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1 I t d t. COILLE BEITH WIND FARM
.- Introduction PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION REPORT

1.1 Coille Beith Wind Farm Limited (‘the Applicant’), together with Kane Partners, have
prepared this Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report to support an application to
Scottish Ministers under Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 (as amended) to construct
and operate a wind farm and associated infrastructure (‘the Proposed Development’). The
Proposed Development would include up to 11 wind turbines with a maximum blade tip
height of 200 metres (m) above ground level on land approximately 18 kilometres (km)
southwest of Lairg and 20 km northwest of Bonar Bridge, the Highlands, Scotland.

1.2 This PAC Report details the consultation undertaken with the community,
stakeholders, and statutory consultees regarding the Proposed Development. The
Applicant has sought to proactively engage with residents to ensure meaningful
opportunities for participation in shaping the project.



COILLE BEITH WIND FARM
2' Proposed Development PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION REPORT

2.1 The Proposed Development would include the following key components:

e Up to 11 wind turbines, each up to a maximum tip height of 200 m;

¢ Associated permanent foundations and crane hardstanding;

e A total of approximately 9.54 km of new on-site tracks with associated water
crossings, passing places, turning heads, and approximately 4.1 km of existing tracks,
upgraded as required (not including access options which are accounted for below);

¢ A network of on-site buried electrical cables connecting the turbines to the on-site
substation compound;

¢ A substation and control building compound;

e Two temporary construction compounds and laydown areas;

¢ A main Site entrance (one of two options) to the east or west of the Site, for use
during construction and operation, designed to accommodate abnormal indivisible
loads required for turbine components;

e Two access options, (with only one option taken forward if the Proposed
Development were to gain consent):

o An eastern access option, with a total of approximately 2.14 km of new on-site
access tracks with associated watercourse crossings and approximately 3.16 km of
existing tracks, upgraded as required; or

o A western access option with a total of approximately 3.18 km of new on-site
access tracks with associated watercourse crossings and approximately 451 m2 of
proposed widening of an existing road.

¢ Associated ancillary work, including:

o Nature Enhancement Management Plan (NEMP) areas, and forest felling;

o Extraction of rock from borrow pit; and

o Concrete batching plant.



COILLE BEITH WIND FARM
2' Proposed Development PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION REPORT

CONTINUED

2.2 The layout of the proposed development can be seen below or in more detail in
Figure 2.1 of the Environmental Impact Assessment.
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o COILLE BEITH WIND FARM
3. About the App"cant PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION REPORT

3.1 The Applicant for the Proposed Development is Coille Beith Wind Farm Limited, a
subsidiary of Statkraft UK Ltd (hereafter referred to as ‘Statkraft’).

3.2 Statkraft is a leading company in hydropower internationally and Europe’s largest
renewable energy generator. The Group produces hydropower, wind power, solar power,
greener grid parks, and supplies district heating.

3.3 Statkraft is at the heart of the UK’s energy transition. Since 2006, Statkraft has gone
from strength to strength in the UK, building experience across wind, solar, hydro, storage,
grid stability, EV charging, green hydrogen, and a thriving markets business. Statkraft has
invested over £1.4 billion into the UK’s renewable energy infrastructure and facilitated
over 4 gigawatts (GW) of new-build renewable energy generation through Power
Purchase Agreements (PPA). Statkraft develops, constructs, owns and operates renewable
facilities across the UK and employs over 600 people in offices across Scotland, England,
and Wales.

3.4 Across Scotland, Statkraft owns or operates five onshore wind farms and has a further
three wind farms consented. Statkraft is also at the forefront of innovative Greener Grid
Parks, with operational projects in Keith and Liverpool, which facilitate more green energy
onto the grid and offer grid stability services.

3.5 Over the past decade, Statkraft has invested over £200 million in renewable energy
infrastructure in Scotland, placing it in the top five companies investing in the country.



o o PUBLIC CONSULTATION GUIDANCE AND
4. Public Consultation LEGISLATION

4.1 Permission for the Proposed Development is being sought under Section 36 (S36) of
the Electricity Act, which does not carry a statutory requirement for public consultation or
production of a Pre-Application Consultation Report (PAC Report).

4.2 However, as noted in Section 1 above, the Applicant prioritises community
engagement and recognises the benefits of carrying out early and meaningful consultation
during the planning process and follows best practice of producing a PAC Report.

4.3 Two documents which set out best practice for engaging with communities during
development have been used as a framework to support the delivery of the Proposed
Development's engagement programme. The Scottish Government Advice Note (PAN)
3/2010 - Community Engagement and the Scottish Government Energy Consents Unit
(ECU) best practice Guidance for Applications under Section 36 and 37 of the Electricity
Act 1989 issued in February 2022 and updated in July 2022.

Statkraft

CONTINUED



. o TABLE 1- AN OVERVIEW OF COMMUNITY
4' PUbllc ConSUItatlon ENGAGEMENT - CONSULTATION STAGES

CONTINUED

Standard [PAM 3/2010 Standard Activities Undertaken

1 Inmvolvement: ldentify and  |The host and neighbouring community
involve the people and councils elected Councillors for the host
organisations who have ward, M3Ps and MP for the Proposed
interest in the focus of the |Development were identified and contacted
engagemeant. with information about the Proposed
Development at the time of Scoping in
Summer 2024, when the project Proposed
Development first entered the public
domain.

Local stakeholders were offered the
opportunity to meet with the Proposed
Development team, virtually or in person.

A dedicated website with contact details
was launched when the Proposed
Development project went into scoping.

Twio periods of public exhibitions were held
in September 2024 and April 2025.

Invites and feedback forms were sent to
more than 302 residents and businesses
surrounding the Proposad Development at
the start of each of the consultation periods.
Mailing lists were updated ahead of the
second exhibition to take account of local
population changes.

The Applicant provided a presentation on the
proposal to the local community councils in

Spring 2025.

2 Support: ldentify and Respondents could communicate with the
overcome any barriersto  |Proposed Development team via the project
involverment. website, email, letter, telephone orin

pErson.

Accessible in-person exhibitions were held
at local venues, with online exhibitions being
held in parallel.




TABLE 1- AN OVERVIEW OF COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT - CONSULTATION STAGES

4. Public Consultation

CONTINUED

The exhibitions were advertized in the Press
and Journal and the Morthern Times. Adverts
were also provided to Community Councils
and Councillors for sharing on their social
media.

A direct mail invitation was sent to more
than 302 households and businesses ahead
of each of the consultation periods. The
invitationz included information about the
Proposed Development, its location,
timings, what information would be made
available, contact details, and how to get
involved. A feedback card and freepost
envelope were included in the mailing to
make it easy for local people to return their
views on the proposal.

The Applicant attended meetings of the host
and neighbouring community councils as
appropriate.

3 Planning: Gather evidence [The Applicant prioritises meaningful
of need and resources to  |consultation with the local community, as
agree purpose, scope and |set out in correspondence with them.

actions.
When contact was made with Community

Councils and wider stakeholders, the
proposed approach was outlined, and
feedback was requested to ensure as many
people as possible knew about the Proposed
Development.

4 Methods: Agree and use  |Information presented on the Proposed
methods of engagement  |Development website was accessible to
that are fit for purpose. interested parties throughout the
development period.

The website provided the opportunity to find
out the latest information about the
Proposed Development and ask the team
questions.




TABLE 1- AN OVERVIEW OF COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT - CONSULTATION STAGES

4. Public Consultation

CONTINUED

The Applicant held two exhibitions, providing
residents and interested groups with an
opportunity to meet and interact with the
team, allowing discussion and feedback.
Both exhikitions were held in person and
online.

At the in-person exhibitions, an interactive
model was available for residents to
understand what the Proposed Development
would loolk like from various points within
the local environment, i.e., their home, key
local locations, and viewpoints.

The Applicant offered to meet with
Community Councils and Ward Members
several times during the Development
period.

£ Working Together: Agree  |Pre-Application Consultation enabled the
and use clear procedures |Applicant to listen and take on board

that enable participants to |[comments from interested parties and used
work together effectively  |responses to influence design from the point
and efficiently. of scoping.

The Applicant encouraged the use of
meetings, feedback forms and contact
details provided at public exhibitions to
receive input.

Contact information was provided on all
public documentation and included a
dedicated website.

Physical exhibitions wers held.

The second in-person exhibition additionally
provided an interactive model of the
proposed development.

The Applicant offered to meet with the
Community Councils.

The Applicant sought engagement and

involvement from the community to suggest




4. Public Consultation

CONTINUED

TABLE 1- AN OVERVIEW OF COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT - CONSULTATION STAGES

potential uses for Community Benefit funds
at the exhibitions.

Sharing Information:
Ensure necessary
informationis
communicated between
the participants.

Interaction at the Online and Physical
Exhibition, and follow up on any guestions,
and provide further information.

An exhibition brochure, fone of Theoretical
Visibility (ZTV), and viewpoints were
available online and in person. An interactive)
model was also available at the second in-
person exhibition to help attendees
understand what the Proposed Development
may look lile.

Attended Community Council Meetings and
lkept key stakeholder groups informed
following submission of the application.

Working with Others: Work
effectively with others with
an interest.

Interaction and comments from residents
and Community Councils were sought.

Feedback provided at the consultation
zessions has been considered as the project
has been developed, particularly on height
and local/visibility of several turbines.

Improvement: Develop the
skillz, knowledge and
confidence of the
participants.

Experienced team members (including the
Project Manager and the Environmental
Impact Assessment (ElA) Consultant Team)
attended the public exhibition events to
provide information requested by visitors
and answer questions.

The Applicant provided visitors at the
exhibitions with the opportunity to view a
representation of the Proposed

Development from different viewpoints.

Feedback: Feedback
results to the wider
community and agencies
affected.

The Applicant provided responses to
feedback forms received during the public
consultation (where GDPR allowed).

The Applicant undertook dialogues with
individuals regarding specific queries posed

11



4. Public Consultation

TABLE 1- AN OVERVIEW OF COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT - CONSULTATION STAGES

CONTINUED

before or during the consultation process,
with responses to queries followed up.

10

Monitoring and Evaluation:
Monitor and evaluate
whether engagement
achieves its purposes and
meets the national
standards of community
engagement.

The Applicant followed best practice as set
out in this PAC Report.

12



4. Public Consultation

CONTINUED

TABLE 2 - GOOD PRACTICE GUIDANCE FOR
APPLICATIONS UNDER SECTION 36 AND 37 OF
THE ELECTRICITY ACT 1989 REQUIREMENTS

Activity

Minimum Expectation

Activities Undertaken

Pre-
application
consultation
events

[The Applicant is expected to
hold at least two public
consultation events prior to
submithing the application.
[The final public event should
be held at least 14 days after
[the first public event.

[The public events are to give
members of the public the
opportunity to make
comments to the Applicant
a5 regards the Proposed
Development.

At the final public event, the
Applicant should provide
feedback to members of the
public in respect of
comments received by the
Applicant as regards the
Proposed Development.

[Two periods of public exhibibons were
held in September 2024 and April 2025.

Invites and feedback forms were sent to
more than 302 residents and businessas
surrounding the Proposed Development
at the start of each consultation period.
Mailing lists were updated ahead of the
second exhibition to account for local
population changes.

[The iterative designs for the Proposed
Lievelu pment were communicated

roughout the process, including
lcomparisons of the scoping, intermediate,
and final layouts.

Pre-
application
consultation
events

MNotice of thelAt least seven days before

holding a public event, the
applicant should publish on

a local newspaper circulating
in the locality in which the
proposed development is
sifuated a notice

containing:

4 description of, and the
location of, the Proposed
Development;

Details as to where further
information may be obtained

[the applicant's website and infexhibitions.

[The exhibitions were advertised in the
Press and Journal and the Northern Times|
o weeks ahead of each round of

Adverts were provided to Community
Councils and Councillors to share on their
social media.

[The exhibitions were published on the
project website.

13



4. Public Consultation

CONTINUED

TABLE 2 - GOOD PRACTICE GUIDANCE FOR

APPLICATIONS UNDER SECTION 36 AND 37 OF

THE ELECTRICITY ACT 1989 REQUIREMENTS

concerning the Proposed
Development;

The date and place of the
public event:

4 staterment explaining how,
and by when, persons
wishing to make comments
to the applicant relating to
the proposal may do so:

and

Motice of  |A statement that comments [The details set out opposite were
Pre- made to the Applicant are published as required.
Application  not representations to the
consultation [Scottish Ministers and if the
events Applicant submits an
application there will be an
opportunity to make
representation on that
application to the Scothish
Ministers.
Content of [The Applicant 1s expected to |All the details required are presented
public event [prepare a pre-application pwithin this PAC Report and Appendices.
Pl .pre—. cﬂnﬁul?hﬂn .repurt{ i The Applicant confirms that attendees of
application  [Report") setting out what has ; , i
. ; hath in-person and online exhibitions
consultation [been done to accord with the )
) were advised that they can comment on
report euidance set out above. The

PAC Report should be
submitted with the
zpplication.

The PAC report should
contain the following
information:

The dates on which and
places where public events
are held:;

4 description of any
additional steps taken by the

applicant to consult with

[the final application once it i1s made to
Scottish Ministers.

14



4. Public Consultation

CONTINUED

TABLE 2 - GOOD PRACTICE GUIDANCE FOR

APPLICATIONS UNDER SECTION 36 AND 37 OF

THE ELECTRICITY ACT 1989 REQUIREMENTS

members of the public
regarding the Proposed
Development:;

A list of bodies, groups and
lorganisations who were
consulted by the Applicant
and a description of how
[they were consulted:

A description of any
materials sent to consultees
and matenals provided to
Ehnse attending public
vents.

Copies of any visual
presentation shown or
displayed at a public event,

and photographs of any
display boards or models at

public events;

Confirmation as to whether
consultees and attendees at
public events were informed
[that pre-application
consultation does not
remaove the right or the
potential need to comment
lon the final application once
It 1s made to the Scottish
Ministers;

A surnmary of the written
responses to consultations
and views raised at public
fevents, including an
indication of the number of
Wwritten responses received
and the number of persons
who attended the public
Ievents;.

15



4. Public Consultation

CONTINUED

TABLE 2 - GOOD PRACTICE GUIDANCE FOR
APPLICATIONS UNDER SECTION 36 AND 37 OF
THE ELECTRICITY ACT 1989 REQUIREMENTS

An explanation of how the
Applicant took account of
views raised during the pre-
application consultation
process: and

An explanation of how
members of the public were
=iven feedback on the
Applicant's consideration of
[the views raised during the
pre-application consultation
Process.

16



- : . COILLE BEITH WIND FARM
9. Pre-Application Consultation [ e e 1

5.1 The Consultation Process
This section of the PAC Report outlines the engagement with Community Councils and
other community stakeholders following Scoping.

5.2 Pre-Application Consultation

The Applicant has conducted an extensive public consultation process to engage with the
local community and gather feedback on the project. This included two rounds of public
exhibitions and multiple stakeholder engagements, involving community councils, local
businesses, and elected representatives.

Rosehall Village Hall - 1:00pm -7:00pm; 25 September 2024
Oykel Bridge Hotel - 10:30am-2:30pm: 26 September 2024
Rosehall Village Hall - 2:00pm-7:00pm; 2 April 2025
Rosehall Village Hall - 10:00am-2:00pm; 3 April 2025

17



6 S . COILLE BEITH WIND FARM
° coplng PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION REPORT

6.1 A Scoping Report for the Proposed Development was submitted to the ECU on 5 July
2024. A Scoping Opinion was requested under the terms of regulation 12 of the
Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulation 2017, as
amended ('the EIA regulations').

6.2 The Scoping Report went live on the ECU website on 19 July 2024. Statutory and
Non-Statutory consultees were consulted as part of the formal scoping process. The ECU
reference is ECU00005173.




- COILLE BEITH WIND FARM
7. Consultation Zone PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION REPORT

7.1 Prior to submitting the Scoping Report, the Applicant agreed to a geographical
‘Consultation Zone'. This considered several factors, including the local communities,
Community Council areas, possible transport routes, and the zone of theoretical visibility
(ZTV).

7.2 The Consultation Zone was based on a 10km radius centred on the project site. This
was adjusted so that settlements on the edges of the zone were not split and to ensure
that communities to the east, which fell within the ZTV, were included.

7.3 This provided the project with a Consultation Zone boundary containing 302
household and business addresses, in which the correct Community Councils and elected
representatives could be identified. A search for new addresses within the same radius
was undertaken ahead of the second exhibition, however this did not result in any
changes to the number of properties contacted.



. . AND ORGANISATIONS
8. Community Councils

8.1 The communities surrounding the Site at the time of scoping hosted an active
Community Council (Creich Community Council) and a Community Council that was in
abeyance (Ardgay & District Community Council). Care was taken to engage with these
organisations early in the process and to remain engaged with them throughout the
planning process, including corresponding with Ardgay & District Community Council
when it was reconvened. Ardgay & District Community Council is the ‘host’ community
council.

8.2 The Applicant wrote to these Community Councils on 12th September 2024, with an
introduction to the project.

8.3 The Project Team attended the meeting of Creich Community Council on 3 March
2025 and Ardgay & District Community Council on 13 March 2025. Both meetings were
well attended, each with approximately 20 members of the community.

8.4 Prior to the Creich Community Council meeting, the Council outlined a number of
issues that they would like to see addressed by the project team. The project team
responded to these during their presentation, as well as taking questions from the Council
and audience (members of the public).

8.5 Ahead of the meeting with Ardgay & District Community Council, the project team
provided the list of topics raised by Creich and asked for any additional issues which they
would like to see covered. Based on the feedback, additional clarification and detail was
provided on some key issues. There was again time for questions.

8.6 The Community Council meeting contributed to the decision for a Hydrologist to
attend the Second Consultation Events in April 2025, as well as informing the location for
the deposit copy of the Application and the Info Day following submission.




. . AND ORGANISATIONS
8. Community Councils

CONTINUED

8.7 Ardgay and District Community Council Abeyance and Dissolution

Following the resignation of four Community Councillors (confirmed by Phil Tomalin,
Highland Council February 2024), leaving only one remaining, the Community Council was
in abeyance until the next round of Community Council elections, held in Autumn 2024.
Being in abeyance meant that the Community Council could not meet, make any
decisions, or speak on behalf of or otherwise represent the Community. As such,
correspondence was not provided during this period.

8.8 Further to the community council being reinstated, in May 2025, Ardgay and District
Community Council voted once again to disband and reform itself at a later date (an
election date is yet to be confirmed by Highland Council). During this period,
correspondence was provided to outgoing secretary to ensure that residents were kept
informed.




. WARD COUNCILLORS, MSP, MP
9. Elected Representatives

9.1 The Applicant wrote to elected representatives on 12th September 2024, with an
introduction to the project. The project site sits exclusively within Ward 1 of the Highland
Council, which is represented by Councillor Marianne Hutchison, Councillor Hugh
Morrison, and Councillor Micheal Baird. The local constituency MSP, Maree Todd, as well
as the regional MSPs, and local MP, Jamie Stone were also contacted.




. . COILLE BEITH WIND FARM
10‘ PrOJeCt WebSIte PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION REPORT

10.1 The project website has served as the key focus for the Applicant in providing
information and updates on the project. The website consists of a dedicated project page
reachable by navigating to www.Coille-Beith.co.uk

10.2 The website was set up before the Scoping Report was submitted, allowing it to go
live at the same time as the document was published on the ECU website and sent to
consultees.

10.3 The content on the Proposed Development website included a Frequently Asked
Questions (FAQs) section, project maps, a timeline of the Proposed Development, and
project contact details. During the consultation periods, a dedicated sub-page was created
providing the information available at the in-person exhibitions. Following the exhibitions,
all information has been retained on the website to ensure that a clear record of the
consultation exists.

10.4 There were 616 unique visitors to the website between the launch of the project
June 2024 and the end of May 2025. Peak visitor numbers corresponded to the launch of
the project and the consultation in March and April 2025, with near 200 visits to the
website during the second consultation period. The most commonly accessed pages aside
from the main project page were the Project Documents page, where copies of the
consultation documents were posted, and the Project Updates section which includes the
latest details regarding the project.

Home Coille Beith Wind Farm » Project documents

{% Statkraft

Project documents

Home Coille Beith Wind
Farm

Project updates

Project documents Project Documents

+ Scoping Report

Local benefits

Loiealsuppliars + Public Exhibition - September 2024

Frequently Asked
Questions

+ Public Exhibition - April 2025
Get in touch
+ Presentations
+ UK & Scottish Government Documents

+ Industry Reports & Factsheets

+ Reports & Tool Kits
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o OF CONSULTATIONS AND PUBLIC EVENTS
11. Promotion

11.1 The Applicant worked to ensure that the public consultations were widely advertised
in the local area. Both public consultations were promoted in the same way to provide.

This included:

Project website updates

Mailer distribution to 302 properties, via Royal Mail

Advertisements in the weekly Northern Times and daily Press & Journal
Posters in public locations and on local social media platforms

Emails to local groups and elected representatives.

11.2 The choice of a physical mail distribution was made to ensure that correspondence
was widely accessible. For the same reason, each mailer included a leaflet with a project
map, key details and list of ways to contact the project team, including a freephone
number, a freepost address and an email address. This helped to ensure that even in the
event that someone did not have access to the internet, they could get in touch to find
out more.

24



SEPTEMBER 2024

12. First Public Exhibitions

12.1 The first consultation introduced the project to the community, providing an initial
opportunity to present information on the proposal, answer questions, and gather
feedback. The project layout at this stage consisted of 19 turbines with a maximum tip
height of 200m.

12.2 A virtual exhibition was hosted online from 25th September to 9th October 2024,
allowing residents to access project materials remotely. In-person exhibitions were held at:

¢ Rosehall Village Hall - 1:00pm -7:00pm; 25 September 2024
¢ Oykel Bridge Hotel - 10:30am-2:30pm: 26 September 2024

12.3 Attendees were encouraged to provide feedback via reply cards, online forms, or
direct discussions with project representatives. The exhibition was widely publicised
through newspaper advertisements in the Press & Journal and the Northern Scot and
direct mail to 302 households.

12.4 In total, 38 people attended the in-person exhibitions across the two events. This
included the attendance of some who noted that they had previously been members of
the Ardgay & District Community Council, which at that time was in abeyance. The
number of attendees is based on those who signed in at the exhibition's welcome desk
(which was optional).

12.5 In face-to-face conversation, a number of issues were highlighted to the project
team. These included:

¢ A high level of concern about the inclusion of the Battery Energy Storage System
within the project

e The access route proposed for both Coille Beith and other wind farm projects and its
impact on existing public roads and bridges

* Noise issues from an operational wind farm within the local area

¢ The cumulative impact following a number of other schemes proposed for the area

¢ The area for distribution of the Community Benefit Fund

12.6 Of the 302 freepost reply cards posted to homes and available at consultation
events, only 23 were completed, either by post, in person at the exhibitions, or online. Of
those 23 individuals, 43% (10 respondents) agreed that more renewable energy was
required.

25



SEPTEMBER 2024

12. First Public Exhibitions

CONTINUED

12.7 Comments on the reply cards dealt with a range of issues, the most commonly
identified issues were:

e The visual impact of the development on the landscape

e Safety of the proposed Battery Energy Storage System (BESS)
¢ Expensive energy bills, despite turbines in the area

e Cumulative impact across the Highlands

e Community benefit and community ownership issues

12.8 Several comments were also received regarding unrelated grid strengthening projects
being developed by Scottish and Southern Network (SSEN) Transmission. We were unable
to consider this feedback for our proposals but noted that there were consultation
activities in place where interested residents could contribute their feedback directly to
the developer.

12.9 Feedback from both the exhibition and reply cards fed into revisions to the
proposal's design.

12.10 All feedback and comments submitted through the consultation period were
acknowledged and responded to if updates had been requested. If a member of the public
had not received a response from us and was expecting one, this may have been
prevented due to a GDPR requirement, an incomplete postal address or emails being
caught in spam filters.

26



13. Second Public Exhibitions

MARCH-APRIL 2025

13.1 The second round of consultation, held in April 2025, featured a refined design with
fewer turbines, incorporating adjustments based on community feedback. The updated
layout reduced the number of turbines to 11 and the removal of the BESS following direct
feedback.

13.2 The exhibition was hosted both online and in person at Rosehall Village Hall.
Following feedback from the previous exhibition, exhibitions were held at Rosehall on two
consecutive days rather than at an alternative venue on the second day.

13.3 Face to face feedback remained consistent with the first exhibition, although a
number of visitors welcomed the removal of the BESS element of the project. Numerous
visitors made reference to a lack of trust in the planning system following the consenting
of another wind farm in the area and noted that further projects had come forward. Other
topics of conversation included:

¢ visual impact,
¢ |ocal economic benefits, and
¢ biodiversity considerations.

13.4 In total, 19 people attended the in-person exhibitions across the two days. This
included the attendance of some community councillors. The number of attendees is
based on those who signed in at the exhibition's welcome desk (which was optional).

13.5 Discussion with attendees suggested that the lower attendance compared to the first
exhibition may be due to the project team having recently spoken at well attended
Community Council meetings in the area.

13.6 Of the 302 freepost reply cards posted to homes and available at consultation
events, only a small number of replies were received. 18 reply cards were completed and
returned, either by post, in person at the office, or online. The majority of the responders
agreed that more renewable energy was needed in the UK. The rate of response was 6%,
which is average for such exercises run by the Applicant, with another recent Highland
area project receiving a 4% response rate.

27



MARCH-APRIL 2025

13. Second Public Exhibitions

CONTINUED

13.7 Comments were received on a wide range of issues, both relating specifically to
Coille Beith and wider policy concerns. Relating directly to the wind farm, comment
themes included:

e Support for the principle of renewable energy

e Concern about the cumulative impact in relation to other nearby proposed
developments and overhead pylons

¢ |mpact on fauna and landscape within the project site

¢ The visual impact of the wind farm on the surrounding area

¢ The benefits of a potential community benefit fund

e Potential areas which could benefit from the community benefit fund

13.8 Wider themes relating to the energy industry included:
e The levels of energy bills in the north of Scotland

e The lack of wind farms being built in the UK outside of Scotland
e The power of local representatives within the planning system
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COILLE BEITH ENGAGEMENT

14. Additional Activities

14.1 Information Day
The Applicant intends to hold an Information Day in Bonar Bridge, following submission of

the Application. This will provide the local community with an opportunity to discuss the
final application with the project team, ask any questions regarding the application and to

understand the stages of the planning process following submission.
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PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION REPORT

. COILLE BEITH WIND FARM
15. Key Consultation Outcomes

15.1 Resident feedback was the primary driver behind the removal of the BESS element of
the project. In both face-to-face discussions and written responses, the project team
recognised the strength of feeling against this particular element leading directly to the
decision to remove it from the proposal.

15.2 The proposed number of turbines was significantly reduced, with a 42% reduction,
from 19 to 11 turbines. Feedback on visual impact, resulted in turbines being moved to
locations where they would have less impact on key viewpoints, although given the nature
of the development, this impact could not be eliminated.

15.3 A number of visitors provided concerns relating to watercourses and streams which
feed the River Oykel. To help provide more information on this a Hydrology specialist was
in attendance at the second exhibition and was able to answer questions regarding the
methodology and EIA requirements relating to hydrology.

15.4 It is recognised that through both feedback cards and conversations at Community
Council meetings and the two exhibitions that residents in the Strath Oykel area are
concerned about the cumulative impact of wind farms currently in development. Where
this was raised, it was highlighted that Statutory Consultees may request additional
information to fully inform consideration of the cumulative impact.
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16. Summary of Consultation PEEDBACK

16.1 Feedback from the community played a critical role in shaping the final design of the
Coille Beith Wind Farm. While some residents expressed support for renewable energy
and recognised the role of wind power, concerns were raised about the cumulative impact
of multiple developments in the area. Below is a summary of key comments, and the
project adjustments made in response.

16.2 Key Themes and Concerns over both rounds of public exhibitions

¢ Concerns about landscape and visual impact, particularly from key viewpoints.
¢ Impact on local wildlife, including birds of prey and peatland habitats.

e Tourism-related concerns.

¢ Desire for more community benefits.

¢ General support for renewable energy.

16.3 Project Adjustments Relative to Feedback

¢ Reduction in the number of turbines from 19 to 11 to reduce visual impact.

¢ A relocation of turbine locations away from the River Oykel.

e Removal of the proposed Battery Energy Storage System (BESS).

¢ Enhanced biodiversity measures, including habitat preservation commitments.

¢ Increased community benefit discussions, with options for shared ownership and local
funding opportunities.

16.4 Conclusion

Statkraft remains committed to ongoing engagement with the community and key
stakeholders. Based on local feedback, the Coille Beith Wind Farm proposal has evolved
significantly, balancing renewable energy generation with community and environmental
considerations. The Applicant looks forward to working with residents as the project
progresses.
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BROADBAND AND COMMUNITY OWNERSHIP

17. Socio-Economic Benefits

17.1 The Applicant seeks to deliver significant socio-economic benefit as part of the
development. Details of the socio-economic benefits that will be delivered by the project
are included within the Statement on Socio-Economic Benefits prepared by the Applicant
alongside the Environmental Impact Assessment.

17.2 Implementation of some socio-economic benefits will require an extension of the
public engagement process to help ensure that the community shape the management
and implementation of key benefits.
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o . BROADBAND AND COMMUNITY OWNERSHIP
18. Community Benefit Funds

18.1 Community Benefit Fund

The Applicant has committed to delivering a community benefit fund for local
communities throughout the lifetime of the project, with the value of £5,000 per
megawatt of installed capacity. Based on the proposed design, this would see a value of
£396,000 per year (based on 11 turbines with a capacity of 7.2MW each). The fund will be
linked to the Retail Price Index from the point of operation, ensuring that it retains value
over the lifetime of the wind farm.

18.2 The Applicant recognises the opportunities and benefits that arise from community
ownership in energy projects. The Applicant is committed to working with communities
around the Proposed Development to create suitable community ownership schemes if
there is interest in taking such a scheme forward.

18.3 STEM Education

As part of Statkraft’'s on-going commitment to local communities and Science, Technical,
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) Education, the applicant has committed to
supporting a series of STEM workshops for local schools as part of the project
development. These will be carried out by Edinburgh Science using existing workshop
programmes in cooperation with local schools at a future date to be agreed with the
relevant schools.

33



KP.

Coille Beith
Wind Farm

Pre-Application
Consultation Report

June 2025

—- Statkraft




KP.

Coille Beith
Wind Farm

Pre-Application
Consultation Report

June 2025

Appendices

Statkraft




Appendix 1

19th July, 2024

ACTION

Scoping report goes live on
Energy Consents Unit Website

CONSULTATION TIMELINE

CONSULTED PARTIES

19th July, 2024

Project website goes live

21st July, 2024

Scoping submission update
made public

5th September, 2024

Introductory project letter and
invitation to first Public
Exhibition sent to direct mail

Sent to over 300 addresses in
the area

11th September, 2024

Public Exhibition advertised in
the Press & Journal
newspaper

12th September, 2024

Introductory project letter and
invitation to first public
exhibition issued to elected
representatives and
Community Councils,
providing information on
project and offering meetings

ClIrs Baird, Hutchison, and
Morrison; Creich CC, Ardgay CC
(in abeyance at that time); Maree
Todd MSP (constituency); MSPs
Burgess, Halcro Johnston, Eagle,
Grant, Mountain, Roddick, and
Ross; and Jamie Stone MP

13th September, 2024

Public Exhibition advertised in
the Northern Times
newspaper

25th September, 2024

Online Public Exhibition live

Open to the public

25th September, 2024

Public Exhibition at Rosehall
Village Hall, 13:00 to 19:00

Open to the public

26th September, 2024

Public Exhibition at Oykel
Bridge Hotel, 10:30 to 14:30

Open to the public

9th November 2024

Online Public Exhibition closes




Appendix 1

CONTINUED

ACTION

Post exhibition letter to Creich

CONSULTATION TIMELINE

CONSULTED PARTIES

and offer to attend CC
meeting

13th November 2024 CC to provide update and Creich CC
offer to attend CC meeting
Post exhibition letter to

13th November 2024 Ardgay CC to provide update | ) o ¢

13th November 2024

Post exhibition letter to
elected representatives to
provide update and offer
meetings

Clirs Baird, Hutchison, and
Morrison; Creich CC, Ardgay CC;
Maree Todd MSP (constituency);
MSPs Burgess, Halcro Johnston,
Eagle, Grant, Mountain, Roddick,
and Ross; and Jamie Stone MP

7th February 2025

Follow-up letter to offer
attendance at CC meeting

Creich CC

7th February 2025

Follow-up letter to offer
attendance at CC meeting

Ardgay CC

3rd March 2025

Presentation plus Q&A session
at public community council
meeting

Creich CC and members of the
community

12th March 2025

Letter of clarification on
information requested by CC

Creich CC

13th March 2025

Presentation plus Q&A session
at public community council
meeting

Ardgay CC and members of
the community

17th March 2025

Invitation to second invitation
Public Exhibition sent to direct
mail

Sent to over 300 addresses in
the area

17th March 2025

Invitation to second invitation
Public Exhibition sent to
elected representatives

Cllrs Baird, Hutchison, and
Morrison; Creich CC, Ardgay
CC; Maree Todd MSP
(constituency); MSPs Burgess,
Halcro Johnston, Eagle, Grant,
Mountain, Roddick, and Ross




Appendix 1

17th March 2025

CONTINUED

ACTION

Letter of response to
constituency MP

CONSULTATION TIMELINE

CONSULTED PARTIES

Jamie Stone MP

19th March 2025

Second public exhibition
advertised in the Press &
Journal newspaper

21st March 2025

Second public exhibition
advertised in the Northern
Times newspaper

31st March 2025

Letter of clarification on
information requested by CC

Ardgay CC

2nd April 2025

Second Online Public
Exhibition live

Open to public

2nd April 2025

Public Exhibition at Rosehall
Village Hall, 14:00 to 19:00

Open to public

3rd April 2025

Public Exhibition at Rosehall
Village Hall, 10:00 to 14:00

Open to public

16th April 2025

Second Online Public
Exhibition closes

25th April 2025

Post exhibition update to all
stakeholders

Ardgay CC; Creich CC; Clirs
Baird, Hutchison, and
Morrison; Creich CC, Ardgay
CC; Maree Todd MSP
(constituency); MSPs Burgess,
Halcro Johnston, Eagle, Grant,
Mountain, Roddick, and Ross;
and Jamie Stone MP




Appendix 2

INTRODUCTION TO RESIDENTS & INVITE TO

FIRST CONSULTATION

Maximising
Community Benefits

Statkraft is dedicated W engaging
with eommunities and bringing
medningful benefits.

Using Highland Skills

We have commissioned UH to defiver

& Hightand Skills Repor (o provide insight
irvter the workfarce requinements far our
ozt constrection projoect, to stimulate
an inerease in local skills and training.

Community Benefit Fund

Weo hivee commiitted to a Community
Benefit Fund that delivors £5.000 (index
linkead}y per MW installed, per year, for
e operational ifatime of the propect.

Shared Gwnership

We ane keen to offer Shared Ownesship
if thede is local interesl We would like
1o hear your views on enabling the
community own a shane of the project.

Plaasa retumn the freepost
reply card provided.

Phone the project hotline:
0B0O 772 0668

Saathraft UK L2

The Garment Factary
10 Mordreas Siroet
Glasgirn 01 1RE

REMEWABLES

':2) Statkraft

Loeal Supply Chain
Wie want o werk with local buginesses,
Wie're interested in hearing from all ypes
of local suppliers, from catering and
accommaodation to squipment suppliors
and engineearing finms.

Meet the Project Team:

LS

Proses: Mamges A
Pasin Qarsa [T r—

Oun e o8 pgepcialings il b st 10 B
GRREINE AN provde Mo el pemation
thrsiaghont the maibSon Plasss vt pur
webe 1 fied st enare.

wenw collle-beith.co.uk
w

©

= scoitshrenewables

Invitation to Public Exhibition:
25 - 26 September 2024

Coille Beith Wind Farm

We are writing to you to introduce ourselves and our
proposal for Collle Beith Wind Farm.

Twaotywliing HET IWind Farrs, Dusfrios 4o Gusowsy. § Exthines. 1460 0 edght

Coulle Beith Wind Farm s a new wind farm proposal south of the river Okye!
in Sutheriand.

‘W would like 1o share mone information with you about Statkraft, our
proposal, and hear your feedback on ouf plans. This project s at an early
s1age in development, and your feedback will help us 1o shape our final
application, which we expect o submit in 2025,

Coame alang o our exhibitions in Rosehall or Oylkel Bridge to find out mare
about our propesal, We leok feewand to megting with you and the local
commamnity. If you are enable to make it along please visit our online exhibition
oF Bt in WDHEN I you require resources. of Eformation in a differsn format.

About Us

Stathraft s Europe's Livgest genorator of renowable energy, with origins going
back over 125 years in Norwegian hyd ropower. Our Scottish headguariers are
i Glasgow and we have mone than 6,000 employses in over 21 counties.
Across the Highlands, we have sevan wind farms and ene pumped hydre
storage faciiity in operation or developmont,

wvrw. stathraft.co.k =

Coille Beith Wind Farm Proposal

Q19

Up to

£684,000

Cornmanity Benefit Furd per yoar

A aimiuim haight
to biade tip of up to:

W 200m

Paterlial i suppart imaroved
broadband provision

Community engagement Is very important to us.

2) statkraft

We are commmitiad o listening to communities so that they can shape and inform =
our proposals. The projoct is in the very early stages and your feedback will help us
refing turbine numbers, locations, and othar key aspects of our design, W will also

progress studies and surveys which inform the design,

howieng Cotle Beth Wind Foms soogng ot

We look forward to hearing your views on this project and your
Ideas on how community funding and shared ownership could

deliver benefits to the area.

LOCAL

EXHIBITIONS @

25 September:
ipm - Tpm
Rosehall Village Hall

26 September:
10:30am - 2:30pm

Oykel Bridge Hotel

ONLINE

e

EXHIBITION

25 September - 8 October
wiwrw, collle-beith.co.uk

You can find out more about cur
projects. and the way wa worki at
o, stathratt ool

:;) Statkraft

For more information, visit:




A d 1 2 CONTINUED INTRODUCTION TO RESIDENTS & INVITE TO
ppen IX FIRST CONSULTATION

FEEDBACK FORM ENCLOSED WITH RESIDENT'’S INVITE

; ) Statkraft Please tell us what you think - complete and return in the envelope provided

Your questions and comments:

PUBLIC EXHIBITION o < UNSURE
AUTUMN 2024 : naton

COILLE BEITH e NO UNSURE
WIND FARM tink this . an acceptable locat

YES NO NSURE
You can use this form to let = =
us know your views or ask any
questions, we will respond to all
guerles as quickly as possible.
continue everieal..
YES NO UNSURE
PRIVACY STATEMENT Tithe:
Py SO PGy 0 AN Name:
Address:
YES NO UNSURE
Postoode:

1 Yes please, | would lke to recelve a response
to my question and comments [ appBcable) Email;
snd projoct epdetes [maink by oma:
Tel:
Mo thank you. | do ot want a response
1 o my guestion and comments {if appiicable)
e profect updates www.collle-beith.co.uk




. SAMPLE INTRODUCTION
Append IX 3 TO COMMUNITY COUNCILS

:-‘3 Statkraft

To:

Scott Vetters
e LM
Thee Ganmend Facinny
10 Morrose Saroi
Casgow
z11RE

12 September 2024 :;:r;:-in BaE 1444
s N
fra:r!;:urk,@daucrzn.m

Dear Mr Vetters,

Coille Beith Wind Farm Proposal

| am writing on behalf of Statkraft UK Ltd to introduce our proposal for Coille Beith Wind
Farm, located approximately 15km southwest of Lairg and 18km northwest of Bonar Bridge.

About Us

Statkraft is Europe’s largest generator of renewable energy, with origins in Morwegian
hydropower dating back 125 years. Our Scottish headquarters are in Glasgow, with 4,000
employees across 17 countries.

QOur current development activity in the Scottish Highlands includes five wind farm proposals
and, as part of this development activity, we are pleased to retain a commitment to deliver a
community benefit fund of £5000 per MW installed, in line with Scottish Govermment
guidance.

About the Proposed Coille Beith Wind Farm

The Coille Beith Wind Farm proposals are at an early slage; we believe there is potential for
up to 19 turbines, with a tip height of up to 200m. The proposals are likely to reduce in scale
as our environmental consultants progress their studies and feedback is received from
statutory consultess.

Consulting Early

We recently submitted a Scoping Reguest to the Scoltish Government to agree the scope
of an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) which will support any future planning
application made for Coille Beith Wind Farm. Following this Scoping Request, our next slep
is to seek initial feedback on our plans.

We want to make sure you have heard from us directly, that you have our contact details,
and that you have an opportunity to find out more about us and our project. We have a
proven track record of engaging early with local communities, and | am writing to invite you
to our first public exhibitions for the proposed project.




A dix 3 SAMPLE INTRODUCTION
ppenaix CONTINUED TO COMMUNITY COUNCILS

Z) Statkraft

We welcome the opportunity to speak with you by phone or video call at an appropriate time
to outline our proposals in more detail, introduce the project team, and receive any early
feedback you may have.

Although the project is still at the scoping stage, we are aware of the need to provide early
access to information on the project, so | wanted to let you know that our project website is
live - www.collle-beith.co.uk. As the project is at an early stage, it contains introductory
information and, most importantly, allows people lo register for updates and to contact us
directly with questions.

Attached to this introductory lefler is a copy of the resident's invite (sent to over T00
residents), which should have amived no later than yesterday, to inform them of the
exhibitions above. The events will also be advertised in the Press & Joumal {on 11"
September) and the Northermn Times (13 September).

Thank you for the opportunity to introduce Statkrafl and outline our proposals. Please
contact me at fraser darkei@ststkraft com if you require any further information or have any
queries.

Yours sincerely,

Fraser Clarke




. SAMPLE INTRODUCTION
Append IX 4 TO WARD COUNCILLORS

"-—D Statkraft

To
Ciir Michae! Baird

FOSTAL ADDRESS

Stadiraft UK Lid
T Garmei Faciory

10 MoniToss Sireet
==
G11RE

PHONE

12 September 2024 =44 (00141 BAE 1444

MTERNET

A SRathr et o0k

Sl Ol arie L et oo

Dear Clir Baird,
Coille Beith Wind Farm Proposal

| am writing on behalf of Statkraft UK Lid to introduce our proposal for Coille Beith Wind
Farm, located approximately 15km southwest of Lairg and 18km northwest of Bonar Bridge.

About Us

Statkraft is Europe’s largest generator of renewable energy, with ongins in Norwegian
hydropower dating back 125 years. Our Scoltish headguarters are in Glasgow, with 4,000
employees across 17 countries.

Our current development activity in the Scottish Hightands includes five wind farm proposals
and, as part of this development activity, we are pleased to retain a commitment to deliver a
community benefit fund of £5,000 per MW installed, in line with Scotfish Govemment
guidance.

About the Proposed Coille Beith Wind Fam

The Coille Beith Wind Farm proposals are at an early stage; we believe there is potential for
up to 19 turbines, with a tip height of up to 200m. The proposals are likely to reduce in scale
as our environmental consultants progress their studies and feedback is received from
statutory consultees.

Consulting Early

We recently submitted a Scoping Request fo the Scottish Govemment to agree the scope
of an Environmental Impact Assessment (ELA) which will support any future planning
application made for Coille Beith Wind Farm. Following this Scoping Request, our next step
is to seek initial feedback on our plans.

We want to make sure you have heard from us directly, that you have our contact details,
and that you have an opportunity to find out more about us and our project. We have a
proven track record of engaging early with kocal communities, and | am writing to invite you
to our first public exhibitions for the proposed project.




A dix 4 SAMPLE INTRODUCTION
ppenaix CONTINUED TO WARD COUNCILLORS

"--D Statkraft

[ £~} ¥ == e Soamtommber 3t Chviesd Bridos Hot
Moot L T s iNulatd-ay, &0 ¥ B (BLE A R

We welcome the opportunity to speak with you by phone or video call at an appropriate time
to outline our proposals in more detail, introduce the project team, and receive any early
feedback you may have.

Although the project is still at the scoping stage, we are aware of the need to provide early
access to information on the project, so | wanted to let you know that our project website is
Iive - www coille-beith co.uk. As the project i at an early stage. it contains introductory
information and, most |m:|;>cnrtan'|:r]r allows people to register for updates and to contact us
directly with questions.

Attached to this introductory letter is a copy of the resident's invite (sent to over 700
residents), which should have amived no later than yesterday, to inform them of the
exhibitions above. The evenls will also be advertised in the Press & Joumnal (on 11"
September) and the Northemn Times (13 September).

Thank you for the opportunity to infroduce Statkraft and oufline our proposals. Please
contact me at fraser clarke@statioaf com if you require any further information or have any
queries.

Yours sincerely,

Fraser Clarke




. SAMPLE INTRODUCTION
Appendix 5 TO MP & MSPS

5:) Statkraft

To:
Maree Todd MSP

m

FOSTAL ADDRESS
Stafioralt UK Lid

The Galma Faciuny
10 Moninoss: Sireat
Flasgow

G11RE

12 September 2024 44 [HA1 B4E 1444

TERNET

i Stathr et o ul

Fracd ek EeEbrat oom

Dear Ms Todd,

Coille Beith Wind Farm Proposal

| am writing on behalf of Statkraft UK Ltd to introduce our proposal for Coille Beith Wind
Farm, located approximately 15km southwest of Lairg and 18km northwest of Bonar Bridge.
About Us

Statkraft is Europe’s largest generator of renewable energy, with origins in Norwegian
hydropower dating back 125 years. Our Scottish headquarters are in Glasgow, with 4,000
employees across 17 countries.

QOur current development activity in the Scottish Highlands includes five wind farm proposals
and, as part of this development activity, we are pleased to retain a commitment to deliver a
community benefit fund of £5000 per MW installed, in line with Scottish Govemment
guidance.

About the Proposed Coille Beith Wind Fam

The Coille Beith Wind Farm proposals are at an early stage; we believe there is potential for
up to 19 turbines, with a tip height of up to 200m. The proposals are likely to reduce in scale
as our environmental consultants progress their studies and feedback is received from
statutory consultees.

Consulting Early

We recently submitted a Scoping Request to the Scottish Govermment to agree the scope
of an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) which will support any future planning
application made for Coille Beith Wind Farm. Following this Scoping Request, our next step
is to seek initial feedback on our plans.

We want to make sure you have heard from us directly, that you have our contact details,
and that you have an opportunity to find out more about us and our project We have a
proven track record of engaging early with local communities, and | am writing to invite you
to our first public exhibitions for the proposed project.




. SAMPLE INTRODUCTION
Appendlx O  CONTINUED TO MP & MSPS

:E) Statkraft

m

We welcome the opportunity to speak with you by phone or video call at an appropriate ime
to oulline our proposals in more delail, introduce the project team, and receive any early
feedback you may have.

Although the project is still at the scoping stage, we are aware of the need to provide early
access to information on the project. so | wanted to let you know that our project website is

live - www coillle-beith.co.uk. As the project is at an early stage, it contains introductory
information and, most |mpu|13nljy allows people to register for updates and to contact us
directly with gquestions.

Attached to this introductory lefter i= 3 copy of the resident’s invite (sent to over 700
residents), which should have amived no later than yesterday, to inform them of the
exhibiions above. The events will also be advertised in the Press & Joumnal (on 11"
September) and the Northem Times (13™ September).

Thank you for the uppom.bnrry to introduce Statkraft and outiine our proposals. Please
contact me at frazer cdarkeGistatkraf com if you require any further information or have any

queries.

Yours sincerely,

Fraser Clarke




ADVERTISING CONSULTATION

Appendix 6

PRESS & JOURNAL - PUBLICATION DATE: 11™" SEPTEMBER 2024

COILLE BEITH WIND FARM - PUBLIC EXHIBITION "-s:) Statkraft

Statkraft would like to invite residents to public

consultation events for the proposed Coille We will be hosting public consultation
Beith Wind Farm, located approximately 15km events in the following locations:

southwest of Lairg and 18km northwest of Bonar
Bridge. The Proposed Development will comprise Rosehall Village Hall

up to 19 turbines with a maximum tip height Tuesday, 20th August 2024:
; :
of up to 200m. 1.00pm to 7.00pm

At the public consultation events, you can view T
our project plans, ask the Project Team questions, Oykel Bridge Hotel

and provide feedback, which will help us refine Wednesda:f 21st mlﬂt 2024:
the project’s design. 10.30am to 2.30pm

Our consultation website is live and can be
accessed via www.coille-beith.co.uk

Comments should be made to Statkraft UK by
Find out more: 17 September 2024 and do not constitute a formal
Freephone: 0800 772 0668 representation. If a subsequent planning application
Website: www.coille-beith.co.uk is made, you will have an opportunity to make a
Email: UKprojects@stathkraft.com formal representation.

THE PRESS AND JOURNAL
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ADVERTISING CONSULTATION

Appendix ©  CONTINUED

NORTHERN TIMES - PUBLICATION DATE: 13TH SEPTEMBER 2024

COILLE BEITH WIND FARM - PUBLIC EXHIBITION SD Statkraft

Statkraft would like to invite residents to public
consultation events for the proposed Coille

Beith Wind Farm, located approximately 15km
southwest of Lairg and 18km northwest of Bonar
Bridge. The Proposed Development will comprise Rosehall Village Hall

up to 19 turbines with a maximum tip height Tuesday, 20th August 2024:

of up to 200m. 1.00pm to 7.00pm

At the public consultation events, you can view

our project plans, ask the Project Team questions, Oyhel Bridge Hotel

and provide feedback, which will help us refine Wednesday, 21st August 2024:
the project’s design. 10.30am to 2.30pm

Our consultation website is live and can be

accessad via www.coille-beith.co.uk

We will be hosting public consultation
events in the following locations:

Commants should be made te Statkraft UK by
Find out more, 17 September 2024 and do not constitute a formal
Freephone: 0800 772 0668 representation. If a subsequent planning application
Website: www.collle-baith.co.uk s made, you will have an opportunity to make a

Email: UKprojects@statkraft.com formal representation,
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Welcome

We would like to introduce Coille Beith Wind Farm.

About Statkraft

—» The largest generator of renewable COILLE BEITH
energy in Europe

— A state owned utility with origins
in Norwegian hydropower over

125 years ago
— Operating in the UK since 2006 o

b

Scottish Head Office in Glasgow S F/f
s
-» Development pipeline includes &
wind, solar, hydrogen and grid
stability services

) i
—* Nine projects operating or in 4
L
development in the Highlands . # s

—» Distributed over £4 million to "o g
communities near operating wind farms

fB Statkraft REII;JEW.AB LES == scottichrenewables

.................
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About Coille Beith Wind Farm

We are proposing up to 19 turbines with a maximum height
of up to 200 meters to blade tip. We refine the design
based on feedback and on-going environmental studies.

¢ G SR 28 COILLE BEITH WIND FARM

No. of Turbines wn 19

Max Blade Tip Heights == 200m
Expected Installed w= 136.8MW
Wind Capacity (MW) Sitoen 36 cnrames i

(homes equivalent)
i ww £684,000
e (per year) saryun 2
Bl e B ; : Operationsl Life +=50 Years
|—!. - AR, 3
e
The proposal will be refined throughout Qur design will strike a good balance
the development process as studies and between maximising the electricity
surveys are completed and feedback output of the site while carefully relating
Is received. to its existing use. We will work with the

local landscape to reduce the visual

We welcome the views of the wider
impact on the surrounding area.

community to help inform our proposal.

Project website: www.collle-beith.co.uk
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What will Coille Beith
Wind Farm look like?

We understand that people in the community will
want to know how our current proposal will look.
We can share key visualisations with you today.

iD Statkraft

consultees, we welcome further suggestions.

Whilst viewpoints have been provisionally agreed with statutory

Ll
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e are warking with The Highlend Councl and MatuweSest (o firalise
the viewpaint locations for assessment. This means the wewpoint
Iocations may change slightly between now and when we submit

a Section 36 consent application. As the proposed urhines are over
150m and will require aviation Bghting, night time viewpoints are
also being agreed.

Al This exhibition four vaualeations from local viewpainks ane
available to demorstrate how the curent propesal could loak.

A selection of the Snalised viewpoint leations and a 30 digital modeal
allowing the view from other locations to be explored will be availabie
B0 view 81 & Second edhibition in 2025, befone submigsion.

Hustrations of all agreed viewpoints will be available as part
of owr application submisaion.
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Environmental Impact
Assessment

The process of gathering robust environmental
baseline data on a site is vital to designing
a wind farm.

Surveys and assessments are undertaken
by a team of specialist environmental and
technical consultants. The results and findings

It will include assessment of potential
impacts on a range of topics including:

will be detailed in an Environmental Impact - Landscape and Visual Amenity
Assessment (EIA) Report, which will -+ Ecology and Ornithology
be publicly available following submission — Cultural Heritage
of an application. — Forestry
- Geology, Hydrogeology, Hydrology & Soils

- Noise

-» Traffic and Transport

= Climate Change

-» Land Use, Socioeconomics & Tourism

Some of the surveys and studies
completed to date include:

-+ Habitat surveys, fish and bat surveys

- Peatland assessment, i.e. phase 1
peat probing

-+ Ornithology surveys, flight activity
and searches for breeding birds

- Landscape and Visual Amenity

- Forestry
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53 Statkraft

Statkraft will continue to engage with the local
community and key stakeholders throughout the
lifetime of the Development.

1. SITE SELECTION ;‘
& SUIMABILITY

{12 to 24 maonths)

positive indicators include good wind speed
and minimal envir l.and ical
constraints.

Mo public engagement is camied out during
this ime because the Site may not pass.
the oriteria required for being suitable for
developrment.

4. CONSTRUCTION

[Extermbve research to identify site sutabilty:

{6 to 18 months)

W request the view of the Scotiish
Goverimient and The Highland Councll
on the level of study required (hnown

as "Sooping”}.

Scoping s sent io local and neighbouring
Commurity Councils and consultess
such as NotureScot, SEPA and Historic
Environment Scotand.

There are likely to be further changes.

3. SUBMIT APPLICATION ,}f

& AWAIT DECISION

{12 to 24 months)

An applicaticn for Section 36 consent
s to the

ac ied by a pret

Erd ik i A

{Eid) Report showing the resuits of
all stud jes underiaken. A hard copy
will be avaitable in a public location
for the commumity to acoess.
Intenested parties and corsuitees.
such as The Highland Couril,

‘ard Community Councils hosting
ard neighbouring the proposal can
formally comment on the application

‘ard the ELA Report.
6. DECOMMISSION

{13 monkhs)|
At the end of the planning period,

project for & range of community initiatives

are A bond

‘of guarantes i put in place before
construction starts, o cover the

‘decomamissioning cost.

®
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Local Investment

We strive to be a good neighbour and seek to

add value and maximise benefits to communities.
We welcome your ideas on how we can deliver

for the local community.

Local Suppliers Community Benefit Fund

5 E We have a track record We are committed to setting up an index

T, of increasing awareness linked Community Benefit Fund that delivers

B of opportunities during the £5,000 per MW installed per year in line with
EL  construction phase of our Scottish Govemment recommendations.

¥ . projects. Scan the QR Code

to register your interest in getting involved

with the project. We want to hear your views

Do you have thoughts and ideas about

how our project could bring positive
Supporting i benefits to the local area? Please share

Our UHI scholarships support students on these by speaking to a member of the
their career journey, helping them shape Team, write to us at Freepost Statkraft,
rewarding future careers. or get in touch through the project website.

4
e

ReNewABLes U o | 58

Inspiring a Sustainabje Fesurs
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Thank you for visiting

Your comments and feedback
are important to us.

We are working to refine our proposal and
complete the studies for our comprehensive
Environmental Impact Assessment Report
(EIAR) to be submitted with a future
application. You can find out more about
what is included within the EIAR on our
ek wielid
When the proposal is submitted interested
parties and statutory consultees will have
the opportunity to formally comment on
the application. All of the information will
be available to view on the consenting
authority’s and our project website at the
time of submission.

wlling nl) avingl Farm. Ouriins soef Gaossy. 3 cemmme Liden =0 maagtr

C Visit the project website:
www.collle-beith.co.uk

Phone the project hotline:
0800 772 0668
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Supporting STEM Careers

Statkraft are proud to provide STEM Scholarships
at the University of the Highlands and Islands to
support two students per year for the duration of
their course with an award of £3,000 per year.

Alison Wilson, Director of Ex i Devek

and Advancement at LIHi:

“ This is a grestiy welcome commitment from ose of

the mosl important EnevEy o i e o
thair tirme with LHI provides fnancal skablity. vital i the corment
cost of fving oisia, to allow Bhem o conoentrate on their shudes,
and shape rewarding fulune caneers for hemseives. ,’

Ul

University of e
Higfslanas and iancs
Dilthigh na Jakdnasitaohd
agus nar Edean

* Merlin Farrell, who is currently studying

| aMarine Science BSc at the Scottish
Association for Marine Science (SAMS)

is one of our first recipients of the Statkraft
STEM Scholarship Fund.

As a result of his successful scholarship
application, Merlin, who previously lived

in Kinbrace, Sutherland, embarked on

a scientific research trip to the Roots Red
Sea camp in Egypt., 600 miles south of Cairo.
There, he collaborated with fellow students
and marine science researchers over 12 days.
Statkraft will continue to support Merlin as
he completes his studies at SAMS, part of
The University of the Highlands and Islands.

To find out more, scan the
QR code or search on the UHI
website: www.uhiac.uk

A
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Project Overview

Coille Beith Wind Farm iz a new wind farm proposal COILLE BEITH
south of the River Okyel in Sutherland. We are

proposing up to 19 turbines with a maximum height

of up to 200 meters to blade tip.

We will refine the design based on feedback and
on-going environmental studies. Our design will strike
a good balance between maximising the electricity
output of the site while carefully relating to its existing
use. We will work with the lecal landscape to reduce
the visual impact on the surrounding area.

Environmental Impact
Assessment

The process of gathering robust environmental

baseline data on a site is vital to designing a wind
farm. Surveys and assessments are undertaken by

a team of specialist environmental and technical

consultants. The results and findings will be detalled ot w19

in an Ervironmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Report,
which will be publiciy available following submission Max Blade Tip Heights vpw 200m
of an application.

Expected instaited ww 136.8mw
Wind Capacity (MW Section 36 consent applcatior
Estimated Ganeration 140,000
About Statkraft {nomes equivalent) Hames et year 1
Statkraft is Europe’s largest generator of renewable u;"':;;'m“‘“" it :' :I.-.F:GB-'-'I-.OOO
energdy, with origins going back over 125 years in
Norwegian hydropower. Our Scottish headguarters are O Lt w50 Years

in Glasgow and we have more than 6,000 employees
inover 21 countries. Across the Highlands, we have

113 Bawet om 19 5 T2EW i, local wind noecurcs sssame and

seven wind farms and one pumped hydro storage smragin 5otk et comunpliar o 3 0TS pa (DESHZ L 20341
Sy 4 IZiMased e LIE BMW 1 £% par M of brvi slbad capssity B ooemerdad.
facility in operation or development. akin o fursd et by ws b irskabed capacty,

Project website: www.coille-beith.co.uk
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Coille Beith Wind Farm

Indicative Layout

:9 Statkraft

o= . . '} OYKEL BRIDGE

&5

| Lecenp

: ® Proposed turbines 3 i A
up o 200m tip height i i -

| = Site boundary

B 2
i a " L i

Plan showing Coille Beith Wind Farm scoping layout.

PROJECT TIMELINE

July 2024
- Submit scoping

September 2024
- Public consultation to discuss initial layout

Spring 2025
- Public consultation to share revised layout
and gather further feedback

Summer 2025
—+ Submit Section 36 Planning Application
to Scottish Government

Summer 2026
- Expected planning decision

Indicative limescaie. sutjec] i e

i

&80

Community Opportunity

Based on a 19 turbine scheme, the project would
deliver a community benefit fund of £684,000 per year
for the lifetime of the development. We will also be
offering the opportunity for shared ownership uptake
as well as a feasibility study for the area to enhance
broadband connectivity for the area.

Contact us:

(D  Freephone:0800 772 0668
@ Email: UKProjects@statkraft.com

Website: www.collle-belth.co.uk
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Mr Scott Vetters
Chairperson

Creich Community Council
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Dear Mr Vetters,
Coille Beith Wind Farm Proposal

As you may be aware, we held two public exhibitions on the 25th and 2Gth of September
2024 at Rosehall Village Hall and Qykel Bridge Hotel, respectively, to outline the early-
stage proposals for the Caoille Beith Wind Farm, located appro:amately 15km southwest of
Lairg and 18km northwest of Bonar Bridge. These exhibitions were advertised in the Press
& Journal and Morthern Times newspapers. Residents were also individually lettered
ahead of the exhibitions.

Qur scoping request {submitted to the Scottish Government Energy Consents Unit (ECU)
in July 2024 - ref. ECU00005173), proposes a maximum of 18 turbines with a tip height of
up to 200m. However, as explained at the public exhibitions, the number of turbines will
reduce as the proposal progresses through the iterative Environmental Impact Assessment
{ElA) design process, and as we receive feedback from statutory consultees and the local
community.

We were pleased that the exhibition was well attended - including two representatives from
the community council - and that residents took time to engage with us. We met with 38
residents over two days, and 232 filled out feedback forms.

Some of the key topics discussed were:

*+ The need to reduce local energy bills;

+  Wind farm access route;

+ Expanding the community benefit funding (E5000 per MW per year) inclusion zone;

+ The effects on landscape, natural environment and business/tourism; and

* The inclusion of 2 proposed Battery Energy Storage System within the planning
proposals.




A d . 9 POST FIRST PUBLIC CONSULTATION:
ppen IX CONTINUED UPDATE TO CREICH COMMUNITY COUNCIL

We will take all the views expressed and everything we have learned on board as we move
forward. We are currently in the process of answering any questions submitted on the
feedback forms or by residents attending the exhibitions in person.

The following link lets you view our exhibition documents, including the resident's invite,
exhibition display boards & leaflet and viewpoints hitps:{projects. statkraft co. uk/Coille-
Beith/groject-documents!

Further information can be found on our project website
hitps:fiprejects.statkraft co.uk/Coile-Baith!

We encourage people to register on the website to ensure they are kept up to date as the
project progresses, and o easily contact us.

If you require copies of the exhibition brochure or wish to discuss any aspect of the project.
please do not hesitate to contact ma.

On behalf of the project team, | would like to meset with the representatives of Creich
Community Couwncil shead of our second public consultation event in spring 2025. This
meeting will provide an opportunity to discuss the proposal in more detzil, address any
guestions, and ensure that the views and concemns of the community are fully considered
as we move forward. We look forward to arranging a convenient time to meet and
collaborate.

fours sincerely,

Fraser Clarke
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To:

Mr Les Waugh

Chairperson

Ardgay & District Community Council

POSTAL ADDEE S
Sencrai U L3
The Giamant Faciony
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13 November 2024 011 B8 1444
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Dear Mr Waugh,
Coille Beith Wind Farm Proposal

Firstly, | would like to send my congratulations to Ardgay and District Community Council on
successfully reforming and returning to action after a short absence. Itis important to ensure
that local communities are represented, and it demonstrales the strength and resilience of
the community in ensuring that its voice is heard on key issues,

We understand how vital it is for residenis to have a platform for meaningful participation in
decisions thal affect the future of their area. In this spirit, we are pleased to intfroduce our
proposal for the Coille Beith Wind Farm now the Council has reformed. We believe this
project will bring significant benefits to the local community, from sustainable energy
generation lo potential economic opportunities.,

As you may be aware, we have already held two public exhibitions on the 25" and 267 of
September 2024 at Rosehall Village Hall and Oykel Bridge Hotel, respectively, to outline the
early-stage proposals for the Collle Beith Wind Farm proposal, located approximately 15km
southwest of Lairg and 18km northwest of Bonar Bridge. These exhibitions were advertised
in the Press & Joumnal and MNeorthemn Times newspapers. Local residents were also
individually mailed ahead of the exhibitions.

Our scoping request (submitied to the Scottish Government Energy Consents Unit (ECU) in
July 2024 - ref. ECUQD005173), proposes a maximum of 19 turbines with a tip height of up
to 200m, However, as explained at the public exhibitions, the number of turbines will reduce
as the proposal progresses through the iterative Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
design process, and as we receive feedback from statutory consultees and the local
community,

We were pleased that the exhibition was well attended - including two representatives from
Creich Community Council - and that residents look time 10 engage with us, We met with 38
residents over two days, and 23 filled out feedback forms.

Some of the key topics discussed were:
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« The need lo reduce local energy bills;

+ Wind farm access route;

+ Expanding the community benefit funding (E5000 per MV per year) inclusion zone;

» The effects on landscape, natural environment and businessitourism; and

+ The inclusion of a proposed Battery Energy Storage System within the planning
proposals.

We will lake all the views expressed and everything we have learmed on board as we move
forward, We are currently in the process of answering any questions submitted on the
feedback forms or by residents attending the exhibitions in person.

The following link lets you view our exhibition documents, including the resident’s invite,
exhibition display boards & leaflet and viewpoints https:/projects.statkraft co.uk/Coille-
ith)project- ument

Further information can be found on our project website
hittps:iprojects statkraft co uk/Collle-Beith/

We encourage people lo register on the website lo ensure they are kepl up to date as the
project progresses, and o easily contact us.

If you require copies of the exhibition brochure or wish lo discuss any aspecl of the project,
please do not hesilate to contact me.

Once again, congratulations to the Ardgay and District Community Council on your reform
and renewed efforts. We look forward 1o returning in the spring next year with a project
update and a second public exhibition; when dales are confirmed for our next public
exhibiion, we will write to you o invite you lo attend.

Ahead of the second exhibition the project team would also like to offer you the opportunity
o meet with us to discuss the project and raise any questions, should this be of interest to
the Community Council.

Yours sincerely,

Fraser Clarke

Fropct Ma
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Dear Clir Baird,

Collle Bolth Wind Farm Proposal updata
Thank you for taking the lime to attend our first exhibition at Rosehall.

As you know we held two public exhibitions on the 257 and 267 of September 2024 at
Rosehall Village Hall and Oykel Bridge Hotel, respectively, 1o outline the early-stage
proposals for the Coillke Beith Wind Farm, located approximately 15km southwest of Lairg
and 18km northwest of Bonar Bridge.

DOur scoping request (submitted to the Scottish Government Energy Consents Unit (ECU)
in July 2024 - ref. ECUDD005173), proposes a maximum of 19 turbines with a tip height of
up to 200m. As explained at the public exhibitions. the number of turbines will reduce as
the proposal progresses through the iterative Envirgnmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
design procass, and as we receive feedback from statutory consultees as well as the local
COMEUnty.

We were pleased that the exhibition was well attended and that residents took time to
angage with us. We met with 38 residents over two days, and 23 filled out feedback forms.

Some of the key topics discussed were:

» The need to reduce local energy bills;

= Wind farm access route;

» Expanding the community benefit funding (E5,000 per MW per year) inclusion
Zone;

+ The effacts on landscape, natural émvironment, and businessiournsm: and

» The inclusien of a proposed Battery Energy Storage System within the planning
proposals.
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We will take all the views expressed, and everything we have leamed, on board as we
move forward. We are currently in the process of answering any questions submitted on
the feedback forms or by residents attending the exhibitions in person.

The following link lets you view our exhibition documents, including the resident’s invite,
exhibition display boards & leaflet and viewpoints hitps:Vprojects statkraft co.uk/Caoille-
Beith/project-documents/

Further information can be found on our website https:iprojects statkraft. co. uk/Caoille-
Beith/

We encourage people to register on the website to ensure they are kept up to date as the
project progresses and to easily contact us.

If you require copies of the exhibition brochure or wish to discuss any aspect of the project,
please do not hesitate to contact me.

‘We look forward to returning in the spring next year with a project update and a second
public exhibition; when dates are confirmed for our next public exhibitions, we will write to
you to invite you to attend. In the meantime, we would be happy to arrange to meet with
you online ar in person if you have guestions about the project or wish to find out more.

Yours sincerely,

Fraser Clarke
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Dear Ms Grant,
Coille Beith Wind Farm Proposal

As you may be aware, we held two public exhibilions on the 25" and 26" of September
2024 at Rosehall Village Hall and Oykel Bridge Hotel, respectively, to outline the early-
stage proposals for the Coille Beith Wind Farm, located approximately 15km southwest of
Lairg and 18km northwest of Bonar Bridge.

Qur scoping request (submitted to the Scottish Government Energy Consents Unit (ECU)
in July 2024 - ref. ECUD0005173), proposes a maximum of 19 turbines with a tip height of
up to 200m. As explained al the public exhibitions, the number of turbines will reduce as
the proposal progresses through the iterative Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
design process, and as we receive feedback from statutory consullees as well as the local
community.

We were pleased that the exhibition was well attended and that residents took time to
engage with us. We met with 38 residents over two days. and 23 filled oul feedback forms.

Some of the key topics discussed were:

s The need to reduce local energy bills;

* Wind farm access route;

+ Expanding the community benefit funding (£5,000 per MW per year) inclusion
Zone;

+ The effects on landscape, natural environment, and business/tourism; and

s The inclusion of a proposed Battery Energy Storage System within the planning
proposals.

We will take all the views expressed, and everything we have leamed, on board as we
move forward. We are currently in the process of answering any questions submitted on
the feedback forms or by residents attending the exhibitions in person.
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The following link lets you view our exhibition documents, including the resident’s invite.
exhibition display boards & leaflet and viewpoints hiips-/iprojects stalkraft co.uk/Coille-
Beith/project-documenits/

Further information can be found on our website hitps.//projects. statkraft co.uk/Coille-
Beith/

We encourage people to register on the websile o ensure they are kept up to date as the
project progresses and lo easily contact us.

If you require copies of the exhibition brochure or wish to discuss any aspect of the project,
please do not hesitate to contact me.

We look forward to returning in the spring next year with a project update and a second
public exhibition; when dates are confirmed for our next public exhibitions, we will write lo
you 1o invite you to attend. In the meantime, we would be happy o arange to meet with
you online or in person if you have questions about the project or wish to find out more.

Yours sincerely,

Fraser Clarke
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Dear Mr Vetters,

Coille Baith Wind Farm Proposal

Further to our letter dated 13.11.24, we would like to reiterate the offer of a meeting with
the community council to provide an update on our Coille Beith Wind Farm proposal.

Our first two days of public exhibitions in September last year outlined the early-stage
proposals for the Coille Beith Wind Farm and were well attended — including two
representatives from the community council. We would very much like to continue our
dialogue ahead of our second public consultation event in spring this year. This meeting
would provide an opportunity to discuss the proposal in more detail, address any
questions, and ensure that the views and concerns of the community are fully considered
as we move forward,

As a reminder, all materials from our first exhibition are available online at the following
link, including the resident’s invite, exhibition display boards & leaflet and viewpoints:

hitps:/iprojects statkraft.co.ukiCoille-Beith/project-docurments/.

We hope to hear from you soon 1o arrange a convenient time to meet and collaborate.

Yours sincerely,

Fraser Clarke

Project Manager




FOLLOW UP LETTER TO COMMUNITY

Append IX 1 4 COUNCILS OFFERING MEETING: ARDGAY &
DISTRICT
@ Statkraft
Ta:
Mr Les Waugh
Chairperson
Ardgay & District Community Council
7 February 2025 E—Eﬁiw::;:;m

it (80 772 s
oo 2k
| Fuua s o
Dear Mr Waugh,
Coille Beith Wind Farm Proposal

Further to our letter dated 13.11.24, we would like to reiterate the offer of a meeting with
the community council 1o provide an update on our Coille Beith Wind Farm proposal,

Our first two days of public exhibitions in September last year cutlined the early-slage
proposals for the Coille Beith Wind Farm and were well attended. We would very much like
to continue our dialogue ahead of our second public consultation event in spring this year.
This meeting would provide an opportunity to discuss the propesal in more detall, address
any questions, and ensure that the views and concerns of the community are fully
considered as we move forward.

As a reminder, all materials from our first exhibition are available online at the following
link, including the resident’s invite, exhibition display boards & leaflet and viewpoints:
hiips:/projects statkrafl.co uk/Coille-Beith/project-documents!.

We hope to hear from you soon to arrange a convenient ime o meet 1o discuss the
project.

Yours sincerely,

Fraser Clarke
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PRESENTATION TO CREICH AND ARDGAY &
DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCILS

Coille Beith

Wind Farm

Community Council Meeting

March 2025

Agenda

1

Introductions

Project Team and Statkraft

4

Design Evolution

How the wind farm layout has changed

2

Coille Beith Wind Farm

Project Overview

S

Requested Information

Providing answers to your questions

<)

Policy Context

Enef explanation of supporting policy

6

Next Steps

Timeline of what comes next

=) Statkraft




A d . 1 5 PRESENTATION TO CREICH AND ARDGAY &
ppen IX CONTINUED DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCILS

Introductions
Project Team & Statkraft

Project Team Representatives
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Who are Statkraft? ——f
: : e o
* The largest generator of renewable energy in T_’_ e i
Europe e/ el . s
mdEss, —
* A state-owned utility with origins in Norwegian ——————— T
hydropower 130 years ago ; “hegrird Al

* Operating in the UK since 2006
¢ Scottish Head Office in Glasgow N R ——

* Development pipeline includes wind, solar, s | -
: it : 2
hydrogen, and grid stability services o e
* Nine projects operating or in development in the g "J\ 2 P M.
Highlands — Y . e
T A Wi
* Distributed over £4 million to communities near e
operating wind farms g
=) Statkraft
i

Coille Beith Wind Farm

Project Overview

Click to add subtitle
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Coille Beith Wind Farm
Project Overview

et i =) Statkraft il
b B s e Up to 11 wind urbines (reduced from 19) and
; : R . i e suppornting infrastructure

e
1. 5 -_j'ﬂ @ Up to 200 metre (m) tip height
. s
e st
’,é;;.’_ i e _\; .h N | Secured grid connection at Dalchork substation with
ot o T e L. A [ . a connection date of 2032
ks : : q"“ '\ Raasarw Optian |
B | \“x ! N | l
3 “\_\t‘ A ] / @ Habitat Improvement Measures
-t g - -
Q'\ b ," -~
L
= T e _,‘_,-'fy = Community Benefit Fund and oppertunity
e L = = for Shared Ownership

=) statkraft

Policy Context
Brief explanation of
supporting policy
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Policy Context

Brief summary

* The Paris Agreement (2016) L Ck to add text

Met Zerc —
* The Climate Change (Emissions Reduction Targets) Strategy
Back G ji§

{Scotland) Act 2019 i

* Onshore Wind Policy Statement (2022)

* UK Net Zero Strategy (2023)
* Draft Energy Strategy and Just Transition Plan (2023)

* National Planning Framework 4 (2023)

. Z) Statkraft

Design Evolution
How the wind farm
layout has changed

Click to add sublitie
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Appendix 15 conTinued

Design Evolution
How the wind farm design has changed

————— —

P S D satkmft =% St

‘% Reduction of eight turbines B
e ey

Presents as a balanced turbine array from viewpoints.
where visible ! S

Turbine array has moved south away from River § . = .
3 Qvkel valley ® 2 ;
7 - (] v e |
L] o
Revised mrbine locations aveids ensite em'imnmmif\ %
o constraints, including watercourses \ A
L] -
% -]
*

=) statkraft

Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV)

How the wind farm design has changed

Caul Mere Somsmit
Cazisp Summin

Bea Moce Sumamit

Qlas Mheall Mer Semmmit

§ ARIT Ele of Sutherland

10 Footpath, Rappach Water

11 AS4S Appzosch to Boaar Bridpe
12 Bes Wy Summis

13 Disbidale Ridge

14 Summit of Beins a0 Etin

15 Track west of Strath Cuilennach
16 Strath Cuileannach

V7 Seana Bhidigh Semsait

15 Bes Kiltvesk

19 Creag Mier Semmmit

20 Orykel Bridge vo Gien Etnig Focepaty

n =) statkraft
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Requested Information
Providing answers to your
questions

Battery Energy Storage System

“BESS System™

* The Development was introduced via a Scoping Report to the ECU and at Autumn 2024 Public
Exhibitions; at this stage, the Development included a Battery Energy Storage System.

* Whilst BESS is now a standard and useful component of onshore wind developments in Scotland, it was
clear from public feedback that BESS was a real source of concern.

* The project team have therefore removed BESS from Coille Beith Wind Farm plans.

" =) Statkraft




A d . 1 5 PRESENTATION TO CREICH AND ARDGAY &
ppen IX el UL LIS DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCILS

Environmental Impact including Hydrology

“Effect on the environment”

The planning application will contain an environmental impact assessment (EIA).

Written by independent assessors who are professionally responsible for their assessments. Assessments are reviewed and
commented upon by statutory consultees (SEPA, NatureScot, HES etc.).

Embedded Design Mitigation.

Additional Mitigation.

* Planning controls — ongoing water guality monitering etc,

= =) statkraft

Environmental Impact including Hydrology

“Conirol of run-off”

During construction all works will be in accordance with a Construction Environmental Management
Plan (CEMP) and contractor Construction Method Statements. The CEMP is written by experts and
reviewed/approved by the local authority and SEPA.

Sediment buffers and control structures will be employed, detailed within a site drainage plan.

Designated areas for storage of materials etc. away from watercourses and if required stored on an
impervious base within rainwater monitored bunds.

Interceptor drip trays.

Water quality monitoring.

Clean water diversion.

" =) Statkraft
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Cumulative Assessment

“Provide an assessment of the cumulative effect of the proposed development with other planned
del'.orapmems {those thal are apw'a.rimm!, those that are already consented and those where an
application has been submitted but not yet determined)”

* The extent of environmental effects may be altered when considered cumulatively, therefore our
planning application will provide a full, robust cumulative assessment.

* Each environmental topic will assess the development’s effect in isolation and then cumulatively.

* The list of developments to be included will be as of the end of February / start of March 2025.

= =) Statkraft

" =) Statkraft
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PRESENTATION TO CREICH AND ARDGAY &
DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCILS

Emergency Planning

“Emergencies and disasters mitigation™

* Emergency and disaster events associated with onshore wind farms are not common.

The construction of a wind farm is a highly controlled and scrutinised activity and therefore emergency and disaster events are

unlikely. Should they occur, the construction team will have well-established plans in place to mitigate and react to events,

Statkraft has a full-time operations team, with 24/7 functio

; the team are expertly trained in emergency response and disaster

mitigation. The wind farm would be fitted with turbine monitoring via SCADA to detect any issues.

ELA assesses the Development's susceptibility to natural disasters.

=) Statkraft

Access & Traffic

“Access to site”

Access to the site is currently planned to be via the consented
Strath Oykel Wind Farm or the consented Meall Buidhe Wind
Farm.

Working with other developers to minimise effects.

The port of éntry is likely to be Nigg or Invergordon.

The exact proposed route to site is still being determined.

* Qur planning application will contain the details of the
proposed route to site.

“Traffic management — deliveries (stone,
concrete, lurbines) & workers”

A traffic & transport assessment will be included within the
EIA as part of the planning application.

A Construction Traffic Management Plan will be agreed with
the ransport authorities ahead of construction. The CTMP
will include times where deliveries can and cannot take place.

Turbine components will be delivered along the agreed route
in line with the agreed CTME. Turbine components are
delivered outwith peak periods under the supervision of
Police Scotland.

Onsite concrete batching is being explored.

Onsite borrow pits.

=) Statkraft
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Grid Connection

“Grid connection — when, where to, & timetable for work if consented”

* Secured grid connection for 2032.

* Dalchork Substation is the current point of connection.

* The exact grid route is not yet known (SSEN responsibility, separate planning process) it is likely that
nearby wind farm grid connections are aligned so that they follow similar routes where possible.

* Trident poles not transmission pylons.

x =) Statkraft

Community Wealth Building

“Effect on local economy”™ “Community benefir — how much “Work for local companies, employees —
and how is it delivered?” diiring construction and long term™
* Approx 30 FTE positions in * E£396,000 per year (based on 11 7.2 * Constiction
;on.j.".“cm;;m“m.g.u“ of local MW turbines) - Working with UHL Developing
I AT * Community Benefit area to be the Young Workforce and others to
* Supply roles for construction identified and agreed with the create "’f‘f“‘g and skills
compound community opportunties

= Supplier Database for local
companies to get involved

Need for accommodation, provisions Fund managed independently but in

and other services over | 8-month partnership with the communiry
tructi iod . ;
SREREHOR eSS * Operational funds at Berry Burn and Qpsraticn
Baillie Wind Farm = 1-3 permanent FTE roles

= Creates roles for operations and
maintenance suppliers

z =) Statkraft
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Community Consultation

“Community consultation - independent survey of local residents, feedback from consultations™

* Two Pre-Application Consultations
- September 2024 and April 2025
- Advertised by mailing to 300+ households and businesses near the site
- Provides feedback to Statkraft to inform our design decisions

* Statutory Consultation
- Carried out by the Energy Consents Unit; Used to inform advice to Scottish Ministers
- Advertised in local and national newspapers

- Statkraft will advise local stakeholders and those who have requested updates of details following submission of our
application and the start of the consultation period

= Print copy of full application available in the local area - feedback on location welcome

u =) statkraft

Next Steps
Timeline of what
comes next
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Next Steps

Timeline of what comes next

April 2025 Summer 2025 2030 - onwards

We will hobd two further pulblic events The ECU will fun a consultation pesvod Construction wouald take up 1o
to exhibit the project and the design where consultees and members of the 1%-months

chamges since we last held events. public will comment ca proposals,

May 2025 2026 - 2027
We will submnst cor planning applscation A decion could be expected in 2024, subject 1o
o the Energy Consents Uit (ECU). the requarement for a PLI if requaned

. =) Statkraft

L

Thank you

More info at mvw.m;'ws.slmkmﬂm.uh’Coille-Bei;l;{_
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Craich Community Council - representing people Postal address.
living within the communities of Bonar Bridge, T L
Irwershin, Rosehall, & Spinningdale in the county
of Sutherland in the Morth Highfands of Scotland.

Sent by emad, i
-'\." 2 ngermet

Dabe Diur red. E-mail

Dear Mr Scolt Vetlers,
Creich Community Council Meeting 03/03/2025: Clarifications

Introduction

Thank you for allowing the Codle Beith Wind Farm project team. on bahall of Statirafl, 1o present to Creich
Community Council and members of the public al your recent meeting on 03 March 2025,

Dwring the mesting, | gave a presentation on Codlle Beith Wind Farm (‘the Proposed Development’) and
participated in 8 Q&A session where questions were asked by both community council members and the
public. Some toplcs discussed required further investigation or canfication. which i sel out below.

Battery Energy Storage System (BESS)

Al the Community Councll meeting | confirmed thal, following community feedback. BESS has been removed
from the Proposed Development. In the Q8A session which followed it was asked, even with the removal of
the BESS, whather the Proposed Development would sl connect into another BESS, The project team
answered this question bul thare were some back-and-forth exchanges, and | falt that the answar may have
been lost. Therefore, for clanity, the answer 1o this question s no, the Proposed Development will not be
connected 10 any BESS development.

Cumulative Landscape & Visual Assessment

Questions were raised aboul which schemes would be included within the cumulative assessment within the
planning application. Following the meeting, | sought clarity on this point from qualiied chanered landscape
architecis who will undertake the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA), including a cumulative
assessmant in ine with the appropriate guidance from Statutory Consultees, such as NatureScot.

The design of the Proposed Development considers the interaction with other existing and proposed
developments of similar scale on landscape character and views/ visual amenlly, Turbines under 50 m lo tip,
single wrbines beyend 5 km from the site, and schemes at scoping stage ate nol included unless specifically
requestad by the determining authority. Regarding schemes at scoping stage, they are not included (unless
olherwise requested by the delérmining autherity) as they are unlikely to have a finaksed layoul against which
an assassment can be made, or the schemes may not be brought forward 1o application or operation. The
primary focus will be on the key cumulative effects which are likely to influence decision making, that ks

ENUW E-rmail Telephors
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polentially significant affects, ather than an assessment of every polential cumulative effect. This is likely o
b wind farms in the immeediate landscape conted (up to 20 km).

A review of patterns of development is provided for operational, consented, and proposed wind fams which
are the subject of a valid planning application, up 1o 45 km from the Site. The cumulative baseline is updated
until approximataly 3 months prier o submission when the cumulative baseline |s finalised. The list of projects
to be assessed is usually identified through desk top research and Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) mapping.
Wind farms that are operational of under construction are included as part of the baseline.

The ‘primary’ LVIA will consider the potential effects of the addion of the Proposed Development to the
existing landscape against a baseline thal includes existing wind farms and those under construction. The
cumulative LVIA will consider the polenitial cumulative effects of the Proposed Development, against a baseline
thai includes wind farms that may or may not be present in the landscape in the future (i.e. including wind
farms that are consented bul unbulit or part of an L mined licaticn). Wind farm appl 15 thal have
bean refused but that are subjact to appeal will also be considered in the assessment. For those schemes
which are al scoping (and not requesied to be included by the datermining authority) but ultimately do coma
forward into planning, then those schemes and their cumulative LVIA would consider the Proposed
Development: therefone, ensuring that cumulative impact i assessed robustly and in full

The polential visibility of cumulative wind farm development s described and represented by supporting
wireline drawings and photomoniages which clearly distinguishes betwesn esach individual project and its
status within the planning system. This is used io establish in-addition and in-combination cumulative affects
o bath the Bindscape and views.

Cumulative Transport Assessmant

Simdarly, questions were asked aboul the cumulalive transport assessment. Al commitied significant
developments within the study area will be Included in the assessment, in line with l.ranspt:ﬂpiaﬂnlng guidance,
These will include any form of development (enengy or non-enengy), with the it

assuming that all peak traffic events coincide 1o provide a robust assessmant of the road network.

Micro-siting

A member of the public asked about micro-siting, noting it had the potential to undo elements of embedded
design mitigation assessed within the Environmental Impact Assessment. The project team explained the
requinement of micro-siling and the checks in place o ensure any micro-siting ks nol contrary o wider planning
protections,

Micro-siting allows for wind farm infrastrecture to have its location adjusted by a preacribed distance (typlcally
up o 50 m). Micro-siting is secured via a planning condition attached to the planning permission and its
purpose is 1o allow fexibilly to avoid unforeseen construction constraints such as unexpecied geoclogical
features, archatological fealures, or deep areas of peal, for exarmple. Should micro-siting be required, it must
be within the bounds of the planning condition which sets out micro-siting restrictions, for example that a turbine
cannot be moved o a location which has a greater overall impact on peat than the original location. The
planning condition will reguire that all permissibde micro-siting should be submitted to and approved in wriling
by the Ecological Cherk of Works prior to the micro-siting being implemented. Detailed site investigations (51),
often also lermed as ground investigations (G1). are undertaken ahead of construction lo better understand
the ground conditons ele.

Physical Copy of Planning Application for Inspection

At the Community Council meeting, the project leam requested leedback from the Community Council on
suggested locations for locating Coille Beith Wind Farm's planning application for public inspection. Due to the
busy schedule of the Community Council, immediate feedback was nol possible. We would ke to ask the
Commumity Council o consider if Bonar Bridge Library & an appropriate location for the public copy of the
application to be hedd. If nol. we would welcome suggestions for altemative locations in the area that would be
able 10 host the apphication and are open 10 the genaral publc.,

ENUW E-masd Telephons
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Information Day

Al eommunity coundl mestings before the planning application submission, some questions cannot be
answerad unlil assessments are completad by technical experts. | therelore propose an Information Day after
the planning application submission, where the project leam can hold a drop-in session Tor the public 1o visil
and ask questions based on the application documents. Please confirm i this is of interest, and | will arrange
twith the community in due course, following planning application submession,

Concluslon

| trust the above is clear and provides dlarification; however, | remain avadlable should questions remain. Can
| again thank you and the Community Councl members for their time; the engagement of Community Councal
members and the public is very much welcomed by Statkrafl as an impertant and valued part of the pre-
application process. Some community membears raised concems aboul the planning process; duwing the
Information Day, should it be confirmed, thi Project Team can discuss the planning system with membars of
ther public in a bid 1o ease concerns. We are committed (o ransparency and ongoing engagement o ensure
the communily's views are fully considered

Yours sincerely,

Frase

ENUWL E-mail Telephone
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SECOND PUBLIC EXHIBITION: INVITATION
SENT TO OVER 300 PROPERTIES
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Maximising
Community Benefits

Losal Supply fham

We want 10 work with ocal Buknesses.
We'ne esbed in hearing from all fypes
of kocad suppliers, 1T Caseving and
OO 10 SRR SUDPLETS
s enginoering frms.

Srathraft s dedicated to engaging
with commuritias and bringag
maaningfhl benafits.

Developing Highland Skiiks

Dur BArINGrahin with th Linkersity

oif that Highiands and slands suppons
0 gereration of Skified wotkens @

P Highlands. This includes funding
SCNOUSRIDS 50 Selhmr i SCIeOUSLS
and engneers we reed for the future.

Community Benafit Fund
Wi g COMAITEY 1 5 Commisty
Eeewfit Fund tha defvers, £5,000
lirechen. ke | por MW irstailed, per year,
for the operaconal Etime ol the projecL -

Shased Denership

We are keen o-offer Shared Ownershin
H there ks tocal inkeess. We wousd ke
10 eae your visnes 0n enabiing the
CEMMUNITY Cwa B 3700 of The Brofect

Meet the Project Team:

==

@ Phione the project hotline: (%)
0800 772 0668 ibPrieciuatiat oo

RENEWABLES = soshrenewables

Invitation to Public Exhibition:
2 - 3 April 2025

=) Statkraft

Coille Beith Wind Farm

We are writing 1o you with an update on our proposal
for Collle Beith Wind Farm.

W st warTting: by ViU 10 peowide an pdiate: oo the proposed Codle Beth
Wind Farm and 40 invite you &0 our next round of public axhREbans.
Fostowirg our first exhititions in September 2024, we have been canying

put surveys a8 pari of ow Emdroomental Impact Aasessment and amending
our desgns based on survey resulis and puic Rredback. Based on feedbach
we harer removed the proposed Battery Energy Stonage System. reduced the
number of planned turtines, and relocated plannad turtines.

W Gur Dbl Exhitiniond i Rosahal of Bur DAect wetrilo 10 d GUt o
Bbout e Chargis wo hue made.

About Us

Seatieal & Curope's Brpes! Pecardior of modwibis onandy, wi
bach gvird 125 yedrs o Nocwigian ydiopower, Qur 500
in (o Bd v have man hae 7000 ermployes in o 20 countries.
Arross the Mghlands, s Fuave so wing Tarems and ane pormped i stomge
ety in St Blicen & SrvplGpml

wewstatirafteouk 00 wwweellle-beithoouk

Coille Beith Wind Farm Proposal

Key Changes since 2024
- Removal of 8 turbines

@ Statkraft

For more information, visit:
www.coille-beith.co.uk

- Removal of Battery Energy Storage System

11 turbines

{medduced from 13)

£396,000

Community Berafit Fund por year

A masimam height
' o Bdade tip of up te

200m

Powering 78,000
Scottish houses
per year®

Opportunities i exphae othes —
community DEnefits e ey o b v o e

We expect to submit our application to the Scottish Government
in May 2025. Visit our website to request emall updates about

the project.

i LOCAL
EXHIBITIONS

2 April 2025:
2pm - Tpm
Rosehall Village Hall

3 April 2025:

| 1Dam -2pm
. Rosshall Village Hall

ONLINE

EXHIBITION

2 April - 16 April 2025
warw,collle-beith.co.uk

Yiew can find ot mose about our
POHOCTS and the vy we worH 8t
worw staghn




. SECOND PUBLIC EXHIBITION: INVITATION
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FEEDBACK FORM ENCLOSED WITH INVITE TO RESIDENTS

Please tell us what you think - compiete and return in the envelope provided
=) Statkraft o i

Your questions and comments:

YES NO UNSURE
PUBLIC EXHIBITION

SPRING 2025

COILLE BEITH = v
WIND FARM

You can use this form to let

us know your views or ask any YES N0 UNSURE
questi we will respond to all

queries as quickly as .

PRIVACY STATEMENT Tithe:
st tor prvacy 8o YES HO UNSURE :
Narne:
Address:
Yes please, | would like to receive a respomse
to my guestion and commants (¥ applicable)
nd project updates L
Postoode:
Emall;
No thank you, | do mot w i respanse
to my gaestion and comments (if applicable] Tel:

o project updates
www.collle-beith.co.uk
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Postal address

AO S i T ¥ By 5 Phane
Wia I 4 (L
Data Ouar raf. Lbatnat

E-mail
Dear Mr Vatters,

Coille Beith Wind Farm Proposal

| am wiriting to provide an update on the proposed Coille Beith Wind Farm, located approximately 15km
southwest of Lairg and 18km northwest of Bonar Bridge, and o invite you 1o our upcoming public
axhibitions.

Since our initial consultations in September 2024, we hava been conducting surveys as part of our
Environmental Impact Assessment and rafining cur design based on survey findings and public feedback. In
response to this inpul, we have remowved the proposed Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) and reduced
tha number of planned turbines from 18 to 11.

We recantly attended the manthly mestings of both Creich and Ardgay & District Community Councils, which
are tha closest o the project site. We appreciated the opportunity to attend their meelings, where wea wena
able to engage directly with residents and address their queslions in person. Prior lo the meeting, the
community councils forwarded key topics for discussion, allowing us to ensure all relevant points wene
covared. A link to the presentation can be found here: hitps:itinyurl. comfyercsBoy

The second round of public exhibitions for the proposed project are as follows:

14:00 to 19:00, Wednesday, 2° April 2025 at Rosehall Village Hall
10:00 to 14:00, Thursday, 3" April 2025 at Rosehall Village Hall

We are happy o sat up a video call with you if you would like to discuss the project in more detail.

Altached to this letler is a copy of the resident’s invile lo the sacond axhibition (sent to approximately 300
househelds in the surrounding communities), which should have arrived no later than tomorrow (18.3.25), to
inform them of the exhibitions above. The events will also be adverlised in the Press & Journal (18™ March)
and the Morthern Times (21 March).

Thank you for the opportunity to update you on our proposals. Please conlact me at
fraser.clarke(@statkralt.com if you require any further information or have any gqueries.

Yours sincaraly,

ENUW E-rmall Telephonse
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@ Statkraft

Postal address

FAQ: Micha Phone
via 1! it i 1
?laln Dur ref. Intarnet

E -mail
Dear Clir Baird,

Coille Beith Wind Farm Proposal

| am wiriting to provide an update on the proposed Coille Beith Wind Farm, located approximately 15km
southwest of Lairg and 18km northwest of Bonar Bridge, and o invile you 1o our upcoming public
exhibitions.

Since ouwr initial consultations in Seplembar 2024, we have been conducting sunveys as parl of our
Envircnmental Impact Assessmenlt and refining our design based on survey findings and public feadback. In
responsa o this inpuf, we have remowved the proposed Battery Energy Slorage Syslem (BESS) and reduced
the number of planned turbines from 19 to 11.

Wea recently attended the monthly meetings of both Creich and Ardgay & District Community Councils, which
are the closast to the project site. We appreciated the opportunity to attend their meetings, whene wa weare
able to engage directly with residents and address their quastions in person. Prior o the mesting, the
communily councils forwarded key lopics for discussion, allowing us to ensure all relevant poinls were
coverad. A link 1o the presentation can be found here: hitps:itinyurl.comdyercsBoy

The second round of public axhibitions for the proposed project are as follows:

14:00 to 19:00, Wednesday, 2° April 2025 at Rosehall Village Hall
10:00 to 14:00, Thursday, 3 April 2025 at Rosehall Village Hall

We are happy lo sel up a video call with you if you would like to discuss the project in more detail.

Allached fo this letter is a copy of the resident’s invile to the second exhibition (sent o approximaltely 300
households in the surrounding communities ), which should have arrived no later than tomorrow (18.3.25), o
inform them of the axhibitions above. The events will also be advertised in the Press & Journal (18" March)
and the Northern Timas (21% March).

Thank you for the opportunity to update you on our proposals. Please conlacl me at
fraser.clarke@statkrafl.com if you require any further information or have any gueries.

Yours sinceraly,

ENUWIL E-mail Telephome
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@ Statkraft

Posial address

B Phl?nn

Diate Dur ref.
. Interned

E-mail

Dear Mr Mountain,
Caoille Beith Wind Farm Proposal

| am writing to provide an update on the proposed Coille Baith Wind Farm, located approximataly 15km
southwesl of Lairg and 18km northwest of Bonar Bridge, and o invile you to our upcoming public
axhibitions.

Since our initial consultations in September 2024, we have been conducting surveys as part of our
Environmeanial Impact Assessment and refining our design based on survey findings and public feedback. In
responsa to this input, we have removed the proposed Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) and reduced
the number of planned turbines from 18 to 11.

Wae recently attended the monthly meelings of both Creich and Ardgay & District Community Councils, which
are the closest to the project site. We appreciated the opportunity to attend their meetings, whare we weare
ahle to engage directly with residants and address their questions in person. Prior to the mesating, tha
community councils forwarded key topics for discussion, allowing us to ensure all relevant points were
covarad. A link o the presantation can ba found here: hitps:\finyurl_comiyarcsBoy

The second round of public axhibiions for the proposed project ara as follows:

14:00 to 19:00, Wednesday, 2°¢ April 2025 at Rosehall Village Hall
10:00 to 14:00, Thursday, 3™ April 2025 at Rosehall Village Hall

We are happy lo set up a video call with you if you would like to discuss the projact in mare detail.

Attached to this letter is a copy of the resident’s invite o the second exhibition (sent o approximately 300
hauseholds in the surrounding communities), which should have arrived no later than tomorrow (18.3.25), o
inform them of the axhibiions above. The events will also ba adverlised in the Press & Journal (19 March)
and the Morthern Times (21* March).

Thank you far the opporiunity to updale you on our proposals. Please contact mea at
fraser clarke@statkraft.com if you require any further information or have any queries.

Yours sincaraly,

ENUWI E-mail Telephone
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Postal address

Stat td

FAOQ; Mr
Via: jamie ik a1
Date Cur ref.
25.4.2025 Phone
Internet
www statkraflt.co.uk
E-mall
raser.clarke@statkraft. com
Dear Mr Stone,

Update on Public Consultation - Coille Beith Wind Farm

Further to my letter dated 17 March 2025 regarding our second public consultation at Rosehall
Village Hall, | would like to take this opportunity to provide an update on the exhibitions.

As you'll be aware, we held public exhibitions on 2nd and 3rd April 2025 to share the latest
developments on our proposals for the Coille Beith Wind Farm, located approximately 15 km
southwest of Lairg and 18 km northwest of Bonar Bridge.

Since the project began, we have continued to refine our design in response to survey results and
feedback from the local community. As noted in my previous correspondence, this has led to the
removal of the proposed Battery Energy Storage System (BESS), a reduction in the number of
turbines from 19 to 11, and a relocation of turbine locations away from the River Oykel.

Although attendance at the exhibition was lower than at our previous consultation, we were
pleased to welcome 19 residents over the two days. We appreciated the time people took to
engage with us and share their views. The two community council meetings we attended prior to
the exhibitions were both very well attended, and we believe many residents chose to participate in
those sessions instead.

Feedback highlighted a range of views regarding the Coille Beith Wind Farm proposal. While some
residents expressed support for renewable energy and recognised the role of wind power,
concerns were raised about the cumulative impact of multiple developments in the area.

Key points included potential effects on local wildlife, rivers, peatlands, and tourism. A number of
those that we spoke to highlighted issues at the macro level, such as a desire for more strategic,
coordinated planning and siting of energy infrastruciure closer to areas of demand. Several visitors
also highlighted issues experienced with operational wind farms in the nearby area.

We intend to submit the planning application within the coming months; this application will take
account of cumulative effects through assessment. Once accepted, a full copy of the application
will be available for public viewing at The HUB in Bonar Bridge (as agreed with the community
councils).

We also plan to host an information day during the consultation period to answer any questions
about the submission. | will be in touch to confirm dates and timings once the application has been
formally accepted, and validated, by the Energy Consents Unit (ECU).

ENUWI E-mail Telephone

Fraser Clarke Fraser.clarke@statkraft. com 41 846 1444 m
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The following link lets you view our exhibition documents, including the residents’ invite, exhibition
display boards & leaflet and viewpoints hitps://projects.statkraft.co.uk/Coille-Beith/project-
documents/

In the meantime, if you wish to discuss any aspect of the project, please do not hesitate to contact
me.

Fraser Clarke
Project Manager, Coille Beith Wind Farm

ENUWI E-mail
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ADVERTISING SECOND CONSULTATION

PRESS & JOURNAL - PUBLICATION DATE: 19™ MARCH 2025

COILLE BEITH WIND FARM - PUBLIC EXHIBITION

=) Statkraft

We invite you to attend our second round of
consultation events for the proposed Coille

Belth Wind Farm, located approximately 15 km
southwest of Lairg and 18 km northwest of Bonar
Bridge. Since our first exhibition in Autumn 2024,
we have revised our proposed development from
19 to 11 turbines, with a maximum tip height

of up to 200 m.

At the public consultation events, you can view
our project plans, ask the Project Team questions,
and provide feedback.

Qur virtual exhibition will be live from 2nd April
to 16th April 2025, with all exhibition materials
available to view. Please scan the QR code

or visit www.coille-beith.co.uk

Find out more:
Freephone: 0B00 772 0668
Website: www.coille-beith.co.uk

Email: t: kraft.com

We will be hosting public consultation
events in the following location:

ROSEHALL VILLAGE HALL
Altas, Lairg IV27 4EU

Wednesday, 2nd April 2025:
2.00pm to 7.00pm, and

Thursday, 3rd April 2025:
10.00am to 2.00pm

Comments should be made to Statkraft UK by

16th April 2025 and do not constitute a formal
representation. If a subsequent planning application
is made, you will have an opportunity to make

a formal representation.
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NORTHERN TIMES - PUBLICATION DATE: 21°T MARCH 2025

COILLEBEH =) Statkraft
WIND FARM -

PUBLIC EXHIBITION

Al the public consultation events, you can
Whiw OUF project pland, ik the Project Team
questions. and provide feedback.

We will be hosting public consuftation
events in the following location:

\

Pt e e e 1 R T Bl 81 Sabile s S i T L i 2 i . B G B b 0 8§ty Mata q,upuqmm
T e T

0 ROSEHALL VILLAGE HALL

o LovgzT ) Cl‘eathlty on show at

@ Wednesday, 2nd April 2025:
2 00pm to 7.00pm, and

=== | | popular Fibre Fest °

10.00am to 2.00pm

By Carasbenn: Mcamors
Our virtual exhibition will be lve consnmm 3 Sutkrafe - —
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with ail exhibition materiats | LB FUBLIC EXHIBITION
available to view.
Phluu:anﬂunﬁum

wwwr, codlbe-b
FIND OUT MORE

Freephone: mn:om
‘Webslte: wna.coill

@}M Towd gl TATH
P ]




A d . 2 2 LETTER OF CLARIFICATION, FOLLOWING
ppen IX ARDGAY & DISTRICT COMMUNITY
COUNCIL MEETING

g Statkraft

Ardgay & District Community Council - representing people Postal address
living within the communities of Ardgay and District in the county hra id
of Sutherland in the MNerth Highlands of Seatland

Sont by email.

Phone
Intermet

Date Diur red. E-mail

Drear Mr Les Waugh,
Ardgay & District Community Council Meeting 13/03/2025: Clarifications

Thank you for allowing the Coille Beith Wind Farm project leam, on behalfl of Statkraft, to present o Ardgay &
District Community Council and members of the public al your recent mesating on 13 March 2025

During the meeting, | gave a presentation on Coillle Beith Wind Farm (the Proposed Development') and
participated in a O&A session where questions were asked by both community councll members and the
public. The topic of hydrology surveys was discussed bul required further investigation or clasification, which
s 5ol oul below.

Hydrology Survays

Qualfied hydrologists have underlaken a site walkover, including the foolpeint of the proposed development
design, to sursay all the surface waler crossings, the polential groundwaler terresirial ecosyslem areas, and
visited private water supply owners.

Water guality monitoring (WOM) will be undertaken as pan of the planning conditions post-consent; WQM
usually takes place bafore, during, and afler construction and implemented via the Construction Emvironmental
Management Plan (CEMP), itsell required via planning condition as explained at our recent meating.

Information Day

Al the meeting, it was highlightad that, some questions could nol be answered as assessments and analysis
aré yel 1o be complated by technical experts. | therefore propose an Information Day after the planning
application submission, where the project team can hold a drop-in session for the public to visit and ask
gquestions based on the application documents, Please confirm if this is of inlerest. and | will arrange it with the
community in due course, following planning application submission.

Public Copy of Planning Applications Documents
Following the feedback at the community council meeting, my colleague Seumas has been in contact with the

sectaries of both Creich and Ardgay & District Community Councils to confinm that we are happy for the public
copies of the documents o ba held at the Kyle of Sutherand Hub. We appreciate the feadback on this matter.

ENUWL E-madl Telephone
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Q Statkraft

Conclusion

Onee again, | would like to exdend my thanks to you and the Community Council members for your time and
engagement. Constructive dialogue from both the Community Council and the wider public is genuinely
appreciated by Statkraft and plays a vital role in the development of our projects. We remain fully committed
fo transparency and ongoing engagement, ensuring that the views of the community are heard, understood
and carefully considerad as we move forward.

Yours sincerely,
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We are here to update you on our proposals
for Coille Beith Wind Farm.

About Statkraft

— The largest generator of renewable
energy in Europe

=+ A state owned utility with origins
in Norwegian hydropower over
125 years ago

COILLE BEITH \

=» Operating in the UK since 2006

-+ Scottish Head Office in Glasgow

— Development pipeline includes ¥ £y s
wind, solar, hydrogen and grid CL :
stability services

=» Eight projects operating or in
development in the Highlands

'
% , -
- Distributed over £4 million to L.H :
communities near operating ; &
wind farms

2) statkraft RENEWABLES 3 ohrenevatiss
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About Coille Beith Wind Farm

Since our exhibition in September 2024,
we have revised our design based on feedback
and environmental surveys.

i COILLE BEITH WIND FARM
= _”_”]. Mo, of Tustsioes. well
|
i Man Biade Tp Heights .. 200m
L l Expected nstalied e TO.2MW

Wang Capacity (MW) FUp i

i e

| EstimsiedGemestce 78,000
(Paroes equuivabent) T i

|
Community Fund -, X

! (e year} ___.ESBBUDD

1

| OpeesSonal Lite == 50 Years

Based on feedback, we have removed
turbines to reduce visual impact on the
Strath and removed the Battery Energy
Storage System following feedback about
this element in particular.

Project website: www collle-beith.co uk

Our updated design strikes a balance
between maximising energy output
and reducing overall impact on the
surrounding landscape.
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@ Statkraft

Design Evolution

We have developed our design based on the results
of environmental surveys and feedback received.

=
| @ %
3 = e e | | E = - =

Our final design remowes the turbines to the north of the site to reduce
yisual impact on the Strath. Using the data frorn our environmental
surveys, we have worked to optimise distances from nearby waterways
and key routes for wildlife such as bats.

FProject websiie: www.collle-beith.co.uk
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Site layout

We will work to minimise the impact of tracks, site
compounds and laydown areas on the site, both as
part of our planning application and, if consented,
during construction.

T
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What will Coille Beith
Wind Farm look like?

Qur updated Zone of Theoretical Visibility and
key visualisations will help demonstrate how
the development will look in the landscape.
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Environmental Impact
Assessment

A robust range of surveys inform the design
of the wind farm.

Surveys and assessments are undertaken

by a team of specialist environmental and
technical consultants. The results and findings
will be detailed in an Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) Report, which will

be publicly available following submission

of an application.

It will include assessment of potential
impacts on a range of topics including:

- Landscape and Visual Amenity

- Ecology and Omithology

=+ Cultural Heritage

-+ Forestry

- Geology, Hydrogeology, Hydrology & Soils
-+ Moise

= Traffic and Transport

= Climate Change
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Project Timeline

Statkraft will continue to engage with the local
community and interested parties throughout the
lifetime of the Development.

1. SITE SELECTION % 2. PREPLANNING a 3. SUSMIT APPLICATION
& SUMABILITY & AWAIT DECISION
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Local Investment

We strive to be a good neighbour and seek to

add value and maximise benefits to communities.
We welcome your ideas on how we can deliver
for the local community.

We are committed to setting up an index
linked Community Benefit Fund that delivers
£5,000 per MW installed per year in line with
Scottish Govemnment recommendations.

o
to register your interest in getting involved
with the proj We want to hear your views

Do you have thoughts and ideas about

how our project could bring positive
et et P s
Our UHI scholarships support students on these by speaking to a member of the
their career journey, helping them shape Team, write o us at Freepost Statkraft,
rewarding future careers. or get in touch through the project website.

L

renewases Ll =
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Thank you for visiting

Your comments and feedback
are important to us.

J ‘We will submit our propasal to the Scottish
Government Energy Consents Unit in May
2025. This will include a comprehensive
Environmental Impact Assessment Report.

‘When the proposal is submitted interested
parties and statutory consultees will have

the opportunity to formally comment on the
application. All of the information will be
available to view on the Energy Consent Unit's
website and our own project website at the

time of submission.
Please return the freepost g Visit the project website:
reply card provided. www.coille-beith.co.uk

@ UKProjects@statkraft e Phone the project hotline:
0800 772 0668
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Supporting STEM Careers

Statkraft are proud to provide £72,000 over a period
of six years to support UHI STEM students through the
Statkraft STEM Entrance Scholarship Fund.

Two students will be selected every year,

each recelving £3,000 per year for the
duration of their course.

Meriin Farrell, who is currently studying
a Marine Science BSc at the Scottish
Association for Marine Science (SAMS)

is one of our first recipients of the Statkraft
STEM Scholarship Fund.

As a result of his successful scholarship
Alion Wilson, Director of Econcmic Deveiopment application, Merlin, who previously lived
g M R in Kinbrace, Sutherland, embarked on

{ — — asdenﬂﬂ:rueamviom_theﬂmﬁed
£he Mt Erpsstant renenabls rrenr, Commrmy in e weckd Sea camp in Egypt. 600 miles south of Cairo.
Thap Bact 122at 2o scholarships. stay with S Mikents Bioughoct There, he collaborated with fellow students
Eheir Grme with UM provides Enancial siabdity, vital in the cursens

05t O BN crisas, 10 Ao MET i CONCERITEE O e Suses and marine science researchers over 12 days.
and 3%ape rewanding fulline cansers for emsebed, ,, Statkraft will continue to support Merlin as
he completes his studies at SAMS, part of
The University of the Highlands and Islands.

To find out more and apply
for 2025/26 scholarships,
scan the QR code or search
on the UHI website:
www.uhl.ac.uk
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Project Overview

Coille Beith Wind Farm is a wind farm proposal for an area of land COILLE BEITH
south of the River Oykel, approximately 15km south-west of Lairg,

We are proposing a wind farm with a8 maximum of 11 turbines with

a height of up to 200m to tip.

Since our exhibition in September 2024, we have revised our design F 3?
based on feedback and environmental surveys.

Based on feedback, we have removed turbines to reduce visual impact }

on the Strath and removed the Battery Energy Storage System following ¢ 1
feedback about this element in particular. Using the data from our

environmental surveys, we have worked to optimise distances from

nearby waterways and key routes for wildlife such as bats.

b
Qur updated design strikes a balance between maximising energy .
output and reducing overall impact on the surrounding landscape. ,
£ 4
We anticipate submitting our full application to the Scottish Government 1
in May 2025,
COILLE BEITH
WIND FARM
About Statkraft .
No. of Turbines {1
Since 2006, Statkraft has invested over £1.4 billion in the UK's
& : : Max Blade Up e
T q 3
renewable energy infrastructure. We develop, operate and maintain Tio H 200m

energy facilities across a range of technologies, including wind, solar,

hydro, storage, grid stability, EV charging and green hydrogen. Apgrax.
D il 79.2Mw
Wind Capacity (MW)  seciion 38 consent

Across our UK businesses we have over 550 employees in England, pplication)
ScMIapd and Wales and play a key rt?le in helping the global buslnless Estimated Generation 78,000
reach its goal of 2-2.5GW annual delivery rate for solar, onshore wind (nomes equivalent) Hames por yeor (1)
and battery storage from 2026 and onwards. R rore
mun|
000
(per year) £396
www.statkraft.co.uk £
Pt
SemeraL e 50 years

{1) Baned on 11 x T2MW terbines, local wind resowce

Project website: www.coille-beith.co.uk T g (DERNE o 20

{2) Basad an T9.2NIW x £5k per MW of instaliod cssacity,
I conpantsd, vl of fund detormined by sctual netaked Capacy
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Coille Beith Wind Farm

Indicative Layout

| — 2 . OYKEL BRIDGE -

=
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=

g e

Community Opportunities
All materials from today's exhibition

Coille Beith Wind Farm will provide the communities are available online.

around the proposal with £396,000 (index linked) in

community benefit every year. Do you have thoughts If you need assistance accessing
and ideas about how our project could bring additional them, please get in touch.

positive benefits to the local area? Please contact us
using the details below.

Contact us:

Statkraft UK
The Garment Factory, ﬁﬁ Visit the project website:
10 Montrose Street, www.coille-beith.co.uk
Glasgow, G1 1RE

Email: Phone the project hotline:
UKProjects@statkraft.com 0800 772 0668
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Dear Mr Waugh,

Update on Public Consultation — Coille Beith Wind Farm

Further to my letter dated 17 March 2025 regarding our second public consultation at Rosehall
Village Hall, | would like to take this opportunity to provide an update on the exhibitions.

As you'll be aware, we held public exhibitions on 2nd and 3rd April 2025 to share the latest
developments on our proposals for the Coille Beith Wind Farm, located approximately 15 km
southwest of Lairg and 18 km northwesl of Bonar Bridge.

Since the project began, we have continued to refine our design in response to survey results and
feedback from the local community. As noted in my previous cormespondence, this has led to the
removal of the proposed Battery Energy Storage System (BESS), a reduction in the number of
turbines from 19 to 11, and a relocation of turbine localions away from the River Oykel.

Although attendance at the exhibilion was lower than at our previous consultation, we were
pleased to welcome 19 residents over the two days. We appreciated the time people took to
engage with us and share their views. The two community council meetings we attended prior o
the exhibitions were both very well attended, and we believe many residents chose lo participate in
those sessions instead.

Feadback highlighted a range of views regarding the Coille Beith Wind Farm proposal. While some
residents expressed support for renewable energy and recognised the role of wind power,
concems were raised about the cumulative impact of multiple developments in the area.

Key points included potential effects on local wildiife, rivers, peatiands, and lourism. A number of
those that we spoke to highlighted issues al the macro level, such as a desire for more strategic,
coordinated planning and siting of energy infrastructure closer lo areas of demand. Several visitors
also highlighted issues experienced with operational wind farms in the nearby area.

We intend to submit the planning application within the coming months; this application will take
account of cumulative effects through assessment. Once accepted, a full copy of the application
will be available for public viewing at The HUB in Bonar Bridge (as agreed with the community
councils).

We also plan to host an information day during the consultation period o answer any questions
aboul the submission. | will be in touch to confirm dates and timings once the application has been
formally accepted, and validated, by the Energy Consents Unit (ECU).

ENLWI E.mail Telephone
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The following link lets you view our exhibition documents, including the residents’ invite, exhibition
display boards & leaflet and viewpoinis htips-fiprojects statkraft.co.uk/Coilie-Beith/project-
documents/

In the meantime, if you wish to discuss any aspect of the project. please do nol hesitate to conlact
me,

Yours sincerely,

ENLPWI E-madl Tobeph o
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Dear Clir Hutchison
Update on Public Consultation - Coille Beith Wind Farm

Further to my letter dated 17 March 2025 regarding our second public consultation at Rosehall
Village Hall, | would like to take this opportunity to provide an updale on the exhibitions.

As you'll be aware, we held public exhibitions on 2nd and 3rd April 2025 to share the latest
developments on our proposals for the Coille Beith Wind Farm, located approximately 15 km
southwest of Lairg and 18 km northwest of Bonar Bridge.

Since the project began, we have continued to refine our design in response o survey results and
feedback from the local community. As noted in my previous correspondence, this has led to the
removal of the proposed Batlery Energy Storage Syslem (BESS), a reduction in the number of
turbines from 19 to 11, and a relocation of turbine locations away from the River Oykel.

Although atlendance at the exhibition was lower than at our previous consullation, we were
pleased to welcome 19 residents over the two days. We apprecialed the time people took to
engage with us and share their views. The two community council meetings we atiended prior o
the exhibitions were both very well attended, and we believe many residents chose lo parlicipate in
those sessions instead.

Feedback highlighted a range of views regarding the Coille Beith Wind Farm proposal. While some
residents expressed support for renewable energy and recognised the role of wind power,
CONCEMSs were raised aboul the cumulative impact of multiple developmenis in the area.

Key points included potential eflects on local wildlife, rivers, peatlands, and tourism. A number of
those that we spoke to highlighted issues at the macro level, such as a desire for more stralegic,
coordinated planning and siting of energy infrastructure closer to areas of demand. Several visitors
also highlighted issues experienced with operational wind farms in the nearby area.

We intend to submit the planning application within the coming months; this application will take
account of cumulative effects through assessment. Once accepled, a full copy of the application
will be available for public viewing at The HUB in Bonar Bridge (as agreed with the community
councils).

We also plan lo host an information day during the consultation period to answer any questions

about the submission. | will be in touch to confirm dates and timings once the application has been
formally accepted, and validated, by the Energy Consents Unit (ECU).

ENLW E-muail Telephone
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The following link lets you view our exhibition documents, including the residents’ invile, exhibition
display boards & leaflet and viewpoints hitps://projects statkraft.co.uk/Coille-Beith/project-
documents/

In the meantime. if you wish to discuss any aspec of the project, please do not hesitale to contact
me.

Yours sincerely,

ENUWI E.mail Telephons
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Dear Ms Roddick,
Update on Public Consultation - Coille Beith Wind Farm

Further to my lefter dated 17 March 2025 regarding our second public consultation at Rosehall
Willage Hall, | would like to take this opportunity to provide an update on the exhibitions.

As you'll be aware, we held public exhibitions on 2nd and 3rd April 2025 to share the latest
developments on our proposals for the Coille Beith Wind Farm, localed approximately 15 km
southwest of Lairg and 18 km northwest of Bonar Bridge.

Since the project began, we have continued to refine our design in response to survey results and
feedback from the local community. As noted in my previous correspondence, this has led 1o the
removal of the proposed Battery Energy Storage System (BESS), a reduction in the number of
turbines from 19 to 11, and a relocation of rbine locations away from the River Oykel.

Although attendance at the exhibition was lower than at our previous consultation, we were
pleased to welcome 19 residents over the two days. We appreciated the time people took to
engage with us and share their views. The two community council meetings we atlended prior to
the exhibitions were both very well attended, and we believe many residents chose lo participate in
those sessions instead.

Feedback highlighted a range of views regarding the Coille Beith Wind Farm propasal. While some
residents expressed support for renewable energy and recognised the role of wind power,
concermns were raised aboul the cumulative impact of mulliple developments in the area.

Key points included potential effects on local wildlife, rivers, peatiands, and tourism_ A number of
those that we spoke to highlighted issues at the macro level, such as a desire for more strategic,
coordinated planning and siting of energy infrastructure closer to areas of demand. Several visitors
also highlighted issues experienced with operational wind farms in the nearby area.

We intend to submit the planning application within the coming months; this application will take
account of cumulative effects through assessment. Once accepted. a full copy of the application
will be available for public viewing at The HUB in Bonar Bridge (as agreed with the community
councils).

We also plan to host an information day during the consultation perod to answer any questions

about the submission. | will be in touch to confirm dates and timings once the application has been
formally accepted, and validated, by the Energy Consents Unit (ECU).

ENUW E-msail Telopisons
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The following link lets you view our exhibition documents, including the residents’ invite, exhibition
display boards & leaflet and viewpoints hitps:iprojects statkraft co ubk/Coille-Beith/project-
documents/

In the meantime, if you wish to discuss any aspect of the project, please do not hesitate to contact
me.

Yours sincerely,

ENLWI E-mail Telephone
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These are the latest project updates for Coille Beith Wind Farm.

Project updates

Project documents

Local benefits Latest news

Local suppliers 16JUN, 2025 @ Statkraft team raises funds for Mikeysline
through Etape Loch Ness challenge

Frequently Asked Ateam of cyclists from Statkraft has raised funds for Mikeysline by

Questions taking on the 66-mile Etape Loch Ness, supporting the Highland
mental health charity that provides a vital lifeline to people in

Get in touch crisis.

MIKEYSLINE

e Date range: 01/06/2024 - 01/06/2025
e Page visits: 708

* Page views: 999

¢ Unique visitors: 616

¢ Direct traffic: 30.5%

e Search engines: 45.1%

¢ Social media: 0.6%

o External referrers: 1.8%
¢ Internal referrers: 1.8%
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