
 

Gazetteer of Heritage Assets and Events

Asset/Event Number 1

Asset/Event Name Langwell,fort and dun 500m WSW of

Type of Asset/Event Prehistoric domestic and defensive: dun

Listing No./NRHE Number SM5302

HER Number MHG7371

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 241030

Northing 900891

Parish Kincardine (Highland)

Council Highland

Description https://portal.historicenvironment.scot/designation/SM5302

Description
The monument consists of a fort and later dun. The fort and dun occupy a prominent knoll. 
The fort encloses the whole of the knoll and measures c. 120m N-S by 80m. The defences 
consist of a stone wall around the top of the knoll, in which traces of vitrification can be seen, 
and scarping on the lower slopes on all but the W side. The entrance is in the NE side. The dun 
is circular, 15.5m in diameter, with a vitrified wall 5m thick and up to 2m in height above the 
interior.

Excavation in the 1970s indicated that the vitrified wall of the dun was originally timber-laced 
and also provided evidence for a radial set of post holes which probably supported a roof over 
the dun. The entrance is in the E and was flanked by a guard chamber. The area to be 
scheduled measures 200m E-W by 130m N-S, to include the whole knoll, as shown in red on 
the attached map.

Statement of National Importance
The monument is of national importance for its potential contribution to an understanding of 
prehistoric defensive architecture and domestic settlement. The development of the site, 
involving a fort which was later replaced by a dun, provides information for a sequence of 
defensive structures. In addition the dun is one of a very rare group of small timber-laced duns.

https://her.highland.gov.uk/monument/MHG7371

NC 4104 0084. On Torr a Chorcain, a prominent knoll rising some 100' above floodplain of 
River Oykell, are remains of a vitrified fort, and small circular vitrified dun.
The dun occupies highest part of knoll, SW end, the measures 11m in internal diameter. The 
walling, now turf-covered and spread to a width of 9m, is heavily vitrified on N and S, and on 
both sides of entrance, which is in E. The original width of walling was prob about 4m.
The dun is enclosed within, and clearly overlies, part of ruins of a vitrified fort which occupies 
whole of knoll and measures 120m NE-SW by 80m transversely. The fort defences consist of a 
scarping of lower slopes of knoll on N and S, and much-robbed stone wall around top of knoll 
in which traces of vitrified material can be seen. There are no defences around the W side 
which falls away steeply to the river. The entrance is in the NE side. The site is of some interest 
because (i) the only other known, small, timber-laced dun, is the example at Rahoy, Argyllshire, 
excavated by Childe (V G Childe and W Thorneycroft 1938), and (ii) the relationship of the dun 
and fort may provide a link in the problem of the evolution of the broch.
Surveyed at 1:2500.
Visited by OS (N K B) 23 November 1966; V G Childe and W Thorneycroft 1938.

Partial excavation by Miss Nisbet in 1973 and 1974 was concentrated mainly on the dun but a 
section across the inner rampart of the fort showed that the existing feature consisted largely 
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of upcast from stone-robbing overlying at least two occupation levels. Neither vitrification in 
situ nor evidence of timberlacing was found. Both beneath and outside the dun there were 
traces of occupation including ironworking. The dun was confirmed as being a timberlaced 
construction. It has a diameter of 15.5m within a wall 5.0m thick, standing to a height of over 
2m internally, faced with well-coursed slabs and infilled with waterworn stones which show a 
core of vitrification. The entrance, 2m wide, flanked by post holes and floored with logs has a 
guard chamber on its left. Internally a ring of about fourteen stout posts set at a distance of 
4.5m from the wall had supported a roof of timber, turf and twigs probably open in the centre. 
A wooden ramp or gangway had run up the hillside to the entrance, to be continued in the 
interior as a turf ramp. Two phases of occupation before the fire which caused the vitrification, 
and one after it could be determined. The last involved internal levelling of the debris from 
wall and re-roofing using new posts. Radio carbon dates for the dun give a range from 10 BC to 
440 BC, but two samples taken from one roof timber give over-lapping dates of 210 to 290 BC. 
The only finds from the excavation, besides whetstones and other simple stone tools, were an 
iron knife blade and two stone beads. There was no pottery. A midden lies outside the dun 
entrance on the right.
H C Nisbet 1973 and 1974.

The vitrified dun, and the fort, probably not vitrified are as described by Nisbet.
Revised at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (J B) 1 October 1976.

This site was included in Mackie's 2007 'The Roundhouses, Brochs and Wheelhouses of Atlantic 
Scotland c.700 BC - AD 500: Architecture and material culture'. See link below to HES Canmore 
record which includes the chapter on this site. <1>

The site is included in the Atlas of Hillforts of Britain and Ireland online database. See link 
below for site entry. <3>

Sources/Archives (12)
--- SHG1026 Text/Publication/Article: Nisbet, H C. 1973. 'Langwell Tor a' Chorcain: hill fort and 
vitrified dun', Discovery and Excavation in Scotland 1973, p.48-9. Discovery and Excavation in 
Scotland. 48-9. 48-9.
--- SHG1027 Text/Publication/Article: Nisbet, H C. 1974. 'Langwell, Tor a' Chorain: vitrified dun', 
Discovery and Excavation in Scotland 1974, p.59-60. Discovery and Excavation in Scotland. 59-
60. 59-60.
--- SHG14617 Image/Photograph(s): Langwell, Strathoykel, fort and dun.. Colour Slide; Digital 
Image. .
--- SHG1616 Text/Publication/Article: Armit, I. 1992. 'The Atlantic Scottish Iron Age: five levels 
of chronology', Proc Soc Antiq Scot Vol. 121 1991, p.181-214. Proc Soc Antiq Scot. 181-214. 
208; illus 2.
--- SHG1731 Text/Publication/Article: Childe and Thorneycroft, V G and W. 1938. 'The vitrified 
fort at Rahoy, Morvern, Argyll', Proc Soc Antiq Scott Vol. 72 1937-8, p.23-43. Proc Soc Antiq 
Scott. 23-43. 23-55.
--- SHG27223 Text/Publication/Article: Nisbet, H. C.. 1994. Excavation of a Vitrified Dun at 
Langwell, Strath Oykel, Sutherland. Glasgow Archaological Journal Vol. 19. 51-74. Digital 
(scanned as PDF).
--- SHG3866 Image/Photograph(s): B/W Negative. .
--- SHG3867 Image/Photograph(s): B/W Negative. .
--- SHG3868 Image/Photograph(s): B/W Negative. .
<1> SHG26111 Text/Publication/Monograph: Mackie, E.. 2007. The Roundhouses, Brochs and 
Wheelhouses of Atlantic Scotland c.700 BC - AD 500: Architecture and material culture Part 2 (I 
& II) The Northern and Southern Mainland and the Western Islands. BAR British Series. 444. 
Paperback.
<2> SHG23282 Interactive Resource/Online Database: Historic Environment Scotland. 
Canmore. 4874.
<3> SHG27950 Interactive Resource/Online Database: Lock, G. & Ralston, I.. 2017. Atlas of 
Hillforts of Britain and Ireland. SC2780.
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Asset/Event Number 2

Asset/Event Name Dail Langwell, broch 1675m NW of Croich

Type of Asset/Event Prehistoric domestic and defensive: broch

Listing No./NRHE Number SM1852

HER Number MHG11897

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 241170

Northing 911213

Parish Creich (Highland)

Council Highland

Description https://portal.historicenvironment.scot/designation/SM1852

Description
The monument is a broch, a complex stone-built substantial roundhouse, dating to the Iron 
Age (between 600 BC and AD 400). The monument is visible as a roughly circular drystone-
walled structure. It is located on the south side of Glen Cassley, approximately 85m above sea 
level and around 24m above the River Cassley.

The broch is positioned on the summit of a steep sided hillock above the River Cassley. 
Standing walls remain but much of the structure has collapsed forming a large debris field. The 
outer wall of the structure has an external diameter of 21m and measures up to 3.4m in height 
and up to 5.5m in width. The entrance passage, at the east, is around 5.5m long. There is 
evidence of a guard cell on the north side of the entrance passage and a set of projecting door 
checks and possible bar hole slot also within the entrance passage. An intramural cell is visible 
on the ground floor to the south of the entrance passage. Sections of the upper level 
intramural gallery with associated voids and lintels are visible at the southwest and north of 
the broch.

The scheduled area, centred on the broch, is circular in plan with a diameter of 40m and 
includes the remains described above and an area around them within which evidence relating 
to the monument's construction, use and abandonment is expected to survive, as shown in red 
on the accompanying map. Post and wire fences and above ground elements of the stone-built 
sheep fank are specifically excluded from the scheduling.

Statement of National Importance
Cultural Significance

The cultural significance of the monument has been assessed as follows:

Intrinsic Characteristics             

The monument is an example of a broch, visible as a drystone-walled structure set on the top 
of a steep sided hillock, directly above the River Cassley. Overall the site survives in very good 
condition with records indicating the site has never been excavated. Stone from the broch may 
have been re-used to construct the adjacent, relatively modern, sheep fank. There are 
numerous features visible such as an upper level intramural gallery, entrance passage with 
door checks and a guard cell. The surviving evidence points to the structure having been a tall 
broch tower. The level of preservation of the broch is an important part of the monument's 
intrinsic characteristics.

By analogy with a number of excavated brochs there is potential for other structural remains 
to survive obscured by the extensive debris field. These could include intramural cells, 
scarcement ledges, internal stone partitions, hearths and water tanks/well within the broch. 
There is also potential for the buried remains of outbuildings just beyond the broch. Many of 
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these features can provide information about broch architecture and construction methods.

The broch remains and any associated structures are likely to contain deposits rich in 
occupation debris, artefacts and palaeoenvironmental evidence that can tell us about how 
people lived, their trade and exchange contacts, and their social status. Brochs are typically 
thought to date from the mid first millennium BC through to the early part of the first 
millennium AD. There are few precise scientific dates for brochs in northwest Scotland and 
their dating has traditionally been based on typological studies of artefacts recovered from 
broch sites. Scientific investigation would allow us to develop a better understanding of the 
chronology of the site, its date of origin, state of completeness, survival of outworks and 
outbuildings or related structures, and any development sequence.

Broch towers are primarily seen as a specific specialised development of complex Atlantic 
roundhouses. They were large complex structures that could have accommodated either an 
extended family or a small community. While there would have been a social hierarchy within 
this community, the construction of these elaborate towers is often understood in terms of 
elite settlement. Other interpretations have stressed their likely role as fortified or defensive 
sites, possibly serving a community across a wider area. Brochs are complex structures likely to 
have had numerous purposes and a complex role in prehistoric society.

Contextual Characteristics

Brochs are a widespread class of monument across northern Scotland with notable 
concentrations in Caithness, Sutherland, Orkney, Shetland, the Western Isles and the 
northwest Highlands. This monument is significant as an upstanding and well-preserved 
example of a broch and is the only recorded broch within a 10km radius. The nearest brochs 
are around 10.3km and 10.5km southeast, at the end of Glen Cassley, close to where the River 
Cassley meets the River Oykel. The two brochs are located close together and are known as 
Achness (Canmore ID 4857) and Achaneas (Canmore ID 4858). There is therefore potential for 
comparative study on a local and national scale to better understand the function of such 
monuments, their interrelationship and the significance of their placing within the landscape, 
in particular in relation to our understanding of Iron Age social hierarchy, changing settlement 
patterns and systems of inheritance.

The broch sits on a northeast facing slope, above the River Cassley, in a highly prominent 
position on a steep hillock. There are wide open views up and down the valley. The broch sits 
directly above a narrow and relatively shallow point in the river that, as noted during the site 
visit, acts as a natural fording point. Many broch towers were deliberately sited to be focal 
points in the landscape, and this example would have been clearly visible from within the 
valley and from hills across the river.

Associative Characteristics

There are no known associative characteristics which contribute to the site's cultural 
significance.

Statement of National Importance

The monument is of national importance because it has an inherent potential to make a 
significant addition to our understanding of the past, in particular the function, use and 
development of brochs in northwest Scotland. It is a well-preserved example of a tall broch 
tower that retains architectural features and has high potential for additional buried remains, 
including occupation debris, artefacts and ecofacts. It is a prominent feature in the landscape 
and adds to our understanding of the siting of brochs. This in turn can help our understanding 
of settlement patterns and social structure during the Iron Age in the Highlands. This potential 
and interest is enhanced by the proximity of other brochs. The loss of the monument would 
diminish our future ability to appreciate and understand the use of brochs in northwest 
Scotland, and the nature of its Iron Age society, economy and social hierarchy.

her.highland.gov.uk/Monuments/MHG11897
A broch at Creich.
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(NC 4116 1121) Broch (NR) OS 6"map, (1967)

The remains of a broch set on slope of hill, with ground falling sharply from site on N & E. The 
interior is filled with debris, the wall being nowhere visible for more than 5ft above it, reaching 
a maximum height of 11 ft externally and about 17ft internally on the NW. The south has been 
heavily robbed to build sheepfolds. The entrance passage in the east is still intact at its inner 
end and is 18ft 6 ins long, with a guard chamber on the north. An oval mural chamber 7ft south 
of the entrance is entered from the central court, as is a gallery which is visible within wall on S 
and W.
RCAHMS 1911, visited 1909.

The broch was scheduled in 1935.

The broch still stands to a height of 3.5m on NW and has an overall diameter of 17.8m. Visited 
by OS (E G C) 7 April 1963.

The broch is as described above, although none of the internal features are particularly well-
defined, all being obscured by tumbled stones. Visited by OS (J B) 30 September 1976.

NC41 1 DAIL LANGWELL
NC/4116 1121
This unexcavated broch in Creich, Sutherland, stands on the west side of Glencassley about 7.5 
miles above the junction of the rivers Cassley and Oykel (visited 7/7/85). The huge mound of 
stone sits on a hillock on a slope about. 24m (80ft) above the river. There are no modern stone 
buildings anywhere near except for some large sheep enclosures built next to the broch on the 
south-east side.
The structure is full of debris and dilapidated but the wall stands 3.36m (11ft) high on the 
upstream or north-west side, where the inner face is some 2m higher than the outer. On this 
side there is a stretch of lintelled intra-mural gallery the roof of which is not far below the top 
of the adjacent internal wallface. Because of the height of the wall it must be an upper gallery, 
thus making Dail Langwell a true hollow-walled broch. The inner wallface is even higher on the 
opposite side. No trace of a scarcement can be seen on the inner face, and the evident height 
of the wall suggests that it is still buried under the debris in the interior.
The entrance was clearly visible on the east side in 1909 [2] but is hard to trace now; its outer 
end is presumably hidden by the sheep pens. It is evidently about 5.64m (18ft 6in) long and the 
inner end was intact; it was then still lintelled over for a distance of 3.0m (10ft). The doorway 
to a guard cell on the right of the passage was visible 2.59m (8ft 6in) from the exterior, and the 
roof of its corbelled chamber then also seemed to be intact; no trace of this cell was observed 
in 1985. A pair of door-checks were visible 1.22m (4ft) inwards from the doorway to this cell so 
there ought to be another door-frame further forward and hidden by debris. The space 
between the visible pair is 51cm (20in) and they are composed of 10cm (4in)-thick slabs set at 
right angles into the wall and projecting slightly from it. A bar-hole and -socket were seen 
behind the checks and the right hole seemed to lead into the guard cell.
All the other features described in 1909 are still visible. South of the entrance part of an oval 
mural cell can be seen – probably at about 7.30 o'clock – and the parts of the upper mural 
gallery about 1.07m (3ft 5in) wide on the north and north-west have already been mentioned. 
A raised void to the interior can be seen next to the north sector, at about 3 o'clock. On the 
south side is another stretch of roofed upper gallery with one huge lintel spanning it at about 9 
o'clock; this measures 2.13m (7ft) long, 61cm (2ft) wide and 25cm (l0in) thick. There is another 
raised lintelled void to the interior here. Some of the stones in the wall are very large; one on 
the south is 1.52m (5ft) long by 91cm (3ft) wide by 30cm (1ft) thick: its upper edge is 1.52m 
(5ft) above the ground.
Dimensions (taken from [2]); the internal diameter is c. 9.46m (31ft), the wall is about 5.64m 
(18.5ft) thick at the entrance so the overall diameter is probably about 20.74m (68ft). The wall 
proportion might therefore be about 54.5%.
Sources: 1. NMRS site no. NC 41 SW 1: 2. RCAHMS 1911a, 19, no 49. <1>

The scheduling was amended by Historic Environment Scotland with effect from 12/10/2018. 
<2>
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Sources/Archives (3)
--- SHG2657 Text/Report: RCAHMS. 1911. The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical 
Monuments and Constructions of Scotland. Second report and inventory of monuments and 
constructions in the county of Sutherland. . 19, No. 49.
<1> SHG26111 Text/Publication/Monograph: Mackie, E.. 2007. The Roundhouses, Brochs and 
Wheelhouses of Atlantic Scotland c.700 BC - AD 500: Architecture and material culture Part 2 (I 
& II) The Northern and Southern Mainland and the Western Islands. BAR British Series. 444. 
Paperback. NC41 1 DAIL LANGWELL.
<2> SHG28181 Text/Designation Notification/Scheduled Monument: Historic Environment 
Scotland. 2018. Amended entry in the Schedule of Monuments: SM1852: Dail Langwell, broch 
1675m NW of Croich. Historic Environment Scotland. 15/10/2018. Digital.

Asset/Event Number 3

Asset/Event Name Croick Parish Church

Type of Asset/Event

Listing No./NRHE Number LB7181

HER Number MHG7435

Status Category A Listed Building

Easting 245682

Northing 891476

Parish Kincardine (Highland)

Council Highland

Description https://portal.historicenvironment.scot/designation/LB7181

Description
Thomas Telford, 1827. (contractor, James Smith). Standard Parliamentary T-plan church, 
harled with tooled margins.
Depressed arched outer paired doors in north elevation; similarly arched pair central windows 
with 2-light lattice (cast-iron) glazing. Similarly detailed windows in east and west gables and in 
(south) T-wing. Bellcote with stumpy finials at west apex.
Interior; original interior fittings including pews, communion table and pulpit. Coped rubble 
walled burial ground with various 19th century tombs.

Statement of Special Interest
Building in ecclesiastical use as such. East window inscribed with names and signatures of 
those evicted from neighbouring straths (1845) and from Gruinards (Greenyards) 1854. Many 
families over wintered in the burial ground having nowhere to go. Unusual survival of original 
interior fittings and layout.

https://her.highland.gov.uk/monument/MHG7435
Croick Church, designed by Thomas Telford.

Listed at Category A in 1971.

In 2014 ARCH provided a number of courses, field trips and other activities exploring and 
researching the remains of the 19th century engineer, road and church builder Thomas 
Telford. A project was undertaken in Kyle of Sutherland, during which many sites were visited 
and photographed by participants. Croick Church was photographed during this project. <1>

See also:
NH49SE0009 Croick Manse
NH49SE0011 Croick burial ground

Date and/or Period
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Jhooper, 20/09/2001
------
NH49SE 8 4567 9146.

See assoc. docs. File.
J Aitken : 20/04/01

Sources/Archives (3)
--- SHG2053 Text/Publication/Volume: Close-Brooks, J. 1986. Exploring Scotland's Heritage: 
The Highlands. 109, No. 47.
--- SHG2607 Text/Publication/Volume: P.A.MacNab. 1963. The Church of Croick.
<1> SHG27906 Dataset/Database File: Kruse, S.. 2015. Telford in the Kyle of Sutherland Project. 
Archaeology for Communities in the Highlands (ARCH). Yes. Digital. Site 2.

Asset/Event Number 4

Asset/Event Name Oykel Bridge

Type of Asset/Event

Listing No./NRHE Number LB273

HER Number MHG16991

Status Category B Listed Building

Easting 238561

Northing 900922

Parish Creich (Highland)

Council Highland

Description https://portal.historicenvironment.scot/designation/LB273

Description
Early 19th century. High single span rubble bridge; dressed rubble arched ring and footings; 
dressed rubble parapet cope with splayed approach.

Statement of Special Interest
Now by-passed by realigned A837 road.

https://her.highland.gov.uk/Monument/MHG16991
Built in 1823, single segmental arch on Bonar Bridge to lochinver road.

The Industrial Archaeology of Sutherland (A Scottish Highland Economy 1700-1900, p. 58) - 
Sinclair B Calder, 1974

J Aitken : 19/2/2004
------

(Location cited as NC 385 009). Oykel Bridge was built in the early 19th century and has been 
by-passed by the A837. It spans the Oykel with a single segmental arch of coursed rubble, the 
abutments being set on near-vertical rocks in a deep hollow.
G Nelson 1990.

This bridge carries the former line of the A837 public road over the River Oykel.
Information from RCAHMS (RJCM), 6 May 1998.

Sources/Archives (2)
--- SHG2572 Text/Publication/Volume: Nelson, G. 1990. Highland Bridges. Paperback. 156-7.
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--- SHG364 Text/Manuscript: Calder, Sinclair B.. 1974. The Industrial Archaeology of 
Sutherland: A Scottish Highland Economy 1700-1900. The University of Strathclyde.

Asset/Event Number 5

Asset/Event Name Rosehall House

Type of Asset/Event

Listing No./NRHE Number LB275

HER Number MHG17007; MHG41075

Status Category B Listed Building

Easting 247487

Northing 901585

Parish Creich (Highland)

Council Highland

Description https://portal.historicenvironment.scot/designation/LB275

Description
1818-25, dated 1822 but probably incorporating earlier fabric, 'improvements' by Alexander 
Ross, 1873 (see Notes). Symmetrical 2-storey 7-bay classical mansion with projecting 2-storey 
and single storey rear wings forming shallow U-plan, partly infilled with later servant's passage 
additions. Unique notable late 1920s interior scheme designed by Coco Chanel (see Notes). 
Coursed grey and pink freestone with honey-coloured Moray sandstone dressings. Ribbon 
pointing. Deep eaves. In poor repair (2006).

SOUTH (PRINCIPAL) ELEVATION: slightly advanced central 5-bay block with central wide 
corniced doorpiece with 4-panel timber 2-leaf door with rectangular margined fanlight above 
and flanked by narrow sidelights between paired Roman Doric pilasters. Above, blind 1st floor 
window with datestone above. Wide open pediment with deep bracketed soffits spans central 
3 bays.

Predominantly 16- and 24-pane timber sash and case windows. Corniced end, lateral and ridge 
stacks. Slate roofs.

INTERIOR: simple classical interior with Chanel scheme. Wide entrance hall flanked by pair of 
large well-proportioned reception rooms with 6-panel 2-leaf timber doors, timber dado and 
simple cornices. That to right with Ionic columned recess, that to left with simpler Doric 
pilastered recess. Some lesser rooms stripped to stone walls due to dry rot. Barrel-vaulted gun 
room with metal door and barred window, former kitchen with cast-iron range, both to West 
wing.

Chanel scheme: very simple, throughout principal rooms. Hessian-textured wallpaper painted 
shades of beige with matt darker buff/beige coloured paintwork. Stage-set style simple 
(buff/beige) painted timber chimneypieces, some original cast-iron grates, some brick/tile 
replacements. First floor room with hand-blocked French floral wallpaper. Some bathrooms 
painted green. Early Shanks bidet to first floor bathroom to W (see Notes).

WALLED GARDEN: immediately to E of house, rubble walls with flat coping. Incorporating to W 
pair of mirrored L-plan single storey and loft ancillary buildings with steeply pitched roofs with 
pointed arch windows facing garden.

Statement of Special Interest
A good example of a simple classical mansion house with a unique interior scheme by the 
internationally renowned fashion designer Gabrielle 'Coco' Chanel (1883-1971).

Date and/or Period
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Rosehall was built for Richard Dunning, 2nd Lord Ashburton (1782-1823). He bought Rosehall 
Estate in 1806 and the house burnt down in May 1817. It was replaced with this classical house 
which Beaton notes is in the style of William Robertson. Ashburton linked Rosehall with the 
River Oykel by a no longer extant canal and used it to ship the Moray stone for the dressings. It 
is likely that the present Rosehall incorporates some fabric from the former house, such as the 
West wing with its barrel vaulted ceiling. The work undertaken by Ross in 1873 probably 
included adding further servants' quarters parallel to the rear of the house. The previous list 
description notes that there are underground passages below the house, with entrances in the 
retaining walls, to accommodate a footpath which formerly passed in front of the South 
elevation.

Rosehall was acquired by Hugh Grosvenor, 2nd Duke of Westminster (1879-1953), in the late 
1920s. At this time, Chanel was his mistress. Although he only owned Rosehall for a very short 
time (possibly as few as 2 years) the interior was not to Chanel's liking and she redecorated it 
in her celebrated chic style. The striking simplicity, with shades of beige and basic replacement 
chimneypieces in painted timber, would have been significantly radical for its time. This is the 
only known house in Scotland with an interior by Chanel and its survival is remarkable. Beige 
was a colour which Chanel frequently used in her interiors, such as her office door at the 
famous Rue Cambon Chanel showrooms in Paris and the sofa in her apartment on the second 
floor. Local knowledge had suggested that the house contained the first bidet in Scotland, 
installed as part of Chanel's scheme, however this seems unlikely as bidet's were being 
manufactured in Scotland from the early 1900s. This particular model appears to feature in 
Shank's 1912 catalogue, albeit produced for the French market.

The house has been uninhabited since 1967 and is now (2006) in poor condition with extensive 
dry rot. Much of the beige wallpaper is peeling away from the wall.

Asset/Event Number 6

Asset/Event Name Walled Garden, Rosehall House

Type of Asset/Event

Listing No./NRHE Number LB275

HER Number MHG17007; MHG41075

Status Category B Listed Building

Easting 247566

Northing 901533

Parish Creich (Highland)

Council Highland

Description https://portal.historicenvironment.scot/designation/LB275

Description
1818-25, dated 1822 but probably incorporating earlier fabric, 'improvements' by Alexander 
Ross, 1873 (see Notes). Symmetrical 2-storey 7-bay classical mansion with projecting 2-storey 
and single storey rear wings forming shallow U-plan, partly infilled with later servant's passage 
additions. Unique notable late 1920s interior scheme designed by Coco Chanel (see Notes). 
Coursed grey and pink freestone with honey-coloured Moray sandstone dressings. Ribbon 
pointing. Deep eaves. In poor repair (2006).

SOUTH (PRINCIPAL) ELEVATION: slightly advanced central 5-bay block with central wide 
corniced doorpiece with 4-panel timber 2-leaf door with rectangular margined fanlight above 
and flanked by narrow sidelights between paired Roman Doric pilasters. Above, blind 1st floor 
window with datestone above. Wide open pediment with deep bracketed soffits spans central 
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3 bays.

Predominantly 16- and 24-pane timber sash and case windows. Corniced end, lateral and ridge 
stacks. Slate roofs.

INTERIOR: simple classical interior with Chanel scheme. Wide entrance hall flanked by pair of 
large well-proportioned reception rooms with 6-panel 2-leaf timber doors, timber dado and 
simple cornices. That to right with Ionic columned recess, that to left with simpler Doric 
pilastered recess. Some lesser rooms stripped to stone walls due to dry rot. Barrel-vaulted gun 
room with metal door and barred window, former kitchen with cast-iron range, both to West 
wing.

Chanel scheme: very simple, throughout principal rooms. Hessian-textured wallpaper painted 
shades of beige with matt darker buff/beige coloured paintwork. Stage-set style simple 
(buff/beige) painted timber chimneypieces, some original cast-iron grates, some brick/tile 
replacements. First floor room with hand-blocked French floral wallpaper. Some bathrooms 
painted green. Early Shanks bidet to first floor bathroom to W (see Notes).

WALLED GARDEN: immediately to E of house, rubble walls with flat coping. Incorporating to W 
pair of mirrored L-plan single storey and loft ancillary buildings with steeply pitched roofs with 
pointed arch windows facing garden.

Statement of Special Interest
A good example of a simple classical mansion house with a unique interior scheme by the 
internationally renowned fashion designer Gabrielle 'Coco' Chanel (1883-1971).

Rosehall was built for Richard Dunning, 2nd Lord Ashburton (1782-1823). He bought Rosehall 
Estate in 1806 and the house burnt down in May 1817. It was replaced with this classical house 
which Beaton notes is in the style of William Robertson. Ashburton linked Rosehall with the 
River Oykel by a no longer extant canal and used it to ship the Moray stone for the dressings. It 
is likely that the present Rosehall incorporates some fabric from the former house, such as the 
West wing with its barrel vaulted ceiling. The work undertaken by Ross in 1873 probably 
included adding further servants' quarters parallel to the rear of the house. The previous list 
description notes that there are underground passages below the house, with entrances in the 
retaining walls, to accommodate a footpath which formerly passed in front of the South 
elevation.

Rosehall was acquired by Hugh Grosvenor, 2nd Duke of Westminster (1879-1953), in the late 
1920s. At this time, Chanel was his mistress. Although he only owned Rosehall for a very short 
time (possibly as few as 2 years) the interior was not to Chanel's liking and she redecorated it 
in her celebrated chic style. The striking simplicity, with shades of beige and basic replacement 
chimneypieces in painted timber, would have been significantly radical for its time. This is the 
only known house in Scotland with an interior by Chanel and its survival is remarkable. Beige 
was a colour which Chanel frequently used in her interiors, such as her office door at the 
famous Rue Cambon Chanel showrooms in Paris and the sofa in her apartment on the second 
floor. Local knowledge had suggested that the house contained the first bidet in Scotland, 
installed as part of Chanel's scheme, however this seems unlikely as bidet's were being 
manufactured in Scotland from the early 1900s. This particular model appears to feature in 
Shank's 1912 catalogue, albeit produced for the French market.

The house has been uninhabited since 1967 and is now (2006) in poor condition with extensive 
dry rot. Much of the beige wallpaper is peeling away from the wall.

Asset/Event Number 7

Asset/Event Name North Lodge, Rosehall

Type of Asset/Event

Date and/or Period
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Listing No./NRHE Number LB276

HER Number MHG17015; MHG43590

Status Category C Listed Building

Easting 248000

Northing 901810

Parish Creich (Highland)

Council Highland

Description https://portal.historicenvironment.scot/designation/LB276

Description
Lodge; early 19th century single storey, square rubble gate lodge, with harled west and south 
elevations. Centre door in west elevation with narrow flanking windows;
lean-to extension to south elevation. Single window in north elevation (facing road); varied 
glazing; single bay extension to east incorporated in abutting wall.
Pyramidal slate roof terminating in centre apex stack. Walls; high coped rubble walls abut 
lodge at west and east, breaking (without gate piers) at centre entrance 
pair cast-iron gates. Pedestrian entrance to left of gates, and also to left of lodge.
Ball finials top coping to right (west).

Statement of Special Interest
Drive serves Rosehall House only as grassy track.

Asset/Event Number 8

Asset/Event Name Cassley Bridge, Rosehall

Type of Asset/Event

Listing No./NRHE Number LB277

HER Number MHG11877

Status Category B Listed Building

Easting 247181

Northing 902274

Parish Creich (Highland)

Council Highland

Description https://portal.historicenvironment.scot/designation/LB277

Description
Circa 1830. Double span rubble bridge, with dressed rubble arched rings and triangular 
cutwaters; dressed rubble parapet cope and splayed approach; shallow end buttresses.

https://her.highland.gov.uk/Monument/MHG11877

The Industrial Archaeology of Sutherland (A Scottish Highland Economy 1700-1900, p. 58) - 
Sinclair B Calder, 1974

J Aitken : 19/2/2004
------

(Location cited as NC 471 023). Bridge, Rosehall. A 2-span bridge with segmental arches and 
triangular cutwaters.

Date and/or Period
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J R Hume 1977.

(Location cited as NC 472 023). Rosehall Bridge is of a similar date (1823) and style to that at 
Inveran (NC40SE 11), but remains in use. It has two unequal spans with triangular cutwaters 
and is built of rubble, but the voussoirs and cutwaters are dressed. The parapet, unusually, is 
higher at the ends than in the centre, and curves neatly down to the road.
G Nelson 1990.

This bridge carries the A837 public road over the River Cassley, a short distance above its 
junction with the River Oykel.
Information from RCAHMS (RJCM), 6 May 1998.

Sources/Archives (5)
--- SHG14691 Image/Photograph(s): Cassley Bridge, Rosehall. Colour Slide; Digital Image. .
--- SHG2332 Text/Publication/Volume: Hume, J R. 1977. The industrial archaeology of Scotland 
2: The Highlands and Islands. Paper (Original). 312.
--- SHG24260 Image/Photograph(s): Highland Council Archaeology Unit. HCAU Slide Collection 
Sheet 9. Colour slide. . Digital (scanned). 185.
--- SHG2572 Text/Publication/Volume: Nelson, G. 1990. Highland Bridges. Paperback. 155.
--- SHG364 Text/Manuscript: Calder, Sinclair B.. 1974. The Industrial Archaeology of 
Sutherland: A Scottish Highland Economy 1700-1900. The University of Strathclyde.

Asset/Event Number 9

Asset/Event Name United Free Church, Rosehall

Type of Asset/Event

Listing No./NRHE Number LB278

HER Number MHG17037

Status Category C Listed Building

Easting 248402

Northing 901448

Parish Creich (Highland)

Council Highland

Description https://portal.historicenvironment.scot/designation/LB278

Description
Circa 1844. Simple rectangular church, rubble with tooled ashlar dressings. Round headed 
entrance in centre, east gable; 2 round headed windows in north and 4 in south elevation, all 
with lattice pane glazing. Slightly later hexagonal Ministers' porch of harled rubble at centre of 
south elevation, with hexagonal piended roof terminating with wooden finial.
Rectangular bellcote plinth at east gable apex; ball finial at west apex; flat skews and square 
skewputts; slate roof; stone ridge.
Simple drystone wall fronts church; pair cast-iron gates with spear-head detailing and plain 
monolith stone piers. 

Statement of Special Interest
Building in ecclesiastical use as such. Now divided in half internally, and re-cast to west. The 
Rev Gustavus Aird (1813-98) "came <> at Croick, 1843, and subsequently became Free Church 
Minister at Creich (Migdale).

Date and/or Period

Asset/Event Number 10
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Asset/Event Number 10

Asset/Event Name Suspension Footbridge, Brae Doune

Type of Asset/Event

Listing No./NRHE Number LB287

HER Number MHG17115

Status Category B Listed Building

Easting 244054

Northing 901382

Parish Creich (Highland)

Council Highland

Description https://portal.historicenvironment.scot/designation/LB287

Description
John M. Henderson and Co, Aberdeen, Engineers. 1938. Single span suspension bridge; steel-
girder pylons, wire-rope cables and iron-rod suspenders; wooden deck and woven wire hand 
rails. 200' (60m) span.

Statement of Special Interest
South bank of river in Kincardine parish

https://canmore.org.uk/site/4880/

NC40SW 9 44054 01382

(Location cited as NC 441 013). Suspension footbridge, Brae Doune, built 1938. A 300ft (97m) 
span bridge, with steel-girder pylons, wire-rope cables and iron-rod suspenders. The deck is 
wooden and the railing is of woven wire.

J R Hume 1977a.

(Suspension bridge of wire rope and unstiffened deck type with iron or steel pylons: location 
incorrectly cited as NG 441 013). Built in 20th century by J M Henderson and Co. Ltd., 
Aberdeen, engineers (ref. H7975). Steel girder pylons, wire-rope cables, iron rod suspenders, 
wooden deck, woven wire railings. Span about 220 ft (67m). Public footbridge.

J R Hume 1977b.

(Name cited as Tuitean Bridge). This bridge was built in 1938 by John Henderson and Co. of 
Aberdeen, has a span of 300 ft (91.5m) and appears disused.

G Nelson 1990.

This bridge carries a footpath over the River Oykel, which here forms the boundary between 
the parishes of Kincardine and Creich.

Information from RCAHMS (RJCM), 7 May 1998.

her.highland.gov.uk/Monument/MHG17115

NC40SW 9 4405 0137
------
The Industrial Archaeology of Sutherland (A Scottish Highland Economy 1700-1900) - Sinclair B 
Calder, 1974

J Aitken : 19/2/2004

Date and/or Period
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------
(Location cited as NC 441 013). Suspension footbridge, Brae Doune, built 1938. A 300ft (97m) 
span bridge, with steel-girder pylons, wire-rope cables and iron-rod suspenders. The deck is 
wooden and the railing is of woven wire.
J R Hume 1977a.

(Suspension bridge of wire rope and unstiffened deck type with iron or steel pylons: location 
incorrectly cited as NG 441 013). Built in 20th century by J M Henderson and Co. Ltd., 
Aberdeen, engineers (ref. H7975). Steel girder pylons, wire-rope cables, iron rod suspenders, 
wooden deck, woven wire railings. Span about 220 ft (67m). Public footbridge.
J R Hume 1977b.

(Name cited as Tuitean Bridge). This bridge was built in 1938 by John Henderson and Co. of 
Aberdeen, has a span of 300 ft (91.5m) and appears disused.
G Nelson 1990.

This bridge carries a footpath over the River Oykel, which here forms the boundary between 
the parishes of Kincardine and Creich.
Information from RCAHMS (RJCM), 7 May 1998.

Sources/Archives (4)
--- SHG1480 Text/Publication/Article: Hume, J R. 1977. 'Scottish suspension bridges', Scot 
Archaeol Forum Vol. 8 1976, p.91-105. Scot Archaeol Forum. 91-105. 104, no. 6h.
--- SHG2332 Text/Publication/Volume: Hume, J R. 1977. The industrial archaeology of Scotland 
2: The Highlands and Islands. Paper (Original). 312.
--- SHG2572 Text/Publication/Volume: Nelson, G. 1990. Highland Bridges. Paperback. 155-6.
--- SHG364 Text/Manuscript: Calder, Sinclair B.. 1974. The Industrial Archaeology of 
Sutherland: A Scottish Highland Economy 1700-1900. The University of Strathclyde.

Asset/Event Number 11

Asset/Event Name EASTER TURNAIG

Type of Asset/Event TOWNSHIP (PERIOD UNASSIGNED)

Listing No./NRHE Number NC40SW 11.00

HER Number MHG11889

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 240100

Northing 900200

Parish Creich (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description https://her.highland.gov.uk/monument/MHG11889

https://canmore.org.uk/site/4867/
Archaeology Notes
NC40SW 11 401 002

NC 398 003 Loch Thurnaig. A depopulated site of approximately six acres, two-thirds of which 
is strip cultivation. The house sites vary from 10ft to 30ft square, grouped, on raised banks, 
about two streets which converge into a square. There is a ditch surrounding them, possibly in 
case of river flooding.

T C Welsh 1968.

Date and/or Period Unknown
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Welsh seems to have amalgamated the two depopulated sites of Wester and Easter Turnaig in 
his description. At Wester Turnaig (NC30SE 2) are two houses with outbuildings and steadings, 
and a large area of strip cultivation. At Easter Turnaig (NC 401 002) is a larger group of 
apparently older houses and enclosures, some square. Neither site is surrounded by a ditch, 
though they both occur on old river terraces with drainage ditches in their vicinity.

Visited by OS (AA) 22 August 1974.

Asset/Event Number 12

Asset/Event Name AN SGREADAN

Type of Asset/Event FARMSTEAD (PERIOD UNASSIGNED)

Listing No./NRHE Number NC40SW 12.00

HER Number MHG7405

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 243200

Northing 900600

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description https://her.highland.gov.uk/monument/MHG7405

https://canmore.org.uk/site/4868/

NC40SW 12 432 006

Remains of farmstead on N side of track.

T C Welsh 1968.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 13

Asset/Event Name STRATH OYKEL

Type of Asset/Event BUILDING(S) (PERIOD UNASSIGNED)

Listing No./NRHE Number NC40SW 13.00

HER Number MHG11890

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 243200

Northing 901100

Parish Creich (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description https://her.highland.gov.uk/monument/MHG11890

https://canmore.org.uk/site/4869/

Date and/or Period Unknown
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NC40SW 13 432 011

Centred NC 432 011 Unnamed depopulation.

W Roy 1747-55.

Footings of five buildings.

Visited by OS (WDJ) 3 April 1963.

An unroofed building is depicted on the 1st edition of the OS 6-inch map (Sutherland 1879, 
sheet ci), but is not shown on the current edition of the OS 1:10,000 map (1990).

Information from RCAHMS (SAH) 22 September 1995

Asset/Event Number 14

Asset/Event Name STRATH OYKEL

Type of Asset/Event BATTLE SITE (15TH CENTURY)

Listing No./NRHE Number NC40SW 14.00

HER Number MHG7406

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 240000

Northing 900000

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description https://her.highland.gov.uk/monument/MHG7406

https://canmore.org.uk/site/4870/

NC40SW 14 unlocated.

see also NG94SW 4.

The Mackays defeated the Rosses in a skirmish at Allta-charrish in Strath Oykel about 1475. 
(Allt a' Charrish not located; Strath Oykel, name centred NC 4200).

J Mackay 1897.

Date and/or Period 15TH CENTURY

Asset/Event Number 15

Asset/Event Name GARBH LEATHAD

Type of Asset/Event CLEARANCE CAIRN(S) (PERIOD UNASSIGNED), HUT CIRCLE (PREHISTORIC)

Listing No./NRHE Number NC40SW 5.00

HER Number MHG11892

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 242410

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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Easting 242410

Northing 901140

Parish Creich (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description https://her.highland.gov.uk/monument/MHG11892

https://canmore.org.uk/site/4876/

NC40SW 5 4241 0114.

At NC 42410114 situated on a false crest is a hut circle measuring 8.0m SE-NW by 6.5m within 
a slight earth and stone wall of 2.0m average spread, with a simple entrance in the SE. The area 
surrounding the hut has a few clearance heaps upon it, but the ground is still of a very stony 
nature. 200 metres to the N, a small area of clearance heaps and cleared ground is possibly 
associated with the hut. No measurable plots were noted.

Surveyed at 1:10 000

Visited by OS (J B) 22 September 1976.

Asset/Event Number 16

Asset/Event Name STRATH OYKEL

Type of Asset/Event CLEARANCE CAIRN(S) (PERIOD UNASSIGNED), HUT CIRCLE(S) (PREHISTORIC)

Listing No./NRHE Number NC40SW 6.00

HER Number MHG63525

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 243100

Northing 901400

Parish Creich (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description https://her.highland.gov.uk/monument/MHG63525

https://canmore.org.uk/site/4877/

NC40SW 6 431 014.

Centred at NC 431014 on an undulating SE-facing slope is a settlement of three hut circles ('A'-
'C').

'A' is oval and measures 11.5m E-W by 10.0m internally within an ill-defined, peat-obscured 
wall spread to 2.5m. Part of the S, arc has slipped away. The entrance is in the E.

'B' is the best-preserved hut, and has been built onto a small hillock. It is 7.0m in diameter 
within a wall of 2.0m average spread widening slightly at the entrance in the E. At the entrance 
there is a build ip of material possibly natural, suggestive of a 'causeway'.

'C' is set into the hill in the N where the arc has been obscured by earth-slip and measures 
8.0m in diameter within a wall spread to 3.0m. The entrance is in the S where a section of the 
wall has been mutilated. The associated field system of 6 hectares consists generally of widely 

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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scattered clearance heaps with small concentrations occurring in places; occasional lynchets 
are visible. No measurable plots were seen.

Surveyed at 1:10 000.

Visited by OS (J B) 22 September 1976.

Asset/Event Number 17

Asset/Event Name STRATH OYKEL

Type of Asset/Event CAIRN (PERIOD UNASSIGNED)

Listing No./NRHE Number NC40SW 7.00

HER Number MHG11894

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 242740

Northing 900990

Parish Creich (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description https://her.highland.gov.uk/monument/MHG11894

https://canmore.org.uk/site/4878/

NC40SW 7 4274 0099.

At NC 4274 0099, on a low rise overlooking the flood-plain of the Oykel, is a heather-covered 
stone mound; probably a burial cairn. It measures 6.5m E-W by 5.5m N-S, and survives to a 
height of 0.9m, though it has been robbed possibly to build a shieling 7.0m to the east. On the 
south arc are three large slabs 0.5m high, which may be displaced kerbstones. Surveyed at 1:10 
000.

Visited by OS (J B) 1 September 1976.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 18

Asset/Event Name ALLTAN LEACACH

Type of Asset/Event FINDSPOT, BOWL (STONE)

Listing No./NRHE Number NC40SW 8.00

HER Number MHG11895

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 242000

Northing 900000

Parish Creich (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description https://her.highland.gov.uk/monument/MHG11895

Date and/or Period
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https://canmore.org.uk/site/4879/

NC40SW 8 42 00

A large sandstone pebble, 5.6ins by 5ins by 2.5ins deep, with an oval hollow, 3.2ins by 2.9ins 
by 1.4ins, pecked out of one face, from Strathoykel (NC 4200) is in Dunrobin Museum. 
(Accession no X 62).

Information from A Henshall (TS catalogue of Dunrobin Museum, 1966.

Asset/Event Number 19

Asset/Event Name GOB NA FOIDE

Type of Asset/Event HEAD DYKE (POST MEDIEVAL), TOWNSHIP (PERIOD UNASSIGNED)

Listing No./NRHE Number NC30SE 8.00

HER Number MHG18822

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 238600

Northing 900200

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description https://canmore.org.uk/site/89622/

Note

RCAHMS First Edition Survey Project

A small township comprising, one roofed, one partially roofed and one unroofed building, two 
unroofed structures, four enclosures and a head-dyke is depicted on the 1st edition of the OS 6-
inch map (Ross-shire 1881, sheet x). A row of cottages and a roofed building is shown on the 
current edition of the OS 1:10,000 map (1990).

Information from RCAHMS (AKK) 28 September 1995.

Date and/or Period Post-Medieval

Asset/Event Number 20

Asset/Event Name WESTER TURNAIG

Type of Asset/Event TOWNSHIP (PERIOD UNASSIGNED)

Listing No./NRHE Number NC30SE 2.00

HER Number MHG12955

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 239200

Northing 900300

Parish Creich (Sutherland)

Council

Date and/or Period Unknown
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Council Highland

Description https://her.highland.gov.uk/monument/MHG12955

https://canmore.org.uk/site/4746/

NC30SE 2 392 003

NC 398 003 Loch Thurnaig. A depopulated site of approximately six acres, two-thirds of which 
is strip cultivation. The house sites vary from 10ft to 30ft square, grouped, on raised banks, 
about two streets which converge into a square. There is a ditch surrounding them, possibly in 
case of river flooding.

T C Welsh 1968.

Welsh (T C Welsh 1968) seems to have amalgamated the two depopulated sites of Wester 
Turnaig, at NC 392 003, and Easter Turnaig (NC 401 002 - see NC40SW 11) in his description. At 
Wester Turnaig are two houses with outbuildings and steadings, and a large area of strip 
cultivation. The site is not surrounded by a ditch, though it does occur on an old river terrace 
with drainage ditches in the vicinity.

Visited by OS (AA) 22 August 1974.

NC 393 004 Aldmatt.

W Roy 1747-55,

Asset/Event Number 21

Asset/Event Name LANGWELL, TOR A' CHORCAIN

Type of Asset/Event DUN (PERIOD UNASSIGNED), FORT (PERIOD UNASSIGNED), VITRIFIED STONE (PERIOD UNASSIG

Listing No./NRHE Number NC40SW 3.00

HER Number EHG4850

Status Event

Easting 241040

Northing 900888

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description https://canmore.org.uk/site/4874/

NC40SW 3 41040 00888
NC 4104 0084. On Torr a' Chorcain, a prominent knoll rising some 100' above the floodplain of 
the River Oykell, are the remains of a vitrified fort, and a small circular vitrified dun.
The dun occupies the highest part of the knoll, the SW end, the measures 11.0m in internal 
diameter. The walling, now turf-covered and spread to a width of 9.0m, is heavily vitrified on 
the N and S, and on both sides of the entrance, which is in the E. The original width of the 
walling was probably about 4.0m.
The dun is enclosed within, and clearly overlies, part of the ruins of a vitrified fort which 
occupies the whole of the knoll and measures 120m NE-SW by 80m transversely. The fort 
defences consist of a scarping of the lower slopes of the knoll on the N and S, and much-
robbed stone wall around the top of the knoll in which traces of vitrified material can be seen. 
There are no defences around the W side which falls away steeply to the river. The entrance is 
in the NE side.

Date and/or Period Unknown
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The site is of some interest because (i) the only other known, small, timber-laced dun, is the 
example at Rahoy, Argyllshire, excavated by Childe (V G Childe and W Thorneycroft 1938), and 
(ii) the relationship of the dun and fort may provide a link in the problem of the evolution of 
the broch.
Surveyed at 1:2500.
Visited by OS (N K B) 23 November 1966.
V G Childe and W Thorneycroft 1938.
Partial excavation by Miss Nisbet in 1973 and 1974 was concentrated mainly on the dun but a 
section across the inner rampart of the fort showed that the existing feature consisted largely 
of upcast from stone-robbing overlying at least two occupation levels. Neither vitrification in 
situ nor evidence of timberlacing was found. Both beneath and outside the dun there were 
traces of occupation including ironworking. The dun was confirmed as being a timberlaced 
construction. It has a diameter of 15.5m within a wall 5.0m thick, standing to a height of over 
2m internally, faced with well-coursed slabs and infilled with waterworn stones which show a 
core of vitrification. The entrance, 2m wide, flanked by post holes and floored with logs has a 
guard chamber on its left. Internally a ring of about fourteen stout posts set at a distance of 
4.5m from the wall had supported a roof of timber, turf and twigs probably open in the centre. 
A wooden ramp or gangway had run up the hillside to the entrance, to be continued in the 
interior as a turf ramp. Two phases of occupation before the fire which caused the vitrification, 
and one after it could be determined. The last involved internal levelling of the debris from 
wall and re-roofing using new posts. Radio carbon dates for the dun give a range from 10 BC to 
440 BC, but two samples taken from one roof timber give over-lapping dates of 210 to 290 BC. 
The only finds from the excavation, besides whetstones and other simple stone tools, were an 
iron knife blade and two stone beads. There was no pottery. A midden lies outside the dun 
entrance on the right.
H C Nisbet 1973; H C Nisbet 1974.
The vitrified dun, and the fort, probably not vitrified, are as described by Nisbet.
Revised at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (J B), 1 October 1976.

Excavation (1973 - 1974)
Partial excavation by Miss Nisbet in 1973 and 1974
Source: H C Nisbet 1973; H C Nisbet 1974.

Publication Account (2007)
Euan W Mackie Broch Corpus 2
NC40 4 TOR a' CHORCAIN ('Lang-well')
NC/4104 0088
This vitrified dun or massive round-house (of broch-like proportions and stand-ing on top of an 
earlier hillfort) is included here because it may be an example of how a broch-like structure –in 
the sense that it is a complex wooden roundhouse protected by a ponderous shell wall of 
stone – has evolved from quite a different pedigree. The site is on high ground overlooking 
Strath Oykell and its river and with wide views up and down it (visited during the excavations in 
1974).
Excavations were carried out on the dun by Helen Nisbet in 1973 and 1974 [4]. A single trial 
trench into the west flank of the hillfort failed to reveal any vitrification but located two 
occupation layers under fallen rubble. Signs of the hillfort occupation – with a few artifacts 
such as stone rubbers, hones and a few pounders – were also noted at the base of some post-
holes and elsewhere.
The excavator gives a fairly detailed account of the likely structure of the timber-framed wall, 
and also discusses the wider significance of the site [4,inc. Appendix]. Here however, after a 
brief description of the wall and entrance, we will concentrate on the primary wooden 
roundhouse, traces of which were found in the central court of the 'dun'. The fact that only 
about half of the interior was excavated is to be explained by the concentration of the work on 
sectioning the vitrified wall, a huge task [4, pls. 5 and 6]. The project was paid for by the late 
Mr S P Fay of Los Angeles who was interested primarily in the phenomenon of vitrification.
1. Situation
The dun stands on the higher, western summit of the hill and on top of the remains of the 
hillfort defences. Heavy vitrification was visible before work started. The structure was found 
to be almost circular in plan with an entrance facing east, an internal diameter of 15.0-15.5m 
and a wall averaging 5.0min thickness; the inner face of this still stood in places to a height of 
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over 2m above the primary floor. On the basis of the quantity of rubble lying about the original 
height was estimated at about 3-4 m.
2. Description
The dun wall
The inner and outer faces were of well-coursed slabs, with a core of roughly laid water-worn 
cobbles having a central spine of solid vitrified stone. The original presence of some kind of 
timber-framing inside the wall was proved by the finding of beam holes containing charcoal. 
The burning of such a drystone wall laced with wooden beams is usually supposed to have 
produced the vitrified masses in the wall core [5].
The entrance passage
The stone walls of the entrance passage were 2.50m apart and the floor had been paved with 
transverse logs. Massive upright posts – four on the south or left (with a fifth in line with them 
just inside the dun) and three on the right – had been partly set into the wall (in vertical post 
slits) and must have supported a massive wooden entrance tunnel, presumably with some kind 
of tower on top and a wooden gate (no stone door-checks were found). The posts were 
presumably set in place before the stone walling was built and the excavator thought that they 
were likely to have been fastened to the timber framework in the wall core. There were signs 
that some of the posts had been pulled out, and the timber entrance presumably destroyed, 
before the burning and vitrification of the wall. No traces of stone lintels roofing the passage 
seem to have been found so doubtless the entire entrance structure was of wood; presumably 
this was connected with a fence or palisade which ran round the top of the wall near its front 
edge.
The guard cell
in the left wall of the passage is the opening to a mural chamber or guard cell, the upper part 
of the wall of which had vitrified; this had caused a slump of once-molten rock into the room 
itself. The chamber was 3.25m deep and about 2m wide, the entrance being 0.5m wide. There 
was no sign of corbelling in those parts of the vertical wallface which had survived (up to about 
50 cm) below the vitrification. A thin black occupation layer rested on the subsoil and above 
this was a mass of carbonised logs, presumably the remains of the wooden roof capped with 
turf.
"The guard cell exhibits in miniature the entire vitrification process; well-built wallfaces passing 
upwards and sideways into vitrification, with cracking and bending of the stones, and mobile 
vitrified material appearing to 'ooze' between them. It leaves no room for doubt that in 
suitable blanketed conditions, stones do actually melt to give vitrified masses." [4, 56].
The interior
The stratigraphy of the interior provided evidence of a primary occupation on the old ground 
surface, then a layer of burning with collapsed roof material on top of this and, finally, traces 
of a secondary occupation on top of the ruins. A level platform with a very irregular surface 
was built up before the dun wall was constructed, and this was subsequently baked hard by 
the fire which destroyed the latter.
A ring of wooden posts was set up in the area enclosed by the dun wall, at a distance of about 
4.0m from it; eight post-holes were actually exposed and the original total was probably 
fourteen. The holes were about 50cm deep but the size of the posts they contained was not 
estimated. The ring would have been about 8.5m (27.9ft) in diameter and must surely have 
supported the mid point of the roof rafters, the outer ends of which were presumably on the 
wallhead. No scarcement was found on the remaining inside wallface but if there was a raised 
wooden floor also attached to the posts these would surely have been attached to some of the 
beams which doubtless projected from the wall core.
However the burnt roof debris (below) formed a relatively thin layer and there was an absence 
of burned timbers from the central area of the floor which made the excavator think that the 
roof might have been a lean-to affair, with the middle of the floor having been left open to the 
sky.
Despite the uneven surface of the foundation platform the inhabitants seem to have lived on 
this, and a thin occupation layer, also baked hard, was found. However there were no artifacts 
inside "and there was a complete lack of evidence for normal domestic activities." [4, 60]; the 
interior had evidently been kept clean. Not a single sherd of pottery was found. There were 
some stone slab settings in this floor which might have been small hearths but one would 
normally expect a large central hearth inside a roundhouse of this size. It is possible that there 
was one which was not uncovered; the excavated areas could just have missed it, as they did 
at first at Rhiroy (NH19 3).
Traces of occupation were also found outside the dun and there was a distinct accumulation of 
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midden material on the slope outside the entrance, which contained many fragments of the 
bones and teeth of sheep and cattle.
A layer of what appeared to be burned and collapsed roof material lay all over the outer part 
of the floor in the interior, forming a network of charred timbers, twigs and burnt turf. The 
charred stumps of several of the posts were found in position in their sockets. Between these 
posts and the wall lay a roughly radial pattern of fallen roof timbers mixed with turf, and the 
absence of such debris from the central area suggests, as noted, that the roundhouse had an 
annular, lean-to roof with a clear middle part.
There was evidence of two phases of occupation on top of the burned strata in the interior, 
implying that people continued to live there after the destruction and vitrification of the wall. 
The floor had first been levelled up with available rubble and debris which had fallen from the 
walls. Part of the interior at least was then apparently re-roofed using fresh posts, and 
occupation continued for some time thereafter (there are more details of this later habitation 
in the report).
3. Dating
Radiocarbon dates
A set of five C-14 dates was obtained for burnt material. No. 1 was for charcoal from a large 
post-hole at the entrance to the guard chamber; no. 2 for charcoal from the foundation course 
of the inner face of wall; nos. 3-5 are all for charcoal from a fallen roof timber. It was observed 
that the roof timbers tended to be full of beetle holes, suggesting re-used wood, whereas the 
post-hole timbers were not. In the absence of any indication of how the dated fragments 
related to the start of the growth of the trees concerned one can only assume that the C-14 
dates relate to a time a little before the cutting of the timbers for use in the building.
1. GaK 4860 2210 +/- 90 (260 bc)
2. GaK 4862 2240 +/- 90 (290 bc)
3. GaK 4861 2200 +/- 100 (250 bc)
4. GX 3274a 1040 +/- 210 (ad 1010)
5. GX 3274b 2040 +/- 140 (90 bc)
Table of uncalibrated radiocarbon dates obtained for Langwell. No. 5 was obtained after no. 4 
had been received.
Although the reliability of the early Gakushuin laboratory dates (GaK) has been questioned the 
three from that laboratory are reasonably consistent and match the second Geochron date 
well. There is no obvious explanation for the first Geochron (GX) date being so much later. 
Broadly speaking the four consistent dates, when calibrated, suggest that the timber-framed 
dun was built at some time during the 3rd or the 2nd centuries BC [4, fig. 10].
Thermoluminescence dates
After the excavation was completed Sanderson and others obtained a number of TL dates for 
several vitrified forts including Langwell [6]. One would expect that such dates, being 
performed on the vitrified material itself, would give an indication of when the stone was last 
heated – that is, when the dun was destroyed by fire. The date for Langwell has a mean age of 
AD 205 which suggests that the site was in use for several centuries. However other dates from 
vitrified forts vary wildly from the equivalent C-14 dates [6, 7] so caution over the 
interpretation of this one seems advisable.
4. Discussion
in many ways the size, shape and internal wooden structure of Tor a' Chorcain resemble those 
of a hollow-walled broch far more closely than, for example, the drystone roundhouse at Buin 
Orkney (ND20 3), and the site provides an interesting case study of how some form of 
complex, and perhaps two-storeyed, wooden roundhouse – enclosed by a strong defensive 
wall – emerged from the timber-framed hillfort tradition in the 3rd or 2nd centuries BC. 
However the internal diameter is, at 15.4m, very large and raises the question of whether it 
would have been possible roof such a structure completely.
5. Finds
There were large numbers of whetstones and hones, and also pebble hammerstones and 
grinders, all over the site and in all levels; most of these stone tools are now at Langwell Farm. 
Other finds were extremely sparse. It is not entirely certain what the 'scoop' is, or what 'hand 
mortars' are.
From the primary occupation levels came 15 hones and whetstones, 3 sling-stones, 7 rubbing 
stones, 1 scoop, 1 quartzite strike-a-light, 1 bone bead (from the floor of the guard cell), and an 
unidentified iron object.
From the destruction debris came 28 hones and whetstones, 3 sling-stones, 8 rubbing stones, 2 
hand mortars, 7 pounders and a well-preserved iron blade [4, fig. 9).
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From the secondary occupation layers came 11 hones and whetstones, 1 sling-stone, 26 
rubbing stones, 4 hand mortars, 3 scoops, 1 pounder and a polished ring-bead of green 
serpentine.
In the topsoil outside the dun was found a fragment of a shale bracelet [4, fig. 9.1).
Dimensions (taken from the plan)
Overall diameter about 25.7m (84ft 3in), internal diameter about 15.4m (50ft 6in), wall 
proportion about 40%. This is a very large roundhouse by broch standards; Mousa in Shetland 
(HU42 6), for example, could just about fit inside it.
Sources: 1. NMRS site no. NC 40 SW 3: 2. H. Nisbet in Discovery and Excavationin Scotland 
1974, 59-60: 3. H Nisbet in do., 1973, 48-49: 4. Nisbet 1996: 5. MacKie 1977: 6. Sanderson et 
al. 1988: 7. Alexander 2002: 8. Church 2002, 74-5.
E W MacKie 2007

Project (15 December 2010 - 1 April 2011)
NC 4329 0228 and NC 3856 1595 A desk-based assessment and walkover survey were carried 
out, 15 December 2010–1 April 2011, in advance of a native woodland planting scheme. The 
scheme consists of five planting areas. Areas 1–3 centred on Dalnaclave (NC 3856 1595) and 
areas 4–5 centred on Carn Beag, Rosehall (NC 4329 0228). The survey covered a c815ha area 
and the land ranged in height from 16m above sea level at Rosehall to 260m N of Dubh Coille.
The desk-based assessment identified two scheduled ancient monuments, Croich Broch (NC 
4116 1121) and Langwell Fort and Dun (NC 4104 0084), whilst the survey identified land use 
features, which predated the sheep and deer forest. A number of features were marked out 
and exclusion zones defined. The protection of features from the effect of regenerating 
vegetation will be in included in any management plan.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: CKD Galbraith
Highland Archaeology Services, 2011

Note (3 February 2015 - 25 November 2016)
Atlas of Hillforts of Britain and Ireland
This fortification occupies the summit of a steep-sided hillock overlooking the right bank of the 
River Oykell to the W of Langwell. The defences comprise two elements: a circular dun with a 
heavily vitrified wall at the W end of the crest; and a larger fort that takes in the whole of the 
elongated crest of the hillock. The dun, which overlies the inner wall of the fort, measures 
about 15m in diameter within a wall 5m in thickness and standing some 2m high internally, 
with well-built faces encasing the heavily vitrified core; its entrance is on the E and has a guard 
chamber. Excavations carried out by Helen Nisbet 1973-4 revealed a complex history of 
occupation of the dun both before and after the fire that partly destroyed the wall. The 
defences of the fort comprise three circuits, the inner two marked by thin bands of rubble and 
the outer by a marked scarp, a cut feature which in places develops into a ditch with a 
counterscarp bank. The interior measures about 80m from ENE to WSW by about 24m 
transversely (0.15ha), taking in both the low summits on the crest of the hillock. There was 
probably an entrance on the S, though the outer circuit is unbroken on this flank, but there is 
also evidence of an entrance through the middle wall at the ENE end, though the depiction of 
the wall with hornworks on the plan published by Nisbet is ambiguous (1994, 53, fig 2). Nisbet 
sectioned the inner wall on the S, not only showing that it had been heavily robbed, but that 
the rubble overlay 'at least two occupation horizons' (1994, 51), indicating that the defences 
themselves may represent several periods of construction. The main finds from the 
excavations were a hones and hammerstones, but a serpentine bead, a bone bead and an iron 
knife blade were found, while a fragment of shale bracelet came from outside the dun. The 
only radiocarbon dates are now old dates, probably indicating that the dun belongs in the last 
quarter of the 1st millennium BC, while the attempt to date the destruction of the dun by 
thermoluminescence should be discounted.
Information from An Atlas of Hillforts of Great Britain and Ireland – 25 November 2016. Atlas 
of Hillforts SC2780

Asset/Event Number 22
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Asset/Event Number 22

Asset/Event Name STRATH CUILEANNACH

Type of Asset/Event BRACELET (BRONZE)

Listing No./NRHE Number NH49NW 1.00

HER Number MHG14514; MHG18004

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 240800

Northing 896100

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description https://her.highland.gov.uk/monument/MHG14514

https://canmore.org.uk/site/82855/

NH49NW 1 408 961.

NH 408 961 Single piece annular copper alloy Bronze Age bracelet found during forestry 
planting; now in Inverness Museum (NVMG 1993.010).

R Hanley 1993e.

Date and/or Period BRONZE AGE

Asset/Event Number 23

Asset/Event Name LANGWELL

Type of Asset/Event FARMSTEAD (PERIOD UNASSIGNED)

Listing No./NRHE Number NC40SW 18.00

HER Number MHG18312

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 241500

Northing 900900

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description https://canmore.org.uk/site/89651/

Note

RCAHMS First Edition Survey Project

A farmstead comprising eight roofed and one unroofed building, one enclosure and a field-
system is depicted on the 1st edition of the OS 6-inch map (Ross-shire 1881, sheet xi).

Ten roofed buildings and the fields are shown on the current edition of the OS 1:10,000 map 
(1990).

Information from RCAHMS (SAH), 27 September 1995.

Date and/or Period Unknown
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Asset/Event Number 24

Asset/Event Name BRAE

Type of Asset/Event TOWNSHIP (PERIOD UNASSIGNED)

Listing No./NRHE Number NC40SW 19.00

HER Number MHG18313

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 243600

Northing 900900

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description https://her.highland.gov.uk/monument/MHG18313

https://canmore.org.uk/site/89652/

Note

RCAHMS First Edition Survey Project

A township comprising sixteen roofed and one unroofed building, and two enclosures is 
depicted on the 1st edition of the OS 6-inch map (Ross-shire 1881, sheet xi). Seven roofed and 
one unroofed building of two compartments are shown on the current edition of the OS 
1:10,000 map (1990).

Information from RCAHMS (SAH) 27 September 1995

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 25

Asset/Event Name AMAT

Type of Asset/Event HOUSE (PERIOD UNASSIGNED)

Listing No./NRHE Number NH39NE 2.00

HER Number MHG23750

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 239030

Northing 899990

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description https://her.highland.gov.uk/monument/MHG23750

https://canmore.org.uk/site/111477/

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 26

Asset/Event Name LANGWELL FARM, STRATH OYKEL
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Asset/Event Name LANGWELL FARM, STRATH OYKEL

Type of Asset/Event CIST (BRONZE AGE), INHUMATION (BRONZE AGE), ORGANIC MATERIAL (BRONZE AGE), ORGANI

Listing No./NRHE Number NC40SW 20.00

HER Number MHG51530

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 241300

Northing 901040

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description https://her.highland.gov.uk/monument/MHG51530

https://canmore.org.uk/site/305348/

Excavation (29 August 2009 - 31 August 2009)
NC 4130 0104 The site of a previously excavated cist was investigated by archaeologists from 
GUARD and NOSAS on 29–31 August 2009. An auger survey revealed that the cist had been set 
into a curving, naturally raised area of sands and gravels. Profiling of nearby peat deposits, 
using Kubiena monolith tins, suggests that the course of the river Oykel had at one time run 
directly alongside this raised area. The underside of the cist top-slab was examined for the first 
time, but no markings were evident.
No further cists were revealed by the auger survey although it was noted that a substantial 
concentration of river cobbles may represent the remains of a robbed cairn. Though there was 
no compelling evidence to suggest other cists were ever present in the vicinity, the possibility 
does remain that the very stony character of the area may have prevented the identification of 
any underlying cists. Two environmental bulk samples were taken from deposits that were 
frozen at the time of the February 2009 excavation and will be included in any future post-
excavation work.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Highland Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Historic Scotland
Alastair Becket and Jennifer Miller – GUARD

Excavation (6 February 2009 - 12 February 2009)
NC 4130 0104 Parts of an inhumation burial were recovered, 6–12 February 2009, under the 
provisions of the human remains call-off contract. The tightly flexed burial lay in a substantial 
stone cist and was discovered by the landowner while clearing peat. Relatively well preserved 
organic materials, including wood and fur, accompanied the skeleton. The integrity of the 
burial had been compromised before archaeological intervention by the local police, who had 
partially cleared the cist of its contents. However, part of the skeleton and some of the 
accompanying material remained in situ and were recovered. The site of a second possible cist 
5m to the S, where large slabs had been removed by the mechanical excavator, was also 
investigated. This revealed not a cist but an arcing, stone-built feature which sat on an old 
ground surface sealed by the peat.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Highland Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Historic Scotland
Olivia Lelong – GUARD

Date and/or Period BRONZE AGE

Asset/Event Number 27

Asset/Event Name ROSEHALL, LANGWELL

Type of Asset/Event NO CLASS (EVENT) (PERIOD UNASSIGNED)

Date and/or Period Unknown
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Listing No./NRHE Number NH49NW 3.00

HER Number EHG6258

Status Event

Easting 242500

Northing 899700

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description https://canmore.org.uk/site/373673/
Field Visit (1 March 2021)
NH 425 997–NH 412 989 A desktop and walkover survey was conducted in March 2021 for two 
areas of proposed woodland of c82 hectares. Work revealed no archaeological features, area 
being mostly on NE facing slopes.

Archive: NRHE
Funder: Fountains Forestry
Survey Stuart Farrell
(Source: DES Vol 22)

https://her.highland.gov.uk/event/EHG6258
A walkover survey was undertaken by S Farrell in 2021 on two areas of proposed forestry at 
Langwell, Rosehall, Sutherland. No archaeological sites were recorded in the two areas 
proposed. No recommendations were made in relation to the proposed schemes.

Asset/Event Number 28

Asset/Event Name Langwell Farm Track

Type of Asset/Event Access Route / Track

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 242342

Northing 900838

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description *GM
*03/06/2024
*Langwell Farm Track
*Double dashed line visible on first edition OS maps showing an access track running though 
Langwell Farm on a broadly west to east alignment before continuing to broadly follow the 
alignment of the River Oykell, terminating near to Amat to the west and Brae to the east.
*Section of route between Langwell Farm and Brae appears survive as part of Scree Road and a 
track to the present day.
*Overall surviving length covers c.2.7km 

Sources

https://maps.nls.uk/view/228781330

Date and/or Period Post-medieval
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Asset/Event Number 29

Asset/Event Name Glac an Sgreadain

Type of Asset/Event Farm Building / Enclosure

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 243354

Northing 900812

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description *GM
*03/06/2024
*Glac an Sgreadain
*Isolated building and square enclosure, atop the cliff overlooking the River Oykell,annotated 
as ‘Glac an Sgreadain’, visible on first edition OS map.
*No longer extant on OS maps dating from  1967-69.
*Covered an area measuring c.35 m by c.18 m.

Sources

https://maps.nls.uk/view/228781330

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 30

Asset/Event Name Scree Road

Type of Asset/Event Track / Road

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 241831

Northing 900710

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description *GM
*03/06/2024
*Scree Road
*Continuation of a dashed route running along base of northhill face between Brae and River 
Oykell visinle on OS maps of 1967-69. Appear to be a fomralisation of part of the route 
between Langwell Farm and Brae, but the course of this deviates away to the south of the 
farm.
*Eastern parts of track appear to survive as Scree Road, westernmost parts appear to survive 
as farm or woodland tracks.
*Overall length c. 3.2km.

Sources

Date and/or Period Modern
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https://maps.nls.uk/view/188132025

Asset/Event Number 31

Asset/Event Name Clearance cairns - River Oykel

Type of Asset/Event CLEARANCE CAIRN (Early Bronze Age to Late Iron Age - 2400 BC? to 560 AD?)

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number MHG41410

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 242400

Northing 901380

Parish Creich (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description 	https://her.highland.gov.uk/monument/MHG41410

A area of clearance cairns to the north of the River Oykel.

At NC 42410114 situated on a false crest is a hut circle measuring 8.0m SE-NW by 6.5m within 
a slight earth and stone wall of 2m average spread, with a simple entrance in the SE. The area 
surrounding the hut has a few clearance heaps upon it, but the ground is still of a very stony 
nature. 200 metres to the N, a small area of clearance heaps and cleared ground is possibly 
associated with the hut. No measurable plots were noted.
Surveyed at 1:10 000 Visited by OS (J B) 22 September 1976.

Date and/or Period Early Bronze Age to Late Iron Age

Asset/Event Number 32

Asset/Event Name Farmstead to the east of Langwall

Type of Asset/Event Farmstead

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 242560

Northing 900640

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description *GM
*03/06/2024
*Farmstead to the east of Langwall
*A farmstead group which appears to be comprised of eight buildings and a square enclosure is 
located to the east of the main Langwall Farm complex, visible on a historic map dating to 
1793.
*Not visible on any later OS maps.
*Due to difficulties georeferencing source map point given is an estimate.

Date and/or Period Post-medieval
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Sources

Brown, G. 1793. Plan of intended road from Loch Inver by the Portenleick Ferry. 
https://maps.nls.uk/view/216589657

Asset/Event Number 33

Asset/Event Name Druim Baile Fuir, stone circle, cairns, hut circles and enclosure

Type of Asset/Event Prehistoric domestic and defensive: hut circle, roundhouse, Prehistoric ritual and funerary: cair

Listing No./NRHE Number SM1784

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 255776

Northing 902861

Parish Lairg

Council Highland

Description The monument comprises a group of prehistoric remains in the SW part of Gruids Wood. These 
have been scheduled since 1935, but the mapping of the original scheduling was grossly 
inadequate. This rescheduling corrects the earlier deficiencies.  The monument comprises the 
remains of a stone circle, at least two cairns and two hut circles, one with a surrounding 
enclosure. The remains of the stone circle, three stones set in an arc, are presently almost 
completely obscured by growing and fallen timber. They lie just to the N of the cairn described 
next. The cairn is bell-shaped in profile, 12.1m across and up to 1.8m high, although only 1.2m 
of this height appears to be manmade, as the cairn lies on the edge of a dip. Another mound 
some 180m S by E may be a similar cairn, but it is too obscured to be certain. Some 240m to 
the NE of the first cairn is a second cairn, measuring 15m E-W by 11m and standing just over 
1m high. About 240m S by E from the first cairn is a hut circle about 12m across. It has been 
ploughed, but is still clearly visible. Finally, a second hut circle lies 250m W of the first cairn, 
with an enclosure around it. The hut circle is about 14m N-S by 18m E-W overall, within a 
relatively well-preserved oval enclosure about 200m NNE-SSW by 165m NW-SE. The enclosure 
appears much later than the hut circle, and may be a medieval or later rebuild of an earlier 
boundary.  The area to be scheduled falls into 4 parts, as marked in red on the accompanying 
map extract:  1. an area c.118m in diameter around the remains of the stone circle and the 
first cairn, roughly centred on the mid-point between the two;  2. an area c.53m in diameter 
around the second cairn;  3. an area c.55m in diameter around the first hut circle; and  4. a 
large sub-oval area, some 220m NNE-SSW by 175m NW-SE, around the second hut circle and 
enclosure.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 34

Asset/Event Name Allt Eileag, chambered cairn 790m SE of Cnoc Chaornaidh

Type of Asset/Event Prehistoric ritual and funerary: chambered cairn

Listing No./NRHE Number SM4046

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 231355

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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Easting 231355

Northing 907938

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description Statement of National Importance Cultural Significance  The cultural significance of the 
monument has been assessed as follows:  Intrinsic Characteristics  The monument is a 
chambered cairn which survives as a substantial stone-built mound. Although some 
disturbance and collapse is evident, this has not disturbed the overall profile and the 
monument stands close to its original scale and appearance. It has a northeast facing horned 
façade, a curved entrance passage and internal chamber with side chambers. The roof of both 
the passage and chambers has collapsed and the interiors are rubble filled. They appear largely 
undisturbed and it is highly likely that other features survive within the body of the 
cairn.  There is good potential for the survival of archaeological remains, including human 
burials, artefacts and environmental remains such as pollen and charcoal, within, beneath and 
around the upstanding structure of the cairn. The archaeological deposits have the potential to 
provide information about the date of the monument, ritual and funerary practices, and the 
structure of Neolithic society. Any artefacts and environmental material would enhance 
understanding of contemporary economy, land-use and environment.  Dating evidence from 
chambered cairns elsewhere demonstrates that they were constructed and in use between 
around 4000BC and 2500 BC. They were used for communal burial and ritual, and excavations 
often reveal evidence of complex development sequences. Therefore the cairn may have been 
in use for a long period of time. Scientific study of the cairn's form and construction techniques 
compared with other chambered cairns would enhance our understanding of the development 
sequence of this site and of chambered cairns in general.  Contextual 
Characteristics  Chambered cairns are found throughout Scotland, with a concentration in the 
north and west. The example at Allt Eileag is important as an upstanding, well-preserved and 
largely undisturbed example. It is part of a wider group of chambered cairns in Glen Oykel 
located around Cnoc Chaornaidh, including Cnoc Chaornaidh, chambered cairn, cairn and long 
mound E of (SM4564; Canmore ID 4741 and 4742), Cnoc Chaornaidh, chambered cairn 570m 
SW of (SM4022; Canmore ID 4739), Cnoc Chaornaidh, chambered cairn 560m WSW of 
(SM4023; Canmore ID 4738) and Cnoc Chaornaidh, chambered cairn 180m NNE of, Stratheskie 
(SM4045; Canmore ID 4606). The proximity of these burial monuments can give important 
insights into the Neolithic landscape and add to our understanding of social organisation, land 
division and land-use. The monument has the potential to enhance our understanding of the 
nature and development of Neolithic monumentality and burial, the nature of belief systems, 
ceremonial and burial practices.  Chambered cairns are found in a variety of locations. Some 
are placed in conspicuous locations within the landscape, such as on the summits of hills or on 
the shoulders of hills, perhaps to be seen on a skyline or otherwise in profile. Others are found 
in less conspicuous locations, for example on valley floors. Relationships to routeways and/or 
other ritual sites, locations near to good upland pasture and views over specific areas of land 
may also have had significance. The chambered cairn at Allt Eileag is positioned on a southeast 
facing slope above the River Oykel. It occupies a prominent position and is likely to have had 
extensive views to the south and southeast.  Associative Characteristics  There are no 
known associative characteristics that contribute to this site's national 
importance.  Statement of National Importance  This monument is of national importance 
because it makes a significant addition to our understanding of the design and construction of 
burial monuments, the nature of burial and ritual practices and their significance in Neolithic 
society. The chambered cairn is an impressive monument which retains its field characteristics 
and can be compared with other chambered cairns that survive in the vicinity. As such it can 
significantly enhance our understanding of Neolithic society and economy, as well as the 
nature of belief systems, burial and ceremonial practices. It would have been an important 
component of the wider prehistoric landscape of settlement, agriculture and ritual and would 
have been a prominent part of the prehistoric landscape. Chambered cairns are one of our 
main sources of information for the Neolithic in Scotland and so are an important element in 
our understanding of the nature of Scotland's prehistoric society and landscape. The loss of the 
monument would diminish our ability to appreciate and understand the meaning and 
importance of death and burial, and the placing of cairns within the landscape in the Neolithic 
period in northern Scotland and further afield.
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Asset/Event Number 35

Asset/Event Name Track Boundary Bank

Type of Asset/Event Earthwork Bank

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 241800

Northing 898885

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description *GM
*15/10/2024
*Boundary Bank to the east of a farm track and west of main watercourse of Meoir Langwell.
*Large boundary bank to the west of Burn. Possibly runs further either side of farm track but 
on western side much more ephemeral. Featrue just outside LiDAR data coverage but is visible 
on satellite imagery. Possibly fairly modern from making of track which is not visible on any OS 
maps.
*Measures c.480m in length with sections being up to c.2m wide and c.1,5m high (at its 
highest).
*Surveyed by AOC 25th September 2024

Date and/or Period

Asset/Event Number 36

Asset/Event Name Stone feature, west of Langwell House - Strath Oykel

Type of Asset/Event FEATURE (Neolithic to Late Iron Age - 4000 BC? to 560 AD?)

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number MHG52831

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 241317

Northing 901041

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description https://her.highland.gov.uk/monument/MHG52831

The site of a possible cist was investigated by GUARD in February 2009 as part of a programme 
of salvage excavation focussed on a cist burial 5 metres to the north. Large slabs had been 
distubed by a mechanical excavator. The excavation revealed not a cist but a curving, stone-
built feature which sat on an old ground surface sealed by half a metre of peat. Iron-panning 
on the old ground surface suggests that conditions on both sides of the feature were rather 
wet and it is possible that it was built to contain or delineate a more boggy area from the 
better drained ground. Its position beneath the peat suggests the feature is of some antiquity 
and it could be prehistoric date. This site and the nearby cist are located on a slight rise 
measuring approximately 40 metres east-west by 8 metres. It is conceivable that the stone 
feature relates to the use of this slight rise during the Bronze Age for ceremonial and funerary 

Date and/or Period Neolithic to Late Iron Age
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purposes.

Asset/Event Number 37

Asset/Event Name Site of Upper Doune, Strath Oykel

Type of Asset/Event CROFTHOUSE (Built, 19th Century - 1830 AD to 1881 AD)

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number MHG52974

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 244378

Northing 900753

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description https://her.highland.gov.uk/monument/MHG52974

A crofthouse is depicted on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey map c.1881. <1> The building is 
presumed to have been demolished to make way for an approved new house. Photographs of 
the building were submitted to the HER in October 2009.

Date and/or Period 19th Century

Asset/Event Number 38

Asset/Event Name Hut circle - N of River Oykel

Type of Asset/Event HUT CIRCLE (Neolithic to Late Iron Age - 4000 BC? to 560 AD?)

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number MHG63523

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 242310

Northing 901130

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description https://her.highland.gov.uk/monument/MHG63523

A hut circle to the north of the River Oykel. The site is best seen as a circular feature c. 15m in 
diameter bisected by a dyke in vertical aerial photography taken in 2023.

Date and/or Period Neolithic to Late Iron Age

Asset/Event Number 39

Asset/Event Name Hut circle - N of River Oykel

Type of Asset/Event HUT CIRCLE (Neolithic to Late Iron Age - 4000 BC? to 560 AD?)

Listing No./NRHE Number

Date and/or Period Neolithic to Late Iron Age
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Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number MHG63524

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 242300

Northing 901230

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description https://her.highland.gov.uk/monument/MHG63524

A hut circle to the north of the River Oykel. The site is best seen as an oval feature c. 9m x 11m 
in bisected by a dyke and a possible trackway in vertical aerial photography taken in 2023.

Asset/Event Number 40

Asset/Event Name Excavation - Langwell Farm, Strath Oykel

Type of Asset/Event EXCAVATION

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number EHG3069

Status Event

Easting 241315

Northing 901044

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description https://her.highland.gov.uk/event/EHG3069

A team from Glasgow University Archaeological Research Division carried out salvage 
excavation of the remaining contents of a cist, which had been distubed by a mechanical 
excavator during peat clearing works. Details of the cist's construction were recorded and the 
site of a second possible cist was investigated. Attempts to excavate a section across the cist 
were unsuccessful due to the frozen ground condition, but the accidental collapse of the 
northern slab allowed partial examination of the cut. Bones which had previously been 
removed by the police were retrieved from Dornoch police station for scientific analysis

Date and/or Period

Asset/Event Number 41

Asset/Event Name Photographic survey of Upper Doune, Ardgay

Type of Asset/Event PHOTOGRAPHIC SURVEY

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number EHG3121

Status Event

Easting 244378

Northing 900753

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Date and/or Period
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Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description https://her.highland.gov.uk/event/EHG3121

A photographic survey of this building was submitted in order to comply with a condition on 
planning consent for a replacement house.

Asset/Event Number 42

Asset/Event Name Auger survey and test pitting - Langwell Farm

Type of Asset/Event TEST PIT

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number EHG3509

Status Event

Easting 241320

Northing 901040

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description https://her.highland.gov.uk/event/EHG3509

The site of a previously excavated cist was investigated by archaeologists from GUARD and 
NOSAS in August 2009. An auger survey revealed that the cist had been set into a curving, 
naturally raised area of sands and gravels. Profiling of nearby peat deposits, using Kubiena 
monolith tins, suggests that the course of the river Oykel had at one time run directly alongside 
this raised area. The underside of the cist top-slab was examined for the first time, but no 
markings were evident. No further cists were revealed by the auger survey although it was 
noted that a substantial concentration of river cobbles may represent the remains of a robbed 
cairn. Though there was no compelling evidence to suggest other cists were ever present in the 
vicinity, the possibility does remain that the very stony character of the area may have 
prevented the identification of any underlying cists. Two environmental bulk samples were 
taken from deposits that were frozen at the time of the February 2009 excavation and will be 
included in any future post-excavation work.

Date and/or Period

Asset/Event Number 43

Asset/Event Name Crofthouse and Site of Steading, Inveroykel

Type of Asset/Event CROFTHOUSE (Built, 18th Century to 19th Century - 1750 AD to 1878 AD)

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number MHG52724

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 244410

Northing 900830

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Date and/or Period 18th Century to 19th Century
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Council Highland

Description 	https://her.highland.gov.uk/monument/MHG52724

Crofthouse and associated steading. The steading is now demolished.

L-shaped rubble steading with corrugated iron roof. Now demolished and the site redeveloped. 
The associated crofthouse to the north is a single storey with attic rubble-built building with 
slate roof and end stacks, single-pane windows and roof lights with double-leaf doors. It has 
been renovated.

Asset/Event Number 44

Asset/Event Name DBA and walkover survey - proposed Strath Oykel Wind Farm

Type of Asset/Event DESK BASED ASSESSMENT

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number EHG6252

Status Event

Easting 244720

Northing 899290

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description 	https://her.highland.gov.uk/event/EHG6252

DESK BASED ASSESSMENT
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT
WALKOVER SURVEY

A desk-based assessment and field survey were carried out by Wood Group plc to establish the 
archaeology and cultural heritage baseline within the site and in the wider landscape (15km 
Study Area) of a proposed wind farm in Strath Oykel. One heritage asset was identified in the 
DBA within the site boundary, an undated enclosure. An assessment of the identified cultural 
heritage resource and consideration of the current and past land-use within and in the 
immediate vicinity of the site boundary, indicated that there was a low probability of hitherto 
unidentified archaeological remains present within the Site. Mitigation of adverse direct effects 
would be provided by the agreement of a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) with The 
Highland Council Archaeologist. This scheme would allow for the identification and recording 
of archaeological features within the proposed site boundary which would otherwise be 
affected by the proposed scheme. The layout of the proposed development had been designed 
to avoid direct effects on the identified heritage assets within the site boundary. There is the 
possibility of a minor or negligible magnitude direct impact on the remains of assets of low 
sensitivity, potentially resulting in an effect of minor/negligible significance, which is not 
significant in EIA terms.

There were two Category A Listed Buildings, 19 Category B Listed Buildings and 17 Category C 
Listed Buildings located within the 15km study area. A total of 21 scheduled monuments, one 
Inventory Historic Battlefield are also located within 15km of the proposed development. 
There are no Inventory Gardens and Designed Landscapes, Conservation Areas or World 
Heritage Sites within 15km of the site Impacts affecting the settings of heritage assets in the 
surrounding landscape would give rise to effects that are of either minor or moderate/minor 
significance, and not significant in EIA terms. Indirect effects on the setting of the identified 
designated assets would cease following the decommissioning of the wind farm and the 
removal of the turbines. The possibility of cumulative effects, the potential for cumulative 

Date and/or Period
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change, resulting from the effects of the proposed development, in combination with other 
operational, consented or proposed wind farms has also been considered with no effects of 
this kind likely.

Asset/Event Number 45

Asset/Event Name DBA and Walkover Survey - proposed Caplich Wind Farm

Type of Asset/Event DESK BASED ASSESSMENT

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number EHG4575

Status Event

Easting 243098

Northing 901246

Parish Creich (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description https://her.highland.gov.uk/event/EHG4575

DESK BASED ASSESSMENT
WALKOVER SURVEY

A DBA and walkover survey were carried out AOC Archaeology Group in 2015 to inform the 
cultural heritage section of an environmental statement for the erection of 20 turbines with a 
132m tip height at the proposed Caplich Wind Farm.

A walkover survey of the proposed access track and turbine area was undertaken on the 14th 
and 15th of April 2014 in order to investigate the condition and significance of known 
archaeology on the site and with the aim of identifying any previously unknown remains.

The main part of the Wind Farm development area, to the north-west of the access track, was 
marked by open hilly
moorland, commonly with extensive views in particular from such heights as Beinn an Eoin 
Bheag (372 m AOD) and minor summits to the south-west of Beinn An Eoin. There are 
numerous bedrock outcrops and areas of peat hacks. Analysis of aerial photographs indicated 
that the area of the proposed Wind Farm has been largely covered by moorland from the mid-
1940s onwards. The area proposed for turbines was devoid of human constructions, with the 
exception of the sheepfold near Allt a’ Choire Bhuidhe.

Given the existence of prehistoric and later remains in the vicinity of the southern end of the 
access track, including the chapel and burial ground at Cladh a Chnocain, with its pre-medieval 
cross slab, it was considered possible that, in addition to the assets identified, as yet unknown 
buried archaeological remains may survive within the development site, in particular in 
proximity to the southern end of the access route.

Date and/or Period

Asset/Event Number 46

Asset/Event Name DBA and walkover survey - Balnagown Estate, Creich

Type of Asset/Event DESK BASED ASSESSMENT

Listing No./NRHE Number

Date and/or Period
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HER Number EHG3574

Status Event

Easting 243326

Northing 901125

Parish Creich (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description 	https://her.highland.gov.uk/event/EHG3574

DESK BASED ASSESSMENT
WALKOVER SURVEY

A desk-based assessment and walkover survey was carried out ahead of a new native tree-
planting scheme at Duchally and Rosehall, Balnagown Estate, Creich, Sutherland. 31 features 
were recorded over five areas surveyed. These appear to be post-medieval but cannot be 
dated accurately without excavation. They occupy small areas of slightly favoured ground 
which would have been equally attractive to prehistoric settlers as to 18th century tenants. 
Most were probably when the small tenants were removed to make way for sheep in 1770-
1790. The only sites clearly dating to the period of sheep farming are five sheep shelters, all of 
which are on the original Balnagown land. No such features have been noted on the Rosehall 
side of the Cassley, probably reflecting a lesser emphasis on sheep. Recommendations have 
been made for safeguarding these features within the scheme.

Asset/Event Number 47

Asset/Event Name Shielings, Amat

Type of Asset/Event Shielings

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 238682

Northing 899916

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description *SW
*12/05/2025
*Walkover survey, satellite imagery, LiDAR imagery
*Two groups of very ephemeral sub-rectangular and sub-rounded low turf banks under grass 
and bracken, the remains of shielings, are situated atop and partially down the southeast-
facing slope of a low northeast.southwest aligned ridgeline, standing north of a tributary of the 
Allt na Mnà Bàine ('stream of the fair woman', OS 1848-1876). The shielings are sited within an 
area near Amat farm (to the east of the Site) currently in use as rough grazing. The east group 
spreads over an area c.45m by c10m, and the west smaller group over an area  c.25m by c.8m. 
*The vegetation across the area is relatively dense and lush grass with bracken, and banks for 
the structures were discerned through the vegetation changes and underfoot rather than 
visible upstanding structural remains, and some of These structures are not discernible on 
LiDAR imagery, but the extents are somewhat visible in the vegetation discolouration shown 
on modern satellite imagery. At least two in the east group appeared to have dimensions of 
c4m by 3m over banks c0.6m wide and c0.1m tall. The total number of structures could not be 
discerned during the rapid survey.

Date and/or Period Post-medieval
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*There are no structures or place-names depicted in the vicinity on the historic OS maps to 
indicate a presence of shielings here, so these were likely out of use by the time of the 1870s.

References
OS. 1848-1876. Ross and Cromarty OS Name Books, 1848-1876. OS1/28/33/62. p.62.
OS. 1879. Sutherland, Sheet C. Survey date: 1873,  Publication date: 1879

Asset/Event Number 48

Asset/Event Name Pond, Amat

Type of Asset/Event Pond

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 238774

Northing 899905

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description *SW
*12/05/2025
*Walkover survey, satellite imagery
*A pond with large gravel bunds surrounding the pond measuring c.30m by c.30m stands on 
the north side of the track (Asset 49). Satellite imagery viewed on Google Earth shows that this 
is not depicted on imagery from 2012 but has started to be constructed by 2018. 

References
Google Earth Pro. Desktop Application [software].

Date and/or Period Modern

Asset/Event Number 49

Asset/Event Name Track, Amat

Type of Asset/Event Track

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 238490

Northing 899533

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description *SW
*12/05/2025
*Walkover survey, historic mapping, satellite imagery
*A dirt track c2.5m wide extending from the bridge (Asset 59) crossing the River Einig, through 
the farm buildings at Amat to the east of the Site, and then through the Site in a broadly 

Date and/or Period Post-medieval
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northeast/southwest alignment. The track ultimately proceeds southwest along Glen Einig to 
meet with the road that extends along Strath Cuileannach to the south. The track is depicted 
on the 1st edition 1879 OS map.  

References
OS. 1879. Sutherland, Sheet C. Survey date: 1873,  Publication date: 1879

Asset/Event Number 50

Asset/Event Name Revetment wall, Amat

Type of Asset/Event Revetment

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 238638

Northing 899724

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description *SW
*12/05/2025
*Walkover survey, historic mapping
*Along part of the track (Asset 49) stands a pair of revetted walls under grass and moss 
standing up to a height of 0.6m tall, extending on the east side of the track for  each side of the 
track for perhaps 8m - diminishing in height at each end and so making length somewhat 
indeterminate. It has been constructed where the track has cut into the ground surface, along 
a curved portion of the track. Some stone is visible through the moss, appears to likely be a 
single face of stone and possibly only roughly laid and mostly subsumed by moss now. Likely 
constructed to offer support for this section of path as likely more erodable than other 
portions of the track due to the sharp and recessed curve. The track is depicted on the 1879 OS 
map, and while the revetted walls are not, they may be contemporary with this.

References
OS. 1879. Sutherland, Sheet C. Survey date: 1873,  Publication date: 1879

Date and/or Period Post-medieval?

Asset/Event Number 51

Asset/Event Name Borrow pit, Amat

Type of Asset/Event Borrow pit

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 238649

Northing 899692

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Date and/or Period Post-medieval; Modern
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Description *SW
*12/05/2025
*Walkover survey, satellite imagery
*A borrow pit measuring c.4m by c.4m and Along part of the track (Asset 49), the sides for 
which are under grass while the interior remains bare and shows glacial till sands and small 
cobbles. Likely quarried to use in track improvement/repairs for the adjacent track.

Asset/Event Number 52

Asset/Event Name Culvert, Amat

Type of Asset/Event Culvert

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 238566

Northing 899590

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description *SW
*12/05/2025
*Walkover survey, satellite imagery
*A culvert aligned north/south and constructed from concrete slabs measuring c0.4m wide and 
of indeterminate length due to vegetation cover, is visible extending under the track (Asset 
49), measures in total c3m wide. A stream course, likely augmented and so associated with the 
peat grips (Asset 53) in the area, extends below it, aligned north/south.

Date and/or Period Modern

Asset/Event Number 53

Asset/Event Name Pit grips, Amat

Type of Asset/Event Drain

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 238876

Northing 899146

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description *SW
*12/05/2025
*Walkover survey, satellite imagery
*Numerous earth-cut drains (peat grips), generally under moss and grass, are visible extending 
downhill from the southeast to the northwest. These are variable in width and depth, ranging 
from c.0.4m to over 1m wide, and c.0.2 to 0.6m deep. None appear to have been recently 
created and are fairly irregular in form, so may have been hand-excavated and potentially post-

Date and/or Period Post-medieval; Modern
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medieval in date. Large tree stumps are visible in some portions, relatively close to the surface. 
While these are likely post-medieval in date considering their proximity to the surface, older 
provenance cannot be discounted.

Asset/Event Number 54

Asset/Event Name Field boundary, Amat

Type of Asset/Event Field boundary

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 238759

Northing 898987

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description *SW
*12/05/2025
*Walkover survey, historic mapping
*A linear field boundary comprising very degraded tumbled stone spread up to 3m wide and 
0.3m tall extends in a northeast/southwest alignment across the site, surmounded by a 
degraded post and wire fence. The field boundary is not depicted on 19th century OS maps, 
first shown instead on the 1967 OS map.

References
OS. 1967. NH39NE - A, Surveyed / Revised: 1964 to 1965, Published: 1967

Date and/or Period Modern

Asset/Event Number 55

Asset/Event Name Track, Amat

Type of Asset/Event Track

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 239076

Northing 898801

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description *SW
*12/05/2025
*Walkover survey, historic mapping, LiDAR analysis, satellite imagery
*A track is depicted on the 1879 OS map leading south the farmstead at Amat, to the east of 
the Site, taking a direct south/north aligned route to Strath Cuileannach over the lower slopes 
of the hills Cnoc nan Caorach and Carn na Bo Maoile, as opposed to the track (Asset 49) that 
leads along the lower flatter ground along Glen Einig to the southwest before meeting Strath 

Date and/or Period Post-medieval
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Cuileannach. This track (Asset 55) is poorly preserved, visible predominantly as a change in 
vegetation colour - grassier and greener than its immediate surrounds, and only visible in some 
portions. It is barely visible on LiDAR imagery.
*This track offers another route from Amat (and Strath Oykel/Glen Oykel) to Strath 
Cuilleanach, but across steeper and likely more difficult to traverse terrain than the more 
accommodating and better-preserved track (Asset 49). While its specific funtion is uncertain, 
the lack of structure to the track suggests it may been in more intermittent use, or solely for 
use by pedestrians and not as a droving route or vehicle route (wagons etc), and other 
potential functions such as use as a coffin road or a route to summer shielings should not be 
discounted.

References
OS. 1879. Sutherland, Sheet C. Survey date: 1873,  Publication date: 1879

Asset/Event Number 56

Asset/Event Name Enclosures, Cnoc na h-Atha

Type of Asset/Event Enclosures

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 238823

Northing 900302

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description *SW
*12/05/2025
*Walkover survey, historic mapping, LiDAR analysis, satellite imagery
*The 1879 OS map depicts a series of three irreguraly shaped enclosures, possibly gardens, 
situated on the south side of a track at Cnoc na h-Àtha (Hill of the Kiln). The area is now under 
dense vegetation and woodland, and no trace of upstanding remains could be discerned, but 
these may be concealed below the vegetation. 

References
OS. 1879. Sutherland, Sheet C. Survey date: 1873,  Publication date: 1879

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 57

Asset/Event Name Enclosure, Amat

Type of Asset/Event Enclosure

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 238878

Northing 900345

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Date and/or Period Post-medieval
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Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description *SW
*12/05/2025
*Walkover survey, historic mapping, LiDAR analysis, satellite imagery
*The 1879 OS map depicts an isolated cirular enclosure, situated on the south side of a track at 
Cnoc na h-Àtha (Hill of the Kiln). The area is now under dense vegetation and woodland, and 
no trace of upstanding remains could be discerned, but these may be concealed below the 
vegetation. 

References
OS. 1879. Sutherland, Sheet C. Survey date: 1873,  Publication date: 1879

Asset/Event Number 58

Asset/Event Name Field boundary, Cnoc na h-Atha

Type of Asset/Event Field boundary

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 238963

Northing 900453

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description *SW
*12/05/2025
*Walkover survey, historic mapping, LiDAR analysis, satellite imagery
*The 1879 OS map depicts a linear field boundary extending broadly parallel with the road and 
running to the south and east of the enclosures (Assets 56 and 57) associated with  Cnoc na h-
Atha. The area is now under dense vegetation and no trace of upstanding remains could be 
discerned, but these may be concealed below the vegetation. 

References
OS. 1879. Sutherland, Sheet C. Survey date: 1873,  Publication date: 1879

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 59

Asset/Event Name Bridge, Amat

Type of Asset/Event Bridge

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 238587

Northing 900183

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Date and/or Period Post-medieval; Modern
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Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description *SW
*12/05/2025
*Walkover survey, historic mapping, satellite imagery
*A road bridge measuring c3m wide extends over the River Einig, the bridge is level with the 
dirt road and comprises a flat concrete roadway, two stone piers and wood-and-wire parapets. 
A bridge is depicted here on the 1st edition 1879 OS map, and while the piers may date from 
this period the roadway (or at least that which is visible) and the parapets are likely modern.

References
OS. 1879. Sutherland, Sheet C. Survey date: 1873,  Publication date: 1879

Asset/Event Number 60

Asset/Event Name Doune

Type of Asset/Event Enclosure (Period Unassigned)

Listing No./NRHE Number NC40SW 16

HER Number MHG7407

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 244840

Northing 900760

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description https://canmore.org.uk/site/4872/
The unnamed enclosure shown on OS 6-inch map, 1969, some 200m E of Doune mill is an early 
modern stock enclosure. It measures 19.5m by 18.0m with a tumbled turf-covered wall now 
1.0m maximum internal height, and spread to 2.0m wide.
Visited by OS (NKB) 1 November 1976.

References
Mackay, J. (1897a) 'Sutherland place names: parish of Lairg and Creich', Trans Gaelic Soc 
Inverness, vol. 20, 1894-6. Page(s): 125

Date and/or Period Modern

Asset/Event Number 61

Asset/Event Name Doune

Type of Asset/Event Enclosure (Period Unassigned)(Possible)

Listing No./NRHE Number NC40SW 4

HER Number MHG7409

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 244900

Northing 900500

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Date and/or Period Unknown
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Council Highland

Description https://canmore.org.uk/site/4875/
NC 449005 Double concentric walls on a mound. They are circular, approximately 40ft across 
and mainly of rubble.
T C Welsh 1968.

No artificial features resembling those described were encountered during field investigation.
Visited by OS (J B) 21 September 1976.

References
Welsh, T C. (1968c) 'Strath Oykell, by Lairg, vitrified fort', Discovery Excav Scot, 1968. Page(s): 
45

Asset/Event Number 62

Asset/Event Name Oykell Hotel

Type of Asset/Event Slag

Listing No./NRHE Number NC30SE 1

HER Number MHG7385

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 238400

Northing 900900

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description https://canmore.org.uk/site/4745/
NC30SE 1 384 009.

Quantities of iron slag have been observed scattered about the Oykell Hotel (NC 384 009) with 
some of the larger pieces built into a dyke.
D W Kemp 1887.

No additional information obtained at Oykell Hotel. No pieces of iron slag were seen in 
adjacent dykes.
Visited by OS (E G C) 9 April 1963.

References
Kemp, D W. (1887) Notes on early iron-smelting in Sutherland. Edinburgh. Page(s): 20 RCAHMS 
Shelf Number: D.6.51.KEM

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 63

Asset/Event Name Inveroykel

Type of Asset/Event No Class (Event)

Listing No./NRHE Number NH49NE 4

HER Number

Status Event

Easting 245000

Date and/or Period None
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Easting 245000

Northing 898000

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description https://canmore.org.uk/site/76524/
NH49NE 4 45 98.
An archaeological survey was undertaken in advance of an extension SW of Inveroykel Wood. 
No sites of archaeological interest were known, and none were recorded during the survey. 
The peat cover of 0.15m to 2m may mask all traces of prehistoric land use.
A copy of the survey has been lodged with NMRS.

References
Harden and Wordsworth, J and J. (1990a) 'Survey Inveroykel (Kincardine parish)', Discovery 
Excav Scot, 1990. Page(s): 28

Asset/Event Number 64

Asset/Event Name Oykell Bridge Hotel

Type of Asset/Event Rune Inscribed Stone (Norse)

Listing No./NRHE Number NC30SE 4

HER Number MHG7085

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 238400

Northing 900900

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description *SW
*12/05/2025
*Observation
*A standing stone is visible in the grounds of Oykel Hotel, c5-8m north of the A837. Mackenzie, 
writing in 1927, provides an account of the stone and the alleged 'Norse runes', stating that 
local sources testified to the stone having been erected in the hotel grounds in the 19th 
century, and that the runic inscriptions had been added at a later date, and were thus a forgery.

References
Mackenzie, W. M. (1927). Some Stray Inscriptions - (1) Runes on Standing Stone at Oykell 
Bridge; (2) on Bracket at Gleneagles; (3) on the Kindrochit Brooch; (4) the Atholl Motto; (5) 
Two Carved Stones of the Urquharts of Cromarty. Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of 
Scotland, 61, 173–191. https://doi.org/10.9750/PSAS.061.173.191

https://canmore.org.uk/site/74457/
There is no description on the Canmore site.

Https://her.highland.gov.uk/Monument/MHG7085
There is no description on the HER.

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 65

 



 

Gazetteer of Heritage Assets and Events

Asset/Event Number 65

Asset/Event Name Oykel Bridge

Type of Asset/Event Enclosure (Period Unassigned)

Listing No./NRHE Number NC30SE 5

HER Number MHG18835

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 238600

Northing 900900

Parish Creich (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description https://canmore.org.uk/site/89617/
RCAHMS First Edition Survey Project
An enclosure on the bank of the River Oykel is depicted on the 1st edition of the OS 6-inch map 
(Sutherland 1879, sheet c), but it is not shown on the current edition of the OS 1:10,000 map 
(1990).
Information from RCAHMS (SAH) 22 September 1995

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 66

Asset/Event Name Linne A Ghiubhais

Type of Asset/Event Enclosure(s) (Period Unassigned)

Listing No./NRHE Number NC30SE 9

HER Number MHG18790

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 238000

Northing 900000

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description https://canmore.org.uk/site/89623/
RCAHMS First Edition Survey Project
Two enclosures are depicted on the 1st edition of the OS 6-inch map (Ross-shire 1881, sheet x), 
but it is not shown on the current edition of the OS 1:10,000 map (1990).
Information from RCAHMS (AKK) 28 September 1995.

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 67

Asset/Event Name Tighachumhainn

Type of Asset/Event Farmstead (Period Unassigned)(Possible)

Listing No./NRHE Number NC40SE 16

HER Number MHG18696

Status Non-Designated Asset

Date and/or Period Post-medieval
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Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 245111

Northing 901447

Parish Creich (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description https://canmore.org.uk/site/89646/
Field Visit (1 March 2011 - 3 March 2011)

Duchally and Rosehall Balnagown Estate, Creich, Sutherland Proposed New Native Woodland 
Planting Archaeological Survey
This farmstead is shown on the 1st edition OS map as one large and one small building, and on 
more modern mapping as one building. The remains are confused and suggest that any 
buildings here were deliberately demolished and robbed of building stone, leaving only a level 
platform and random rubble. It is this farmstead which gave its name to Dail Tigh a’Chumhainn 
(G. The meadows of the house at the narrows), the low-lying fields between the road and the 
river, shown as cultivated on Roy’s military survey.
Information from Catherine Dagg (Highland Archaeological Services) 1 April 2011. OASIS ID: 
highland4-101460, no.5.9

RCAHMS First Edition Survey Project

What may be a farmstead comprising one roofed and one unroofed building is depicted on the 
1st edition of the OS 6-inch map (Sutherland 1879, sheet ci). One unroofed building of two 
compartments is shown on the current edition of the OS 1:10,000 map (1990).
Information from RCAHMS (SAH) 22 September 1995

Asset/Event Number 68

Asset/Event Name Oape

Type of Asset/Event Township (Period Unassigned)

Listing No./NRHE Number NC40SE 17

HER Number MHG18314

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 245100

Northing 900800

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description https://canmore.org.uk/site/89653/

RCAHMS First Edition Survey Project
A township comprising thirteen roofed, three partially roofed and two unroofed buildings, and 
some areas of cultivation is depicted on the 1st edition of the OS 6-inch map (Ross-shire 1881, 
sheet xi). Five roofed and four unroofed buildings are shown on the current edition of the OS 
1:10,000 map (1990).

Information from RCAHMS (SAH) 27 September 1995

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 69
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Asset/Event Number 69

Asset/Event Name Inveroykel Lodge

Type of Asset/Event Hotel (Period Unassigned)

Listing No./NRHE Number NC30SE 1

HER Number MHG19925

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 246470

Northing 900880

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description *SW
*12/05/2025
*Observation, historic mapping
*A building is depicted here on the 1st edition OS map, labelled ' Inveroykell', surrounded by 
forestry and with associated kennels and other buildings to the east.

References
OS. 1879. Sutherland, Sheet C. Survey date: 1873,  Publication date: 1879

https://canmore.org.uk/site/97522/
No description on Canmore.

References
Finlayson Hughes. (1996) Inveroykel Estate, Rosehall, by Lairg, Sutherland: [sale particulars]. 
Perth. RCAHMS Shelf Number: D.6.53.INV.P

https://her.highland.gov.uk/Monument/MHG19925
No description on the HER.

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 70

Asset/Event Name Oykel New Bridge

Type of Asset/Event Road Bridge (Period Unassigned)

Listing No./NRHE Number NC30SE 13

HER Number MHG36061

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 238590

Northing 900890

Parish Creich (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description https://canmore.org.uk/site/161850/
This bridge also lies in Kincardine (Sutherland) parish.
Information from RCAHMS (RC) 4 May 2000.

Date and/or Period Modern
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Asset/Event Number 71

Asset/Event Name Oykel Bridge

Type of Asset/Event Milestone (20th Century)

Listing No./NRHE Number NC30SE 14

HER Number

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 239431

Northing 900914

Parish Creich (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description https://canmore.org.uk/site/354369/
Field Visit (27 October 2009)
This concrete milestone stands 0.55m high on the N verge of the A873 public road 840m E of 
Oykel Bridge. Of roughly triangular form, it comprises a flat rear face (0.4m broad) and two 
converging faces that front the road; the top of the stone drops at an angle towards the road. 
Both the front faces and possibly also the sloping top face would have originally borne 
information painted in black on a white background, but there is now no trace of this. The 
milestone is not depicted on the 2nd edition of the OS 6-inch map (Sutherland 1908, Sheet CI) 
and must therefore be of 20th century date.
Visited by RCAHMS (JRS) 27 October 2009.

Date and/or Period Modern

Asset/Event Number 72

Asset/Event Name Oykel Bridge

Type of Asset/Event Milestone (20th Century)

Listing No./NRHE Number NC30SE 15

HER Number

Status Non-Designated Asset

Easting 237905

Northing 901064

Parish Kincardine (Sutherland)

Council Highland

Description https://canmore.org.uk/site/354370/
Field Visit (27 October 2009)
This concrete milestone stands 0.47m high on the N verge of the A873 public road 700m W of 
Oykel Bridge. Of roughly triangular form, it comprises a flat rear face (0.39m broad) and two 
converging faces that front the road; the top of the stone drops at an angle towards the road. 
Both the front faces and possibly also the sloping top face would have originally borne 
information painted in black on a white background, but there is now no trace of this. The 
milestone is not depicted on the 2nd edition of the OS 6-inch map (Ross and Cromarty 1905, 
Sheet X) and must therefore be of 20th century date.
Visited by RCAHMS (JRS) 27 October 2009.

Date and/or Period Modern

 


