for 12.15pm — L15pm [lunch provided)

What is wireless broodbond, how hove other communities implemented it
and what connection can wind farms bring?

Seatkraft s hosting a presentation on the potentiz! for wireless (ine of sight) broadband capafility from wind
farms. 'We are keen to update members of the communities in Caithness and Sutheriand on progress to date
and what this could delfver for the rea.

Monsternet are 2 Highland supplier of wireless broadband and have worked with other communities to irstd|
wireless broadband systems. They bave recently completed feasibility studies on Baifke wind farm and the
proposed Sliddy and Ackron wind farms.

Venue:

Caithness Chamber of Commerce
Nawer Business Centre

Hawer Hous=

Nawer Road

Thurza

KWid 704

We expect to e no more than one hour of your tme and light refreshmenis incleding tea, coffes and
sandwiches will be avaiiable

We very much hope you cam join us on the day.

Spaces are limited and need to be confirmed in advance, please RSVP to secure wour place to
afisan.hood@statkraft com

Alison Hood
CommmEitations Wing 3
iy X

Mobile 244 77 2068 D635
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Appendix 16: Letter Notifying Elected Representatives of Online Exhibition

Hood Alison

From: UK Projects

Sent: 20 October 2020 1137

Ceco Godwin Lloyd: Hernes Maya

Subject: Ackron Wind Farm - Virwal Exhibition
Attachments: Ackron Exhibition Invite October 2020pdf

Dear Councillar,

An online virteal exhibition (VE) opens today to present the final proposals for Ackron Wind Famn,
near Melvich. The exhibition will run from 20 October to 10 Mowemnber, and is being advertised in the
following ways:

» Agdvertisements in the Mortharn Times and the John O'Groat Journal.

» Facebook ads to those living in the area.

+ Direct mail to ower 600 households and businesses. This includes a freepost envelope and
freephone number as an alternative to going online.

A5 a representative of the area, | would be grateful for your assistance in sharing the event with local
residents. Access to the exhibition is by clicking the link on the homepage of wwww ackron-windfarm. co.uk

Hey dates for the VE:
» WWebsite live 20 October to 10 November 2020
= Live Q&A chat — 4 November, 11am to 1pm & Spm to Tpm.
» Live Q8A chat — 10 Movember, 11am o 1pm & Spn to Tpm.

\We first exhibited plans for a 14 turbine wind farm in Mehich in June 2018. Site studies and feedback
received led us to improwe on this and we now present a 12 turbine project with changes that reduce the
visual impact of the scheme, particularly from the coast, and the Morth Coast 500 route. We have:
*» Moved the access to the site from the AB38 to the ABST. This means there is no access junclion
directly off the MC500 and there will be minimal visibility of the site tracks from this tourist route.
» Moved the turbines further south and further inland, to increase the distance from the NC500 routs
and minimisirg visual impact from coastal views.
» Reorganised turbines to minimise overapping and outlier turbines.

\We are working closely with Melvich Community Council and |ast week we virtually met with members to
provide an update and discuss how we can minimise the impact on construction traffic. This is a fruitfu

and ongoing conversation and we will be happy to update you on this at a later stage.

At the end of the exhibiton period we will provide a further update of the feedback received. If you would
lik= a meeting to discuss any aspect of the project we would be very happy to arrange a suitable time.

ours sincersly,

Lloyd Godwin & Maya Hemes
Ackron Development Managers

Stathraft UK Ltd

Stathkraft UK Ltd
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Appendix 17: Letter Notifying Community Councils of Online Exhibition

Hood Alison

From: UK Projects

Sent: 23 October 2020 18:48

To: chair@caithnasswestoc.couk

Subject: Ackron Wind Farm - Motice of Virtual Exhibition

An online virtual exhibition (VE} is live to present the final propesals for Ackron Wind Fam, near Melvich.
The exhibition will run from 20 Cctober to 10 Movember, and is being advertised in the following ways:

» Advertisements in the Morthem Times and the John O'Groat Journal.

» Facebook ads to those living in the area.

= Direct mail to ower 600 households and businesses. This includes a freepost envelope and
freephone number as an alternative to going online.

Aepcess to the exhibition is by clicking the link on the homepage of www.ackron-windfarm. co.uk

Key dates for tha VE:
= Website live 20 October to 10 Movember 2020
= Live Q%A chat — 4 Movember, 11am to 1pm & Spm to Tpm.
= Live Q&A chat — 10 Movember, 11am to 1pm & Spm o 7pm.

\We first exhibited plans for a 14 turbine wind farm in Mehich in June 2018. Site studies and feedback
received led us to improve on this and we now present a 12 turbine project with changes that reduce the
wisual impact of the scheme, particularly from the coast, and the Morth Coast 500 route. We hawve:
= Moved the access to the site from the AB28 to the ABSY. This means there is no access junction
directly off the NC500 and there will be minimal visibility of the site tracks from this tourist route.
» Moved the turbines further south and further inland, to increase the distance from the MC500 routs
ard minimising visual impact from coastal views.
= Reorganised turbines to minimise owverlapping and outlier turbines.

f you would like a meeting to discuss any aspect of the project we would be very happy to arange a
suitable fime.

‘fours sincerely,

Lloyd Godwin & Maya Hermnmes
Ackron Development Managers

Statkraft UK Ltd

Ackron Wind Farm Ltd Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd & Kane Partnership
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Appendix 18: Copy of Public Exhibition Press Adverts October 2020
John O’Groat Journal public notices 16.10.20 and 23.10.20

= ACKRON WIND
2) statkraft S oM

Statkraft invite members of the public to attend a

VIRTUAL EXHIBITION
1o view und discuss u propused upplication
for the 12 turbine Ackron Wind Farm.

In line wath Scottish Government guidance due to the

Cownd-19 pondenuic, we will hold an onlme public
eviihition to show the plons hefare an application 1=
submitted o The | lighland Coumal.

The consultaton wsbsite will be lve from 20
October 2020 vath cxhibfion matorals, dodicoted
live Q&A sessions ond on opportunify to book
one-te-ons calls.

Visit wwweackron-windfarm.co.uk to click through to
the onlins sxhibition.

Thuse wastuig o muoke comiments on the propusals
may do so oniineg, andfor n wnhng before
10 Neovembear 2070:

www.ackron-windfarm.co.uk

Email: uvkprojecs@statkrafi.com
Freephone: 0800 772 0668
Write fo: Freepost Stotleraft

(no stamp reguired)
Comments should be mode to Stothroft UK ond do
nof constitute a formal representation. An cpportunity
to make o formal representation will exist when a
planning epplication 15 made.

We hope you can toke port in the consultation events.

Sy S 2 iy i1

2 s
generalnotices publicnotices | : . servicesnorth

| v || 2D ACKROM WIND
W | FLAYERS -

Leae || ) Swtkraft pimoroiaL
i bk oy B Smkraf imete members of the pebik 10 anend o
VIRTUAL EXHIIITION

ta-view and discuss o peoposcd
For fhon 13 burkinn s,

T riiotin ity =B Ve Fom| e 30
Detsber J0I0 with auhibiisn munoh, dagicsd
B G4 mimiony mad Bn sposenty w book

YOUR TOP | N——

e rine wessi

2 stkrate SRR
Ao i e o
VIBTUAL EXHIBITION

Thome wishing b2 make comman an the pocam

Unisex Hairdressers

CURIOUS ABOUT WHAT
JOBS ARE ON OFFER?

Put your CV online & find out - @

]ohs-
north. Free, easy and confidential
= Ladn!jor
Tef: DI TSE €4 220 - Lok seavewhocsifibomoermes com e - e e Traad
M'W‘ o me eanien [l e commtndly |
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Northern Times public notices 16.10.20 and 23.10.20

— ACKRON WIND
Z) Statkraft ACKRONWIND

Statkraft invite members of the public to attend a

VIRTUAL EXHIBITION
1o view und discuss u propused upplication
for the 12 turbine Ackron Wind Farm.
In line wath Scottish Government guidance due to the
Cownd-19 pondenuic, we will hold an onlme public

axhihition to show the plans hefors an application =
submitted o The | lighland Coumal.

The consulichon website will be lwve from 20
October 2020 vath cxhibfion matorals, dodicoted
live Q&A sessions ond on opportunify to book
one-te-ons calls.

Visit wwweackron-windfarm.co.uk to click through to
the onlins sxhibition.

Thuse wastuig o muoke comiments on the propusals
may do sc online, andfor i wnhng before
10 Neovembear 2070:

www.ackron-windfarm.co.uk

Email: uvkprojecs@statkrafi.com
Freephone: 0800 772 0668
Write fo: Freepost Stotleraft

(no stamp reguired)

Comments should be mode to Stothroft UK ond do
not constitute a formal representation. An oppartunity
to make o formal representation will exist when a
planning application 15 made.

We hope you can toke port in the consultation events.

i b 71 e T B gy e —

generalnotices publicnotices
ADVERTISERS

PLEASE ENSURE THAT
ALL HANDAVRITTEN
NOTICES SENTTO

THE NONTHENN TIMES

EAHLY IN

BUOGK UAPITAL

-fami!ynotices | publicnotices

b Pt Py
o0 pasen

[ e

5 o 2) statkrate ASNCHM
m;fmﬂ;:': = -~ FARM FROPOEAL
VIRTUAL EXHIBITION T i
bl anpindecattd i S n ahertse i
el ot el |
i B, i e e | | TR SRR,

o TS RN e awewheesigermeeemer o | | 2 ‘_‘.'I_‘“’:‘“_v‘."_:_:"_"f_: pow e Pl g
o To bt Froacd i

Z) Statkraft Jooetrn

Stthrat smnte members of the pulbe ss send s ||/

VIRTUAL EXHIBITION
0 vicwr e s e uppls
far e 13 mrkine Ackren Wind Farm

I Dearran gussren B e
e TR,

Wb Wy remiunnjohnogrosts. ook it
ry T | Tha asesitesins csbeie of he Gew e 30 ]'HE
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S e £29999
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e mske & fame e il s =
g e e sfratenams

W e e s o e g s et ik
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Appendix 19: Sponsored Facebook Post to Target Those Living Within 18km Of the
Site

Statkraft oo
28 October - @

The online exhibition for the proposed wind farm south of Melvich, is now open! Join live chats,
meet the project team, see what it will look like and have your say! The exhibition ends on 10

November.

PROJECTS.STATKRAFT.CO.UK iy
Ackron Virtual Exhibition i
Ackron Wind Farm Ltd Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd & Kane Partnership
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Appendix 20: Leaflet Invite to October 2020 Virtual Exhibition and Reply Card

2) statkraft . : 2) Statkraft
Invitation to Virtual
ag saw . _
i S Exhibition: 20 Oct - 10 Nov 2020
0 rnity focusad Join our online exhibition to find out
mmunity focuse more about the potential opportunity .
.« - iy for s projec to faciltata improved Ackron Wind Farm Proposal
communitles and finding different ways access, Wewoia Iike 1o Lipdateyou ahout our plans for a wind tarm
to bring positive beacfits, In the area, before an application is submimed.
® ‘I'.lo: :,:‘:':opm':h local businesses Join our online exhibition: view the plans and meet the team.

‘We want 10 1alk to yoll about how our
projectcan bring new INvestment 10 your
community. We are open to you! ideas.

Community Benofit Fund

We are committed to a Community
Henefit Fund that deiivers £5 000
per MW Instalied as per Scolish
Government recommendation,

If consented, the project will gencrate
up to £249 500 petyear for local
groups ana Initigtves.

Shared Ownership

We arc open to offering Sharcd
Ownarship 0n our projects, if there

s Incal Interest. We wollld like 10 hear
your views on enabling the communiy
to have a financial share in the project.

to deliver our projects. Visit our project
webslte for Information on how local
businesses can register their interest

Following our exhibition In June Iast year, we have continued our site

studies and assessed all feedback received on the inftal plans pul

""" o ' A ST 7 foiward. We ale now 1eady to shate detalls of the impiovements made
to the site design before it is submitted. We believe we have designed

@ 3 project that Is seasitive to Its surroundings, and makes the most of the

ackronwindfarm.co.uk

ampie wind in Scottish amvice

In relation Lo Covid-19, we are hokling an online consultalon whene you

can find out more from the project team,

Phone the project hotline: % 1 West Regent Street, @
Glasyow, 62 1RW About Us

Statkiaftis Europe’s laigest generator of ienewable energy,
with origins golng back 125 years in Norwegian hydro power.

Stathial UK Ltd Our Scottish headquarters are in Glasgow and we have 1,000
S g e : — A Bmployees acss 17 countries.
G21RW A :
+4(0)141 4831088 www.statkraft.co.uk
- -—
Ackron Wind Farm Proposal Z) Statkraft
Project Summary Community engagement is very important to us. Online Exhibition:
We would like to Invite you to our online public exhibiton. www.ackron-windfarm.co.uk
R - e =R N Our cxhibition is being hold
12 wind ;uvblms 1= . : - o online due to COVID19
PIOpORG - A ) : restrictions in place,
LY A\ e The oxhibition wobsite will
= = . / bo available to visit between
U0 £249.500 5= s =3 i 20 06t - 10 Nov 2020.
£249K o el *
Community Fund* - — * e =
a == Ty $ e = Ask questions, chat online
J L il e or book a phone call
A maximum - S e > -,
height / .. : ! Live chat sessions with
{ . the project team
150m a1\ = | Wawill be avallable 1o answer
\ auestions and provide additional
e < Inforation
unity = ¢ v . N - Waodnosday 4 Novamber,
m""m"“m' g haved — \ A 11am - 1pm & 5pm- 7pm
ownership and e -+ Tuesday 10 November,
local suppliers '/‘—_, Adam-1pm & Spm- 7pm
A ey SN 3 www.ackron-windfarm.co.uk
Sy forimproved
—~ giove o cus i s S S——
® provision We believe there could be an exciting opportunity for You can find out moro about our
3 = projects and the way we work at
our project to bring improved broadband to the area. WAW.STATKIAMLO0.K
* Banad o mmaxdmm goneceionsepeciy Please visit our website to find out more.
of 49.9MW and £5,000 per MW instafied.
Ackron Wind Farm Ltd Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd & Kane Partnership
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Please tell us what you think — complete and retum
-
-9 Statkraft

Do wow think that the cournify needs to gererate Your questions and comments
inore etectricity from renewable sources?

ves [ | no [ | unsure [ |
ACKRON Do you sgree thal onshore wind power is 2 good T
way o hilp achisve tis? T

W|ND FARM ves [ ] wo [ | unsuRe || e e

Do yaud think thiat thi

e |5 an acceptabie jooation

If you are unable to take part sz wird Sy o o
In our online exhibition, please YES |_ nNo | | UNSURE | |
use this form to let us knowyour .. e e -1 = =
views or ask any questlons. We are sctively explonng the potential to assist = S e
We will respond to all querles REing Iimproved brosdband to Hhe area, s this SRR bl e ey
as quickly as possible. th e you? — =
| no | | UNSURE | |
L L=, —
...................................................... Yes, please respornd to my comment and

PRIVACY STATEMENT We are opert to offerng Sharsd Cwnarstip on our advise when the project is submiited

HEapect fof [rivacy 2nd personal dEls prosection
i part of Stetuas s corpyEE lture. This enghles
US 10 malntEkt BN envIreTIENt wheis ouF CUstDmars,

|I=’I'h:.=| projecl weml ahesd, would this be Tithe: Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms

VIHOES SN CUEr Stakenohers can st SEtET YES NO UNSURE _ Name:
:Jmmm:;:mmwmvm | ! [ Address:
Tor oW IDng StNIEN PROCESSES YOuT personal oata.
Gt e T/ L
.-E_I‘J Yes please, | would like to receive
. project updates (mainly by email) Posicode:
Il Nothankyou, {donot want Emai:
project updates Tel:
Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd & Kane Partnership Ackron Wind Farm Ltd

Page 70 December 2020



PAC Report

Ackron Wind Farm

@ Statkraft

Appendix 21: News Release on Virtual Exhibition

o] Ackron Wind Farm - Virtual Exhibition

To: O editer@norihern-times.co.uk

= Ackron Exhibition inv...

21 MB

Dear Edsor

Tuwsday, 20 October 2020 st 186:25

eny online vitunl exhibition [VE] opens today 10 present tha fingl propasans far Acknon Wind Farm, niar Mavich. The axtubision will fun from 20 October i 10 November, and is daing bdvertised in the following ways:

Tirrms and the Journal.
Facebook nds 1o those iving in e A
Diirnct mad 1o ovar and Thin includes a freapast L

ACORSS b I axINEon 18 by Chcking ha ik on the NOMADSDE Of www BCKISO-wngiarmLoo. uk
Kty dabes for he VE:

W Eral exhitated plans 1or @ 14 harbave wind fam in Mebdich in June 2018, Sile sludies and feedback recenved o us 10 irgrove on Dis snd we now cressnl a 12

Wetiaiin ve 20 Ooloter to 10 Novembar 2020
Livo QRA enat - & Newambad, 11am 16 1pm & Sam io Tam,
Live O&A chat ~ 10 Novemser, 11am 1o 1pm & Spm 1 Tom

e coaal, mnd fhe Nerh Coanl 500 reute. We have.

W ara working 4 m
appy bo updats you oo this ni @ liber singe.

[y

an ta gaing cring

o viguad imgact of

Morod the access o the aite from tha ARJS (o tha ABRT This

Micrea e nurmines fUMINEr SCUT BN frhar IniEng, 10 iNCreass ini Samnce from

botanes

BN Cubler lurtinos,

Mhaivich &

Council and lasl wiok wa virualy met

discuss how wa can minimize the imowct o0 construction irafic. This & @ rultful and ongoing comversation and we will bo

Atthn and of tha exhibitian pencd i will pecvice a fuhar Lpiate of the feadback moshied. If you Wonlld B 8 Mesning to HIACLIS Any ASPCE ol (e AROJACt Wi oL ba vory FARRY I ATANgE A ALENNE imn.
Yours snoacoly.

Lioyd Giodwin & Maya Hermes
Ackron Develgoment Manugun

Srathrafy Ui

_ wkpromclaiiaanatt com
" Glasgow 4 14 1459 1560

Hhathrafh UK Lid
A1 Mocigaln. Losdon. BC2R PR

MEDIA COVERAGE 2020
Northern Times — 23.10.20

Fhasy (e 33 W Thutos

1000 29

WK RO BN O

Melvich wind farm

online exhibition

By Alan Hendry
TN Ce

INEIGY fion Statkeaft has
opaned o virtual  exhibition
0 present lis final proposals
S Acksan Wien! Faon, pen
Melvich,

Ihe extiibition began today
on Tuesday and will run unil
Novernber (0. It ks being 3d-
wortiad irt i kel s, on
Febonk and by dins madl
o more thun 600 howseholds
and s includes

for Novembes 1 and November
10, Frovo € o ton t e vend frome
Syoon o Ty both chays.
Stotianfl first exhibited plans
101 4 14 tarbine wind tarm o
Melvich, in june 2019. “Sie
stondies wtnd foedbach jeciteed
Ind 1e 10 improve on this aod
we now present @ 12-turbine
project with changes that e
duce the visoal Impact of the
whenne, pasticutarly fom i
coed, and 1w Nowth Cuust 500
rowe” the company sald W o

a froupost emvelope and free-
Phane mumiber as an alerna.
bivee dur iy, ol
Access (o the exhibition i by
cickang the knk on the home
of www ackron.wind.
mieuk

Five QRA chateam schodilod

Tuhas moved the acoess to the
site o the AR36 w e AT,
sur i by 1y surase functn
directly oft the NG00 and there
will Be “minimal vidbiliy ol
the site tracks from this wurist
e

The  tivbines  have  boen

moved further south and fur-
thar inland. 0 incvease
shisbww fonn (e 500 am!
mintmise visual mpoct from
coastal Mews, according o the
company.

Tt D wlsds, (worgaisiseed puar-
bnes in a bid to minkmise ovwr
lupping and outlicr turbines,

Sttkraft sy It B work
fng  closoly with  Malvich
Commumity Coml sl bt
ek hand 4 virmuil mesthog met
with members th give an up-
dato and discuss how the im
pact of comsruction waffic can
o pinimisesd

Stthealt sensien ot e
ager Lioyd Godwin said “We
betieve this linal schomeo 15
3 big improyemen: on what
was riginally prevented o
the: commumity Tast year, Ty

wmoving o webloes  and
locaiing (i turbines furdws
sasniths e D Diewens aabbes foo e
duce the visual impact of the
projoct from tho coast

“Our virmal exhibiton witl
eive people e cliance 1 ex-

tare the changes made

“I'm disappointed that duc to
Covid 10 restrictions we can’t
attualty Visht Meivich again and
vt witly peoplin faco-to-Gice
s we'vw doae grovieusly

“But the upside of a virtu-
al exhibivion 15 that it can last
longur @t give more people
pruester opporiundly to see out
evntvind plass.

"We are hopedul that our
changes, showing  sonsativity
to visual tmpact mnd canspart
primtties, will meet with com-
ity appewval®

Mortheorn Times 18

STIKIaM serior Project Manager LIoyd Goawin,

Ackron Wind Farm Ltd
December 2020
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John O'Groat Journal — 23.10.20

Melvich wind
farm on show

By Alan Remilry 3
Fnindmemotio ®
= Q

ENERGY fiem Statkraft has
Dponed u virtual exhitition
ta peesent ity final propos:
als for A« Wind Fasm,
near Melvich

The extubition began on 7
Tueeday and will tun un
1l November 10, It ks be o
ing edvertised in the local
pross on Facobook nnd by
direct moll o more than
00 heaseholds and busd-
nesses Access is Via wivy
schrop wiodfmm coul

Live Q&A  chals  are
seheduled for Novesbes 2

3wl Nevwrmber 10, 60 gani0r projoct manager Lioyd Goowin says STAKIM has boan able o retuce the visusl
1AM 10 1pim and from DPM  ympact of the Ackron project trom the coast.
to 7 both days.

Stutkraft fiest  exhibited Ny coovndng two tue with people  Bcooslaoe
plans for a | §-urhine wind hinex and locating the tur a0 we've dane provionaly
farm m fune 20149 b this “ Dl Narthor south we bave  but the vpside of & viruall
Bt rerw heers eodicnd tn 12 beon abde 10 meluon the  exfibition is (et 11 can Gt
nurhines. it hae moved the visual tmpact of the prof longer and give more peo
stcess 1o the slie Gons e The upsido of a feoan the f-’m jot e greates l3;\vpunumw [
AR to thie ARAT virtual exhibition is "Our vitual extubioon 560 our evolved plans

Semlor project manager  that it can last longer Wil give people ihe chance  “We are hopeful that pur
Loyt Godwin saidi “We and give A greater 0 explore M changes chonges. showing o
belbove this final schome I« give A gt made. U'm  dhappointed  tivity to viwsal impacs and
4 big mprovemont on what  OPpOrtunity to see thatdue to Covid-19testric-  tainsport prioitles,  will
wai afiginally presented 1o - our evoived plans, Homs wo can't acially visit meot  with  commumity
the community last year. | howd Godwlnr Melvich aygain zml meot apguuvid”

Online coverage

John O’Groat Journal 20.10.20 Virtual exhibition sets out plans for wind farm near Melvich
https://bit.ly/3m3gBdU

Foln ©Groat Journal
Cathness Courier

M Home > Naws ¥ Artcle

Virtual exhibition sets out plans for wind farm
near Melvich

© By Alan Hendry - alian hendry & nmeds. 0o Lk
| (© Published: 15:47. 20 Octaber 2020 | Updated: 08:55, 21 Octaber 2020

Il Get a tigital copy of the Courter and Groat delivered straight
10 your inbox evary week
|

a ) B ] =) |

Stathraft senor propct mansges Lioyd Godwn

Energy fem Statkraft has openad a vwiual exhibaion 10 present s Inal proposals for Ackron
Wind Fasm, near Medvich

The exniomon began oday (Oclober 20) and will run untll Novembder 10. & Is Deng

Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd & Kane Partnership Ackron Wind Farm Ltd
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Northern Times 21.10.20 Developers of planned wind farm near Melvich open online exhibition:
Live Q & A chats will take place next month https://bit.ly/3jkSjkL

Caithness Chamber of Commerce website screenshot

Membership #ProtectNorth-ighlands - Test & Protect News Events What We Do Asout Us

oo [N = v ©

10t Noverber 2020, 00

Statkraft would Fke 10 update you about thelr plans for 3 wing farm in the Jrea, before

s :3 Statkraft

D spesk &=

Invitation to Virtual D s
Exhibition: 20 Oct - 10 Nov 2020

Ackron Wind Farm Ltd

Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd & Kane Partnership
December 2020
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Appendix 22: Dedicated Website Page, Included Feedback and Broadband Quick Poll
2020. There Is Also A Project Website and Dedicated Low Call Community Hotline

Number for Anyone Who Wishes to Find Out More About the Consultations

Interactive images

Our application will include over 17 photomontages 1o shaw how the peojoct would look from
VANOUS VEWDOINTS. We have DIBDarsd & Seaction of INese 10 view Delow.

How to View Interactive Images:

Click on the thumbnalls 1o Wew e R image (aoens in new wandow).

Move the whita e in the middle 10 COMPare 178 vew of 1he onging/ pan (2018} to the one
we Intend 2 subimit in ow planning application (20201

The vartical dnes halp dootify the turbine locations - the wivte ines show the final plan, the
Dack Ones show ihe onigingd péan.

Thase (ries axist ¥ a0y part of the turbine or Hiade tp would be waibie

Viewpoint 3: From Reey
(chok on amage o compare befor /sfter view)

Viewpont 5: From near Halladale Inn, AR36, Metvich
(ohok on image 10 compare detve /afer wew)

Viewpont 6 Fom Porskens
(ShCk On irnage 10 COmpars befire /afler vew)

WViewporn B: From Strath Halacale
(OhCk on irmage o compare before /after view)

The visuslisatons shown hese are indicative, and the final locasions of individual turbines
subjoct to change. Accoas tracka and other supporing infrastructure ars not shown heee but
Wit 10rm pan of Our PropoSaS. These vISUaRsatons & fOr AXNToN DUposes only. The
VIEWpONIS Busiraled are represantative of views in the eres, bul Cannol represant vistility
ot al jocations.
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Screenshot of Public Exhibition Brochure OCTOBER 2020
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Q Statkraft www.ackeon-windfarm.co.uk FSC

S et s Contents 2 swawrart

Welcome 4
AboutAckronWindFarm 8
Project Timeline 12

Broadband 28
Your Views aro Important to Us 26

Suporfast Broadband: together with the
community and oloctad ropresontatives,
we're exploring the exciting potential options
that our project could deilver.
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Appendix 23: Virtual Exhibition Website (October-November 2020) Summary

Project Report

20 Qofnbae 2020 - 10 Novambar 2020

Statkraft UK Projects

Welcome. About Ackron Wind Farm

Visitors Summary

Highlights
l |
208 27
|
0
l I 1
1] 119 161

— PagwvEws

Ackron - Your Questions, Contact, Feedback

Visitors Summary

Highlights
! |
54 9
]
0
I | |
5 23 47

— Pagydiews

What will Ackron Wind Farm look like?

Visitors Summary Highlights

188 20

0 a4 164

— Pageviews

Ackron - Community Benefits & Local Investment

Visitors Summary

Highlights
I |
69 9
|
1
| | i

) 2 8 68
Ackron Wind Farm Ltd Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd & Kane Partnership

December 2020 Page 79



"‘-_-9 Statkraft PAC Report

Ackron Wind Farm

This Page Intentionally Left Blank

Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd & Kane Partnership Ackron Wind Farm Ltd
Page 80 December 2020



PAC Report é Statkraft

Ackron Wind Farm

Appendix 24: Transport Update Discussion with Melvich Community Council

Z) statkraft

Ackron Wind Farm:

Meeting your transport
requirements

www.ackron-windfarm.co.uk

15 OCTOBER 2020

You asked us two straightforward questions

* Can we ensure HGV deliveries of concrete and cement to the Ackron Wind Farm site will not use
the A8977

* Will we stipulate that in writing in your contract with any construction supplier who will deliver
concrete and cement to the wind farm?

* Our answer to both questions is YES

* We are delighted to be relaying this news to you and we are also pleased to explain that we are
going to go even further than that

* We will also put it in writing with the Melvich Community Council

* So let us explain

Ackron Wind Farm Ltd Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd & Kane Partnership
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Transport Routes to Ackron

|| | 2 swatkeafe

SCAABSTIR G o l GARCUS

Abnormal Load Route

Wind turbine components will be
transported as abnormal loads
from the Port of Scrabster.

General Construction Traffic

Traffic from the south will
approach the site via the A9
and A836 corridors and will not
use the A897 from Helmsdale.

Transport — Our Commitments

To reassure the community, HGVs (concrete and cement) will not be permitted to approach
the site from Helmsdale via the A897

We will ensure this by:
« Putting a restriction in the construction contract with the appainted Principal Contractor
» Adding this to the Summary of Mitigation of the Pianning Application

= Signing a Memorandum of Understanding with Melvich Community Council —a pledge from us
that HGVs (concrete and cement) will not use the A897 from Helmsdale, in writing

« ATraffic Management Plan will be agreed and approved by the Council in advance of
commencing any construction work that reflects the commitments set out in the planning
application

Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd & Kane Partnership Ackron Wind Farm Ltd
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Transport — Going Further

« We will also use best practice to mitigate the possible effects of deliveries, such as:

- Drivers of all delivery vehicles to be made aware of the presence of schools and that formal
pedestrian crossing facilities are not always present along the route

- Drivers to be made aware of 20 mph speed limits in vicinity of schools and reminded that strict
adherence to all speed limits is a legal requirement

- Where possible, reduce the number of deliveries by winning material via use of onsite borrow pits
and utilisation of locally based quarries

- Where feasible, abnormal loads will be delivered outwith peak traffic times (in convoy and under
escort)

- Maintain communication with local residents to ensure awareness of when abnormal loads and
concrete deliveries are expected to occur (text message)
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Appendix 25: Letter of Transport Commitment to Melvich Community Council

‘-2 Statkraft

Mr Andrew Mackay POSTAL ADDRESS
. Statkraft UK Ltd

Cha",' " 1 West Regent Street

Melvich Community Council o oo

By email: k47nnj@aol.com
PHONE:
+44 (0)141 483 1986

~ INTERNET:
www statkraft.co.uk

DATE: E-MAIL:

30 November 2020 ukprojects@statiraft.com

Ackron Wind Farm - Construction Traffic
Dear Mr Mackay

As promised, following our meeting with the Community Council on 15 October 2020, we have listened to the
concerns raised by members regarding the use of the A897 during construction, and worked to put them to rest.

We have studied the solution that you asked us to put in place, for the duration of the construction period, of a
restriction on Ackron Wind Farm traffic on the A897 — which would be included in construction contracts with
contractors. The construction period is anticipated to last approximately 15 months, and we have discussed
these with Officers at The Highland Council as the Local Planning Authority.

| am very pleased to be able to confirm, that should Ackron Wind Farm be consented, a restriction will indeed be
placed on construction traffic to and from the site, using the AB97. As requested by the members of Melvich
Community Council, this restriction will include the movement of heavy goods vehicles (HGVs) and light goods
vehicles (LGVs) including vans and cars, from utilising the A897 between Helmsdale and the Project site
entrance, during the construction period of the Project.

To capture this commitment we will include this restriction in the actual planning application documents, and if
consent is granted, will be included in the Balance of Plant contract. This will provide everything that the Melvich
Community Council members requested with regard to transport: a stop on HGVs, cars and vans using the A897
by contractors working on the Ackron Wind Farm project, and for this to be specified in our planning application
and captured in the construction contract.

As discussed, exceptions shall be granted to sub-contractors living or staying along the A897 and the B871
roads, to ensure that local accommodation businesses on these roads are not affected by the above restriction.
This will also ensure that sub-contractors are not discouraged from staying in accommodation along the A897
and the B871, Benefits will also include minimising carbon footprint of these movements.

For absolute clarity, a very small section of the A837 (approx. 200m) will be required in order to access the
Project from the A836 to the north; however, this will not cause significant impact along the road due to the
limited length of road that will be utilised

As you will be aware, this commitment will be subject to planning authority approval. We thank all members of
Melvich Community Council for providing us with such helpful guidance and feedback on the issues that are
important locally, which in turn has led to us making this unique commitment to you.

Yours sincerely,

Richard Mardon
Head of Business and Project Development, UK Wind and Solar

Ackron Wind Farm Ltd

December 2020
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