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Overview 

 Loch Liath Wind Farm Ltd ('the Applicant') and The Kane 

Partnership Ltd have prepared this Pre-Application 

Consultation (PAC) Report for the proposed Loch Liath Wind 

Farm (hereafter referred to as the ‘Proposed Development').  

 The Applicant is applying to the Scottish Ministers for 

Section 36 (S36) consent under the terms of the Electricity Act 

1989 and for deemed planning permission under Section 57 

(2) of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 for 

permission to construct and operate the Proposed 

Development.  

 The application is supported by this PAC Report which 

details the consultation undertaken by the Applicant, the 

feedback received and any resultant modifications to the 

Proposed Development. While not a requirement of a S36 

application, the Applicant recognises that it is important to 

ensure that residents and communities surrounding the 

Proposed Development are afforded appropriate and 

meaningful opportunities to comment on the proposals before 

they are finalised in accordance with good practice guidance. 

A timeline of all consultation undertaken is provided in 

Appendix A. 

The Proposed Development 

 The Site (as shown by the red line boundary in Figure 

4.1 of the EIA Report) is located approximately 4km south-

west of Drumnadrochit. The Site is predominantly located 

within the Balmacaan Estate, directly west of the Great Glen 

and Loch Ness, within the Highland Council (THC) 

administrative area. 

 The Proposed Development is described in detail in 

Chapter 4: Project Description of the Environmental Impact 

Assessment (EIA) Report. In summary, it will comprise:  

◼ Up to 13 wind turbines (three (Turbines 1, 6 and 7) will 

have tip heights of up to 180m and ten (Turbines 2, 3, 4, 

5, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13) will have a tip height of up to 

200m);  

◼ Foundations supporting each wind turbine; 

◼ Crane hardstandings and adjacent laydown areas at 

each turbine location; 

◼ Approximately 9.3 km of new access tracks which 

includes 8.2 km standard track and 1.1 km of floating 

track; 

◼ Nine new watercourse crossings, seven crossings over 

small drains and associated infrastructure, i.e. culverts; 

◼ Network of onsite underground electrical cables and 

cable trenches to connect the turbines to the onsite 

substation; 

◼ One permanent steel lattice anemometer mast of up to 

122.5m in height; 

◼ Vehicle turning heads; 

◼ Onsite passing places (location and size to be 

determined by the turbine supplier); 

◼ Site signage; 

◼ A permanent compound containing the onsite substation 

and control building; and 

◼ An Outline Restoration and Enhancement Plan (OREP) 

for peat, biodiversity, forestry and landscape.  

 In addition to the above components of the operational 

Proposed Development, construction of the Proposed 

Development will also require the following components: 

◼ One temporary compound; 

◼ Creation of one temporary borrow pit for the extraction of 

stone;  

◼ A concrete batching area (location to be confirmed 

however this is likely to be in the borrow pit, construction 

compound or such a place as identified by the 

Contractor and agreed in the CEMP); and 

◼ Whilst no widening of the existing Bhlaraidh Wind Farm 

access from the A887 is required, it may be necessary to 

improve the running surface prior to use and to scrape of 

the top layer of material to facilitate delivery of the 

turbine components. 

 The Proposed Development is described in detail in 

Chapter 3: Site Selection and Design Strategy, and 

Chapter 4: Project Description of the EIA Report. 

 

-  
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About the Applicant 

 The Applicant is a wholly owned subsidiary of Statkraft 

UK Ltd (hereafter referred to as ‘Statkraft’). 

 Statkraft is a leading company in hydropower 

internationally, and Europe’s largest generator of renewable 

energy. The Group produces hydropower, wind power, solar 

power, and supplies district heating and is a global company 

in energy market operations. Statkraft has 5,300 employees in 

21 countries. 

 Statkraft is at the heart of the UK’s energy transition. 

Since 2006, Statkraft has gone from strength to strength in the 

UK, building experience across wind, solar, hydro, storage, 

grid stability, EV charging, green hydrogen and a thriving 

markets business. Statkraft has invested over £1.3 billion in 

the UK’s renewable energy infrastructure and facilitated over 

4GW of new-build renewable energy generation through 

Power Purchase Agreements (PPAs). 

 Statkraft employs nearly 450 staff across its’ business 

activities in England, Scotland and Wales and plays a key role 

in helping the global business reach its goal of 9GW of 

developed wind and solar power by 2025.  

 Across Scotland, Statkraft owns or operates five onshore 

wind farms and has a further three wind farms consented. 

Statkraft is also at the forefront of innovative Greener Grid 

Parks, with operational projects in Keith and Liverpool, which 

facilitate more green energy onto the grid and offer grid 

stability services.  

 Over the past decade, Statkraft has invested over £200 

million in renewable energy infrastructure in Scotland. Over £4 

million has been distributed to communities near their wind 

farms through local Community Benefit Funds. 

 As part of the development process the Applicant has 

sought to proactively engage with the local community. The 

Applicant is committed to being a good neighbour, and as 

such has implemented a wide-ranging programme of 

engagement with additional actions on tourism, access for 

visitors, and superfast broadband. The objective of the two-

year programme has been to create clear opportunities for the 

local community to provide feedback and comment on the 

proposal prior to submission of the application and to ensure 

that this is communicated widely and in an accessible manner.  

 It is estimated that the number of households that could 

be powered by the Proposed Development is over 78,000 per 

year, based on use of 6.6MW turbines with a total installed 

capacity of 85.8MW. This is based on the wind resource 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

1 BEIS, Subnational Electricity and Gas Consumption Statistics 
Regional and Local Authority, Great Britain, 2020 (London: Office for 
National Statistics) 

assessment for the Site and the average Scottish domestic 

consumption of 3,520 kWh per annum1.  

 As well as contributions to the generation of low carbon 

electricity and the resulting offsetting of carbon emissions, the 

Proposed Development also provides the opportunity for local 

communities to benefit financially from its operation through 

regular annual payments of £33,000 per turbine per year from 

a Community Benefit Fund (based on 6.6MW turbines and 

£5,000 per MW as recommended by the Scottish 

Government).  

 Statkraft will require reliable broadband to operate the 

Proposed Development. A broadband feasibility study has 

been undertaken which suggested that communities near the 

Proposed Development could benefit from super-fast fibre or 

microwave broadband. As such, there is the opportunity for 

the provision of improved internet connection for commercial 

and residential properties, partially or fully funded by the 

Community Benefit Fund associated with the Proposed 

Development.  

 Statkraft recognises the opportunities and benefits that 

arise from community ownership in energy projects. The 

Applicant is committed to working with communities around 

the Proposed Development to create suitable community 

ownership schemes if there is interest in taking such a 

scheme forward.  

 Further details on economic benefits are provided in 

Chapter 13: Land Use, Socio-Economic and Tourism of 

the EIA Report. 

Report Structure 

 This report comprises the following sections:  

◼ Section 1: Introduction; 

◼ Section 2: Statutory Consultation Requirements; 

◼ Section 3: Consultation Measures - Describes the 

various types of consultation undertaken for the 

Proposed Development; 

◼ Section 4: Engagement at Scoping Stage; 

◼ Section 5: Exhibition 1 – Virtual Exhibition - Describes 

the consultation process undertaken for the Online 

Exhibition in May and June 2021, the Engagement 

carried out afterwards and the response to the 

Engagement; 

◼ Section 6: Exhibition 2 – – In-Person and Online - 

Describes the consultation process undertaken for the 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/u
ploads/attachment_data/file/1079141/subnational_electricity_and_gas
_consumption_summary_report_2020.pdf 
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Exhibition in August and September 2022, the 

Engagement carried out afterwards and the response to 

the Engagement; and 

◼ Section 7: Summary - Describes how the consultation 

process has influenced the design of the Proposed 

Development. 
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Public Consultation Guidance and 
Legislation 

 Permission for the Proposed Development is being 

sought under Section 36 of the Electricity Act which does not 

carry a statutory requirement for a PAC report.  

 However, as noted above, the Applicant recognises the 

benefits of carrying out early consultation during the planning 

process and regards producing a PAC report as best practice. 

The Scottish Government's Planning Advice Note (PAN) 

3/2010 – Community Engagement, has been used as a 

framework and guide for carrying out the PAC engagement 

activity for the Proposed Development and provided guidance 

on how the earlier phase of consultation was carried out. This 

was added to by the publication of the Scottish Government 

Energy Consents Unit (ECU) best practice Guidance for 

Applications under Section 36 and 37 of the Electricity Act 

1989 issued in February 2022 and updated in July 20222. This 

updated guidance was incorporated into the undertaking of 

consultation during 2022. 

 Consultation activities throughout 2021 and early 2022 

for the Proposed Development were carried out during Covid-

19 restrictions. In response to the Covid-19 pandemic, the 

Scottish Government provided development planning and 

engagement regulations through The Electricity Works 

(Miscellaneous Temporary Modifications) (Coronavirus) 

(Scotland) Regulations 2020', which remained in force until 30 

September 2022.  

 The Scottish Government also issued ‘Coronavirus 

(COVID-19): planning guidance on pre-application 

consultations for public events’3 which stated that engagement 

should focus on digital means and the consultation 

engagement should involve information in a user-friendly 

format on a free, publicly accessible website. In addition, 

engagement should be enhanced by non-digital 

communication. Recommended channels included placing 

articles in newspapers circulated locally, expanding contact 

with Community Councils, or posting letters to households. It 

was also to be made clear if there were mechanisms for 

people to obtain copies of the engagement materials offline, 

as well as the ability for them to submit comments by post.  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

2 https://www.gov.scot/publications/good-practice-guidance-
applications-under-sections-36-37-electricity-act-1989/ 

 Following the ending of restrictions on public events in 

early 2022, it was possible to hold physical exhibition events. 

The Applicant hosted three local events in August and 

September 2022, run in parallel with an online presence. 

 Engagement activities for the Proposed Development 

have concentrated on Community Councils hosting, or 

bordering, the Site as well as communities where there may 

be visibility of the Proposed Development. Mapping of these 

areas accounted for the scale of Loch Ness, ensuring that 

relevant communities on both sides of the Loch were 

contacted. All properties and business within the ‘Consultation 

Zone’ (as described below) were mailed to seek residents' 

views on the Proposed Development. 

 During the pre-application stage of the Proposed 

Development, the Applicant’s aim has been to provide the 

local community and those with an interest in the proposal 

with a clear opportunity to comment and provide feedback 

prior to submitting the S36 application. This PAC report sets 

out the background and details of the pre-application 

engagement and public exhibition activity carried out by the 

Applicant in the preparation of the Section 36 application, and 

how the feedback received has resulted in modifications to the 

Proposed Development. 

 

3 https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-planning-
guidance-on-pre-application-consultations-for-public-events/#history 

-  
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Consultation Measures 

 As noted above, the Scottish Government’s Planning 

Advice Note (PAN) 3/2010 – Community Engagement, which 

provides guidelines for PAC, has been used as a framework 

for the engagement activity for this Proposed Development. 

Following the publication of the updated best practise 

guidance in February 2022 and July 2022, this guidance was 

also incorporated. The guidelines have provided a useful 

framework to help plan, monitor and evaluate community 

engagement in relation to the Proposed Development.  

-  
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Table 1: An Overview of Community Engagement – Consultation Stages 

Standard PAN 3/2010 Standard Activities Undertaken 

1 Involvement: Identify and 

involve the people and 

organisations who have an 

interest in the focus of the 

engagement 

◼ The host and neighbouring Community Councils, local community 

organisations and local elected officials for the Proposed Development 

were identified and contacted with information about the Proposed 

Development at the time of Scoping, when the project was first entered the 

public domain. 

◼ Stakeholders in the local area were offered the opportunity to meet with 

the project team virtually or, when possible, in-person. 

◼ A dedicated website with contact details was launched on 12 January 

2021. 

◼ Virtual Exhibitions were held 21 May – 14 June 2021, and 16 August– 6 

September 2022. 

◼ With Covid-19 restrictions eased, the second exhibition period included 

Physical Exhibitions held 30 August (Cannich), 31 August (Drumnadrochit) 

and 1 September (Invermoriston). 

◼ Invites and feedback forms were sent to 1,973 (first mailing) and 1,993 

(second mailing) residents and businesses surrounding the Proposed 

Development at the start of the respective exhibition periods. The 

additional addresses can be accounted for within typical housing market 

activity. 

2 Support: Identify and 

overcome any barriers to 

involvement 

◼ Respondents could communicate with the Proposed Development team 

via the project website, email, letter, telephone, or in-person. 

◼ Accessible Online Exhibitions in 2021 and 2022, and Physical Public 

Exhibitions in three accessible locations in 2022 (Appendix W). 

◼ The exhibitions were advertised in the Press & Journal (Appendices L and 

U). Adverts were provided to Community Councils, Councillors and other 

key stakeholders (Appendices J, K, S and T). 

◼ Invitations were sent to nearly 2,000 households and businesses 

surrounding the Proposed Development, during both exhibition periods. 

The invitations included information on the forthcoming consultation and 

how to get involved, details on the Proposed Development and a freepost 

feedback reply card. (Appendices I and R). 

◼ The Applicant commissioned additional research for Chapter 13 of the EIA 

Report, including a survey of local businesses, providing additional 

opportunity for businesses to participate and make their views known. 

3 Planning: Gather evidence 

of need and resources to 

agree purpose, scope and 

actions 

◼ The commitment to undertaking meaningful consultation with the local 

community was set out: 

– In the Scoping Report (Section 2.3), adhering to Planning Advice Note 

(PAN) 3/2010; and,  
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Standard PAN 3/2010 Standard Activities Undertaken 

– When contact was made with Community Councils and further 

stakeholders outlining proposed approach and requesting feedback to 

ensure reach as many people as possible. 

4 Methods: Agree and use 

methods of engagement 

that are fit for purpose 

◼ Information presented on the Proposed Development website, accessible 

to interested parties. 

◼ Commitment to engagement outlined in communications, issued to 

Community Councils, including commitment to attend Community Council 

meetings. 

◼ Two Exhibitions, providing residents and interested groups an opportunity 

to meet and interact with the Proposed Development team, allowing 

discussion and feedback. In line with prevailing Covid-19 advice, the first 

exhibition was online and the second exhibition online and in-person. 

◼ Following Covid-19 restrictions easing, a physical exhibition was held 

across three locations in the local area during the second exhibition 

period. 

◼ Online Chat sessions were held during both exhibition periods. 

5 Working Together: Agree 

and use clear procedures 

that enable participants to 

work together effectively 

and efficiently 

◼ The PAC process enabled the Applicant to listen and take on board 

comments from interested parties and use responses to influence design. 

◼ Encouraged use of virtual meetings, feedback forms and contact details 

provided at public exhibitions to receive input. 

◼ Project contact information was provided on all public documentation and 

included a dedicated website. 

◼ Held physical exhibitions for the second period of exhibitions. 

◼ Offered to meet with Community Councils in-person and online., 

◼ Sought active engagement and involvement from the community to 

suggest potential uses for Community Benefit Funds. 

6 Sharing Information: Ensure 

necessary information is 

communicated between the 

participants 

◼ Interaction at Online and Physical Exhibition and follow up with any 

questions and provided further information. 

◼ Exhibition Brochure, Zone of Theoretical Visibility and viewpoints made 

available online. 

◼ The use of interactive software at Physical Exhibitions to demonstrate 

possible visibility of the Proposed Development from any location. 

◼ Provide Consultation Report for Community Councils, key community 

groups and the public following feedback from community engagement 

events. 

◼ Offering to attend Community Council meetings and to keep key 

stakeholder groups informed following submission of the application. 
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Standard PAN 3/2010 Standard Activities Undertaken 

7 Working with Others: Work 

effectively with others with 

an interest 

◼ Interaction and comment from residents and Community Councils. 

◼ Feedback provided at the consultation sessions has been considered as 

the project has been developed, particularly in relation to visibility and on 

the desire for an access route from the south via existing wind farm 

infrastructure. 

8 Improvement: Develop the 

skills, knowledge and 

confidence of the 

participants 

◼ Experienced team members (including the Project Manager and the EIA 

team)attended the public consultation events to provide information 

requested by visitors. 

◼ Provided visitors at the exhibitions the opportunity to view a representation 

of the Proposed Development from different viewpoint locations. 

9 Feedback: Feedback 

results to the wider 

community and agencies 

affected 

◼ A summary of exhibitions provided to stakeholders such as Community 

Councils and local politicians via email update. 

◼ Responses direct to every feedback form received during the public 

consultations (if GDPR allowed). 

◼ Dialogue with individuals with specific queries, posed before or during the 

consultation process, with responses to queries followed up. 

◼ Provided a ‘Frequently Asked Questions’ one page document of the key 

questions asked during each consultation period. Provided Consultation 

Reports for Community Councils and the public (published on website) 

following feedback from each exhibition and consultation period. 

◼ Consultation Reports sent to stakeholders are also published on the 

project specific website. 

10 Monitoring and Evaluation: 

Monitor and evaluate 

whether engagement 

achieves its purpose and 

meets the national 

standards for community 

engagement 

◼ Followed best practice as set out in PAC Report. 

 

 

Table 2: Requirements under best practice Guidance for Applications under Section 36 and 37 of the Electricity Act 

1989 

Activity Minimum Expectation Activities Undertaken 

Pre-application 

consultation 

events 

The applicant is expected to hold at least two 

public consultation events prior to submitting 

the application. The final public event should 

be held at least 14 days after the first public 

event. 

◼ Events were held in May 2021 and August 2022, 

although the first of these was held as an online 

only event in compliance with The Electricity Works 

(Miscellaneous Temporary Modifications) 
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Activity Minimum Expectation Activities Undertaken 

The public events are to give members of the 

public the opportunity to make comments to 

the applicant as regards the proposed 

development. 

At the final public event, the applicant should 

provide feedback to members of the public in 

respect of comments received by the 

applicant as regards the proposed 

development. 

(Coronavirus) (Scotland) Regulations 2020' due to 

Covid-19.  

◼ Comments could be made via the project website, 

using reply cards distributed in the local area by 

mail, via email, through online chat sessions or 

using an 0800 number.  

◼ The Second Exhibition highlighted significant 

changes to the project layout as a result of public 

and stakeholder feedback.  

Notice of the 

pre-application 

consultation 

events 

At least seven days before holding a public 

event, the applicant should publish on the 

applicant's website and in a local newspaper 

circulating in the locality in which the 

proposed development is situated a notice 

containing: 

◼ Details as to where further information 

may be obtained concerning the 

proposed development; 

◼ The date and place of the public event; 

◼ A statement explaining how, and by 

when, persons wishing to make 

comments to the applicant relating to 

the proposal may do so; and 

◼ A statement that comments made to 

the applicant are not representations to 

the Scottish Ministers and if the 

applicant submits an application there 

will be an opportunity to make 

representations on that application to 

the Scottish Ministers. 

◼ Details were published online and in the Press and 

Journal ahead of the exhibitions. Additional 

notification of the exhibition was sent to 

approximately 1900 local house houses ahead of 

the first and second exhibitions.  

◼ Relevant materials are detailed in Appendices F, 

H, I, L, M, N, Q, R and U. 

Details of the 

pre-application 

consultation 

events 

The applicant should provide the following 

details at the public event and publish these 

details on the applicant's website: 

◼ A description of the development to be 

carried out; 

◼ A plan showing the outline of the site at 

which the development is to be carried 

out and sufficient to identify that site; 

and 

◼ Details as to how the applicant may be 

contacted and corresponded with. 

◼ Records of the materials provided can be found in 

Appendices H and Q. 
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Activity Minimum Expectation Activities Undertaken 

Content of 

public event 

and pre-

application 

consultation 

report 

The applicant is expected to prepare a pre-

application consultation report ("PAC 

Report") setting out what has been done to 

accord with the guidance set out above. The 

PAC Report should be submitted with the 

application. 

The PAC Report should contain the following 

information: 

◼ The dates on which and places where 

public events were held; 

◼ A description of any additional steps 

taken by the applicant to consult with 

members of the public regarding the 

development; 

◼ A list of bodies, groups and 

organisations who were consulted by 

the applicant and a description of how 

they were consulted; 

◼ A description of any materials sent to 

consultees and materials provided to 

those attending public events; 

◼ Copies of any visual presentation 

shown or displayed at a public event, 

and photographs of any display boards 

or models at public events; 

◼ Confirmation as to whether consultees 

and attendees at public events were 

informed that pre-application 

consultation does not remove the right 

or the potential need to comment on 

the final application once it is made to 

the Scottish Ministers; 

◼ A summary of the written responses to 

consultations and views raised at public 

events, including an indication of the 

number of written responses received 

and the number of persons who 

attended the public events; 

◼ An explanation of how the applicant 

took account of views raised during the 

pre-application consultation process; 

and 

◼ An explanation of how members of the 

public were given feedback on the 

applicant's consideration of the views 

◼ All specified details and evidence is present in the 

PAC Report and Appendices, broken down by the 

first and second exhibition. 
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Activity Minimum Expectation Activities Undertaken 

raised during the pre-application 

consultation process. 
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Scoping 

 A Scoping Report for the Proposed Development was 

submitted to the ECU on 4 December 2020. A Scoping 

Opinion was requested under the terms of regulation 12 of the 

Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) 

(Scotland) Regulation 2017, as amended ('the EIA 

regulations'). 

 The Scoping Report went live on the ECU website on 7 

December 2020 with Statutory and Non-Statutory consultees 

consulted as part of the formal scoping process. 

 This section of the PAC Report outlines the engagement 

with Community Councils and other community stakeholders 

following Scoping. Summaries of the statutory consultees' 

responses are provided in Chapter 2: Approach to the EIA 

of the EIA Report and in respective chapters. 

Consultation Zone 

 Prior to the submission of the Scoping Report, the 

Applicant agreed a geographical ‘Consultation Zone’. This 

took into account a number of factors including the local 

communities, Community Council areas, the topography of the 

Loch Ness and the Great Glen, possible transport routes and 

the zone of theoretical visibility (ZTV).  

 Following consultation with THC’s Planning Officer, the 

Consultation Zone was extended to include all properties 

within a 10km radius of the turbines (based on the 26-turbine 

layout at the time) where these areas were not already 

covered.  

 This provided the project with a Consultation Zone 

boundary containing approximately 2,000 household and 

business addresses, in which the correct Community Councils 

and elected representatives could be identified. The 

Consultation Zone can be found in Appendix B.  

Community Councils and Organisations 

 The communities surrounding the Site host active 

Community Councils, as well as organisations involved in 

development of their local areas. Care was taken to engage 

with these organisations early in the process and to remain 

engaged with them throughout the planning process.  

 The following Community Councils were identified as 

stakeholders in relation to the Proposed Development during 

Scoping: 

◼ Glen Urquhart Community Council (Host); 

◼ Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council 

(Host); 

◼ Strathglass Community Council;  

◼ Kiltarlity Community Council; 

◼ Dores and Essich Community Council; and 

◼ Stratherrick and Foyers Community Council. 

 The Applicant wrote to these Community Councils on 12 

January 2021, with an introduction to the project and a 

presentation providing maps and background on the proposals 

(Appendix C).  

 Of these Community Councils, one, Stratherrick and 

Foyers Community Council, requested a meeting to discuss 

Development prior to the first exhibition. This took place on 29 

June 2021 as a virtual meeting via Microsoft Teams.  

 Strathglass Community Council signposted the Applicant 

to Soirbheas, a local charity which works to develop the 

communities of Glen Urquhart and Strathglass, as the contact 

point for discussions regarding the Community Benefit Fund. 

An initial meeting with Soirbheas was held on 4 March 2021. 

Subsequent to this meeting, the Applicant has met with 

Soirbheas regularly to provide project updates, discuss 

community benefit schemes and keep abreast of the 

organisation’s activities in the local area. Dates of 

correspondence and meetings can be found in Appendix A. 

The Applicant has continued to engage with Strathglass 

Community Council, including providing information on the 

Community Benefit Fund as appropriate.  

 In addition to the above organisations, the Applicant 

engaged with other community organisations in-person or 

online throughout the development process. These included 

but were not limited to: 

◼ Glenurquhart Rural Community Association (GURCA); 

◼ Loch Ness Hub; 

◼ Highland Tourism; and 

◼ Glenmoriston Improvement Group. 

-  
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Elected Representatives 

 Introduction letters and a presentation were sent to 

councillors covering the Aird and Loch Ness Council Ward, 

MSPs covering the Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch and 

Inverness and Nairn constituencies and the MPs for Ross, 

Skye and Lochaber and Inverness, Nairn, Badenoch and 

Strathspey on 12 January 2021. Examples of this 

correspondence can be found in Appendix D. Further 

correspondence was sent to elected representatives with 

project updates (detailed in Appendix A). Details of both the 

first and second exhibition were shared with elected 

representatives at the time, with requests to share details with 

their constituents. 

 Introductions to the Proposed Development were sent to 

the newly elected councillors following the election of Cllr 

David Fraser in a by-election on 12 March 2021 and following 

the Council Election of 5 May 2022. This correspondence can 

be found in Appendix E. 

 In addition to elected representatives for the Host and 

Neighbouring Wards, the Applicant contacted Councillors Bill 

Lobben and Jimmy Grey in April 2021 to highlight the 

Applicant’s wider work in the Highlands after the Applicant’s 

Berry Burn Wind Farm funded the completion of a community 

project within their ward.  

Project Website 

 The Applicant’s approach has been to provide 

information and consult with local residents and community 

representatives at an early stage of the process. The hub for 

this was the project website, found at www.LochLiath.co.uk, 

which has provided a consistent source of information 

throughout development.  

 The website was set up ahead of submission of the 

Scoping Report, allowing it to go live at the same time as the 

document was published on the ECU website and sent to 

consultees. This represented an earlier website launch than 

had previously been typical for the Applicant’s projects, due to 

the Project Team being unable to meet local residents and 

community representatives in-person due to Covid-19 

restrictions. 

 The website provided easy access to all information 

relating to the Proposed Development and provided a way for 

the project team to be contacted while it was not possible for 

them to be physically present in the community due to Covid-

19 (See Appendix F for examples of website content). In 

August 2022, the Applicant migrated the project website from 

a third-party platform to an internal system based on their own 

website. No downtime was recorded during this migration. As 

the migration was a significant redesign of the website, 

examples of the new website are also to be found in 

Appendix F.  

 The content on the Proposed Development website 

included a Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) section, 

project maps, a timeline of the Proposed Development, short 

video introductions of some of the team members and project 

contact details. 

 Other project materials, such as the presentation sent to 

Community Council and Elected Representatives, were also 

made available on the website alongside independent reports 

and information relating to wind farms in general.  

Newsletter 

 On 13 May 2021, a Project Newsletter was made 

available on the website and sent to elected representatives. 

This provided more information relating to the project, 

including an introduction from the Project Manager, 

information about Statkraft UK Ltd (the parent company of the 

Applicant) and case studies on the impact of Community 

Benefit Funds at other projects. The Newsletter is provided in 

Appendix G.  

Socio-Economic Impact 

 With tourism forming a major part of the economy in the 

communities surrounding the project, and in the Highland 

region as a whole, the Applicant undertook additional research 

into potential impacts and effects of both the Proposed 

Development and the renewable energy infrastructure as a 

whole. At present, there is no guidance on how assessment of 

these factors should be undertaken as part of the EIA process. 

The Applicant has sought to ensure that the assessment is 

robust, meets best practice and reflects the views of a range 

of local business stakeholders.  

 Research included ascertaining the views of businesses 

towards renewable energy, renewable developments and the 

perceived impact and effects of renewable energy 

infrastructure on the tourism sector.  

 Key findings relevant to the consultation include: 

◼ No evidence of adverse impacts on the tourism sector; 

◼ Negligble impact on the marketing and activities carried 

out by local businesses; 

◼ Potential boosts for visitor accommodation during the 

construction phase of the development; and 

◼ That jobs equivalent to up to 55 Person Years are likely 

to be created during construction directly or indirectly.  

http://www.lochliath.co.uk/
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 This research was commissioned by MKA Economics 

Ltd and is detailed in full in Chapter 13: Socio-Economics, 

Recreation and Tourism of the EIA Report. 
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Exhibition 1 

 The aim of the first public exhibition was to introduce the 

project to the community; providing information on the 

Applicant and the design of the project at the time which 

comprised up to 26 turbines with a maximum tip height up to 

200m (hereafter referred to as the ‘Scoping Layout’). It 

provided an initial opportunity for the community to offer 

comments and feedback for consideration by the Applicant as 

the project progressed through the design process.  

 The first public exhibition took place between 21 May 

and 14 June 2021 and presented the Scoping Layout. It took 

place virtually in adherence to Scottish Government guidance 

on travelling between regions and limiting public events to 

prevent the spread of Covid-19. 

 The Virtual Exhibition was hosted on a dedicated 

webpage accessed through the main project page at 

www.LochLiath.co.uk. This included digital versions of the 

materials typically available at an equivalent in-person 

exhibition including an exhibition brochure, a site map, a 

transport options map, four visualisations of the Proposed 

Development and an online feedback form. The brochure and 

visualisations are available in Appendix H. A video 

introduction from the Project Manager was also included on 

the website.  

Exhibition Mailing to Households and 
Businesses 

 On 18 May 2021, households and businesses within the 

Consultation Zone received direct correspondence from the 

Applicant via Royal Mail inviting them to participate in the 

Virtual Exhibition. This consisted of an invitation leaflet along 

with a survey reply card and a freepost envelope sent to 1,973 

household and business addresses. Examples of the mailing 

can be found in Appendix I. 

Community Councils and Organisations 

 Invites to the exhibitions were sent to Community 

Councils and a range of organisations between 14 and 17 May 

2021. Examples of these can be found in Appendix J. These 

organisations were asked to share the invitation with local 

residents via social media or other available channels to 

increase the reach of the mailing and promotional activities.  

 The organisations contacted were:  

◼ Glen Urquhart Community Council;  

◼ Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council; 

◼ Strathglass Community Council; 

◼ Kiltarlity Community Council; 

◼ Dores and Essich Community Council; 

◼ Stratherrick and Foyers Community Council; 

◼ Soirbheas; 

◼ Loch ness Hub; and 

◼ GURCA. 

Elected Representatives 

 Elected representatives for Aird and Loch Ness Council 

Ward, Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch and Inverness and 

Nairn Scottish Parliament constituencies and the Ross, Skye 

and Lochaber and Inverness, Nairn, Badenoch and Strathspey 

Westminster Constituencies were contacted by email from 14 

May 2021 with copies of the invitation leaflet and reply card. It 

was requested this be shared with constituents via appropriate 

channels. Examples of this correspondence can be found in 

Appendix K. 

Newspapers 

 The Press & Journal carried adverts for the Virtual 

Exhibition on 21 May 2021 and 29 May 2021. These can be 

found in Appendix L.  

Social Media 

 To further promote the exhibition in the area, the online 

exhibition was advertised through paid adverts on Facebook. 

These were targeted to approximately 4,000 individuals 

accessing the platform from the geographic area surrounding 

the Site.  

 Limitations on Facebook’s advertising tools meant that 

only an approximation of the Consultation Zone could be used 

rather than following the same boundaries as the physical 

mailing list. 

 An example of the Facebook advert can be found in 

Appendix M.  

-  
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Posters 

 As opportunities for promoting the exhibition in the local 

area were limited by Covid-19 restrictions, posters and spare 

copies of the invitations were sent to a number of commercial 

and public buildings within the Consultation Zone. These 

locations were asked to display the materials so they could be 

viewed those in the local area. These included: 

◼ Fort Augustus Memorial Hall;  

◼ Stratherrick Public Hall; 

◼ Gorthleck, Cannich Village Hall; 

◼ Glen Urquhart Village Hall; 

◼ Abriachan Village Hall; 

◼ Dores Village Hall; 

◼ Kiltarlity Village Hall; 

◼ Glenmoriston Post Office & General Store; 

◼ Dores Post Office; 

◼ Kiltarlity Post Office; 

◼ Foyers Stores, Post Office & Café; 

◼ Cannich Stores (SPAR) & Post Office; 

◼ Fort Augustus Post Office; 

◼ Foyers Primary School; 

◼ Kilchuimen Academy; 

◼ Fort Augustus; 

◼ Glen Urquhart High School; 

◼ Stratherrick Primary School; 

◼ Balnain Primary School; 

◼ Cannich Bridge Primary School; 

◼ Scotmid Co-op; 

◼ Cobbs Group; 

◼ Stratherrick & Foyers Community Trust Ltd; and  

◼ The Wildside Centre. 

 The poster can be found in Appendix N. 

Consultation Webpage 

 A separate webpage was set up to host the first Online 

Exhibition. This could be accessed at any time over the 

exhibition period via a link from the Proposed Development 

website. The Online Exhibition sought to replicate the type of 

information and materials available at a physical exhibition 

while remaining accessible. See Appendix H for the brochure 

that was available online and examples of the Exhibition 

Webpage. 

  The Online Exhibition included:  

◼ An exhibition Brochure including all the information 

usually found at an in-person village hall exhibition, 

covering: 

– Information on the Applicant; 

– An overview of the Proposed Development, 

including layout;  

– An overview of the Environmental Impact 

Assessment process; and  

– Community Benefit, construction opportunities and 

Shared Ownership Information. 

◼ A Pre-recorded video introducing the Proposed 

Development and some of the Project Team as well as 

an extended video presenting more information about 

the Proposed Development. 

◼ An extensive FAQs section on the Proposed 

Development. 

◼ An opportunity to leave comments through online 

feedback forms or request a call back. 

Question & Answer Sessions 

 As it was not possible to hold in-person events, online 

Question and Answer sessions were held as an alternative.  

 Initially three sessions were planned, all taking place in 

the afternoon or early evening. Based on feedback from 

Strathglass Community Council, the proposed session on 

Tuesday 1 June was amended to take place outside typical 

working hours. This change was communicated to 

stakeholders via email. 

 The chat sessions were accessed via the dedicated 

project webpage and took place on: 

◼ Thursday 27 May 2021, from 1-3pm; 

◼ Tuesday 1 June 2021, from 6-8pm; and, 

◼ Monday 14 June 2021, from 2-4pm. 

 The online chat sessions were promoted in the 

Exhibition invitation, correspondence with stakeholders, online 

and newspaper adverts and on the project website. 

Receiving Feedback 

 In addition to the freepost reply cards and online 

sessions, a number of channels were provided and publicised 
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to allow people to respond to the exhibition or to get in touch 

with the project team. These included:  

◼ Contacting the project team via a freephone number; 

◼ Requesting a call back using an online form; 

◼ Submitting questions for the project FAQs via an online 

form; and 

◼ Contacting the team via email. 

 These channels were promoted across all available 

consultation materials during the exhibition period. 

Engagement after First Exhibition and 
Consultation Period 

 Following the Virtual Exhibition, the project team 

responded to questions and queries submitted through the 

various channels.  

 All individuals who left comments and asked questions 

via the feedback forms (online or offline) were responded to 

directly (where GDPR has allowed). For individuals who ticked 

the box not to be contacted in their feedback form, the 

Applicant has included general responses on their website – 

please see Appendix O for specific examples of responses to 

feedback forms.  

 Each letter included a summary of the Frequently Asked 

Questions that were raised during the exhibition. A copy of the 

FAQs can be found in Appendix O. 

Feedback Report 

 The virtual exhibition page attracted 458 visits. 195 visits 

saw individuals visiting multiple pages, viewing videos or 

downloading documents, demonstrating engagement with the 

webpage.  

 77 postal reply cards were returned with a further 15 

online submissions for a total of 92 submissions. Two online 

submissions made close together on the same day provided 

identical email addresses and written submissions, and the 

second of these has been removed as an accidental 

resubmission, for a total of 91 valid submissions.  

 Respondents were strongly in favour of the use of 

renewable energy to meet the UK’s energy needs, with 70% 

supportive of the principle of renewable energy (Chart 1). 

 When asked whether onshore wind is a good was to 

help generate more renewable energy 58% of respondents 

said ‘no’, whist 31% said yes and 11% were unsure (Chart 2).  

 Only 22% of respondents were in favour of the location 

of the windfarm, when presented with the 26-turbineScoping 

Layout, while a further 10% were unsure (Chart 3).  

31%

58%

11%

Do you agree that onshore wind power is a 
good way to help achieve this? 

Yes

No

Unsure

22%

68%

10%

Do you think that this site is an acceptable 
location for a wind farm? 

Yes

No

Unsure

Chart 1 Pie Chart showing the Communities response to 
‘Do you agree that onshore wind power is a good way to 
help achieve this?’ 

70%

23%

6% 1%

Do you think that the country needs to generate 
more electricity from renewable sources? 

Yes

No

Unsure

N/A

Chart 2 Pie Chart Showing the Communities Response to 

‘Do you agree that onshore wind power is a good way to 

help achieve this?’ 

 

 

Chart 3: Pie Chart Showing the Communities Response to 

‘Do you think that this site is an acceptable location for a 

wind farm?’ 
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Response to Virtual Exhibition and 
Consultation Comments 

 Respondents had a number to ways to provide feedback 

on the Proposed Development to the Applicant. Examples of 

the feedback provided and the Applicant’s response to them 

can be found in this section.  

 A number of respondents left comments about the 

project in reply cards. Examples of these can be found in 

Table 3.  

 Table 4 below outlines the common comments and 

issued raised, and the Applicant’s response to these. These 

responses were used to create a Frequently Asked Questions 

document which was published on the project website and 

sent to those who provided comment and requested a 

response, in addition tailored answers on specific issues.

 

Table 3: Example Positive and Negative Comments 

Received from Reply Cards and Online Responses during 

the First Exhibition 

Positive Negative 

“We’d be interested in the 
broadband and community 
fund potential of this 
scheme.” 

“We are taking too much 
land from wildlife. Mankind 
has enough land and make 
use of that. We are filling 
the ground with concrete in 
wild places, lets leave some 
for other creatures.” 

“Well sited as Glen Moriston 
“inroads” can avoid using 
our narrow roads and 
visual/noise impact less; 
Use of wind & hydro makes 
sense if the areas are 
carefully selected but costly. 
Good luck.” 

“Even with all these wind 
turbines generating 
electricity my unit price 
increased by 22% on my 
last contract renewal. In 17 
years my unit price has 
never decreased only 
increased massively. Why is 
this?” 

“We can’t have too many 
wind turbines. I think wind 
turbines are beautiful.” 

“This is an area of 
outstanding natural beauty 
and a haven for wildlife 
attracting international 
tourists. So many WF 
proposals from (173 
turbines in total) 
international companies 
taking the profits.” 

“I think that residents close 
to wind farms should 
receive preferential 
electricity rates.” 

“The most northerly point 
of your proposed WF is 
situated in an area of 
lochans & peat bogs that 
are very important for 
wildlife and carbon 
storage. The most 
northerly 4 of them will be 
visible from the glen. You 
do not specify your access 
road - this should be from 
the Bhlaraidh side. Scale 
the project back to 15 or 
16 turbines in the south of 
the area!” 
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Table 4: Frequently Asked Questions and Responses provided following the First Exhibition 

Topic Comment Received  Applicant’s Response 

Cumulative Impact There are too many wind 

farms in this area 

“The Highland Council’s Spatial Framework for Onshore Wind 

Energy (2020) indicates that the location of the proposed Loch 

Liath Wind Farm may be appropriate, with some scope to 

accommodate large scale turbines. As part of our work 

towards the planning application for the project, we have 

undertaken substantial analysis into the landscape and visual 

considerations in the vicinity of the development. We continue 

to develop the project with the aim of finding the right balance 

between maximising the electricity output and carefully siting 

and designing the proposal to relate to the existing landscape, 

including other wind developments. 

“Our analysis shows that less than 10% of land in Scotland is 

suitable for onshore wind farms. To find out what makes a site 

suitable for onshore wind, a recent webinar hosted by Future 

Net Zero featured our Head of Development who goes through 

the steps in new site searching. Please visit this link to view.” 

Alternative 

Renewable 

Investments 

Wind turbines should be 

offshore? 

“We need a mix of all types of renewable energy generation. 

New-build onshore wind is presently the most cost-effective 

way to generate new electricity, out of all forms of electricity.” 

Visual Impact I don’t like the look of 

onshore wind farms 

“We appreciate not all people like the look of wind turbines, 

but they are very much part of the answer to increasing our 

carbon-free electricity generation and decreasing the need for 

fossil fuels. The UK Government has surveyed attitudes 

towards different types of electricity generation since 2012 and 

the results consistently show around 75% support for onshore 

wind (BEIS Attitudes Tracker).  

“If there is concern about a specific view, please let us know 

and we’ll try to provide suitable illustrations at our next 

consultation event later this year.” 

Environmental 

Impact 

Wind turbines are bad for the 

environment [construction, 

peat disturbance, use more 

carbon than they save] 

“All wind farm applications are required to report their “carbon 

payback period” in the Environmental Impact Assessment. 

This uses a Scottish Government calculator which includes all 

emissions from the manufacture of the turbines, including any 

peat disturbance, as well as construction and 

decommissioning. This is usually in the range of 1-2 years, 

and part of the work we do during the development phase is to 

get that number as low as possible.  

“We commission experienced technical consultants to 

undertake detailed environmental surveys of the peatland 

habitat, ecology and ornithology, amongst many others. This 

information is used to inform the proposed layout of the project 

and we work closely with these consultants to minimise 

https://www.futurenetzero.com/2021/06/28/webinar-location-location-the-challenges-to-siting-onshore-wind-farms-in-scotland/
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Topic Comment Received  Applicant’s Response 

impacts. We will commit to implementing management plans 

prior to, and throughout, the construction phase to minimise 

any damage or disturbance. In addition, a detailed habitat 

management plan will be implemented for the lifetime of the 

project which will aim to bring long term benefits to local 

wildlife. Statkraft is committed to improving habitat across our 

projects. We were finalists in two prestigious industry awards 

for our efforts in Moray where we committed to maximising 

habitat improvements of an area of bog habitat, which was 

devastated by a wild fire, to deliver a biodiversity gain.” 

Transport Access What is the transport route 

for the turbines? Are the 

roads suitable for this 

construction and ongoing 

access? 

“We are confident a suitable access route can be proposed 

and this is part of our detailed planning work. A Traffic 

Management Plan will be agreed with the Highland Council 

prior to construction commencing.” 

Local Benefits/ 

Community 

Benefit 

What is the benefit to locals? “There are several ways our projects can bring local benefits. 

We are always open to discussing how this can be tailored to 

each area. The construction phase provides a significant 

opportunity for local businesses to get involved – over 80 

businesses completed our local suppliers register for the 

construction of our Keith Greener Grid project.  

“The operation of a wind farm brings significant local 

investment. Statkraft commit to delivering a community benefit 

fund with all new wind farms at £5,000 per MW installed per 

year, as per Scottish Government best practice guidance. The 

exact total amount will depend on the number and type of 

turbines installed, but as a guide, this is around £25,000 per 

turbine per year, over the operating period of the wind farm.” 
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Further Engagement Opportunities 

 Community Councils requested further opportunities to 

find out more about the project. An offer was made to the 

Community Councils, local organisations and elected 

representatives to organise further online events or workshops 

on topics including “Ecology & Ornithology; Carbon Payback 

measures; Traffic and Transport; Broadband; and Shared 

Ownership”. This was intended to provide alternative to face to 

face engagement that would otherwise have been possible 

outside of lockdown conditions. None of the local 

organisations took up the offer of further sessions.  

Exhibition Summary 

 Feedback regarding the number of turbines, the potential 

impact on wildlife and proximity to areas of deep peat and 

lochans throughout the Site contributed to the decision by the 

Project Team to revise the number of turbines and their 

positions. This reinforced feedback that was provided by the 

Highland Council (Chapter 3: Site Selection and Design 

Strategy of the EIA) and statutory consultees including 

NatureScot and Scottish Environment Protection Agency 

(SEPA).  

 A Post Exhibition Report was produced following the end 

of the exhibition. This summarised the findings of the 

consultation and detailed the steps taken to provide effective 

consultation in spite of Covid-19 restrictions. Following the 

exhibition, this was made available on the project website and 

emailed to elected representatives and stakeholder groups. 

This is available in Appendix P. 
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Exhibition 2 

 A second exhibition, beginning on 16 August 2022, 

presented the near final design of the Proposed Development. 

This iteration featured 13 wind turbines, with three turbines 

with a height up to 180m to tip and 10 turbines with a height 

up to 200m to tip. This presented the near finalised layout and 

the proposal which is being taken forward to application. 

 The proposed access to the turbines had not been 

confirmed at the point of the submission and so was not 

presented in any of the display materials. The Applicant was 

open to discussions about the access options available and 

engaged with members of the community who were interested 

in this subject. 

 The purpose of the consultation was to provide 

engagement opportunities on the revised project design and to 

provide an update following the completion of surveys and 

baseline data gathering carried out as part of the EIA process.  

 Reflecting the easement of travel restrictions and 

limitations on events held in enclosed spaces (introduced as 

part of the Scottish Governments’ response to Covid-19), the 

exhibition adopted a hybrid approach. This retained the 

majority of the arrangements for the previous Virtual 

Exhibition, with the addition of three face-to-face events 

spread over three days.  

 The online element of the exhibition ran from 16 August 

to 6 September 2022. In-person events took place in Cannich 

on 30 August, Drumnadrochit on 31 August and Glenmoriston 

on 1 September.  

 In addition, the exhibition was again hosted on a 

dedicated webpage accessed through the main project page 

at www.LochLiath.co.uk. Materials included an exhibition 

brochure, a Zone of Theoretical Visibility Map, a site map, 

visualisations, digital versions of the banners produced for the 

face-to-face exhibition and an online feedback form. Examples 

of these materials are included in Appendix Q. 

Exhibition Mailing to Households and 
Businesses 

 From 16 August, households and businesses within the 

Consultation Zone began receiving direct correspondence 

from the Applicant via Royal Mail inviting them to attend the 

exhibitions and to participate in the exhibition online. This 

consisted of an invitation leaflet along with a survey reply card 

and a freepost envelope sent to 1,993 household and 

business addresses. This was based on an identical 

geographical area to the Virtual Exhibition mailing, with 

addresses updated to reflect the latest available Royal Mail 

records. Examples of the mailing can be found in Appendix 

R. 

Community Councils and Organisations 

 Invites to the exhibitions were sent to relevant 

Community Councils (see below) and organisations on 16 

August. As with the Virtual Exhibition, it was requested that 

these organisations share the invitation with local residents 

using their own channels to increase the reach of the 

Applicant’s consultation activities. A copy of the mailing can be 

found in Appendix S. 

 The following organisations were contacted: 

◼ Glen Urquhart Community Council;  

◼ Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council; 

◼ Strathglass Community Council; 

◼ Kiltarlity Community Council; 

◼ Dores and Essich Community Council;  

◼ Stratherrick and Foyers Community Council; 

◼ Soirbheas; 

◼ Loch Ness Hub; 

◼ GURCA; 

◼ Glenmoriston Improvement Group; and 

◼ Fort Augustus & Glenmoriston Community Company. 

 Following submission of the Project Gatecheck Report in 

November 2022, Strathglass Community Council requested 

that Strathglass Marketing Group be included in regular 

correspondence alongside these organisations.  

Elected Representatives 

 Following the precedent for the Virtual Exhibition, 

elected representatives for Aird and Loch Ness Council Ward, 

Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch, and Inverness and Nairn 

Scottish Parliament constituencies, and the Ross, Skye and 

-  
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Lochaber and Inverness, Nairn, Badenoch and Strathspey 

Westminster Constituencies were contacted by email 

regarding the exhibition on 16 August 2022. This 

correspondence included copies of the invitation and reply 

card with a freepost envelope, along with a request to share 

the relevant dates and times with constituents. Examples of 

this correspondence can be found in Appendix T. 

Newspapers 

 The Press & Journal carried adverts for the Exhibition on 

16 August 2022 and 20 August 2022. These can be found in 

Appendix U.  

Social Media 

 The exhibition was publicised on Statkraft’s LinkedIn 

account as part of a wider campaign to raise awareness of 

Statkraft’s brand in the UK and around project areas.  

Consultation Webpage 

 As with the Virtual Exhibition, a dedicated project 

webpage was created, accessed through the project website 

at www.LochLiath.co.uk.  

 Prior to the second exhibition, the Applicant migrated 

their project websites from a third-party system to the 

Applicant’s main website. This necessitated a complete 

redesign of the existing project website and consultation web 

pages. The redesign website retained the same information as 

the previous site but with a more accessible design. The 

Consultation Webpage was also redesigned to improve 

accessibility and make it easier to find key information. 

Examples of the redesigned pages can be found in Appendix 

H.  

 The Consultation Webpage was accessed by a link 

displayed in a prominent button near the top of the Proposed 

Development’s website. As has become standard for the 

Applicant’s online exhibitions since the Covid-19 pandemic, 

the website sought to replicate the information and materials 

available at the physical exhibition. This included:  

◼ An updated exhibition Brochure including: 

– Information on the Applicant; 

– An overview of the Proposed Development, 

including the new layout (comprising up to 13 

turbines with tip heights ranging from up to 200m for 

10 turbines, and up to 180m for three turbine);  

– An overview of the EIA process and high level 

findings; 

– Information on Community Benefit, construction 

opportunities and Shared Ownership.  

◼ A high resolution ZTV Map; 

◼ A visualisation booklet including five visualisations and 

wireframes showing the impact of the updated design; 

◼ An extensive FAQs section on the Proposed 

Development; and 

◼ An opportunity to leave comments through online 

feedback forms, request a call back or pose questions to 

the Applicant.  

 Ahead of the in-person events, copies of the banners 

created for display were also uploaded to the Consultation 

Webpage.  

Question & Answer Sessions 

 Two online chat sessions took place as part of the 

exhibition. These were timed to provide options in the evening, 

reflecting previous feedback. 

 The chat sessions took place on:  

◼ 23 August: from 4pm – 6pm; and 

◼ 6 September from 5pm – 7pm. 

 The online chat sessions were promoted in the exhibition 

invitation, correspondence with stakeholders, online and via 

newspaper adverts. The chats were prominently displayed on 

the Project Website and the Consultation Webpage during 

their running time, with the redesigned site allowing increased 

prominence of buttons to access the chat. 

In-Person Exhibition 

 The in-person exhibitions were held in the following 

locations:  

◼ Cannich Village Hall, Cannich – 4:00:pm-7:00pm on 30 

August; 

◼ Glenurquhart Public Hall, Drumnadrochit – 12:00pm-

6:30pm on 31 August; and 

◼ Glenmoriston Millennium Hall, Invermoriston – 1:30pm-

4:30pm on 1 September. 

 The in-person exhibitions included a series of eight 

project banners, visualisations, and an interactive board where 

visitors could suggest uses for the Community Benefit Fund 

These can be found in Appendix V, including images of the 

banners in-situ. An exhibition team of ten people was present 

to host the public exhibition, including staff with a diverse 

range of skills from the Applicant, LUC and Kane Partnership. 

This also included learning opportunities for a trainee member 

of staff, contributing to their continuing professional 

development. 

http://www.lochliath/
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 Project Staff from LUC provided access to ReSoft 

WindFarm, an interactive software package which allows 

wireframes to be run on a ‘bare-earth’ model to provide a 

visual representation of the Proposed Development from 

anywhere in the local area. They were also able to provide 

expert support on questions regarding the EIA process.  

 In total, the exhibitions received 41 visitors over three 

days, with the majority of attendees taking time to discuss the 

project with team members. Subjects raised included, the 

visual impact, the impact on tourism, the Broadband 

Feasibility Study, how businesses could get involved, and 

what the next stages of the project would be.  

Receiving Feedback 

 All methods of feedback from the virtual exhibition 

remained open during the Second Exhibition:  

◼ Contacting the project team via a freephone number; 

◼ Requesting a call back using an online form; 

◼ Submitting questions for the project FAQs via an online 

form; and  

◼ Contacting the team via email. 

 Additionally, local residents were able to complete 

feedback forms at the exhibitions or hand postal reply cards to 

the Project Team at the in-person exhibition.  

 Due to impacts on the postal services stemming from 

postal worker strikes and the death of HM The Queen, the 

deadline for submission of reply cards by post was extended 

by two weeks from the advertised period. 

Engagement after Second Exhibition and 
Consultation Period 

 Following the Second Exhibition, the project team 

responded to questions and queries submitted through the 

various channels.  

 All individuals who left comments and asked questions 

via the feedback forms (online or offline) were responded to 

directly (where GDPR has allowed). The response included a 

letter addressing specific issues raised, along with an FAQs 

document which summarised response to frequently asked 

questions. The FAQs document was also made available on 

the project website. Examples of the correspondence can be 

found in Appendix W. 

Feedback Report 

 The Second Exhibition saw 297 visitors to the 

Consultation Webpage. Of these, 125 were unique visitors 

with the majority navigating directly to the page via the web 

address, suggesting the mailout as a significant driver of 

traffic. The reduced number of online visitors compared to the 

virtual exhibition in 2021 is likely due to the resumption of in-

person exhibitions. 

 As noted above, the in-person exhibitions were attended 

by 41 people over three days. The exhibitions in Cannich Hall 

and Glen Urquhart Memorial Hall were the most popular with 

14 and 26 visitors respectively. The small number of visitors to 

Invermoriston is likely due to the limited visibility of the 

Proposed Development from the south and it's siting within the 

established pattern of operational Bhlaraidh Wind Farm and 

the consented Bhlaraidh Wind Farm Extension.  

 79 survey responses were received. Four of these were 

received online, with the rest being returned via post. One 

postal response was returned completely blank and was 

discounted for a total of 78 completed surveys.  

 Responses to the survey questions were markedly 

different to those received during the Virtual Exhibition. 

Support for renewable generation to meet the energy needs of 

the UK increased to 79% (Chart 4), likely reflecting the impact 

that the Russian invasion of Ukraine had on energy prices and 

the wider discussions around generation and energy security 

in politics and media in the time period between the two 

exhibitions.  

Chart 4 Pie Chart Showing the Communities Response to 

‘Do you think that the country needs to generate more 

electricity from renewable sources? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Support for onshore wind developments also saw a 

significant increase, with 55% of respondents (up from 31%) 

supporting the principle of onshore wind (Chart 5). This would 

again seem to reflect the wider conversations taking place in 

society regarding energy security  

 The increase in support for renewables and onshore 

wind was also seen in respondents’ views on the Proposed 

Development (Chart 6). While only 22% of respondents had 

79%

18%

3%

Do you think that the country needs to generate 
more electricity from renewable sources? 

Yes

No

Unsure
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been positive at the time of the of the Virtual Exhibition in 

2021, there was a marked increase to 46% of respondents 

supportive of the site, while a further 17% were unsure 

compared to 10% during the Virtual Exhibition. Based on 

comments received in the reply cards, it is likely that this 

increase is linked to the reduction in the number of turbines 

between the two exhibitions.  

Chart 5 Pie Chart Showing the Communities Response to 

‘Do you agree that onshore wind power is a good way to 

help achieve this?’ 

 

Chart 6 Pie Chart Showing the Communities Response to 

‘Do you think that this site is an acceptable location for a 

wind farm?’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Response to Public Exhibition and Second 
Consultation Comments 

 Respondents had a number to ways to provide feedback 

on the Proposed Development to the Applicant. Examples of 

the feedback provided as part of the Second Public Exhibition 

and Consultation and the Applicant’s response to them can be 

found in this section.  

 A number of respondents left comments about the 

project in reply cards. Examples of these can be found in 

Table 5. 

Table 5 Example Positive and Negative Comments 

Received from Reply Cards and Online Responses during 

the Second Exhibition 

Positive Negative 

“Your revised Loch Liath 
plan is very close to what I 
suggested previously. 
Thank you for these 
amendments, and I accept 
the revised plan.” 

“No need for more turbines - 
enough ways to provide 
electricity. We have 
renewable energy but the 
cost is still rising.” 

“I'm pleased to see that you 
listened to my concerns 
about visual impact from 
Glenurquahart and have 
reduced turbine numbers, at 
Suidhe Ghuirmain. I was 
also pleased to meet the 
Nature Scotland officer 
surveying the Glen on your 
behalf.” 

“New hydro schemes are 
better than onshore wind. 
Offshore wind is better than 
onshore but hydro is a 
better long term sustainable 
option with less negative 
impact on local 
communities.” 

“A pity the number of 
turbines was reduced.” 

“What mitigation measure 
will be used to avoid conflict 
with birds of prey and with 
avoiding areas of deep 
peat?” 

“Fantastic! £500K a year for 
community is what we need 
- school, care home, roads.” 

“I prefer nuclear power. Why 
does one of the most 
beautiful parts of the country 
need more... Extra access 
roads will impact on us. If 
we must have wind power 
then I feel it is better out at 
sea of even on top of 
buildings in city centres!” 

 

 Table 6, below, outlines the common comments and 

issued raised, and the Applicant’s response to these. These 

responses were published on the project website and sent to 

those who provided comment and requested a response to 

their reply cards.

55%33%

12%

Do you agree that onshore wind power is a 
good way to help achieve this? 

Yes

No

Unsure

46%

37%

17%

Do you think that this site is an acceptable 
location for a wind farm? 

Yes

No

Unsure
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Table 6: Frequently Asked Questions and Responses provided following the Second Exhibition 

Topic Comment Received  Applicant’s Response 

Landscape and 

Visual 

I don’t like the appearance of 

the wind turbines/This is not 

a suitable location for them 

“Scottish Government planning guidance indicates that the 

proposed site of Loch Liath Wind Farm may be acceptable for 

development of wind farms if suitable measures are taken to 

protect the natural environment.  

“As part of our work towards a planning submission and as a 

result of previous feedback, we have reduced the number of 

turbines and moved some of them to reduce environmental 

and visual impact in the local area. We continue to develop the 

project with the aim to find the right balance between 

maximising the electricity output and carefully siting and 

designing the proposal to relate to the existing landscape, 

including other wind developments.  

“Less than 10% of land in Scotland is suitable for onshore 

wind farms. Our Head of Development, Richard Mardon, gave 

a webinar in June 2021 on how Statkraft finds suitable sites for 

new windfarms. In it, he discusses the factors that we consider 

before every development, including proximity to housing, 

monuments and historic sites, wild land, and areas of 

ecological or scientific significance.” 

Scheme 

Reduction 

Why has the scheme been 

reduced? Why not include 

more turbines? 

“Our technical studies over the last year and feedback from 

the community have helped us to arrive at our proposal for a 

13-turbine layout, which we believe gives a balance between 

maximising the electricity generated and minimising impacts.  

“While reasons for removal of individual turbines vary, they 

include reducing visual impact from key locations, and 

avoiding areas that are home to deep peat, sensitive for bird 

species and which might impact on nearby lochs and burns.” 

Alternative 

Renewable 

Investments 

Why not invest in 

hydroelectric power, off-

shore wind or tidal energy 

instead of on-shore wind? 

“We need a mix of all types of renewable energy generation. 

New-build onshore wind is presently the most cost-effective 

way to generate new electricity, out of all forms of electricity.” 

Energy Bills Will this development help 

reduce energy bills? 

“The current energy price rises in the UK are closely linked to 

the price of natural gas. By increasing the amount of 

renewable energy that the UK can generate and by 

strengthening the energy network with developments like our 

Greener Grid Parks, we are reducing the reliance on electricity 

generated from gas which should reduce prices over time. You 

can see the impact renewable energy is having on reducing 

our reliance on imported and expensive fossil fuels here: 

https://eciu.net/winter-power-tracker.” 
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Topic Comment Received  Applicant’s Response 

Local Benefits/ 

Community 

Benefit 

Comments regarding 

benefits to the local area  

“There are several ways our projects can bring local benefits, 

and we are always open to discussing how this can be tailored 

to the local area. The construction phase provides a significant 

opportunity for local businesses to get involved and Statkraft 

have a track record of working with local organisations such as 

the Chamber of Commerce to maximise local investment 

during this time. Over £1.6m was retained in the local 

economy during construction of our Greener Grid Park at 

Keith, sourced through promotion of our Local Supplier 

Register. On a wider level, a recent University of Strathclyde 

report demonstrates the breadth of economic benefits being 

delivered from onshore wind and the wider renewable energy 

industry. Scotland’s renewable energy industry supported 

more than 27,000 full time jobs, and £5.6bn of output, with 

onshore wind supporting the most employment. The operation 

of a wind farm brings significant local investment. Statkraft 

commit to delivering a community benefit fund with all new 

wind farms at £5,000 per MW installed per year, as per 

Scottish Government guidance. The exact amount will depend 

on the number and type of turbines installed, but as a guide, is 

currently estimated at £429,000 per year over the operating 

period of the wind farm.” 
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Community Benefit Board 

 The inclusion of an interactive exhibition board (Image 

1) allowed exhibition visitors to share their ideas for use of the 

Community Benefit Fund, introducing an approach which was 

novel for the Applicant. The approach was adopted due to its 

success in other fields of planning consultation and as the 

Applicant was particularly interested in gaining more feedback 

on how the community could benefit from the fund. 

Image 1: Exhibition Board 

 

 The board was positively received by visitors, with a 

number leaving suggestions for the use of the fund. Ideas 

included: 

◼ Improved broadband; 

◼ Public hall renovation; 

◼ A Community shop; 

◼ A Project Manager for community projects; 

◼ Energy grants; 

◼ Horse riding gates; and 

◼ Training opportunities and jobs for local people. 

Exhibition Summary 

 A Post Exhibition Report was produced and issued in 

December 2022. The report summarised the activities carried 

out during the consultation and the results of the reply cards 

and surveys. The Report was published on the project website 

and emailed to elected representatives and community 

groups. The report is available in Appendix X.  

Additional Engagement 

 Recognising the importance of the tourist economy to 

the area around the Proposed Development, the project team 

took additional steps to engage directly with local businesses, 

organisations and attractions.  

Local Footpaths 

 Local stakeholders highlighted challenges posed by the 

condition of public paths in the area, including those within 

close proximity to the Site. As a result of this, the Applicant 

commissioned a specialist survey of a popular local route 

within the area (to the summit of Meall Fuar-mhonaidh) by a 

local mountain guide with experience delivering walking trips 

for people with a wide variety of abilities and fitness. This has 

helped to inform proposals for the upgrade of this route as 

detailed below.  

Meall Fuar-mhonaidh 

 The Pre-Application Advice meeting with the Highland 

Council, and the subsequent report, raised the need to 

consider the local footpath up the Meall Fuar-mhonaidh 

summit specifically. The Applicant walked this route and had 

identified that it is degraded in a number of places, resulting in 

the path being boggy, wet and not easily accessible, 

specifically in the upper section. The knock-on effect of this is 

that the treaded area is substantially wider than would be 

necessary for a footpath, caused by walkers seeking out drier, 

less boggy sections to walk, resulting in a larger area of 

erosion and degradation.  

 In February 2022, the Applicant commissioned a Red 

Level Survey of the upper section of the Meall Fuar-mhonaidh 

walking route (from the deer stile to the summit) to ascertain 

the potential for improvement works which could be delivered 

as part of the application. Following consultation with THC, the 

Applicant commissioned a further Red Level Survey of the 

route from the car park to the stile to provide contextual data 

of the condition of the route as a whole. This survey was 

undertaken in February 2023 and identified that the lower 

sections of the path comprised well-used boardwalk and a 

path through wooded and moorland habitat. This has informed 

the proposal to upgrade the upper section of the route from 

the deer stile to the summit (approximately 2.5km) as part of 

the application for the Proposed Development. Further details 

of this are contained within Appendix 13.1: Outline Access 

Management Plan of the EIA Report, submitted in support of 

the application. 

Broadband Feasibility 

 Reflecting feedback from elected representatives and 

Soirbheas on the quality of local broadband and the fact that 

the initial broadband survey was carried out under lockdown 
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conditions, the Applicant has agreed to commission an 

updated broadband feasibility study, if required. This will be 

shared with stakeholders once complete, and if there is 

support from the local community and the Proposed 

Development is consented, the Applicant will support the 

community in progressing proposals for improved broadband 

access.  

Local Cultural Heritage Features 

 Between the two exhibitions, a phone call was received 

from a member of the public concerned about impact on local 

monuments and memorials in the Site. They provided a list of 

OS grid references to allow the Project Team to consider 

these features in the design process. The design of the 

Proposed Development will not have any significant impacts 

on these cultural heritage features, three of which are outside 

the final Site boundary. The fourth is a cairn to John Ferguson, 

a local who died fishing at Loch nam Meur, and is located on 

the loch. Further information on the cairn is provided in the 

EIA Report in Appendix 10.1: Historic Environment 

Assessment of the EIA Report. 

Further Meetings 

 The Project Team met with Cllr David Fraser at Glen 

Urquhart Hall on 3 February 2023 to provide a general update 

on the Proposed Development including submission 

timescales. The meeting aimed to provide an update on the 

design evolution including how the reduced scheme (reduced 

from 26 turbines to 13 turbines) has minimised the project’s 

visual impacts on the local area. In addition, the meeting 

included discussions on proposed upgrades to the Meall Fuar-

mhonaidh footpath and broadband feasibility studies.  

 The Project Team attended the Strathglass Community 

Council meeting on 5 April 2023 to provide an update on the 

Proposed Development. The Project Team presented the 

findings from the Second Exhibition and outlined how the 

feedback gathered through consultation has informed the 

design process. The Project Team also provided information 

on proposed timescales and next steps prior to, and post 

submission of the Application. The Project Team were asked a 

number of questions from the attendees at the meeting 

including further information on: 

◼ Overall timescales of the project; 

◼ Engagement with Soirbheas; 

◼ Community Benefit Fund; and 

◼ Grid connection. 

 Due to the facilities available at the meeting, it was not 

possible to present the PowerPoint presentation however a 

copy of the presentation was emailed to Strathglass 

Community Council after the meeting. 
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Key Outcomes 

 Feedback from both the Virtual Exhibition and the 

Second Exhibition, in addition to ongoing consultation 

activities with the community, has helped inform the design 

process of the Proposed Development, as outlined in Chapter 

3 of the EIA Report. Further information on the evolution of the 

Proposed Development is also included in the Design and 

Access Statement (DAS) and the EIA Report. 

Design of the Proposed Development 

 Feedback from the Consultations aided the project team 

in making a number of key decisions, including:  

◼ Reduction in the number of turbines. Particular focus 

was given to removing and reducing the number of 

turbines located in the north and east of the Site, with 

the aim of reducing visibility from the nearby Glen 

Urquhart community located north of the Site. 

◼ Adoption of the southern access route first as the 

preferred option and then as the final option within 

the Application. Members of the community voiced a 

preference for the Proposed Development to take 

access through the operational Bhlaraidh Wind Farm, 

from the South rather than creating a new route from the 

north. Through engagement with relevant landowners 

and associated companies, the design of the Proposed 

Development has been able to deliver on this. Both 

options are illustrated in Image 2. 

◼ Reducing visual impact from Glen Affric. The design 

sought to relocate the western most turbines such that 

they were situated further into the centre of the Site as 

much as possible, which resulted in turbines being better 

screened by the ridge which runs along the western 

edge of the Site. In addition, turbines were dropped from 

the north of the Site to reduce the horizontal spread of 

turbines visible from the Glen Affric area. 

◼ Reducing horizontal spread of turbines when seen 

from Meall Fuar-mhonaidh summit. The design has 

sought to remove turbines from the north and the east of 

the Site which reduces the spread of visible turbines and 

also the proximity to this peak. The turbines were also 

removed from more elevated ground to reduce their 

prominence. 

◼ Reducing visual impact on views from the Affric-

Kintail Way and from east bank of Loch Ness. The 

design has sought to minimise visual impacts from 

important locations for the community, including through 

dropping the tip height of three turbines. 

 The design process, as informed by consultation, has 

resulted in a reduction in the number of turbines, as well as 

optimisation of laydown areas and other areas of hard 

standing to minimise impacts on peat and watercourses. This 

can be seen in Images 3 to 5, which present the initial layout, 

one of the four iterations considered prior to design freeze, 

and the final design as submitted.  

Image 2: Comparison of northern and southern access 

routes showing how the southern route reduces impact 

by utilising existing infrastructure 

 

 

-  
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Image 1 Turbine layout at Scoping, showing initial 26 

turbine proposal. 

This layout aimed to optimise the Site’s potential for 

onshore wind development, taking in to account areas of 

high wind speed and initial advice from technical teams in 

relation to landscape and visual impacts. 

 
 

Image 2 Turbine layout considered in early 2022, 

showing 17 turbine layout. 

This layout primarily resulted in feedback from the Virtual 

Exhibition in relation to landscape and visual concerns, in 

addition to initial ornithological advice. 

Turbines have been dropped from the north and east, 

whilst the development, as a whole, has aimed to group 

the turbines in a more uniform  way, reducing and 

containing the visual impact. 

 

 

Image 3 Turbine layout at Design Freeze, showing 13 

turbine layout. 

This layout took into considerations comments on 

landscape and visual, ecology and ornithology, 

engineering difficulties, peat and hydrology. 

Most notably, turbines along the western edge were 

dropped and the two most northernly turbines removed to 

reduce visual impacts from the Glen Urquhart area. 
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Benefits to the Community 

 Further to the above primary design considerations, the 

Applicant has utilised the consultation responses to inform the 

proposed measures which are aimed at bringing benefits to 

the community. These include: 

◼ Delivery a Community Benefit Fund of £5,000 per MW, 

therefore £33,000 per turbine (based on a 6.6MW 

machine), totalling £429,000 per year for the Proposed 

Development. 

◼ Committed to delivering an updated Broadband 

Feasibility Study; and, 

◼ Upgrading the upper section of the Meall Fuar-mhonaidh 

footpath. Through our consultation, it was evident that 

this footpath was of importance to the community, as 

well as to THC. Whilst reducing visual impact from the 

summit was a key influence in the design (see Design 

of the Proposed Development), the Applicant has also 

committed to improving the quality of approximately 

2.5km of the footpath, from the deer stile to the summit. 

Biodiversity 

 Further to this, the Applicant recognises, and is 

committed to, delivering a project which, not only provides 

clean, renewable energy, but also brings biodiversity benefits, 

in line with the requirements of NPF4. During consultation with 

the community, it was evident that the local ecology is of 

strong importance. The Applicant is committed to delivering a 

robust Restoration and Enhancement Plan which will include: 

◼ Restoration of peatland habitat involving up to 6ha of 

land; 

◼ Planting of a minimum of 30ha native tree species 

including Grey Willow, Juniper and Rowan with a 

planting scheme designed to recreate native woodland; 

◼ A target of planting 5ha of riparian woodland, helping to 

create and enhance habitats for animals including black 

grouse, otter, red squirrel and pine marten, and 

enhancing the foraging route for bats; 

◼ Planting of montane scrub across the site, including 

cultivation of established plants and seeds where 

possible;  

◼ Installing three ‘diver rafts’ on three lochs within the Site 

to support breeding red-throated diver; and, 

◼ Delivery of a Regional Eagle Conservation Management 

Plan for Natural Heritage Zone 7, to expand on the 

success of the equivalent for NHZ10. 

Engagement following Section 36 
Application 

 The Applicant is committed to ensuring that local 

stakeholders and residents are kept informed throughout the 

planning process via email, face to face meetings or the 

project website as appropriate. All Section 36 planning 

documentation relating to the project will be available on the 

project webpage accessible at www.LochLiath.co.uk in 

addition to the Energy Consent Unit website. The project team 

will remain available to respond to feedback or queries 

regarding the application via existing channels.  

 The Applicant will continue to pursue programmes 

discussed as part of the development of Loch Liath Wind 

Farm. This will include undertaking a new or updated 

broadband feasibility study and continuing discussions with 

local bodies regarding the implementation and administration 

of the Community Benefit Fund.  

 While support for the option of shared ownership with 

the community has been limited to date, the Applicant remains 

committed to the principles of community ownership and 

welcomes further discussions regarding this.  

 The Applicant would like to put on record their thanks to 

the Community Councils, elected representatives community 

groups and residents for their input and time in the planning 

process to date. 

http://www.lochliath.co.uk/
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 Table A: Timeline of Consultation Activities  

Date Action  Consulted Parties  

07.12.2020 Scoping report goes live on Energy 
Consent Unit Website 

 

12.01.2021  Introductory project letter and 
presentation issued to elected 
representatives and Community 
Councils 

Drew Hendry MP; Ian Blackford MP; Fergus Ewing 
MSP; Kate Forbes MSP 

Ward councillors: Margaret Davidson, Helen 
Carmichael and Emma Knox 

Community Councils: Glen Urquhart; Fort 
Augustus and Glenmoriston; Strathglass; Kiltarlity; 
Dores and Essich; and Stratherrick and Foyers  

12.01.2021  Website project page goes live    

02.02.2021  Follow-up activities with Community 
Councils: Answering requests for more 
information and accepting offers to 
attend future CC meetings 

Community Councils: Glen Urquhart; Fort 
Augustus and Glenmoriston; Strathglass; Kiltarlity; 
Dores and Essich; and Stratherrick and Foyers  

19.02.2021  Liaising with local business and third 
sector representatives to understand 
aspirations for the area.  

Local Business Leaders; Loch Ness Hub; 
Soirbheas  

23.02.2021  Meeting with Loch Ness Hub to 
introduce the project  

Russell Fraser  

23.02.2021  Email to Soirbheas to arrange meeting 
– Glen Urquhart Community Council 
directed the project to liaise with this 
organisation as their representatives. 

Carol Masheter  

03.03.2021  Meeting in-person with business and 
tourism community leader. 

Willie Cameron of Cobbs and local hotel chain  

04.03.2021  Follow-up meeting with Soirbheas to 
discuss the project and community 
benefit 

Carol Masheter and Jimmy Murray  

11.03.2021  Teams meeting with Highland Tourism 
to discuss impacts and opportunities for 
the Tourist Sector  

Yvonne Crook  

15.03.2021  Email to Cllr Fraser on his election as 
ward councillor. Mr Fraser responded 
and requested the Project Team liaise 
with Dianne Fraser, Chair Glen 
Urquhart Community Council for related 
matters  

David Fraser, newly elected councillor for the Aird 
and Loch Ness area and follow up email with 
Dianne Fraser as directed  

-  
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Date Action  Consulted Parties  

21.04.2021  Email introduction to Loch Liath 
included with introduction materials 
relating to another Statkraft project’s 
investment in the Highlands.  

Councillors Bill Lobban and Jimmy Gray  

30.04.2021  Email to provide an update on the 
project's progress and to detail 
milestones for the coming months. 

Aird and Loch Ness Ward Councillors: Margaret 
Davidson, Helen Carmichael, David Fraser and 
Emma Knox. 

Community Councils: Glen Urquhart, Fort 
Augustus and Glenmoriston, Strathglass, Kiltarlity, 
Dores and Essich and Stratherrick and Foyers  

13.05.2021  Newsletter update distributed and 
posted on the project website 

Drew Hendry MP; Ian Blackford MP; Fergus Ewing 
MSP; Kate Forbes MSP 

Ward councillors: Margaret Davidson, Helen 
Carmichael and Emma Knox 

Community Councils: Glen Urquhart; Fort 
Augustus and Glenmoriston; Strathglass; Kiltarlity; 
Dores and Essich; and Stratherrick and Foyers  

14.05.2021  Email invite to attend the Virtual 
Exhibition, providing information on 
timings, location and live chat sessions.  

Drew Hendry MP; Ian Blackford MP; Fergus Ewing 
MSP; Kate Forbes MSP 

Ward councillors: Margaret Davidson, Helen 
Carmichael and Emma Knox 

Community Councils: Glen Urquhart; Fort 
Augustus and Glenmoriston; Strathglass; Kiltarlity; 
Dores and Essich; and Stratherrick and Foyers  

Organisations/people: Soirbheas; GURCA; Loch 
Ness Hub 

17.05.2021 Correspondence confirming amended 
times for third virtual chat sessions 
following feedback from Strathglass 
Community Council 

Strathglass Community Council 

19.05.2021  Invite to Virtual Exhibition with reply 
card  

1,973 household and business addresses  

19.05.2021  Email discussion to arrange attendance 
at next Council meeting  

Stratherrick and Foyers Community Council 

19.05.2021 to  

14.06.2021  

Localised Facebook advertising to 
promote on-line exhibition 

Shared with Community Councils and other 
community stakeholders and subsequent updates 
on special ‘chat with team’ sessions  

20.05.2021  News update announcing Virtual 
Exhibition 

All local media  

21.05.2021  Copy of residents invite and poster with 
request to display the poster to help 
publicise the Virtual Exhibition issued 
by post  

Community Councils: Glen Urquhart; Fort 
Augustus and Glenmoriston; Strathglass; Kiltarlity; 
Dores and Essich; and Stratherrick and Foyers  

 
Local key organisations and businesses: Fort 
Augustus Memorial Hall, Stratherrick Public Hall, 
Gorthleck, Cannich Village Hall, Glen Urquhart 
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Village Hall, Abriachan Village Hall, Dores Village 
Hall, Kiltarlity Village Hall, Glenmoriston Post 
Office & General Store, Invermoriston, Dores Post 
Office, Kiltarlity Post office, Foyers Stores, Post 
Office & Café, Cannich Stores (SPAR) & Post 
Office, Fort Augustus Post Office, Foyers Primary 
School, Kilchuimen Academy, Fort Augustus, Glen 
Urquhart High School, Drumnadrochit, Stratherrick 
Primary School, Gorthleck, Balnain Primary 
School, Cannich Bridge Primary School, Scotmid 
Co-op, Drumnadrochit, Willie Cameron, 
Stratherrick & Foyers Community Trust Ltd and 
The Wildside Centre  

21.05.2021  

29.05.2021  

Virtual exhibition advertised in Press & 
Journal  

  

21.05.2021 - Virtual Exhibition goes lives 

 

21.05.2021  Email to inform elected representatives 
that Virtual Exhibition has started and 
including poster to publicise the event  

Drew Hendry MP; Ian Blackford MP; Fergus Ewing 
MSP; Kate Forbes MSP 

Ward councillors: Margaret Davidson, Helen 
Carmichael, David Fraser and Emma Knox 

14.06.2021  Virtual Exhibition closes  

29.06.2021  Online presentation to Stratherrick & 
Foyers Community Council  

Stratherrick & Foyers Community Council  

26.07.2021 Virtual Exhibition responses issued by 
email or post 

 

26.07.2021  Virtual Exhibition Key Questions and 
Feedback published on website  

  

10.08.2021  Virtual Exhibition Summary published to 
website and emailed to key 
stakeholders  

  

04.10.2021  In-person meeting with Soirbheas, to 
provide project timings   

Carol Masheter, Jimmy Murray, Ian McKay  

21.10.2021  In-person meeting with Glenmoriston 
Improvement Group to provide project 
timings and update  

Glenmoriston Improvement Group 

29.11.2021  In-person meeting with mountain guide 
expert re Access for All Abilities  

Anna Danby of Wild Roots Guiding  

07.12.2021  Report on potential of Access for All 
Abilities at the Meall Fuar-Mhonaidh  

Provided by Anna Danby which informed project 
approach on people access and second round of 
exhibition content  

03.03.2022  Teams meeting with Friendly Access to 
find more information on Access for All 
Abilities 

Friendly Access 
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15.08.2022  Invitation to Public Exhibitions issued  1,993 household and business addresses 

16.08.2022  Second Exhibition online component 
goes live   

 

16.08.2022  Email to elected representatives, 
Community Councils and key 
stakeholders to provide details of the 
Second Exhibition, and new project 
brochure  

Drew Hendry MP; Ian Blackford MP; Fergus Ewing 
MSP; Kate Forbes MSP 

Ward councillors: Helen Crawford, Emma Knox, 
Chris Ballance and David Fraser 

Community Councils: Glen Urquhart; Fort 
Augustus and Glenmoriston; Strathglass; Kiltarlity; 
Dores and Essich; and Stratherrick and Foyers 

Organisations/people: Soirbheas; GURCA; Loch 
Ness Hub, Glenmoriston Improvement Group; and 
Fort Augustus & Glenmoriston Community 
Company 

16.08.2022  

20.08.2022  

Exhibitions advertised in Press & 
Journal  

  

29.08.2022  In-person meeting with Soirbheas to 
provide project update and to discuss 
the Community Benefit Fund and 
Community Broadband  

Carol Masheter and Jimmy Murray of Soirbheas  

30.08.2022  

01.09.2022 

In-person exhibitions take place   30 August – Cannich Village Hall  

31 August – Glen Urquhart Public Hall  

1 September – Glemoriston Millennium Hall  

06.09.2022 Second Exhibition online component 
closes 

 

02.11.2022  Issue of Broadband Feasibility Study 
results summary to gauge interest in 
refreshed study  

Kate Forbes MSP 

Ward councillors: Helen Crawford, Emma Knox, 
Chris Ballance and David Fraser 

Organisations/people: Soirbheas; GURCA 

07.12.2022 Comments received in response to 
Gatecheck Report regarding 
consultation with local organisation and 
the Affric-Kintail Way. 

Strathglass Community Council 

15.12.2022 Response issued to Strathglass 
Community Council on Gatecheck 
Report 

Strathglass Community Council 

23.12.2022  Exhibition Summary issued    Drew Hendry MP; Ian Blackford MP; Fergus Ewing 
MSP; Kate Forbes MSP 

Ward councillors: Helen Crawford, Emma Knox, 
Chris Ballance and David Fraser 



 Appendix A  

Consultation Timeline 

 

Pre-Application Consultation Report 

April 2023 

 

LUC  I A-5 

Date Action  Consulted Parties  

Community Councils: Glen Urquhart; Fort 
Augustus and Glenmoriston; Strathglass; Kiltarlity; 
Dores and Essich; and Stratherrick and Foyers 

Organisations/people: Soirbheas; GURCA; Loch 
Ness Hub, Glenmoriston Improvement Group, 
Strathglass Marketing Group; and Fort Augustus & 
Glenmoriston Community Company 

03.01.2023 Meeting with Councillor David Fraser to 
provide project update 

Councillor David Fraser 

08.02.2023 Offer to attend Strathglass Community 
Council meeting following engagement 
on Gatecheck Report; Arranged for 
early April. 

Strathglass Community Council 

22.03.2023 Offer to Community Councils to provide 
update ahead of or around the time of 
application submission. 

Glen Urquhart; Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston; 
Kiltarlity; Dores and Essich; and Stratherrick and 
Foyers 

05.04.2023 Meeting with Strathglass Community 
Council to provide projects updates 

Strathglass Community Council 
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Figure B-2: Main Address Clusters within the Consultation Zone 

Figure B-1: Geographical Consultation Area 
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Figure C-1: Example of Introduction Letters Sent to Community Councils (Front) 
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Figure C-2: Example of Introduction Letters Sent to Community Councils (Rear) 
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Figure C-3: Introduction Presentation to Community Councils (Cover) 

 

Figure C-4: Introduction Presentation to Community Councils (Page 1) 
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Figure C-5: Introduction Presentation to Community Councils (Page 2) 

 

Figure C-6: Introduction Presentation to Community Councils (Page 3) 
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Figure C-7: Introduction Presentation to Community Councils (Page 4) 

 

Figure C-8: Introduction Presentation to Community Councils (Page 5) 



 Appendix C  

Community Council Introduction  

 

Pre-Application Consultation Report 

April 2023 

 

LUC  I C-6 

 

Figure C-9: Introduction Presentation to Community Councils (Page 6) 

 

Figure C-10: Introduction Presentation to Community Councils (Back Cover) 
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Figure D-1: Example of Introduction Letters Sent to Councillors and Elected Representatives (Front) 
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Figure D-2: Example of Introduction Letters Sent to Councillors and Elected Representatives (Rear) 
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Figure D-3: Introduction Presentation to Councillors and Elected Representatives (Cover) 

 

Figure D-4: Introduction Presentation to Councillors and Elected Representatives (Page 1) 
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Figure D-5: Introduction Presentation to Councillors and Elected Representatives (Page 2) 

 

Figure D-6: Introduction Presentation to Councillors and Elected Representatives (Page 3) 
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Figure D-7: Introduction Presentation to Councillors and Elected Representatives (Page 4) 

 

Figure D-8: Introduction Presentation to Councillors and Elected Representatives (Page 5) 
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Figure D-9: Introduction Presentation to Councillors and Elected Representatives (Page 6) 

 

Figure D-10: Introduction Presentation to Councillors and Elected Representatives (Back Cover) 
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Figure E-1: Correspondence with Cllr David Fraser following the March 2021 byelection 
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Figure F-1: Example of the project webpage from January 2021 to August 2022 
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Figure F-2: Example of the project FAQ webpage from January 2021 to August 2022 
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Figure F-3: Example of the project webpage from August 2022 to present 
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Figure F-3: Example of the project FAQ webpage from August 2022 to present 
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Figure F-5: Example of the project webpage from August 2022 to present 
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Figure G-1: May 2021 Newsletter (Page 1) 
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Figure G-2: May 2021 Newsletter (Page 2) 
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Figure G-2: May 2021 Newsletter (Page 3) 
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Figure G-4: May 2021 Newsletter (Page 4) 
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Figure G-5: May 2021 Newsletter (Page 5) 
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Figure H-1: News post announcing Virtual Exhibition on Project Website 
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Figure H-2: Virtual Exhibition landing page with Request A Call Back Form. This image was captured following the end of the 
exhibition, when the brochure was no longer available to view via Issuu. It remained available to download elsewhere on the 
site.  
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Figure H-3: Virtual Exhibition Brochure (Cover)

 

Figure H-3: Virtual Exhibition Brochure (pages 2-3) 
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Figure H-4: Virtual Exhibition Brochure (pages 4-5)  

 

 

Figure H-5: Virtual Exhibition Brochure (pages 6-7)  
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Figure H-6: Virtual Exhibition Brochure (pages 8-9)  

 

 

Figure H-7: Virtual Exhibition Brochure (pages 10-11) 
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Figure H-8: Virtual Exhibition Brochure (pages 12-13)  

 

Figure H-9: Virtual Exhibition Brochure (pages 14-15)  
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Figure H-10: Virtual Exhibition Brochure (pages 16-17)  

 

Figure H-11: Virtual Exhibition Brochure (pages 18-19)  
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Figure H-12: Virtual Exhibition Brochure (pages 20-21)  

 

Figure H-13: Virtual Exhibition Brochure (pages 22-23) 
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Figure H-14: Virtual Exhibition Brochure (pages 24-25) 

 

Figure H-15: Virtual Exhibition Brochure (pages 26-27) 
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Figure H-16: Virtual Exhibition Brochure (pages 28-29)  

 

Figure H-17: Virtual Exhibition Brochure (pages 30-31)  
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Figure H-18: Virtual Exhibition Brochure (page 32)) 

 

 

Image H-19: Predicted Views Digital Booklet (Cover) 
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Image H-20: Predicted Views Digital Booklet (page 1) 

 

 

Image H-21: Predicted Views Digital Booklet (page 2) 
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Image H-22: Predicted Views Digital Booklet (page 3) 

 

Image H-23: Predicted Views Digital Booklet (page 4) 
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Image H-24: Predicted Views Digital Booklet (page 5) 

 

 

Image H-25: Predicted Views Digital Booklet (page 6) 
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Image H-26: Predicted Views Digital Booklet (page 7) 

 

 

Image H-27: Predicted Views Digital Booklet (page 8) 
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Image H-28: Predicted Views Digital Booklet (page 9) 

 

 

Image H-29: Predicted Views Digital Booklet (page 10) 



 Appendix H  

Virtual Exhibition Webpage and Materials 

 

Pre-Application Consultation Report 

April 2023 

 

LUC  I H-17 

 

 

Image H-30: Predicted Views Digital Booklet (page 11) 

 

Image H-29: Predicted Views Digital Booklet (page 10) 
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Figure I-1: Virtual Exhibition Invitation (Side 1) 
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Figure I-2: Virtual Exhibition Invitation (Side 2) 
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Figure I-3: Virtual Exhibition Reply Card 
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Figure J-1: Example of Correspondence inviting Community Councils to the Virtual Exhibition (Page 1) 
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Figure J-2: Example of Correspondence inviting Community Councils to the Virtual Exhibition (Page 2)  
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Figure K-1: Example of Correspondence inviting Elected Representatives to the Virtual Exhibition (Page 1) 
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Figure K-2: Example of Correspondence inviting Elected Representatives to the Virtual Exhibition (Page 2) 
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Figure K-3: Example of Correspondence inviting Elected Representatives to the Virtual Exhibition (Page 3)
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Figure L-1: Loch Liath Wind Farm advert in the Press & Journal, 21 May 2021 
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Figure L-2: Loch Liath Wind Farm advert in the Press & Journal, 21 May 2021 

 

 

 



 Appendix M  

Virtual Exhibition Social Media Posts 

 

Pre-Application Consultation Report 

April 2023 

 

LUC  I M-1 

 

Figure M-1: Social Media Post advertising Statkraft’s Facebook Page advertising Loch Liath Wind Farm Virtual Exhibition (16 
May 2021) 

 

 

Figure M-2: Social Media post from @StatkraftUK advertising Loch Liath Wind Farm Virtual Exhibition (25 May 2021) 
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Figure M-3: Social Media post from @StatkraftUK advertising Loch Liath Wind Farm Virtual Exhibition (27 May 2021) 
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Figure N-1: Virtual Exhibition Poster 
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Figure O-1: Example Response Letter to Virtual Exhibition Reply Card 
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Figure O-2: FAQ included in response to Virtual Exhibition Reply Card 
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Figure P-1: Virtual Exhibition Summary Report (Cover) 
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Figure P-2: Virtual Exhibition Summary Report (Page 1) 

 

 

Figure P-3: Virtual Exhibition Summary Report (Page 2) 
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Figure P-4: Virtual Exhibition Summary Report (Page 3) 

 

Figure P-5: Virtual Exhibition Summary Report (Page 4) 
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Figure P-6: Virtual Exhibition Summary Report (Page 5) 

 

 

Figure P-7: Virtual Exhibition Summary Report (Page 6) 
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Figure P-8: Virtual Exhibition Summary Report (Page 7) 

 

Figure P-9: Virtual Exhibition Summary Report (Page 8) 
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Figure P-10: Virtual Exhibition Summary Report (Page 9) 

 

Figure P-11: Virtual Exhibition Summary Report (Page 10) 



 Appendix P  

Virtual Exhibition Summary 

 

Pre-Application Consultation Report 

April 2023 

 

LUC  I P-7 

 

Figure P-12: Virtual Exhibition Summary Report (Page 11)

 

Figure P-13: Virtual Exhibition Summary Report (Page 12)  
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Figure P-14: Virtual Exhibition Summary Report (Page 13)  

 

Figure P-15: Virtual Exhibition Summary Report (Page 14) 
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Figure P-16: Virtual Exhibition Summary Report (Page 15)  

 

Figure P-15: Virtual Exhibition Summary Report (Page 16) 
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Figure Q-1: Second Exhibition Webpage 
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Figure Q-2: Second Exhibition Webpage (continued) 
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Figure Q-3: Second Exhibition Webpage (continued) 
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Figure Q-4: Second Exhibition Webpage (continued) 
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Figure Q-5: Second Exhibition Brochure (page 1) 

 

Figure Q-6: Second Exhibition Brochure (page 2-3) 
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Figure Q-7: Second Exhibition Brochure (page 4-5) 

 

Figure Q-8: Second Exhibition Brochure (page 6-7)  
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Figure Q-9: Second Exhibition Brochure (page 8-9)

 

Figure Q-10: Second Exhibition Brochure (page 10-11) 
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Figure Q-11: Second Exhibition Brochure (page 12-13) 

 

Figure Q-12: Second Exhibition Brochure (page 14-15) 
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Figure Q-13: Second Exhibition Brochure (page 16-17) 

 

Figure Q-14: Second Exhibition Brochure (page 18-19) 
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Figure Q-15: Second Exhibition Brochure (page 20-21) 

 

Figure Q-16: Second Exhibition Brochure (page 22-23) 
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Figure Q-17: Second Exhibition Brochure (page 24-25) 

 

Figure Q-18: Second Exhibition Brochure (page 26-27) 
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Figure Q-20: Second Exhibition Brochure (page 28-29) 

 

Figure Q-21: Second Exhibition Brochure (page 30-31) 
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Figure Q-22: Second Exhibition Brochure (page 32-33) 
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Figure Q-23: Second Exhibition Brochure (page 34) 
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Figure R-1: Second Exhibition Invitation (Side 1) 
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Figure R-2: Second Exhibition Invitation (Side 2) 
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Figure R-3: Second Exhibition Invitation (Reply Card) 
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Figure S-1: Example of correspondence notifying Community Councils of the Second Exhibition (page 1) 
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Figure S-2 1: Example of correspondence notifying Community Councils of the Second Exhibition (page 2) 
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Figure T-1: Example of correspondence notifying elected representatives of the Second Exhibition 
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Figure U-1: Loch Liath Wind Farm advert proof 
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Figure U-2: Loch Liath Wind Farm advert in the Press & Journal, 16 August 2022 
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Figure U-2: Loch Liath Wind Farm advert in the Press & Journal, 20 August 2022 
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Figure V-1: Public Exhibition Display Board 1 
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Figure V-2: Public Exhibition Display Board 2 
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Figure V-3: Public Exhibition Display Board 3 
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Figure V-4: Public Exhibition Display Board 4 
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Figure V-5: Public Exhibition Display Board 5 
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Figure V-6: Public Exhibition Display Board 6 
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Figure V-7: Public Exhibition Display Board 7 
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Figure V-8: Public Exhibition Display Board 8 

 



 Appendix V  

Physical Exhibition Materials 

 

Pre-Application Consultation Report 

April 2023 

 

LUC  I V-9 

 

Figure V-9: Display Board and other materials in-situ at Glenmoriston Millennium Hall, 1 September 2022 

 

Figure V-10: Display Board and other materials in-situ at Glenurquhart Public Hall, 31 August 2022 
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Figure W-1: Example response to Second Exhibition Reply Card 
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Figure W-2: FAQ included in response to Second Exhibition Reply Card 
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Figure X-1: Second Exhibition Summary Report (Cover) 

 

Figure X-2: Second Exhibition Summary Report (page 1) 
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Figure X-3: Second Exhibition Summary Report (page 2) 

 

 

Figure X-4: Second Exhibition Summary Report (page 3) 
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Figure X-5: Second Exhibition Summary Report (page 4) 

 

 

Figure X-6: Second Exhibition Summary Report (page 5) 
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Figure X-7: Second Exhibition Summary Report (page 6) 

 

 

Figure X-8: Second Exhibition Summary Report (page 7) 
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Figure X-9: Second Exhibition Summary Report (page 8) 

 

 

Figure X-10: Second Exhibition Summary Report (page 9) 
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Figure X-11: Second Exhibition Summary Report (page 10) 
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Figure X-12: Second Exhibition Summary Report (page 11) 

 


