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Technical Appendix 11.2: Designated Cultural Heritage Settings Appraisal 

1.1 Introduction 

Utilising current legislation, policy and guidance as set out in Chapter 11: Cultural Heritage, this report shall aim to screen nationally significant designated 
heritage assets for potential significant impacts as a result of the proposed development. An initial appraisal of Designated Heritage Assets was conducted at 
Scoping with a 10km study area. 

In line with consultation responses from Historic Environment Scotland (HES), a 10km Study Area has been employed for nationally significant designated 
heritage assets. A 5km Study Area was employed for sites of a regional significance. Appraisal of assets outwith the 10km study area have been included, as 
assessed in consultation, to agree the scoping out of setting impacts outwith the 10km study area.  

Building on the initial appraisal carried out at scoping, a screening exercise has been employed to identify assets where there may be a significant effect. The 
results of this study are presented in this appendix. 

1.2 Methodology 

Screening 

Assets that are included in the screening are assets of the Highest or High heritage significance, as set out Chapter 11.   

The screening process has taken into account the following factors:  

• The type of monument and it’s setting that likely contributes factors to its significance.  

• Blade Tip Zones of Theoretical Visibility (ZTVs) (Figure 11.2) to determine the potential visibility from the heritage assets or, where relevant, in 
combination with them.  

• The distance of the assets from the proposed turbines.  

Aspects of archaeological, architectural or historical value are not considered in this report as they are intrinsic values of the assets. There is no potential for 
such aspects to be affected by the Proposed Development, unless the asset is placed within the site boundary. These aspects are not therefore considered 
here for assets outwith the site boundary and the exercise below concentrates on visual relationships, such as setting, that contribute to cultural significance. 

Results 

The following results have been broken down as per their designation category. 

  



CARN FEARNA WIND FARM   EIA REPORT 
TECHNICAL APPENDIX 11.2  

DESIGNATED CULTURAL HERITAGE 
SETTINGS APPRAISAL 

 

 

Page 1 

 

Table 11.2.1 : Scheduled Monument Appraisals 

Designation 
Reference 

Designation Title Designation 
Type 

Predicted Visibility of 
turbines using ZTV (0-9) 

Distance to nearest 
turbine (km) 

Direction 
from site 

Appraisal comments 

SM2397 Preas Mairi, chambered 
cairn 

Scheduled 
Monument 

9 6.7 Southeast The asset is located along the eastern bank of Black Water, 
sitting within the lower levels of the Black Water Valley. Often 
placed as markers along watercourses, as well as acting as 
burial monuments, cairns would have been highly visible when 
approaching through the landscape. The proposed 
development is anticipated to be fully visible from the asset, 
as well as within these approaches to and from the asset 
along the Black Water river. However, due to the orientation of 
the valley, the proposed development will be peripheral to any 
key views along these approaches. Furthermore, the asset 
sits within a wider prehistoric landscape and shares potential 
intervisibility with a nearby contemporary cairn (SM2466). The 
orientation of the windfarm means that the proposed turbines 
will not impact the intervisibility between the assets. As such, 
the Proposed Development is not predicted to impact the 
ability to understand, appreciate, and experience the asset. It 
is excluded from further assessment. 

SM2720 Little Garve, bridge over 
Black Water 

Scheduled 
Monument 

0-4 2.4 West Scoped in for detailed assessment.   

SM11056 Carn na Buaile, fort 
750m NNW of Comrie, 
Contin 

Scheduled 
Monument 

9 5.4 South The asset functioned as a domestic and defensive settlement 
on the slopes to the north of the River Conon and the 
associated valley, with the approach from the south. The 
asset’s setting comprises its location above the valley and the 
River Conon, over which it would have had command and 
control, as well as a natural defensive position.  

There is potential of 9 turbines visible from the asset itself, but 
there are no turbines anticipated to be visible along 
approaches to and from the asset through the valley. Any 
views of turbines from the asset would be peripheral to these 
key views, and would not effect the ability to understand, 
appreciate or experience the asset and its setting. There are 
no predicted impacts upon the significance of the asset and 
therefore it will be excluded from further assessment.  

SM3987 Loch Kinellan, crannog Scheduled 
Monument 

0 5.7 Southeast Due to the asset falling outwith the ZTV, it is scoped out of 
further assessment. In addition, the proposed development is 
not anticipated to impact on the ability to understand or 
appreciate the shared intervisibility between contemporary 
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Designation 
Reference 

Designation Title Designation 
Type 

Predicted Visibility of 
turbines using ZTV (0-9) 

Distance to nearest 
turbine (km) 

Direction 
from site 

Appraisal comments 

assets (e.g., SM2397, SM2466) in the factors which contribute 
to their significance.  

SM4728 Firth View, settlement 
1300m NW of 

Scheduled 
Monument 

0-9 7.3 East These prehistoric settlements are located on a south-eastern 
facing slope above the River Sgitheach. The assets are 
separated by approximately 250m. 

The setting of these assets comprises the strategic elevated 
position in which they are located, controlling the Sgitheach 
valley to the south, which runs east to west. Furthermore, the 
steep slope upon which they sit would form a natural defence. 
Key approaches to the assets would be along the Sgitheach 
valley. Due to their proximity, intervisibility between the two 
assets was likely to have been important.  

There is a possible visibility of 0-9 proposed turbines from 
these assets, with a range of visibility of 0-9 turbines along the 
key approaches. Due to the distance of proposed 
development from the assets, it is not anticipated to impact on 
any intervisibility between them. The proposed development is 
likely to be a minor distraction at most to any key views to and 
from the asset, and there is no anticipated impact on the 
ability to appreciate, understand or experience the asset. 

It is therefore scoped out of further assessment.  

SM10495 Strath Sgitheach, 
settlement NW of Cnoc 
a'Mhuilinn 

Scheduled 
Monument 

0-9 7.9 East 

SM1667 Achilty, henge, Contin Scheduled 
Monument 

0 5.0 South Due to the asset falling outwith the ZTV, it is scoped out of 
further assessment. In addition, the proposed development is 
not anticipated to impact on the ability to understand or 
appreciate the shared intervisibility between contemporary 
assets (e.g., SM13745) in the factors which contribute to their 
significance.  

SM1676 Clach an Tiompain, 
symbol stone 

Scheduled 
Monument 

0 6.1 Southeast Due to the asset falling outwith the ZTV, it is scoped out of 
further assessment. In addition, the proposed development is 
not anticipated to impact on the ability to understand or 
appreciate the shared intervisibility between contemporary 
assets in the factors which contribute to their significance. 

SM1672 Knock Farril, fort, 
Knockfarrel, Fodderty 

Scheduled 
Monument 

9 7.8 Southeast The asset is scoped in for detailed assessment.    
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Designation 
Reference 

Designation Title Designation 
Type 

Predicted Visibility of 
turbines using ZTV (0-9) 

Distance to nearest 
turbine (km) 

Direction 
from site 

Appraisal comments 

SM2312 Heights of Brae, 
chambered cairn 375m 
NNW of Firth View 

Scheduled 
Monument 

8 7.9 East The asset is scoped in for detailed assessment.  

SM2396 Balnacrae, chambered 
cairn 230m WSW of 

Scheduled 
Monument 

0 10.1 East Due to the asset falling outwith the ZTV, it is scoped out of 
further assessment. In addition, the proposed development is 
not anticipated to impact on the ability to understand or 
appreciate the shared intervisibility between contemporary 
assets (e.g., SM2466, SM3839) in the factors which contribute 
to their significance. 

SM2466 Clachan Corrach, 
chambered cairn 375m 
E of Beallach Farm 

Scheduled 
Monument 

9 7.6 Southeast The asset is scoped in for detailed assessment.   

SM3839 Brahan Wood, 
chambered cairn 835m 
NW of Brahan House 

Scheduled 
Monument 

0 9.7 Southeast Due to the asset falling outwith the ZTV, it is currently scoped 
out of further assessment. In addition, the proposed 
development is not anticipated to impact on the ability to 
understand or appreciate the shared intervisibility between 
contemporary assets (e.g., SM2396, SM2396) in the factors 
which contribute to their significance. 

SM13645 Heights of Brae, boulder 
containing prehistoric 
rock art, 110m SSE of 
Ivy Croft 

Scheduled 
Monument 

2 8.5 East The assets significance derives from its rare rock art class, 
with the potential to enhance our ability to further understand 
prehistoric rock art in Scotland. The asset has been moved 
from its original position, and as such, its setting no longer 
contributes to its significance. Any visibility of the turbines 
would have no impact on the ability to appreciate, understand 
or experience the asset. There are no predicted impacts upon 
the significance of the asset and therefore it will be excluded 
from further assessment. 

SM13745 Henge, 135m SW of 
Fiodh Mhor 

Scheduled 
Monument 

9 8.5 Southeast The asset is scoped in for detailed assessment.   

Cromarty Firth Grouping 

SM4579 Carn Mor, dun Prehistoric 
domestic 
and 
defensive: 
dun 

9 17.1 Southeast The asset is an Iron Age dun, positioned on a northwest 
facing slope at approximately 100m AOD. The asset 
overlooks the Cromarty Firth to the northwest, with long 
distance views towards the fertile river valleys at Strathpeffer 
and Conon Bridge to the southwest. 
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Designation 
Reference 

Designation Title Designation 
Type 

Predicted Visibility of 
turbines using ZTV (0-9) 

Distance to nearest 
turbine (km) 

Direction 
from site 

Appraisal comments 

The asset derives part of its significance from its setting.  

The assets placement above the Cromarty Firth would have 
allowed inhabitants to both monitor and control access inland. 
The Cromarty Firth is a key entry point into the mainland, with 
the River Conon and multiple straths surrounding it allowing 
for easy access further inland. Furthermore, the dun would 
have monitored the fertile land along the banks of the 
Cromarty Firth. The asset has long distance views towards the 
northern bank of the Cromarty Firth and may have played a 
part in monitoring access along both sides of the water.  

The asset sits within a wider Iron Age defensive landscape, 
with two duns in proximity along the south bank. 
Drummondreach Dun (SM3655) is located c.2.4km to the 
southwest and Findon Cottage dun (SM2966) located c.1.8km 
to the northeast. These duns may have formed part of a 
defensive network along the southern bank of the Cromarty 
Firth and visual connection between them would have been 
important. There are no duns recorded within the HER on the 
northern bank of the Cromarty Firth, which would fall within 
the immediate viewshed from Carn Mor Dun, and as such a 
visual connection between any contemporaneous assets on 
the north bank of the firth cannot be established in this 
direction. 

The asset would also have been visible when approaching 
along the Cromarty Firth, with views when approaching from 
both the southwest and northeast significant to the asset. 

The ZTV indicates that all proposed turbines would be visible 
from the asset. The proposed development would not be 
present within views between the nearby contemporary duns, 
nor within views when approaching the asset along the 
Cromarty Firth from the southwest. The proposed 
development would be present within views when travelling 
along the firth from the northeast, however, the proposed 
developments placement on the opposite bank of the firth 
ensures that it would not be a distraction to understanding the 
reasoning for the placement of the asset on the south bank.  

The proposed development would be most visible when 
looking towards the north bank of the Cromarty Firth, being 
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Designation 
Reference 

Designation Title Designation 
Type 

Predicted Visibility of 
turbines using ZTV (0-9) 

Distance to nearest 
turbine (km) 

Direction 
from site 

Appraisal comments 

placed in peripheral views to the northwest. The placement of 
the turbines on the periphery of views and the distance at 
which they would sit would mean that, whilst present, they 
would create a minor distraction at most to the ability to 
understand, appreciate and experience the asset and its 
control over the firth. The views directly to the north and to the 
fertile land at the mouth of the Conon River would be 
unobstructed and would not be impacted. Whilst visible, views 
of the location of the proposed development are not 
considered integral to the asset’s setting and any incidental 
views of the proposed development would not cause an 
impact on the assets setting. The asset is therefore scoped 
out of further assessment.  

SM3655 Drummondreach, dun 
400m E of 

Prehistoric 
domestic 
and 
defensive: 
dun 

9 15.3 Southeast The asset is an Iron Age dun, positioned on a northwest 
facing slope at approximately 100m AOD. The asset 
overlooks the Cromarty Firth to the northwest, with long 
distance views towards the fertile river valleys at Strathpeffer 
and Conon Bridge to the southwest. 

The asset derives part of its significance from its setting.  

The assets placement above the Cromarty Firth would have 
allowed inhabitants to both monitor and control access inland. 
The Cromarty Firth is a key entry point into the mainland, with 
the River Conon and multiple straths surrounding it allowing 
for easy access further inland. Furthermore, the dun would 
have monitored the fertile land along the banks of the 
Cromarty Firth. The asset has long distance views towards the 
northern bank of the Cromarty Firth and may have played a 
part in monitoring access along both sides of the water.  

The asset sits within a wider Iron Age defensive landscape, 
with Carn Mor dun (SM4579) located c.2.3km to the northeast. 
These duns may have formed part of a defensive network 
along the southern bank of the Cromarty Firth and visual 
connection between them would have been important. There 
are no duns recorded within the HER on the northern bank of 
the Cromarty Firth, which would fall within the immediate 
viewshed from Carn Mor Dun, and as such a visual 
connection between any contemporaneous assets on the 
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Designation 
Reference 

Designation Title Designation 
Type 

Predicted Visibility of 
turbines using ZTV (0-9) 

Distance to nearest 
turbine (km) 

Direction 
from site 

Appraisal comments 

northern bank of the firth cannot be established in this 
direction. 

The asset would also have been visible when approaching 
along the Cromarty Firth, with views when approaching from 
both the southwest and northeast significant to the asset. 

The ZTV indicates that all proposed turbines would be visible 
from the asset. The proposed development would not be 
present within views between the nearby contemporary duns, 
nor within views when approaching the asset along the 
Cromarty Firth from the southwest. The proposed 
development would be present within views when travelling 
along the firth from the northeast, however, the proposed 
developments placement on the opposite bank of the firth 
ensures that it would not be a distraction to understanding the 
placement of the asset on the south bank.  

The proposed development would be most visible when 
looking towards the north bank of the Cromarty Firth, being 
placed in peripheral views to the northwest. The placement of 
the turbines on the periphery of views and the distance at 
which they would sit, would mean that, whilst present, they 
would create a minor distraction at most to the ability to 
understand, appreciate and experience the asset and its 
control over the firth. The views directly to the north and to the 
fertile land at the mouth of the Conon River would be 
unobstructed. Whilst visible, views of the location of the 
proposed development are not considered integral to the 
asset’s setting and any incidental views of the proposed 
development would not cause an impact on the assets setting. 
The asset is therefore scoped out of further assessment.  

SM3146 Mulchaich, settlement 
400m NE of 

Secular: 
settlement, 
including 
deserted, 
depopulated 
and 
townships 

9 15.3 Southeast The asset is a post-medieval farmstead located in the fertile 
soils on the south bank on the Cromarty Firth. The asset is 
located close to the mouth of the River Conon, c.2.7km to the 
southwest. The assets significance derives in part from its 
contextual characteristics, primarily its immediate agricultural 
setting. As an agricultural and domestic asset, the inhabitants 
would have utilised the fertile soils and proximity to 
watercourses. The asset is well placed to be shielded from the 
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Designation 
Reference 

Designation Title Designation 
Type 

Predicted Visibility of 
turbines using ZTV (0-9) 

Distance to nearest 
turbine (km) 

Direction 
from site 

Appraisal comments 

environment, with higher ground to the south providing some 
degree of protection.  

HES’ response on the 28th of August 2024 indicates that the 
asset may have had a connection with peoples displaced from 
the inland straths to the west, or the seasonal movement of 
people from upland areas to the west to the lowland areas 
towards the east. These are associative characteristics which 
provide significance to the asset, and their spatial relationship 
provides the ability to understand and appreciate this 
connection. Whilst there is a degree of visibility of the general 
upland areas to the west from the asset, there is no indication 
that the location of the proposed development was of visual 
importance to those using the asset at the time of its 
construction. 

A visual connection with the proposed development’s location 
does not contribute to the assets significance.  

The ZTV indicates that there would be nine proposed turbines 
visible from the assets. The proposed turbines would not 
impact the ability to understand, appreciate or experience the 
connection between the asset and the surrounding fertile land 
and its agricultural surroundings. Whilst the turbines would be 
present within views to the northwest, they would not impact 
the ability to appreciate and understand the characteristics 
which contribute to its significance. It is therefore scoped out 
of further assessment.  

SM5696 Urquhart, Old Parish 
Church 

Ecclesiastic
al: church; 
Secular: 
mausoleum 

9 14.9 Southeast The asset comprises the remains of a post-medieval parish 
church, which potentially overlies an earlier medieval church. 
The asset derives its significance from its intrinsics 
characteristics, its archaeological potential to further our 
understanding on medieval and post-medieval ecclesiastical 
activity, and its associative characteristics from its potential 
relationship with the death of St Maelrubha in the early 8th 
century AD.  

The asset also derives its significance in part from its 
contextual characteristics, primarily its setting. The aspects of 
the assets setting which contribute to its significance are its 
placement within the parish of Urquhart. The earlier church 
may have had a connection to the area now known as 
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Designation 
Reference 

Designation Title Designation 
Type 

Predicted Visibility of 
turbines using ZTV (0-9) 

Distance to nearest 
turbine (km) 

Direction 
from site 

Appraisal comments 

Dingwall, however, the settlement at Dingwall likely originated 
as a Viking Settlement. As the Vikings first reached Scotland 
in the later 8th century AD, it is likely that the original church 
and the death of St Maelrubha predates the founding of 
Dingwall and that its positioning was not informed by its 
proximity to the larger settlement. The post-medieval church 
may have had some visual connection with the now 
established settlement of Dingwall, located northwest across 
the Cromarty Firth. Furthermore, the placement of the asset 
along the coast indicates that this may have been a key 
approach for those visiting the site. As such, views when 
approaching both from the northeast and southwest would 
have some significance.  

The ZTV indicates that nine proposed turbines would be 
visible from the asset.  

Long-distance views are not integral to the ability to 
understand, appreciate or experience the asset and its 
connection to its local parish of Urquhart and as such any 
views of the turbines would not impact this aspect of the 
assets setting. The proposed turbines would be present in 
views towards Dingwall from the asset. However, as the 
proposed development is offset from Dingwall with an obvious 
separation and the visual connection between the asset and 
the settlement would be maintained. Any views of the 
proposed development would be a minor distraction at most to 
the ability to understand, appreciate and experience the 
assets connection with the settlement. Furthermore, the 
placement of proposed turbines to the northwest would ensure 
that they would be peripheral in views when approaching 
along the coast towards the asset from the northeast. Whilst 
visible, views of the location of the proposed development are 
not considered integral to this aspect of the asset’s setting and 
any incidental views of the proposed development would not 
cause an impact; the coastal approach and the assets 
connection to it would remain intact. The asset is therefore 
scoped out of further assessment.  

SM1668 Teanagarin Cottage, 
henge 155m W of 

Prehistoric 
ritual and 

9 16.5 Southeast Scoped in for detailed assessment.   
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Designation 
Reference 

Designation Title Designation 
Type 

Predicted Visibility of 
turbines using ZTV (0-9) 

Distance to nearest 
turbine (km) 

Direction 
from site 

Appraisal comments 

funerary: 
henge 

SM3846 Whiteleys, chambered 
cairn 300m SW of Craig 
Ruadh 

Prehistoric 
ritual and 
funerary: 
chambered 
cairn 

9 11.0 Southeast The asset is a prehistoric funerary cairn, located on a 
northeast facing slope of an east facing ridge. The assets 
placement at an elevated position, c.100m AOD, affords views 
across the Cromarty Firth and the mouth of the River Conon, 
located to the east. Whilst the mound of the cairn is no longer 
visible from a distance as it has been extensively robbed, its 
placement above the firth and the river mouth indicates that it 
would have been visible when moving inland from the 
watercourses.  

The asset derives part of its significance from its contextual 
characteristics, primarily its setting formed by its elevated 
position in the landscape, its views over the Cromarty Firth 
and the river mouth and views when approaching the cairn 
along the watercourses. As a funerary cairn, the assets 
elevated placement may have been symbolic of the dead 
watching over the surrounding lowlands as well as allowing 
those moving through the landscape to feel watched over by 
the dead. The asset may also have worked as a land or 
boundary marker, with visibility when moving through the 
landscape being important. The asset does sit within a wider 
prehistoric landscape, however, due to the assets position 
within a bowl-like landscape feature which screens views to 
the north, south and west there is no anticipated intervisibility 
with nearby contemporary cairns (e.g., SM2466). 
Furthermore, the bowl-like feature restricts views of the wider 
landscape in all directions apart from towards the east, 
maintaining the focus of the asset towards the east. 

The ZTV indicates that nine proposed turbines would be 
visible from the asset, located to the northwest. Whilst turbine 
tips would be visible, views of the location of the proposed 
development are restricted due to the placement of the asset 
in the bowl-like feature and are not considered integral to the 
asset’s setting. Any incidental views of the proposed 
development would not cause an impact on the assets setting. 
The turbines would not be present within views from the asset 
to the east and would not impact the ability to understand, 
appreciate and experience the connection between the asset 
and views over the watercourses. There are extremely limited 
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Designation 
Reference 

Designation Title Designation 
Type 

Predicted Visibility of 
turbines using ZTV (0-9) 

Distance to nearest 
turbine (km) 

Direction 
from site 

Appraisal comments 

views of the turbines when approaching the cairn from the 
River Conon and the Cromarty Firth, due to the surrounding 
topography, and any visible turbine tips would be in the 
periphery of views towards the cairn. These few visible tips 
would not impact the ability to understand, appreciate, and 
experience the asset and its relationship with the approach 
through the surrounding landscape. The asset is therefore 
scoped out of further assessment.  

SM3145 Mulchaich, chambered 
cairn 80m NE of 
Auchencairn 

Prehistoric 
ritual and 
funerary: 
chambered 
cairn 

9 15.1 Southeast The asset is a prehistoric, chambered cairn, located at c.70m 
AOD on a northwest facing slope overlooking the Cromarty 
Firth and the mouth of the River Conon. The asset derives 
part of its significance from its contextual characteristics, 
primarily its setting formed by its elevated position in the 
landscape, its views over the Cromarty Firth and the river 
mouth and views when approaching the cairn along the 
watercourses. As a funerary cairn, the asset would have been 
a prominent and visible monument of remembrance within the 
landscape and would have had commanding views over the 
landscape to the northwest. The asset may also have worked 
as a land or boundary marker, with visibility when moving 
through the landscape being important. The asset is situated 
within a wider prehistoric landscape, with a cluster of 
potentially contemporaneous cairns located c.5km to the 
southwest. Due to the distance and surrounding topography, it 
is unlikely that these assets were intended to be visible from 
Mulchaich Cairn and the surrounding modern built 
environment ensures that their locations are no longer visible 
from the asset.  

The ZTV indicates that nine turbines would be present within 
views to the northeast. They would be present when 
overlooking the watercourses from the cairn, however, their 
placement to the west-northwest of the asset means that they 
would not dominate the skyline and cause a distraction to the 
ability to understand, appreciate, and experience the 
connection between the asset and the watercourses to the 
north. There are extremely limited views of the turbines when 
approaching the cairn from the River Conon and the Cromarty 
Firth, due to the surrounding topography, and any visible 
turbine tips would be in the periphery of views towards the 
cairn. Whilst visible, views of the location of the proposed 
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Designation 
Reference 

Designation Title Designation 
Type 

Predicted Visibility of 
turbines using ZTV (0-9) 

Distance to nearest 
turbine (km) 

Direction 
from site 

Appraisal comments 

development are not considered integral to this aspect of the 
asset’s setting and any incidental views of the proposed 
development would not cause an impact; the coastal 
approach and the assets connection to it would remain intact. 
The asset is therefore scoped out of further assessment.  

Conon Bridge and Muir of Ord Grouping 

SM4652 Muir of Conon, 
chambered cairn 630m 
ENE of East End 

Prehistoric 
ritual and 
funerary: 
chambered 
cairn 

9 14.6 Southeast The asset is a prehistoric funerary cairn, located on a 
northwest facing slope, overlooking the River Conon c.2km to 
the northwest. The mouth of the River Coron meets the 
Cromarty Firth c.5km to the northeast. The asset is situated 
within a prehistoric funerary landscape, with multiple cairns 
within the immediate vicinity (e.g., SM4565, SM4741).  

The asset derives its significance in part from its contextual 
characteristics, comprising its elevated position above the 
River Coron and the associated strath, proximity to the 
Cromarty Firth and its placement within a wider prehistoric 
funerary landscape. During its use, the cairn would have been 
a prominent and visible monument of remembrance within the 
landscape, particularly to those from within the strath to the 
northwest and would have commanded views over the strath 
and longer distance views to the Cromarty Firth.  

It is likely that the cairn was built to be approached and 
viewed when moving along the strath to the north of the cairn, 
positioning the cairn as a marker for those entering and 
leaving this part of the landscape.  

Due to the proximity of the cairn to the nearby 
contemporaneous assets, it is likely that intervisibility between 
them was significant, forming a prehistoric funerary complex. 

The ZTV indicates that nine turbine tips would be visible from 
the asset, located in views to the northwest of the cairn. The 
turbines would not be visible from the River Coron itself and 
are limited in the lower lying lands around its banks. This 
limited view extends out to the mouth of the river, where it 
connects to the Cromarty Firth. Any views of the turbines 
when approaching along the firth, the strath or the River As 
such, the proposed development would not impact the ability 
to understand, appreciate or experience the cairn as a 
funerary monument or marker within the landscape when 
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Designation 
Reference 

Designation Title Designation 
Type 

Predicted Visibility of 
turbines using ZTV (0-9) 

Distance to nearest 
turbine (km) 

Direction 
from site 

Appraisal comments 

approaching. The proposed development would not feature 
within views towards the nearby cairns to the east, south and 
north. However, in a bare earth scenario it would appear 
within reciprocal views from the cairns located to the east 
(SM3122), as well as in views to the assets to the west 
(SM4741). The surrounding landscape has a number of 
residential properties, farmsteads, and other modern elements 
of the built environment that mean that the relationship 
between these assets is no longer able to be experienced 
when viewing from ground level. As such, the addition of nine 
turbines within long distance views would have no further 
impact on this ability to understand, appreciate or experience 
the connection between the nearby prehistoric funerary 
assets. 

The proposed development would be present within long 
distance views to the northwest, however, due to their 
distance and placement outwith the strath they are not present 
within an aspect of the landscape which is integral to the 
asset’s setting. They are likely to create a minimal distraction 
at most to the ability to understand, appreciate and experience 
the commanding views of the cairn over the valley to the 
northwest. As such, they would not have an impact on the 
assets significance and the asset is scoped out of further 
assessment.     

SM4565 Drumrunie, chambered 
cairn 170m WNW of 
Drumrunie Cottage 

Prehistoric 
ritual and 
funerary: 
chambered 
cairn 

9 14.8 Southeast The asset is a prehistoric funerary cairn, located on a 
northwest facing slope, overlooking the River Conon c.2km to 
the northwest. The mouth of the River Coron meets the 
Cromarty Firth c.5km to the northeast. The asset is situated 
within a prehistoric funerary landscape, with multiple cairns 
within the immediate vicinity (e.g.., SM4652, SM4741).  

The asset derives its significance in part from its contextual 
characteristics, comprising its elevated position above the 
River Coron and the associated strath, proximity to the 
Cromarty Firth and its placement within a wider prehistoric 
funerary landscape. During its use, the cairn would have been 
a prominent and visible monument of remembrance within the 
landscape, particularly to those from within the strath to the 
northwest and would have commanded views over the strath 
and longer distance views to the Cromarty Firth.  
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Designation 
Reference 

Designation Title Designation 
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Predicted Visibility of 
turbines using ZTV (0-9) 

Distance to nearest 
turbine (km) 

Direction 
from site 

Appraisal comments 

It is likely that the cairn was built to be approached and 
viewed when moving along the strath to the north of the cairn, 
positioning the cairn as a marker for those entering and 
leaving this part of the landscape.  

Due to the proximity of the cairn to the nearby 
contemporaneous assets, it is likely that intervisibility between 
them was significant, forming a prehistoric funerary complex. 

The ZTV indicates that nine turbine tips would be visible from 
the asset, located in views to the northwest of the cairn. The 
turbines would not be visible from the River Coron itself and 
are limited in the lower lying lands around its banks. This 
limited view extends out to the Mouth of the river, where it 
connects to the Cromarty Firth. Any views of the turbines 
when approaching along the firth, the strath or the River As 
such, the proposed development would not impact the ability 
to understand, appreciate or experience the cairn as a 
funerary monument or marker within the landscape when 
approaching. The proposed development would not feature 
within views towards the nearby cairns to the east, south and 
north. However, in a bare earth scenario it would appear 
within reciprocal views from the cairns located to the east 
(SM3122), as well as in views to the assets to the west 
(SM4652, SM4741). The surrounding landscape has a 
number of residential properties, farmsteads, and other 
modern elements of the built environment that mean that the 
relationship between these assets is no longer able to be 
experienced when viewing from ground level. As such, the 
addition of nine turbines within long distance views would 
have no further impact on this ability to understand, appreciate 
or experience the connection between the nearby prehistoric 
funerary assets. 

The proposed development would be present within long 
distance views to the northwest, however, due to their 
distance and placement outwith the strath they are not present 
within an aspect of the landscape which is integral to the 
asset’s setting. They are likely to create a minimal distraction 
at most to the ability to understand, appreciate and experience 
the commanding views of the cairn over the valley to the 
northwest. As such, they would not have an impact on the 
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Designation 
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Designation Title Designation 
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Predicted Visibility of 
turbines using ZTV (0-9) 

Distance to nearest 
turbine (km) 

Direction 
from site 

Appraisal comments 

assets significance and the asset is scoped out of further 
assessment.      

SM3635 Balvaird, chambered 
cairn 250m E of Balvaird 
House 

Prehistoric 
ritual and 
funerary: 
chambered 
cairn 

9 14.5 Southeast The asset is a prehistoric funerary cairn, located on a 
northwest facing slope, overlooking the River Conon c.2km to 
the northwest. The mouth of the River Coron meets the 
Cromarty Firth c.5km to the northeast. The asset is situated 
within a prehistoric funerary landscape, with multiple cairns 
within the immediate vicinity (e.g.., SM4652, SM4741).  

The asset derives its signficance in part from its contextual 
characteristics, comprising its elevated position above the 
River Coron and the associated strath, proximity to the 
Cromarty Firth and its placement within a wider prehistoric 
funerary landscape. During its use, the cairn would have been 
a prominent and visible monument of remembrance within the 
landscape, particularly to those from within the strath to the 
northwest and would have commanded views over the strath 
and longer distance views to the Cromarty Firth.  

It is likely that the cairn was built to be approached and 
viewed when moving along the strath to the north of the cairn, 
positioning the cairn as a marker for those entering and 
leaving this part of the landscape.  

Due to the proximity of the cairn to the nearby 
contemporaneous assets, it is likely that intervisibility between 
them was significant, forming a prehistoric funerary complex. 

The ZTV indicates that nine turbine tips would be visible from 
the asset, located in views to the northwest of the cairn. The 
turbines would not be visible from the River Coron itself and 
are limited in the lower lying lands around its banks. This 
limited view extends out to the Mouth of the river, where it 
connects to the Cromarty Firth. Any views of the turbines 
when approaching along the firth, the strath or the River As 
such, the proposed development would not impact the ability 
to understand, appreciate or experience the cairn as a 
funerary monument or marker within the landscape when 
approaching. The proposed development would not feature 
within views towards the nearby cairns due to their orientation 
away from the direction of the proposed development. 
Reciprocal views would not be impacted by the proposed 
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Designation Title Designation 
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Predicted Visibility of 
turbines using ZTV (0-9) 

Distance to nearest 
turbine (km) 

Direction 
from site 

Appraisal comments 

development, due to the placement of the turbines outwith 
these views.  

The proposed development would be present within long 
distance views to the northwest, however, due to their 
distance and placement outwith the strath they are not present 
within an aspect of the landscape which is integral to the 
asset’s setting. They are likely to create a minimal distraction 
at most to the ability to understand, appreciate and experience 
the commanding views of the cairn over the valley to the 
northwest. As such, they would not have an impact on the 
assets significance and the asset is scoped out of further 
assessment.     

SM3122 Cairn Irenan, chambered 
cairn 

Prehistoric 
ritual and 
funerary: 
chambered 
cairn 

9 16.3 Southeast The asset is a prehistoric funerary cairn, located on a 
northwest facing slope, overlooking the River Conon c.2km to 
the northwest. The mouth of the River Coron meets the 
Cromarty Firth c.5km to the northeast. The asset is situated 
within a prehistoric funerary landscape, with multiple cairns 
within the immediate vicinity (e.g.., SM4565, SM4652).  

The asset derives its signficance in part from its contextual 
characteristics, comprising its elevated position above the 
River Coron and the associated strath, proximity to the 
Cromarty Firth and its placement within a wider prehistoric 
funerary landscape. During its use, the cairn would have been 
a prominent and visible monument of remembrance within the 
landscape, particularly to those from within the strath to the 
northwest and would have commanded views over the strath 
and longer distance views to the Cromarty Firth.  

It is likely that the cairn was built to be approached and 
viewed when moving along the strath to the north of the cairn, 
positioning the cairn as a marker for those entering and 
leaving this part of the landscape.  

Due to the proximity of the cairn to the nearby 
contemporaneous assets, it is likely that intervisibility between 
them was significant, forming a prehistoric funerary complex. 

The ZTV indicates that nine turbine tips would be visible from 
the asset, located in views to the northwest of the cairn. The 
turbines would not be visible from the River Coron itself and 
are limited in the lower lying lands around its banks. This 



CARN FEARNA WIND FARM   EIA REPORT 
TECHNICAL APPENDIX 11.2  

DESIGNATED CULTURAL HERITAGE 
SETTINGS APPRAISAL 

 

 

Page 16 

 

Designation 
Reference 

Designation Title Designation 
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Predicted Visibility of 
turbines using ZTV (0-9) 

Distance to nearest 
turbine (km) 

Direction 
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limited view extends out to the Mouth of the river, where it 
connects to the Cromarty Firth. Any views of the turbines 
when approaching along the firth, the strath or the River As 
such, the proposed development would not impact the ability 
to understand, appreciate or experience the cairn as a 
funerary monument or marker within the landscape when 
approaching. 

The proposed development would potentially feature in views 
towards the nearby cairns (e.g.., SM4565, SM4652) due to 
their placement to the northwest. However, the surrounding 
landscape has a number of residential properties, farmsteads, 
and other modern elements of the built environment that mean 
that the relationship between these assets is no longer able to 
be experienced when viewing from ground level. As such, the 
addition of nine turbines within long distance views would 
have no further impact on this ability to understand, appreciate 
or experience the connection between the nearby prehistoric 
funerary assets. 

The proposed development would be present within long 
distance views to the northwest, however, due to their 
distance and placement outwith the strath they are not present 
within an aspect of the landscape which is integral to the 
asset’s setting. They are likely to create a minimal distraction 
at most to the ability to understand, appreciate and experience 
the commanding views of the cairn over the valley to the 
northwest. As such, they would not have an impact on the 
assets significance and the asset is scoped out of further 
assessment.     

SM4741 Balvaird Wood, 
chambered cairn 450m 
NNE of East End 

Prehistoric 
ritual and 
funerary: 
chambered 
cairn 

9 14.0 Southeast The asset is a prehistoric funerary cairn, located on a 
northwest facing slope, overlooking the River Conon c.2km to 
the northwest. The mouth of the River Coron meets the 
Cromarty Firth c.5km to the northeast. The asset is situated 
within a prehistoric funerary landscape, with multiple cairns 
within the immediate vicinity (e.g.., SM4565, SM4652).  

The asset derives its signficance in part from its contextual 
characteristics, comprising its elevated position above the 
River Coron and the associated strath, proximity to the 
Cromarty Firth and its placement within a wider prehistoric 
funerary landscape. During its use, the cairn would have been 
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Distance to nearest 
turbine (km) 

Direction 
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Appraisal comments 

a prominent and visible monument of remembrance within the 
landscape, particularly to those from within the strath to the 
northwest and would have commanded views over the strath 
and longer distance views to the Cromarty Firth.  

It is likely that the cairn was built to be approached and 
viewed when moving along the strath to the north of the cairn, 
positioning the cairn as a marker for those entering and 
leaving this part of the landscape.  

Due to the proximity of the cairn to the nearby 
contemporaneous assets, it is likely that intervisibility between 
them was significant, forming a prehistoric funerary complex. 

The ZTV indicates that nine turbine tips would be visible from 
the asset, located in views to the northwest of the cairn. The 
turbines would not be visible from the River Coron itself and 
are limited in the lower lying lands around its banks. This 
limited view extends out to the Mouth of the river, where it 
connects to the Cromarty Firth. Any views of the turbines 
when approaching along the firth, the strath or the River As 
such, the proposed development would not impact the ability 
to understand, appreciate or experience the cairn as a 
funerary monument or marker within the landscape when 
approaching. The proposed development would not feature 
within views towards the nearby cairns due to their placement 
away from views that include the turbines. However, in a bare 
earth scenario it would appear within reciprocal views from the 
cairns located to the east (e.g.., SM4565, SM4652). However. 
the surrounding landscape has a number of residential 
properties, farmsteads, and other modern elements of the built 
environment that mean that the relationship between these 
assets is no longer able to be experienced when viewing from 
ground level. As such, the addition of nine turbines within long 
distance views would have no further impact on this ability to 
understand, appreciate or experience the connection between 
the nearby prehistoric funerary assets. 

The proposed development would be present within long 
distance views to the northwest, however, due to their 
distance and placement outwith the strath they are not present 
within an aspect of the landscape which is integral to the 
asset’s setting. They are likely to create a minimal distraction 
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at most to the ability to understand, appreciate and experience 
the commanding views of the cairn over the valley to the 
northwest. As such, they would not have an impact on the 
assets significance and the asset is scoped out of further 
assessment.     

SM2500 David's Fort, homestead 
moat, Balavil Wood 

Secular: 
homestead 
moat 

9 13.6 Southeast The asset is a medieval moated site, potentially a fort, located 
on a northeast facing slope above the River Conon and its 
associated strath. The asset sits c.3.8km southwest of the 
mouth of the River Conon, which joins the Cromarty Firth. The 
asset may have originally been placed to monitor access 
inland from the Cromarty Firth, along the Conon River, and 
control the strath. A 2009 survey on the site indicates that it 
may have been placed along a relict routeway, which formed 
an early network of ‘roads’ throughout the highlands, with the 
route nearest to the asset passing north-northwest to south-
southeast. The asset would have controlled movement along 
this routeway. These aspects of the assets setting contribute 
to its signficance. 

The asset currently sits within an area of forestry and as such, 
outward views are non-existent. If the forestry were to be 
felled, there would be views across the strath, towards the 
mouth of the River Conon. The asset may also have been 
visible when approaching it through the strath or along the 
river valley.  

The ZTV indicates that nine turbine tips from the proposed 
development would be present in views to the northwest in a 
bare earth scenario. As the asset is currently located within a 
forested area, there are no external views from the asset and 
the relationship between the asset, the strath, the River 
Conon and the Cromarty Firth cannot be appreciated. In the 
case of the forest being removed, the turbine tips would be 
present in views to the northwest along the potential relic 
routeway. However, as they are located outwith the strath and 
at such a distance from the asset, they are not present within 
an aspect of the landscape which is integral to the asset’s 
setting.  

The ZTV indicates that the turbines would not be visible from 
the River Conon and would be minorly visible from its banks. 
They would not have a presence to the degree that would 
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cause an impact to the ability to understand, appreciate and 
experience the asset and its approach. As with the views 
along the routeway, as the proposed turbines are located 
outwith the strath and at such a distance from the asset, they 
are not present within an aspect of the landscape which is 
integral to the asset’s setting and any incidental views of the 
turbines would not have an impact on the assets setting. 

As such, the asset is scoped out of further assessment.  
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Table 11.2.2: Listed Buildings Considered for Appraisal 

Designation 
Reference 

Designation 
Title 

Designation 
Type 

Predicted Visibility of 
turbines using ZTV (0-9) 

Distance to nearest 
turbine (km) 

Direction 
from site 

Appraisal comments 

LB7826 Castle Leod 
Category A 
Listed 
Building 

0 5.7 Southeast 

Due to the asset, its key approaches and points of appreciation falling 
outwith the ZTV, it is scoped out of further assessment. The asset is 
discussed in relation to the Castle Leod Inventoried Garden and Designed 
Landscape (GDL00094). 

LB14030 
Fairburn 
Tower 

Category A 
Listed 
Building 

9 10.2 Southeast Scoped in for detailed assessment.     

LB1769 Coul House 
Category A 
Listed 
Building 

5 6.2 Southeast 

The asset is an early 19th century villa, with rare The assets approach is 
from a drive from the west of the asset, coming from the village of Contin 
and entering the estate grounds around on the northwest border. The 
setting of the asset comprises grounds of lawns, pathways, tree lines and 
gardens spanning c.350m east, c.160m south and c.135m west, thick tree 
bands on the north of the estates boundary to the north, east and west and 
outbuildings associated with the estate to the south and southeast 
including the Mains of Coul (LB1771). The setting of the asset is limited to 
these grounds and isolated by purposefully lined trees and copses.  

The ZTV analysis indicates that 5 turbines would be potentially visible from 
the asset. Any visibility of the turbines would not impact the way in which 
the aspects of the assets setting contribute to its significance, nor would it 
effect the ability to understand, appreciate and experience the asset 
therefore the asset is excluded from further assessment. 

LB1789 
Old Bridge, 
Contin 

Category A 
Listed 
Building 

9 5.6 Southeast 

The asset’s is located at Black Water over which it was constructed as part 
of famed engineer Thomas Telford’s work with the Scottish Commissioners 
of Highland Bridges and Roads, which aimed to inspect and improve 
infrastructure in the north of Scotland. Whilst the asset’s setting is Black 
Water, its setting does not contribute to the asset’s significance. Instead, 
its significance is primarily derived from its well preserved nature, 
architectural interest,  and historic connection to Telford.  

The ZTV analysis indicates that all 9 turbines have potential to be visibility 
from the asset. Any visibility of the turbines would cause no impacts upon 
the ability to experience, understand or appreciate the factors which 
contribute to the assets significance. Therefore it has been excluded from 
further assessment.  
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Table 11.2.3: Inventoried Gardens and Designed Landscapes Considered for Appraisal. 

Designation 
Reference 

Designation 
Title 

Designation 
Type 

Predicted Visibility of 
turbines using ZTV (0-9) 

Distance to nearest 
turbine (km) 

Direction 
from Site Appraisal comments 

GDL00094 Castle Leod 

Inventoried 
Garden and 
Designed 
Landscape 

0 - 7 5.2 Southeast Scoped in for detailed assessment.  

GDL00370 
The Spa 
Gardens, 
Strathpeffer 

Inventoried 
Garden and 
Designed 
Landscape 

0 6.1 Southeast 

Due to the asset falling outwith the ZTV, it is currently scoped out of further 
assessment. In addition, the proposed development is not anticipated to 
impact any key approaches towards or through the asset, or impact any 
factors which contribute to the asset’s significance.    

GDL00068 Brahan 
Garden and 
Designed 
Landscape 

0-9 9.3 Southeast 

The asset is a 17th century designed landscape, first centred on a 17th 
century castle, now demolished, and now centred around a mid-19th 
century farmstead. The GDL comprised a mixture of parkland, farmland 
and woodland banding, bordered in the north by a dramatic upland 
landscape. Due to the dramatic rise in topography to the north, and to a 
lesser extent to the west and south, open and long-distance views are 
limited to the east. This allows for designed views towards the Black Isle, 
across the Aird, and along the valley of the river Conon which borders the 
estate to the south.  

Key historical approaches through the estate would have been towards the 
castle from the east, along a tree lined drive, and along smaller driveways 
from the west and north. The current approaches to the Brahan Mains 
farmstead are from the north and from the west.  

The ZTV indicates that there would be no visibility of the proposed 
development throughout the majority of the GDL. This includes along 
historic and modern approaches, and in key views to the west, south and 
east.  

Up to nine turbine tips would be visible in northernly views from some 
smaller higher elevation areas in the west of the GDL. These higher 
elevation areas do not form key approaches throughout the estate. Whilst 
the turbine tips may be visible, the visual barrier of the upland areas to the 
north indicate that views in this direction were not intended to be significant 
within the GDL. The turbine tips would not be placed in the aforementioned 
significant long distance views, nor along any key approaches within the 
estate. do not contribute to the significance of the GDL.  

As such, the asset is scoped out of further assessment.  
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GDL00174 Fairburn 

Inventoried 
Garden and 
Designed 
Landscape 

0 - 9 8.4 South Scoped in for detailed assessment.   

 

 

 


