11 December 2020

Artfield Forest
Wind Farm

Public Consultation
Report

24 August - 16 November 2020

s ..3;.'"

Berry Burn Wind Farm, Forres.




ARTFIELD FOREST WIND FARM — PUBLIC CONSULTATION REPORT
11 December 2020

Page 2

ABOUT ARTFIELD FOREST WIND FARM

Artfield Forest Wind Farm is a proposal for a 12 wind turbine project, located approximately 8km northeast
of Glenluce, within the administration boundary of Dumfries and Galloway Council.

A programme of community engagement and consultation for the proposal commenced in May 2020. The
engagement and consultation was held primarily online, adhering to Scottish Government advice in relation
to Covid-19.

INITIAL CONSULATION PERIOD

It was important to provide communities with several opportunities to engage with the project and the
project team during Covid-19 restrictions. To achieve this, a dedicated project website was made available
to the public earlier than usual, launched when the scoping request was first submitted.

The host and neighbouring community councils within Dumfries and Galloway were directly contacted and
offered an opportunity to virtually meet the development team, to find out more about the proposal and
have seek their feedback on the consultation approach before the wider community were contacted.

THE CONSULATION PERIOD

This report presents the findings of the feedback received during the consultation period 24/08/2020 and
16/11/2020 via the virtual public exhibition and non-digital sources such as postal feedback forms.
Responses submitted after this date will continue to be evaluated and responded to, if required. The timing
of the consultation period activity fell in line with the traditional development steps of a project, engaging
and consulting with surrounding communities ahead of submitting a formal planning application.

It is intended to submit a Section 36 application for the proposed Artfield Forest Wind Farm to the Scottish
Government in early 2021.

PROJECT SUMMARY KEY FACTS

Community
No. of Max Blade Tip Installed Capacity Estimated Fund
Turbines Heights (MW) Generation (per year)
(homes equivalent)*
Over Estimated
Artfield Forest 12 180m 67.2 60,000 £336,000
homes* per year*

* Based on 12 x 5.6MW turbines, onsfte wind speed
measurements and average household consumption
of 3618k\Wh pa (BEIS 2019)

** Based on Scottish Government's recommendation
for £5,000 per MW of installed capacity.

::;D Statkraft
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ADVERTISING THE PUBLIC CONSULTATION

Consultation on the proposed Artfield Forest Wind Farm was held from 24 August to 16 November 2020.
A dedicated consultation website was set up, which could be accessed via a link from the Artfield Forest
project website.

The event was publicised in various ways, including:

Local press: Advertised in the Dumfries & Galloway Standard over a two week period (appendix 1);
Local social media: Online advert on Stranraer & Wigtownshire Free Press social media for a week
(hardcopy of the paper not printed during Covid) (appendix 1);

Community mail out/direct mail: Mailing to over 900 homes within 10km of the site with details of
how to take part in the consultation (appendix 2 and 3). Feedback cards and freepost envelopes, for
residents who would prefer to write back, rather than go online, were included in the mailing (appendix
4);

Engaging local representatives: Writing to local elected representatives, including the host and
neighbouring Community Councils and local ward members within Dumfries and Galloway — in line with
Community Councils listed by the Energy Consents Unit (see appendix 2);

Community Council social media: Community Councils kindly helped to publicise via their Facebook
pages; and

Dedicated project website: news of the consultation was available on the Artfield Forest project
website throughout the consultation period, and all those subscribed to receive news updates were
notified.

The information contained in the online consultation included:

Exhibition boards: This is the project information usually presented at village hall exhibitions;
Pre-recorded videos: To introduce the project team and addressing key aspects of the project;
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ’s): To help address the key questions visitors may have when
visiting the consultation website for the first time. This section was frequently updated to include
responses to new queries raised by attendees;

Predicted Viewpoints: A ‘slider tool’ allowed visitors to easily compare and contrast the current
landscape with a photomontage of the predicted view from a number of selected viewpoints;

Live Q&A sessions: Several opportunities provided to join a live, online chat with the project team
throughout the online exhibition;

Request an appointment: A ‘call-back’ function on the website provided the opportunity to request a
one-to-one conversation with the Project Manager; and

Online feedback forms: To leave feedback and comments or to ask the Project Team questions.

The project information displayed will continue to be available on the project website, which is continually being
updated with the latest project information.
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SUMMARY OF CONSULTATION RESPONSES

This section of the report provides an overview of the feedback received during the consultation period for
Artfield Forest Wind Farm (24 August to 16 November).

Over 223 visits were recorded to the dedicated project website.

64 feedback forms were returned from the community mailing, providing an important source of information
for the project team to understand the communities position on the proposal. A summary of the quantitative
and qualitative feedback received from the feedback forms is provided below.

The online and postal feedback form contained several questions:

Figure 1: Do you think this is an acceptable location for a wind farm?

Percentage
mYes

Unsure
mNo

Based on 70 responses.

2) statkraft
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Figure 2: Is bringing improved broadband to the area of interest to you?

Percentage
mYes

Unsure
mNo

Based on 64 responses.

Figure 3: Is Shared Ownership of interest to you?

Percentage
mYes
Unsure
mNo

Based on 69 responses.

Shared ownership is a relatively new proposal for communities and some of the uncertainty around this
may be because not enough is known about what shared ownership may entail for communities. To
answer some of the questions respondents may have regarding this opportunity a virtual roundtable event
is being arranged with Local Energy Scotland to discuss shared ownership in more detail with community
representatives.

13 Statkraft
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KEY TOPICS RAISED FROM THE CONSULTATION

Overall feedback received from residents showed majority support for our proposal. However, some
residents do not support the project, and we thought it would be useful to outline the main topics raised,
along with a summary of our responses. All comments made have been taken into account as we finalise
our application.

All those who submitted a question or comment received a response, within the limits of data protection
principles.

WILL THERE BE A LOCAL ENERGY DISCOUNT SCHEME?

Interest for a local energy discount scheme, similar to those provided by other wind farm schemes in the
area, was raised by several respondents.

If the project is consented, a Community Benefit Fund of £5,000 per MW installed will be established.
Based on the current proposal, this would deliver a fund of £336,000 per annum for the lifetime of the
project. Statkraft aim to have maximum flexibility regarding how community funds are used, as it is
recognised communities best understand how funds could be utilised to meet local needs and ambitions.

The ideas in relation to an electricity discount scheme will be passed across to community councils and if
an electricity discount scheme, or similar, is preferred by communities this can then be considered in detail.

THERE ARE ALREADY ENOUGH/TOO MANY WIND FARMS IN THE AREA

While the majority of feedback showed residents felt that this was a good location for a wind farm, several
respondents raised concerns about the potential cumulative impact of the project in the area. Less than
10% of the land area in Scotland is suitable for large onshore wind farms. This presents a great opportunity
for Dumfries & Galloway to be at the forefront of Scotland’s net zero ambitions.

As developers it is good to hear and understand what local people think of wind farm developments in the
area. The challenge for developers and for the Artfield Forest project has been to find the right balance
between maximising the electricity output of a site and blending in with the existing landscape.

The cumulative impact of the project will be assessed in detail as part of the planning application, and all of
these assessments will be made available in the planning application (and on our website).

WILL THERE BE ANY OPPORTUNITIES FOR LOCAL BUSINESSES?

Statkraft are committed to working with the local supply chain and is already working with several Dumfries
& Galloway companies on the construction of our Windy Rig and Twentyshilling Hill projects.

As an existing member of Dumfries and Galloway Chamber of Commerce, work will continue with them
and other business groups in the area to ensure local suppliers are aware of the opportunities from our
projects. Local businesses have been invited to register their details on our Local Supplier Database.

Should the project gain consent, 'Meet the Developer' events for businesses will be organised

;_'-D Statkraft
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WHAT WILL THE IMPACT BE ON WILDLIFE?

Independent experts have carried out and rigorously assessed detailed onsite wildlife surveys and the
potential effects on birds, sensitive habitats and on protected species, including bats and water voles.

Biodiversity was a key consideration at the project design stage, and subsequently significant adverse
impacts on wildlife and important habitats will be avoided through careful planning.

All the reports which can be made publicly available in relation to wildlife will be included with the planning
application documents. Some information relating to sensitive species is confidential and can only be
shared with particular statutory consultees.

WILL YOU BE FELLING ANY TREES AND IF SO, WILL YOU BE REPLACING THEM?

The proposed wind farm is situated within an extensive area of commercial forestry whereby felling and
replanting is common. If the project is consented, some tree felling will be required to facilitate the wind
farm infrastructure, but we will seek to minimise felling. In Scotland, there is a legal requirement to replant
any felled areas which are to be kept clear for the duration of the wind farm. The legal requirement will be
fulfilled for this project, and detailed information on the proposed replanting will be publicly available in the
planning application documents.

INTERESTED IN FINDING OUT MORE ABOUT BROADBAND

Bringing improved broad band to the area is of interest to the majority of respondents. High quality
broadband is required to operate wind farms, including Artfield Forest Wind Farm, should it be consented.

Statkraft are the only developer to commit to funding a broadband feasibility study for each of its onshore
wind farm development projects. This will assess the potential for fibre and wireless line of sight
broadband, required for an operational wind farm, to benefit the local and wider community as well. If there
is an opportunity for our wind farms to help improve broadband connections for residents/businesses in the
area, then we would be happy to explore this with the community.

Statkraft have commissioned a feasibility study which can be used to start discussions with local residents
and their elected representatives, where interest is shown by local communities. Feedback received has
shown there is significant interest from local respondents to improve broadband in the area and
discussions will be followed up.

;_'-D Statkraft
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NEXT STEPS
As the application for our planning submission is finalised, the next steps for local engagement are:

e Continue to receive feedback and respond to queries.

e Liaise and review with our technical team regarding project-specific feedback.

e Progress setting up a shared ownership (virtual) roundtable with Local Energy Scotland to provide more
information to those in the community interested in shared ownership opportunities.

e Follow up with community stakeholders regarding the potential for enhanced access to broadband by
sharing the findings of the feasibility study.

e Continue to engage with elected representatives, community councils and local residents to keep them
updated on progress.

e Respond to correspondence and calls from local residents.

e Recording and storing all comments made regarding suggestions for community benefit funding.

e Continue to update our project website www.artfield-forest.co.uk

-';) Statkraft

Statkraft UK

1 West Regent Street
Glasgow

G2 1RW

www.artfield-forest.co.uk

é) Statkraft
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APPENDIX 1

NEWS PAPER PUBLIC NOTICE: DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY STANDARD WEEK 1: 21.08.20
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Invitation to Artfield Forast Wind Farm
Virtual Public Exhibition

Wi invita you o attend a virhml public sxhibition for our Artficld Forast
'Wind Farm proposals.

Ini ling with Scotfish Gowernment guidance for onling consultation dua
to tha Cowid-19 pandamic, wo will hold an orling public axhibition for
Statieraft UK's Artheld Forost Wind Farm. 'Wo ara commitiod to stening io
commiuritios a5 we 5ok to shaps our bedaira it is finalissd.
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Plonsg visit wwwartfiold-forest.oo uk for furthar details or by wsing the
contact datnils balow.
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NEWS PAPER PUBLIC NOTICE: DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY STANDARD WEEK 2: 25.08.20

Public Notices

@Statkraft ' i .
b it FISH470OBS BRLLLLNUALUIL:

\ )
|

:;:;:-,-.nm.ndp&umuuhﬁu:a- Find mere jubs [ie these ou fisbdjebe cu.ck MURDER
i lre wih Scotish Govemment gudance tor ondre consutston due . . » ?

Sasoraft UKy Artfickd 5 Wiewd Farm, Wi d 15 ksteneng 1o
CommrISes 35 we Seck 10 shaps our development beloms £ = fnafised.
Ow corsubation weban wil bo be fom 24 Augest 2000 wih

sxhibition materals, dadicated lve O seasions and an opportunity
5 bock cnetocre calls 1o ek Srough the proposals « please wat

AN ILLEGAL
INVESTIGATION.

If you had everything to lose, how far
would you go to expose the truth?

muummnuwm.
Plosss visit wew, wh for huthor dotads or by wing $o
cortinct details below.

G sheukd bo mads 1 Statkrah UK ard 4o » formsd

Ao opp Wty 10 maks 8 formal wil et 4
* mbsequent planning appication s made. Thark you and we hope you
can tho pant n the conmtation owerts.

i
il

i
i
i

::_m:
Oweens ¥ L

il

W 'w not pechng you o aTve Wit
w e

il
+
it

|

i
H
HiK

i

Bl
g

s }
G1207 194 301 / 07938 712 006

[ roquired |
| Milk 150 cows
Twice

daily
Call 07525834423 Lockerbie

ﬁ': AT THE REART OF THE REAL [RA =
e AN ORDINARY MAN,
AN EXTRAGRDINARY SPY

ot dom't cllthem 2 PERFECT FOR FANS

howEASY ¢ —

S n OF JO NESBO

=
]

:

New &

improved. Order Biock Wolf in paperback for anly £5.99
Tryit, it's [RRP £8.99) vinth olfer code RBS.
ga‘yn SpY Free P&P on orders over £15
o SPY Call 01256 302 699 or order o-dine ot
mirretbooks.co.uk
S e b ey 0 pmemA by (LT
L L Y W R e
iy CL 0P O 0% ok L L OO0 200 0T ﬂ
 ptw e o mdveAm T Ut spen £ 30amet 30pe Wan

TRV Caeen LT Al Seted i W

=) Statkraft



ARTFIELD FOREST WIND FARM — PUBLIC CONSULTATION REPORT
11 December 2020

Page 11

ONLINE PUBLIC NOTICE: STRANRAER AND WIGTOWNSHIRE FREE PRESS 1 WEEK: 24.08.20

free Stranraer and Wigtownshire Free Press
Prgse 24 August - Q

ADVERT: Find out about a proposed wind farm near Glenluce.

'a Statkraft

Invitation to Artfield Forest Wind Farm
Virtual Public Exhibition

Wo imvile you 10 attend & virual public exhibion for our Artfield Forost Wind Farm
proposals. located Blun northeast of Glerduce

In §no with Scottsh Government gusdance for online consultaton due 10 the Covid-19
pandemic, we will hold an onbine pubic exhitxton for Statkraft UIK's Arteld Forest Wind
Farm. We are committed 10 istening 10 communites as we seek o shape our
development before t s fnalned

Ouwr consultation webste wil be ve from 24 August 2020 with exhibiion materials,
dedcated tve O8A sessions and an opporuntty 10 book one-lo-one calls 10 talk theough
he proposals - please it www artfield forest co.uk for more information. whare 8 ek
10 the onire consuilation will De avalatie

We will be accepting consultation foedback untl 18 September 2020. Ploase visit
wwvw artiels-forest o uk for further details o by using the contact Gelals below

Comments should be made 10 Statiralt UK and do not constitute a formal ropresontation.
An opportunty 1o make a formal representation wil wost f a subsequent planning
apphcaton @ made. Thank you and we NOPe you Can ke Part » the consultation everts

Website: www.artfield-forest.co.uk
Project Hotline: 0800 772 0668
Write to: Freepost Statkraft (no stamp required)
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APPENDIX 2
10KM LOCAL CONSULTATION ZONE

For Artfield Forest Wind Farm, we have primarily focused our engagement in the communities nearest the
proposals, as well as notifying communities further afield.

. \
| [ 7
\ | 2/
) oA e Baghilms<4

g ~

Y ~" { \Cree Valley

New Luce e Kirkcowan

Old Luce ,
10km radius

r

The site is located in the Mid-Galloway & Wigtown West ward and the community councils in the area are
large geographical areas. The map outlines our focus area, which has been within a 10km radius of the
site. Key things to note include:

The Artfield Forest site boundary covers two Community Council areas: Kirkcowan and New Luce.
The majority of the 10km radius area is covered by Kirkcowan Community Council, New Luce
Community Council and Old Luce Community Council, with Cree Valley Community Council and
Barrhill Community Council also within 10km of the site.

e The Mid-Galloway & Wigtown West electoral ward covers the four Dumfries & Galloway
Community Council areas illustrated.

e The Girvan & South Carrick ward (South Ayrshire Council) covers the 10km boundary area of
Barrhill Community Council area - we have focused engagement in Dumfries & Galloway as the
key consultee local authority to the proposals.

;_'-D Statkraft



ARTFIELD FOREST WIND FARM - PUBLIC CONSULTATION REPORT

11 December 2020

Page 13

APPENDIX 3

MAILING:

We're innovative and
community focused

Statkraft is dedicated to engaging with
communities and finding different ways
10 bring positive benefits.

We want o talk to you about how our
project can bring new investment to your
community. We are open to your ideas.

Community Benefit Fund

We are committed to a Community
Benefit Fund that delivers £5,000
per MW installed as per Scottish
Government recommendation.

If consented, the project will generate
over £330,000 peryear for local
groups and initiatives.

Shared Ownership

We are open to offering Shared
Ownership on our projects, if there

is local interest. We would like to hear
your views on enabling the community
to have afinancial share in the project.

Please return the freepost
reply card provided.

Phone the project hotline: %
0800 772 0668

Stakran UK td

1 West Regent Streat
Glasgow

G2 1RW

444(0)141483 1986

2) statkraft

Improved Broadband

Join our online exhibition to find out
more about our feasibility study to gauge
the potential opportunity for this project
to facilitate improved broadband access.

Local supply chain

We want to work with local businesses
1o deliver our projects. Visit our project
website for information on how local
businesses can register their interest.

Invitation to Virtual Exhibition:
24 August - 18 September 2020

Join our onine public exhibition: me et the team and have your say.

2) statkraft

Artfield Forest Wind Farm Proposal

We would like to tell you more about ourselves and our proposal
for a sustainable energy project, including community investment
and improved broadband potential in your area.

We are bringing forward proposals for Artfield Forest Wind
Farm, located appraximately 8km northeast of Glenluce.
In line with Scottish Government advice in relation to

‘www.artfield-forest.co.uk @

Covid-19, we are holding a series of online consultation

events, where you can find out more about the plans and

help shape the project.

1 West Regent Street, @

Glasgow, G2 1RW About Us
Statkraft Is Europe’s largest generator of renewable energy,

..... with origins going back 125 years in Norweglan hydro power.
Our Scottish headquarters are in Glasgow and we have 4000
> scottishrenewables® employees across 17 countries.
T

SHOMBER www.statkraft.co.uk

Artfield Forest Wind Farm Proposal

Project Summary

Upto12
wind turbines
proposed

Upto £336,000

£336K & e

A maximum
height
Exciting new
‘opportunity to
talk about shared
ownership and
local suppliers
Potential
A for improved
- broadband
[ ] provision
+Based on 12x 5.6MW turbines,

and £5,000 per MW installed.

Community engagement is very important to us.

We would like to invite you to our online public exhibition. We are committed to listening
o communities as we seek to shape our development before it is finalised.

We believe there could be an exciting opportunity for
our project to bring improved broadband to the area.
Please visit our online exhibition to find out more.

'Q Statkraft

Online Exhibition:
www.artfield-forest.co.uk

Our exhibition is being held
online due to COVID19
restrictions in place.

The exhibition will be
available to visit between
24 August - 18 September.

Ask questions, chat online
or book a phone call

Live chat sessions with
the project team

Visit exhibition
by joining:
www.artfield-forest.co.uk

You can find out more about our
projects and the way we work at
www.statkraft.co.uk

INVITATION TO ARTFIELD FOREST WIND FARM ONLINE CONSULTATION

13 Statkraft
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APPENDIX 4

ARTFIELD FOREST WIND FARM CONSULATION FREEPOST FEEDBACK FORM

Q Statkraft

ARTFIELD
FOREST
WIND FARM

If you are unable to take part
in our online exhibition, please

use this form to let us know your

views or ask any questions.
We will respond to all queries
as quickly as possible.

PRIVACY STATEMENT

Respect for privacy and personal data protection

is part of Statkraft's corporate culture. This enables
us to maintsin an ervironment where our customers,
wendors and other stakeholders can trust Statkraft
to process their personal data.

Our online privacy statement explains how, why and
for how long Statkraft processes your persanal deta.
Go to httpy//bit.ly/SKU

Please tell us what you think — complete and return in the envelope provided

Do you think that the country needs to generate
maore electricity from renewable sources?

YES |:| NO |:| UNSURE |:|

Do you agree that onshore wind power is a good

way to help achieve this?
UNSURE |:|

YES I:' NO |:|

Do you think that this site is an acceptable location

for a wind farm?
ves [ | no [ | uNsuRe ||

We are actively exploring the potential to assist
in bringing improved broadband to the area. Is this

of interest to you?
UNSURE D

YES D NO D

We are open to offering Shared Ownership on our
projects. If this project went ahead, would this be

of interest?
YES |:| NO |:| UNSURE |:|

Your questions and comments:

continue overleaf...

Yes, please respond to my comment and
advise when the project is submitted

No, | don't want to receive project news
Title: Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms
Name:

Address:

Postcode:
Email:

Tel:
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APPENDIX 5

This appendix outlines the elected representatives we have communicated with during the engagement
and/or consultation phases.

HOST AND NEIGHBOURING COMMUNITY COUNCILS WITHIN DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY
Kirkcowan Community Council

New Luce Community Council

Old Luce Community Council

Cree Valley Community Council

MID GALLOWAY AND WIGTWON WEST WARD MEMBERS

Councillor Katie Hagmann

Councillor David Inglis

Councillor Jackie McCamon

Councillor Jim McColm

MEMBER OF THE SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT

Finlay Carson MSP

:‘Q Statkraft



